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The Urban Forestry Commission was established to advise the Mayor and City Council  

concerning the establishment of policy and regulations governing the protection,  
management, and conservation of trees and vegetation in the City of Seattle  

 
Meeting notes 

June 7, 2023, 3:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Via Webex call and in-person at the 

Seattle Municipal Tower, Room 1872 (18th floor) 
700 5th Avenue, Seattle 

 
(206) 207-1700 

Meeting number: 2487 677 3998 
Meeting password: 1234 

 
Attending  
Commissioners  Staff  
Josh Morris – Co-Chair Patti Bakker – OSE 
Becca Neumann – Co-Chair David Bayard – Seattle City Light 
Laura Keil – Co-Chair  
Stuart Niven  
Hao Liang Guests 
Jessica Hernandez Toby Thaler 
Jessica Jones  
Lia Hall  
  
Absent- Excused Public 
Julia Michalak Steve Zemke 
Falisha Kurji  
David Baker  
  
  

NOTE: Meeting notes are not exhaustive. For more details, listen to the digital recording of the meeting at:  
https://www.seattle.gov/urbanforestrycommission/meetingdocuments 
 
Call to order: Becca called the meeting to order and offered a land acknowledgement.  

https://www.seattle.gov/urbanforestrycommission/meetingdocuments


Public comment:  
Steve Zemke noted that the Seattle Parks and Open Space Plan, which is updated every six years, has a June 
30 deadline for response; the UFC has time to weigh in on that. Regarding the ordinance, the UFC didn’t get 
everything they wanted in it, but Councilmember Strauss expressed interest in continuing to working on it, so 
there should be ability for the UFC to continue to influence it. Some examples for amendments include: have 
definitions of the tree tiers include the descriptors exceptional, significant and heritage; adjust the in-lieu 
payment amount, urging the $4,000 amount; clarifying that tree grove should include street trees; requiring a 
tree inventory plan and maximizing retention of existing trees. He also wondered about an update to the 
appointment process for the two vacant UFC positions. 
 
Chair, Committees, and Coordinator report:  
Patti noted that the regularly scheduled first meeting in July is right after the July 4 holiday and many 
Commissioners have noted they will be out that week. Commissioners discussed rescheduling that meeting 
and confirmed that more folks could make a July 12 meeting. Patti will send an updated appointment for that 
meeting to reflect the schedule change from July 5 to July 12. 
 
Patti also provided an update on the IRA grant application submitted by the City. The city submitted a project 
proposal for the IRA grant funding available through the US Forest Service’s Urban and Community Forestry 
program. The combined project involves OSE, SPR and SPU and includes three project components: 1) 
stewarding a connected, resilient forest, by managing natural areas holistically across boundary lines, 2) 
elevating community urban forestry leadership by equipping and empowering communities to participate in 
urban forest planning and 3) training youth for future careers in urban forestry by expanding the Youth Green 
Corps program. 
 
Regarding recruitments, Patti noted that the candidate confirmations for Positions 1 and 2 may be scheduled 
for June 26. One application was received for Position 9 and an interview with that candidate is being set up. 
Get Engaged program staff are recruiting for the next cohort of GE members to start their one-year terms in 
October. Three applicants applied to serve on the UFC and interviews with those candidates are being 
scheduled now. 

Patti provided an update on the effort to respond to the latest Statement of Legislative Intent regarding 
urban forestry. This SLI requested that the Office of Sustainability & Environment collaborate with the City 
Budget Office and the Urban Forestry ID Team to develop a report on the City's funding and expenditures for 
tree planting, stewardship, and other related activities. OSE and CBO are working together to gather this 
information from the departments and will be compiling a response to submit to Council by the September 
30 deadline. 
 
Josh thanked all of the Commissioners for the hard work reviewing and commenting on the tree protection 
ordinance update, and noted that it was voted on by full Council in May. The ordinance includes many things 
the UFC has been advocating for for many years, but there are things to continue to work on and improve. 
Some Council members have committed to working to improve it, and the UFC should follow up on that, 
through the various avenues available (code change, budget process, etc.)  
 
Commissioners discussed whether it is known what the timeline and process is for working on updates to the 
ordinance. Josh noted that Councilmembers Strauss, Mosqueda, Morales and Herbold all expressed interest 
in continuing to work on the ordinance, so  first step could be to contact those members. 
 
