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Date: June 1st, 2026 

 

 

From: Seattle Urban Forestry Commission 

To: Councilmember Dionne Foster, Council President Joy Hollingsworth, Councilmember 

Deborah Juarez, Councilmember Robert Kettle, Councilmember Eddie Lin, Councilmember 

Alexis Mercedes Rink, Councilmember Maritza Rivera, Councilmember Rob Saka, 

Councilmember Dan Strauss,   

CC: Mayor Katie Wilson; Lish Whitson, Council Central Staff Director; Sunaree Marshall, 

Mayor’s Office Executive Operations Manager, OSE Central Staff Analyst, Jasmine Marwaha 

 
 
Re: Phase 2 Comprehensive Plan and Tree Policies  

 

To Seattle City Council Select Committee on the Comprehensive Plan, 

 

The Urban Forestry Commission (UFC) was established by ordinance in 2009 as an advisory 

body to the Mayor and Council on policies and programs that affect Seattle’s urban forest. Our 

mission is to ensure our urban forest is protected, well-managed, and thriving. UFC members 

bring an intersectional lens to urban forestry policy through our various backgrounds and 

expertise. The Urban Forestry Commission stands ready to partner with the Council, Mayor’s 

Office, and City departments to ensure Seattle’s growth advances housing affordability while 

protecting and expanding the urban forest essential to public health, climate resilience, and 

environmental justice. We are pleased to provide our insights for the Comprehensive Plan 

Phase 2 Centers and Corridors legislation.  

https://clerk.seattle.gov/search/ordinances/125415
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Background 
In 2021, Washington State experienced a heat dome in which 171 people lost their lives and our 

State ranked the 4th highest in the nation for heat-related deaths, per the CDC. Trees are a 

critical tool to mitigate heat impacts on communities as they live, work, commute and recreate in 

their neighborhoods. A new research article from The Nature Conservancy this week 

determined that urban tree cover mitigates almost 50% of urban heat island effects compared to 

no tree canopy. 

 

Seattle faces significant heat impacts in this changing climate, just like many other communities. 

The King County Heat and Health Data Explorer shows that Seattle neighborhoods can be more 

than 10 degrees warmer than neighboring areas. To illustrate how these temperature patterns 

align with planned growth and equity considerations in the city, we created a map with 2 key 

data layers. Both can be found at the end of this letter.  

• Map layers #1: Median afternoon temperatures (King County) overlayed with the 

Comprehensive Plan Phase 2 Centers and Corridors (City of Seattle).  

• Map layers #2: City of Seattle’s Racial and Social Equity Index (City of Seattle) with 

the Comprehensive Plan Phase 2 Centers and Corridors (City of Seattle).  

 

Shade patterns and localized hot spots can shift throughout the day, so this map should be 

viewed as a general indicator rather than a precise snapshot. Even so, it helps illustrate how 

heat island and equity impacts can be unevenly distributed across the city. This equity and heat 

data highlights the opportunities we have to work together to drive forward thoughtful urban 

forestry planning alongside the Comprehensive Plan implementation. 

 

Please consider the following recommendations, to help ensure all Seattle residents 
experience equitable access to urban forest and greenspace and the many benefits they 
provide: 
 
1. Take a Comprehensive, data-driven approach to tree policy 

The One Seattle Plan’s urban forest and tree canopy policies direct the City to use its regularly 

updated tree canopy analysis to shape urban forestry management plans, decisions, and 

actions (Urban Forest and Tree Canopy, Policy No. CE 12.5).  As the Comprehensive Plan Phase 

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/72/wr/mm7235a7.htm
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-026-71825-x
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/a7c15594fec24cdba13d0eceac340e99/page/Page
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/mapviewer/index.html?webmap=00f5358c6659477ea6edd5847fe6f1ce&center=-122.238906%2C47.584044&scale=144447.638572
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/a7c15594fec24cdba13d0eceac340e99/page/Page
https://one-seattle-plan-zoning-implementation-seattlecitygis.hub.arcgis.com/pages/zoning-map
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/494bdbb2da4f4574bb330f072bc77073
https://one-seattle-plan-zoning-implementation-seattlecitygis.hub.arcgis.com/pages/zoning-map
https://www.seattle.gov/documents/Departments/OPCD/SeattlePlan/OneSeattlePlanCitywidePoliciesUpdate.pdf
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2 legislation moves towards implementation, we want to draw your attention to two upcoming 

products that will be critical to informing a data-driven approach to tree policy and management.  

