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Today’s Overview

• Omnibus legislation
• Outreach materials



• The Seattle Department of Construction and Inspections (SDCI) is responsible for 
routine maintenance of the Land Use and other codes.  

• The proposed amendments generally include “clean-up” amendments that 
correct inadvertent clerical errors, incorrect cross-references, and clarify existing 
Code language. Our amendments also include relatively minor policy changes 
that do not warrant independent legislation.

• The proposed amendments are called “omnibus” amendments because SDCI 
packages a collection of amendments for efficiency that are relatively small scale.  

• The need for these amendments were identified by residents , elected officials, 
and City staff.

• Project webpage: Code Corrections - What & Why - SDCI | seattle.gov

Omnibus Legislation

https://www.seattle.gov/sdci/codes/changes-to-code/code-corrections


• Environmental review (SEPA) for the code amendments is complete. The 
comment period closed on May 9, 2024.

• City Council will hold a hearing on the proposed omnibus amendments for 
adoption in the 3rd quarter of 2024.

Omnibus Legislation



Tree Protection Code (SMC 25.11) Omnibus Items

25.11.020 Exemptions- Changes to section 25.11.020 to clarify the existing tree removal exemption that 
applies in Environmentally Critical Areas and provide correct code reference to the process for approval in 
Section 25.09.070.

25.11.030 Emergency actions- Changes to section to 25.11.030 to provide correct reference to the 
qualifications and industry standard for Tree Risk Assessments consistent with Ordinance 126821. 

25.11.040 - Hazardous tree removal – Amendment subsection 25.11.040.B.3 to clarify that normal and routine 
pruning shall be completed to mitigate hazards. Provides consistency with definitions in subsection 25.11.130, 
which require consistency with ANSI standards. 

Omnibus Legislation



Tree Protection Code (SMC 25.11) Omnibus Items

25.11.050 General provisions for regulated tree categories – Updates to Table A for 25.11.050 are provided to 
correctly implement tree removal regulations in Neighborhood Residential, Lowrise, Midrise, commercial, and 
Seattle Mixed Zones, to provide corrected reference notation and provide correct code references. Include 
clarifying footnote 1 that indicates which zones that table does not apply.   

25.11.060 Requirements for trees when development is proposed -- Changes to section 25.11.060 to provide 
corrected reference to indicate which portion of the Tree Protection Area may be reduced by the Director 
consistent with the language in Ordinance 126821.

25.11.070 Tree protection on sites undergoing development in Neighborhood Residential, Lowrise, Midrise, 
commercial, and Seattle Mixed zones:

• Subsection 25.11.070.A.2 to provide clarity around reducing yards and setbacks in order to voluntarily 
protect Tier 1,2,3 and 4 trees.  

• Subsection 25.11.070.A.3 address the calculation of maximum lot coverage and that minimum width of 
structure that must be able to be achieved in order to determine of a tree may be removed. 

• Subsection 25.11.070.B.2.b to clarify that developments identified are for low income housing meeting 
the definition in Title 23.

Omnibus Legislation



• Tips are designed to provide user-friendly information on the range of City permitting, land use 
and code compliance policies and procedures you may encounter while conducting business with 
the City. Tips are updated by staff as needed.

• Director's Rules (DRs) are binding rules about land use, construction, housing, and other 
codes the City administers. The rules are adopted according to the administration section in the 
Seattle Municipal Code, including at least a 14-day public comment period.

Outreach Materials

Resources - SDCI | seattle.gov

https://www.seattle.gov/sdci/resources


Tips

Director’s Rules

Outreach Materials



DR 7-2023, Designation of Tier 2 Trees

DR 8-2023, Payment in lieu of tree replacement pursuant to the Tree Protection Code

DR 10-2023, Administration of Tree Service Provider Registry

DR 12-2023, Tree Replacement Requirements

DR 17-2018, Calculating Tree Valuations & Civil penalties for Tree Protection Code 
Violations

Outreach Materials



Outreach Materials



Outreach Materials

Environmentally Critical Areas (ECA) Tips Being Updated



Trees & Codes - SDCI | seattle.gov

Outreach Materials

New Tree Tracking Data Map!

https://www.seattle.gov/sdci/codes/codes-we-enforce-(a-z)/trees-and-codes


Trees & Codes - SDCI | seattle.gov

Outreach Materials

New Tree Tracking Data Map!

https://www.seattle.gov/sdci/codes/codes-we-enforce-(a-z)/trees-and-codes


Outreach Materials



Questions
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