Stuart suggested that one thing that might be helpful is to prepare a compare and contrast table between 
what was allowed in the old ordinance and what’s allowed in the new ordinance, including some real-world 
examples of what’s happening. It will take time to see what really will result from the ordinance. Becca 
suggested that Commissioners interested in working with Stuart on this let him know via email.  
 



Josh provided an update on his efforts to coordinate with the Seattle Planning Commission, since their 
mission is to steward the Comprehensive Plan and the Environmental Impact Statement for the 2024 
Comprehensive Plan update is due to be released this summer.  
 
Right of way canopy data additional findings – Hao Liang 
Hao shared some of his additional findings on right of way canopy and street tree data, in preparation for 
Commission review and potential adoption of the SDOT briefing follow up letter. He looked at various 
references, SDOT’s Urban Forestry program and their rules around equity. 
 
The 2021 Tree Canopy study shows that the tree canopy in the right of way constitutes 27% of the city’s land 
area and contributes 23% of the canopy in the city. Hao looked at the canopy data for each neighborhood 
from the lens of equity, as a basis to review the canopy topics. He prepared a maps showing the canopy cover 
percent in each neighborhood and canopy in the right of way in each neighborhood. The right of way data 
shows more details related to history, urban planning and socio-economics. 
 
Disadvantaged neighborhoods already have lower canopy cover, as illustrated by comparison of East Queen 
Anne and Rainier Beach neighborhoods. The canopy cover in the two neighborhoods is relatively similar to 
each other, but the canopy in the right of way in East Queen Anne is almost twice that of Rainier Beach. Hao 
pointed out that canopy in the right of way impacts the walkability, connectivity, social interaction, public 
health and safety of the two neighborhoods. Hao shared a chart showing that the amount of canopy in a 
neighborhood’s right of way is not proportional to the amount of right of way in the neighborhood, for many 
of the city’s neighborhoods. 
 
Street tree species can also be an indicator of a neighborhood’s history and socio-economic status. The data 
shows that more affluent neighborhoods have more showy spring blooms. The majority of maintenance 
responsibilities for street trees falls on the adjacent landowner, and that may affect which species exist in 
neighborhoods since the showier species often require more maintenance. Views may be another factor 
influencing tree species. 
 
Preservation of existing street trees is fundamental to achieving the city’s canopy cover goals. Many of our 
current street trees were planted decades ago, and the city may face a serious challenge when those older 
trees decline due to age, construction activities and climate change. SDOT estimates a life span of 50 years 
for street trees. There may be a surge of replantings needed, and those will come with maintenance and 
establishment needs and costs. 
 
Questions and comments on the presentation included: 

- How many trees are projected to be needed for SDOT to plant in the next few years? 
- Do we know the ratio of trees planted by SDOT versus private property owners? 
- In the scatter plot shared that showed canopy cover in relation to amount of right of way, some of 

the neighborhoods that fall below the line are industrial or downtown areas, but that also highlights 
that the nearby neighborhoods that are also low on the line are important to focus on given the 
industrial impacts. 

 
Seattle Department of Transportation briefing follow-up 
Hao reviewed the letter he drafted to follow up on the SDOT briefing in March, which included several 
recommendations for SDOT to consider. Commissioners discussed and edited the letter. 
 

Action: a motion to adopt the SDOT briefing follow-up letter as amended was made, seconded and 
approved. 

 
Seattle City Light Vegetation Management program updates 



Dave Bayard shared the mission and vision of Seattle City Light (SCL), which have been updated recently, and 
provided a high-level overview of SCL, its vegetation management and the four programs that are within his 
unit. 
 
SCL is a public power generator, transmitter and distributer, which is rare for utilities. It is the 10th largest 
power generator in the country, and includes infrastructure and facilities all cross the state. SCL owns about 
75 properties in and around the city, which require management. The Vegetation Management group is in 
the same unit as T&D Operations, whose mission is to “keep the lights on”. 
 
Utility vegetation management is very complicated. Distribution line clearance is the most well-known piece 
of it, but there is also many others such as wildfire prevention and control and wildlife habitat creation and 
management. They are a tree care organization and there is a lot of credentialing that goes through ISA and 
other organizations specifically related to utility work. 
 
