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The City of Seattle

Pioneer §quare Preservation Board
Mailing Address: PO Box 94649, Seattle WA 98124-4649
Street Address: 600 4th Avenue, 4th Floor
PSB 313/24
Staff Report
Board meeting Dec 4, 2024

Board Members Please Note: The citations from the District Ordinance, Rules for the
Pioneer Square Preservation District, and Secretary of the Interior’s Standards listed below
are for your consideration in addition to any other citations you find relevant in considering
each application.

120424.33 Plaza on 5t Ave S

Proposed changes to the plaza including removal of the performance stage
including the two boulders and steps, and seven concrete planters, repair area
with new pavers to match existing, replace 16 benches, and repair other
benches, Install a busking star to replace purpose of the stage.

Staff report: While the items proposed for removal are not historic, the items
were designed with community and part of the conditions of the planned
development. Conversations are happening to reinvasion the space as part of
the Jackson Hub planning and the Sound Transit station planning.

A separate application replaces the temporary security fencing visible in
some photos.

Draft Motion:

| move to recommend granting a Certificate of Approval for changes to the
plaza including removal of the performance stage including the two boulders
and steps, and seven concrete planters, repair area with new pavers to match
existing, replace 16 benches, and repair other benches, Install a busking star to
replace purpose of the stage. All per the applicant’s submittal.

The Board directs staff to prepare a written recommendation of approval
based on considering the application submittal and Board discussion at the
Dec 4, 2024 public meeting and forward this written recommendation to the
Department of Neighborhoods Director.

Code Citations:
Seattle Municipal Code

Administered by The Historic Preservation Program

The Seattle Department of Neighborhoods
“Printed on Recycled Paper”



23.66.030 Certificates of Approval required

Certificate of approval required. No person shall alter, demolish, construct,
reconstruct, restore, remodel, make any visible change to the exterior appearance of
any structure, or to the public rights-of-way or other public spaces in a special review
district, and no one shall remove or substantially alter any existing sign or erect or
place any new sign or change the principal use of any building, or any portion of a
building, structure or lot in a special review district, and no permit for such activity
shall be issued unless a certificate of approval has been issued by the Department of
Neighborhoods Director.

23.66.115 Demolition approval

A. Demolition or removal of buildings or other structures in the District is
prohibited unless approved by the Department of Neighborhoods Director. Except
as provided in subsection B below, no approval shall be given for building
demolition or removal unless the following prerequisites are met:

1. The Director of Neighborhoods, following a recommendation by the
Preservation Board, determines that the building or structure has no
architectural or historic significance; and

2. Use and design of the replacement structure has been approved by the
Department of Neighborhoods Director; and

3. Proof acceptable to the Department of Neighborhoods Director of a
valid commitment for interim and long-term financing for the replacement
structure has been secured. In addition to other proof, the Department of
Neighborhoods Director may accept a bond, letter of credit or cash deposit as
a demonstration that the project has adequate financial backing to ensure
completion; and

4. Satisfactory arrangements have been made for retention of any part of
the structure's facade which the Department of Neighborhoods Director,
following a recommendation by the Preservation Board, determines to be
significant; and

5. Satisfactory assurance is provided that new construction will be
completed within two (2) years of demolition.

B. When demolition or removal of a building or other structure in the District is
essential to protect the public health, safety and welfare or when the purposes of
this ordinance will be furthered by the demolition or removal, then the Director of
Neighborhoods, following review and recommendation by the Board, may
authorize such demolition or removal whether the prerequisites of this Section
23.66.115 are satisfied or not.

Rules for the Pioneer Square Preservation District



Il. GENERAL GUIDELINES FOR REHABILITATION AND NEW CONSTRUCTION
Rehabilitation is defined as the act or process of making possible a compatible use
for a property through repair, alterations, and additions while preserving those
portions or features which convey its historical, cultural, or architectural values.

Issued: Nov 22, 2024
Genna Nashem
Pioneer Square Preservation Board Coordinator



