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GLOSSARY 

Term Definition 

Best Management Practices 
(BMPs) 

A method that can be used to minimize the amount of pollution entering 
surface waters. BMPs may include schedules of compliance, operation and 
maintenance procedures, and treatment requirements. 

Bike Box A bike box is a painted green space on the road with a white bicycle symbol 
inside. The bike box creates space before the intersection so that people on 
bicycles can cross the intersection ahead of traffic. This makes bicycles more 
visible and predictable to approaching drivers.  

Build Alternative An alternative to develop a multi-use trail to connect the existing segments of 
the Burke-Gilman Trail through the Ballard neighborhood. 

Critical Habitat Critical habitat is defined as specific geographical areas that contain physical 
or biological features essential to conservation of a species. 

Crustal Fault Faults formed by the deformation of the earth’s crust. 

Curb Radius (curb radii) Curb radius is the radius defined by two sidewalks on perpendicular streets 
that come together at a corner. Curb radii directly impact vehicle turning 
speeds and pedestrian crossing distances. 

Dissolved Oxygen A measure of the amount of oxygen in the water that is available to be used 
by aquatic organisms.  

Distinct Population Segment 
(DPS) 

A distinct population segment is a vertebrate population or group of 
populations that is discrete from other populations of the species and 
significant in relation to the entire species. The federal Endangered Species 
Act provides for listing species, subspecies, or distinct population segments 
of vertebrate species. 

Elevated Trail Trail is elevated such that vehicles can pass underneath.  

Endangered Species A species that is in danger of extinction within the foreseeable future 
throughout all, or a significant portion, of its range. 

Ethnographic The study and systematic recording of human cultures. 

Evolutionarily Significant Unit 
(ESU) 

An evolutionarily significant unit is a Pacific salmon population or group of 
populations that is substantially reproductively isolated from other 
conspecific populations and that represents an important component of the 
evolutionary legacy of the species.  

Fecal Coliform A type of bacteria found in the intestinal tracts of mammals. The presence of 
high numbers of fecal coliform bacteria in a water body can indicate the 
recent release of untreated wastewater and/or the presence of animal feces. 
These organisms may also indicate the presence of pathogens that are 
harmful to humans. 

Glacial Till Unstratified material deposited by a glacier, consisting of clay, silt, sand, 
gravel, and boulders. 
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Term Definition 

Heritage Tree Heritage trees are a tree or group of trees given special designation by the 
Heritage Tree Program, co-sponsored by Plant Amnesty and the Seattle 
Department of Transportation. Trees can be nominated as an individual or a 
collection, but must have the owner's approval and meet criteria for health in 
addition to being selected according to one of the following categories.  
Specimen: A tree of exceptional size, form, or rarity. Historic: A tree 
recognized by virtue of its age, its association with or contribution to a 
historic structure or district, or its association with a noted person or historic 
event. Landmark: Trees that are landmarks of a community. Collection: Trees 
in a notable grove, avenue, or other planting. 

Holocene An epoch of time, approximately 8,000 years ago to the present time. 

Impervious Surfaces Constructed surfaces such as pavement, driveways, roads, and rooftops that 
do not allow rainfall to soak into the ground. Instead, water runs off of these 
surfaces and can enter water bodies such as streams and wetlands either 
directly, or by being discharged from stormwater detention ponds or other 
facilities constructed to manage runoff.  

Intraslab Subduction occurring within the same geologic unit. 

Level of Service (LOS) An estimate of the quality and performance of transportation facility 
operations in a community. The degree of congestion and delay is rated 
ranging from the letter “A” for the least amount of congestion, to the letter 
“F” for the highest amount of congestion. LOS D or better is considered 
acceptable for most jurisdictions. At LOS E, intersections operate at capacity. 

Liquefaction During an earthquake, saturated cohesionless soils (e.g., sands) lose frictional 
forces and act more like a liquid than a solid. 