They maintain and monitor over 300,000 trees with grow/fall potential, which means they are actively 
keeping eyes on them. They have a $6M annual budget to do the work (mostly contracted labor), on a 4.5-
year cycle. They have more tree crews at work in the city than any other city department. 
 
The 4.5-year maintenance cycle is based on “feeders” which is how wires move from one pole to another. 
Most utilities require contractors to have an ISA arborist in charge on their crews. SCL requires them to have 
an ISA certified arborist on each crew as well as power line clearance-qualified arborists. Seattle has been 
certified as a Tree Line USA city for nine years. All crews follow ANSI A300 and Z133 standards. 
 
They trim trees for certain systems – primary, secondary, etc. – which have different voltages at different 
heights, so that means different types and levels of vegetation maintenance. They prune to ensure access to 
their equipment (so, no pruning for street lights.) 
 
Transmission ROW maintenance program – manage these assets on a 2-year cycle. There are 657 miles of 
transmission ROW through King, Snohomish, Skagit, Whatcom and Pend Oreille counties. There are three 
primary drivers behind it: safe/reliable power transmission, NERC compliance, and integrated UVM. 
Integrated UVM is an attempt to manage the landscape to encourage compatible vegetation. The ROW 
maintenance group gets into very varied work: tree pruning and removal, invasive species management, 
ROW infrastructure maintenance/repair, storm response, wildfire prevention and mitigation.  
 
New to the TROW maintenance program: heavily and increasingly invested in technology: 

- GIS-based work management software 
- UAVs integrated UVM 
- Satellite remote-sensing for tree health and hazard ID 
- LiDAR for clearances 

 
Landscapes maintenance program – their primary role is substation maintenance (16 of them). Need to keep 
the interiors weed-free; many of the exteriors are historic landscapes. They maintain the landscapes at the 
75+ properties they manage – mow, weed, plant, irrigate, integrated pest management. Other roles include 
snow response team, repair/mitigate landscape damage, special projects. Dave shared examples of major 
substation landscape projects. These exposed, hot environments include drought-tolerant and pollinator-
friendly plant species.  
 
Urban and Community Forestry program – this is a new program Dave developed. It’s the only such program 
he’s aware of that is within a public utility. He had a strong drive to develop it because of very strong 
resources behind it. Staffing includes a program lead, an arborist, and transmission sustainability forester. 
The intent is to be more intentional in who they engage and how they engage. The program will include the 
urban tree replacement program, the Tree Line USA certification, a pilot for private land tree pruning, Green 



Line community ROW stewardship project, TROW Stewardship Accreditation, community pollinator planting, 
citywide urban forestry/equity engagement. 
 
Why is this kind of program important for an electric utility? Urban and community forestry work is equity 
work and that is incredibly important. They touch more trees than every other department combined, and 
utility ROWs are public green spaces. And, it is baked into electric utilities’ value statements – Dave provided 
examples of quotes from the mission and vision statements from SCL, PG&E and Exelon Energy.  
 
Questions and comments from Commissioners included: 

- How much coordination is there between SCL’s new Urban and Community Forestry program and the 
other city UF departments? 

- Which community groups do they work with in the stewardship program? 
- What vegetation is allowed under the lines like along the Chief Sealth Trail? 
- What is the budget for the new Urban and Community Forestry program? There is no line-item 

budget for the program beyond the staffing. 
- Is the technology referenced for doing tree health and hazard identification available for use 

citywide? The technology uses another sensor on the plane flying LiDAR that detects chlorophyll, and 
can tell levels as higher or lower, indicating tree health. Yes, it can be used in the city; more effective 
for broadleaf plants than conifers. 

- On SCL easements where property owners live, is it the property owner’s responsibility to manage 
vegetation, or SCL’s?  

- Are there situations where private property owners can hire their own arborists to prune street trees 
around wires? It’s against the law for non-qualified personnel to come within 10 feet of a power line 
in doing tree work. 

