Landscape Routine Maintenance
How you maintain a healthy, weed-free, high quality landscape is quite simple—get out and admire it every day.  
TOOLS

· Provide on-site staff with the correct tools for completing simple maintenance tasks.  Must have tools: gloves, Japanese Hori Hori digging tool for weeding (check on-line or at your local garden center-costs about $25); hand held pruner; rake; mulching electric lawn mower if you have lawn; re-use an empty 5-gallon paint bucket to hold yard debris.
· Train staff to clean tools after every use.  Rinse tools with water and dry. If metal parts, spray lightly with WD40 and wipe off excess.  Store all tools in a clean, dry area.
DAILY

· Prior to opening the office, take 30 minutes and walk the property with an empty 5-gallon paint bucket in one hand and a Hori Hori tool in your back pocket.  Pick up all trash from the grounds and when you see a weed, pull out your tool, make a quick jab into the earth, and remove the weed and its roots.  
WEEKLY
· Check all shrubs and remove broken, dead, deformed or deranged branches. 

· Cut lawn grass with mulching mower during growing season.

· Water thoroughly 1x/week for the first 2 seasons of your new landscape.  Once plants are established, normal rainfall should be adequate.  Irrigate only if prolonged dry periods and/or if plants look stressed and need water.  
ANNUALLY
· Mulch all landscape beds with 2-3” of a high quality compost around perennials and grasses (i.e. Cedar Grove compost available in western Washington is high quality and economical); with wood chips around all woody shrubs and trees (free wood chips are often available from tree cutting firms).  Do not smother plants with mulch, rather, create a small depressed “well” around plants when you spread mulch. When you feed your soil with mulch/compost every year, healthy soil builds, weeds are suppressed, and water is conserved.  If your soil is healthy, your plants will be healthy and pests will not get a foothold.
· Aerate lawn. Overseed if needed. Top dress with compost to fertilize.  Do NOT use “weed and feed” products.

· Follow installer’s instructions and winterize all irrigation lines if appropriate.

PEST CONTROL
· DO NOT use toxic chemicals, pesticides, or herbicides in your landscape.  Beneficial bugs, birds, butterflies, and micro-organisms that you want in your landscape will run away screaming if you use toxic chemicals.  Read the label.  If it says “hazardous” do not use it. When in doubt, call your local Extension Service for advice on Integrated Pest Management and Natural Gardening.