Midden Archaeological deposits consisting of refuse from human activities, usually 
composed of a mixture of soil, charcoal, and various food remains such as 
bone, shell, and carbonized plant remains; may also contain human remains. 

Multi-Use Trail A multi-use trail allows for two-way, off-street pedestrian, and bicycle use. 
Wheelchairs, joggers, skaters, and other nonmotorized users are also 
welcome.  

Outwash Sand and gravel deposited by the meltwater streams of a glacier. 

Peak Hour The hour of the day when the highest traffic volumes occur at an intersection 
or roadway segment. The specific peak hour varies from intersection to 
intersection but generally occurs for a single hour between 7 and 9 AM for 
the AM peak hour, and 4 and 6 PM for the PM peak hour. 

pH A measure of the acidity or alkalinity of a solution. The pH scale ranges from 
0 to 14. A pH of 7 is neutral. More alkaline or basic solutions have a higher 
pH, while more acidic solutions have a lower pH. 

Pleistocene An epoch of time, beginning approximately two to three million years ago 
until the start of the Holocene (approximately 8,000 years ago). 
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Term Definition 

Primary Constituent Element A physical or biological feature essential to the conservation of a species for 
which its designated or proposed critical habitat is based on, such as space for 
individual and population growth, and for normal behavior; food, water, air, 
light, minerals, or other nutritional or physiological requirements; cover or 
shelter; sites for breeding, reproduction, rearing of offspring, germination, or 
seed dispersal; and habitats that are protected from disturbance or are 
representative of the species’ historic geographic and ecological distribution. 

Projectile Point Chipped stone artifacts used to tip arrows, dart points, or spears. 

Protected Bicycle Lanes A protected bicycle lane combines the user experience of a multi-use trail 
with a conventional bicycle lane. They have different forms, but all share 
common elements — they provide space that is used for bicycles and are 
separated from motor vehicle travel lanes, parking lanes, and sidewalks. 

Salmonid General term for salmon, trout, and steelhead. 

Seiche An oscillation of a body of water in an enclosed or semi-enclosed basin, 
caused by local changes in atmospheric pressure, and aided by winds, tidal 
changes, and sometimes earthquakes. 

Sharrow Shared lane markings or “sharrows” guide bicyclists to the best place on the 
street to ride and help motorists expect to see and share the lane with 
bicyclists.  

Shoreline Management Master 
Program 

A shoreline plan created by a local government in compliance with the 
Washington State Shoreline Management Act. The plan designates what 
types of uses may be allowed along different portions of the shorelines within 
the community.  

Smolts Young salmon or sea trout about 2 years old that are at the stage of 
development when they assumes the silvery color of the adult and are ready 
to migrate to the sea. 

State Sensitive Species Any wildlife species native to Washington that is vulnerable or declining and 
is likely to become endangered or threatened throughout a significant portion 
of its range within the state without cooperative management or removal of 
threats. 

State Species of Concern Includes species listed as state endangered, state threatened, state sensitive, or 
state candidate, as well as species listed or proposed for listing by the United 
States Fish and Wildlife Service or National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration Fisheries. 

Subduction Zone The long narrow belt where one lithospheric plate descends beneath another. 

Subsidence Sinking or downward settling of the earth’s surface. 

Threatened Species A species that is likely to become endangered within the foreseeable future 
throughout all or a significant portion of its range. 

Turbidity A measure of the amount of particles suspended in water. Increasing the 
turbidity of the water reduces the amount of light that penetrates the water 
column. High levels of turbidity are typically harmful to aquatic organisms. 

Wetlands Those areas that are inundated or saturated by surface water or groundwater 
at a frequency and duration sufficient to support, and that under normal 
circumstances do support, a prevalence of vegetation typically adapted for 
life in saturated soil conditions.  
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Term Definition 

Woonerf A street where pedestrians and bicyclists have priority over motorists. Traffic 
volumes and speeds are low, less of the public right-of-way is dedicated to 
vehicles, and curbs may be eliminated. 
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