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Sentencing Spring
by Linden Ontjes

Recidivist season,

winter no apparent
deterrent. The minute
it’s sprung, it’s back

to its old tricks: birds
and bees, flowers, trees,
all the collywobbles

of romantic fevers, AM
radio, air

spiked with extra oxygen.
Spring, its verb

case sings

within its spelling.

We should impose

stiff mandatory sentences
on picnicking participles:
those Greek and Latin
sandwiches,

that tablecloth

spread on the ground.
April, you sting
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and show no remorse.
The pathetic fallacy

of responsive weather
belongs to great fiction.
In this, my fortieth
season, you are cruel

as a game of word
association: hot/cold,

jail/free, sun/rain, you/me.

-— end —-
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