• The City’s first Tree Equity Plan (aka Canopy Equity and Resilience Plan) will identify 

key strategies for closing our most urgent canopy equity gaps based on community 

priorities and best available data.  

• The 2026 Tree Canopy Assessment will provide updated information on the amount and 

distribution of tree canopy throughout the City, including within newly rezoned areas.  

 

Updated community and canopy data is critical to effectively identifying priorities and guiding 

urban forestry policy-making across land types to address extreme heat and equity 

considerations. As the One Seattle Plan is put into practice, our urban forest can grow 

effectively alongside housing. We welcome the opportunity to work directly with elected leaders 

and City staff on implementation once these reports become available.  

 
2. Pair nature-based cooling infrastructure with density and mobility to build healthy, 

resilient communities 

The UFC supports rezones to provide housing capacity and diversity along frequent transit 

corridors but is concerned about community exposure to high heat, noise, and air pollution 

along high traffic arterials and truck routes. We would like to see careful consideration of these 

potential health impacts paired with innovative solutions to concentrate trees and greenspace in 

areas with increased density of multi-family housing. 

 

We encourage Council to take a look at exciting “Cool Corridors” initiatives happening with 

Oregon Metro and City of Phoenix, which are glowing examples of how cross-department, 

large-scale investments can significantly improve liveability along major transportation corridors. 

The work with Phoenix identifies cool corridors for priority planting that are walkways or trails 

adjacent to an arterial street and selected using four key criteria: neighborhood heat 

vulnerability, transit dependency, pedestrian use, and shade coverage and temperature. This 

initiative offers an example for how Seattle could integrate nature-based cooling with increased 

density to advance climate resilience and equitable mobility.  

 

https://www.oregonmetro.gov/resources/cooling-corridors-study
https://www.phoenix.gov/administration/departments/streets/initiatives/cool-corridors.html
https://www.phoenix.gov/content/dam/phoenix/heatsite/documents/BP_ShadePhoenixPlan_Report_031025_EN.pdf
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The UFC looks forward to engaging with City Council and providing data-informed input on 

these issues throughout One Seattle Plan implementation. In the meantime, we encourage 

Councilmembers to explore the map we created and think about heat and equity in their 

districts. Thank you for your consideration and for your continued stewardship on behalf of 

Seattle’s communities and future generations. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Aaron Clark, Co-Chair Drue Epping, Co-Chair  

Wildlife Biologist, Position 1 Aborist, Position 5  

Urban Forestry Commission   Urban Forestry Commission  

  

  

Andrea Starbird, Co-Chair  

Public Health Representative, Position 12  

Urban Forestry Commission  

 

 

  

Drue Epping (05/29/2026 17:28:39 PDT)

https://www.arcgis.com/apps/mapviewer/index.html?webmap=00f5358c6659477ea6edd5847fe6f1ce&center=-122.238906%2C47.584044&scale=144447.638572
https://seattlegov.na1.adobesign.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAAj3xwRW42jLpAqIJVvWU2lYL5dr-XHFp0
https://seattlegov.na1.adobesign.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAAj3xwRW42jLpAqIJVvWU2lYL5dr-XHFp0
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Map Layers #1 
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Map Layers #2 
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Source: UFC Heat_Comp Plan (map), created by Lani Chang, UFC Commissioner, 2026.  

 

These maps were created and provided by the UFC and have not been reviewed by City of 

Seattle Staff. Map data from the following sources were layered over each other within ArcGIS 

to generate a single map detailing median afternoon temperatures in King County, City of 

Seattle Racial and Social Equity Index with the Comprehensive Plan Phase 2 Centers and 

Corridors. This map does NOT include additional rezoned corridor areas due to data access 

limitations. 

 

Data Sources: 

• Heat and Health Data Explorer Tool  

• City of Seattle Racial and Social Equity Index 

• Zoning Map | One Seattle Plan Zoning Update 

https://www.arcgis.com/apps/mapviewer/index.html?webmap=00f5358c6659477ea6edd5847fe6f1ce&center=-122.238906%2C47.584044&scale=144447.638572
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/a7c15594fec24cdba13d0eceac340e99/page/Page
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/494bdbb2da4f4574bb330f072bc77073
https://one-seattle-plan-zoning-implementation-seattlecitygis.hub.arcgis.com/pages/zoning-map
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