 
NOTE: Meeting notes are not exhaustive. For more details, listen to the digital recording of the meeting at: 
http://www.seattle.gov/urbanforestrycommission/meetingdocs.htm 
 
Public comment:    
Steve Zemke noted that the Land Use Committee will deal at tomorrow’s meeting with updates in the 
Industrial zone. One of the provisions relates to some updates to the Comprehensive Plan that can be done 
on a yearly basis, and they don’t include trees and vegetation. He encouraged folks to review the meeting 
materials and make comments as appropriate.  
 
Hao made a clarification about the ROW data.  
 
Adjourn:  The meeting was adjourned at 5:05  PM. 
 
Meeting chat: 
from Francisca to everyone:    3:06 PM 
No comment thank you 
from Bridget Moehring, FAIA to everyone:    3:07 PM 
no comment, thank you.  
from Steve Zemke to everyone:    3:13 PM 
What about hiring Urban Forester approved in budget? Is there a timeline? 
from Jessica Hernandez  to everyone:    3:13 PM 
Can folks on their phones mute themselves? 
from Jessica Hernandez  to everyone:    3:14 PM 
didnt raise my hand, so no. thank you. 
from Becca Neumann to everyone:    3:15 PM 
thanks! 
from Toby Thaler to everyone:    3:23 PM 

http://www.seattle.gov/urbanforestrycommission/meetingdocs.htm


For the record: Our office believes the 85/100% impervious surface guarantee in LR and higher density zones 
will likely result in increase loss of trees/canopy percent. 
from Toby Thaler to everyone:    3:24 PM 
You may 
from Steve Zemke to everyone:    3:35 PM 
David Moerhing has done a lot of this alternative design review of projects over the years 
from Francisca to everyone:    3:36 PM 
Appreciate Stuart's insight re: real world scenarios.  I am not at Stuart's level i.e. large scale development. I 
am however struggling and trying to stay positive currently.  Thank you Stuart. 
from Stuart Niven to everyone:    3:37 PM 
Thank you Toby; your office sees this as it is. This level of hardscaping and coverage will impact adjacent 
properties also, which has not been considered on any level that I know of. 
from Sandy Shettler to everyone:    3:46 PM 
View Ridge also has views--the east side has very few trees overlooking Lake Washington. 
from Sandy Shettler to everyone:    3:48 PM 
This is incredibly valuable--thank you Hao. 
from Chris Gaul to everyone:    3:49 PM 
Thanks, Hao! 
from Steve Zemke to everyone:    3:50 PM 
Thanks for your work Hao! 
from Steve Zemke to everyone:    3:51 PM 
What is ratio trees planted by SDOT versus private property owners? estimate? 
from Stuart Niven to everyone:    3:52 PM 
Great presentation Hao 
from Stuart Niven to everyone:    3:52 PM 
Very informative 
from Steve Zemke to everyone:    3:52 PM 
Was 600trees total planted or just those by SDOT? 
from Sandy Shettler to everyone:    3:55 PM 
Municipal governments throughout the US plant/maintain street trees. There are economies of scale for 
pruning etc 
from Steve Zemke to everyone:    4:00 PM 
Comp plan says for industrial areas - "Recognize the unique working character of industrial areas by keeping 
landscaping and street standards to a minimum to allow flexibility for industrial 
activities, except along selected arterials where installing street trees and 
providing screening and landscaping can offset impacts of new industrial 
development in highly visible locations." It does not emphasize planting more trees. Land Use Committee 
meeting tomororrow does not propose changing this language, 
from Hao Liang to everyone:    4:07 PM 
@Steve, those trees include SDOT planted trees and private, contractor, and others platned trees 
from Steve Zemke to everyone:    4:09 PM 
Thanks Hao 
from Lia Hall to everyone:    4:42 PM 
Curious about which community groups you work with in the stewardship program.  
Apart from that, I'm wondering what vegetation if any is allowed under the lines along Chief Sealth Trail for 
instance.  
from Chris Gaul to everyone:    4:42 PM 
Can a private tree service provider clear trees from power lines and telecom lines? Kudos on the substation 
landscaping! 
from Francisca to everyone:    4:42 PM 
Wow!  I am so appreciative hearing this presentation! If a private homeowner sees a City tree being 
damaged, trucks parking under critical root zone consistently, dumping around the root collar, would this be 
your departments investigation? 



from Lia Hall to everyone:    4:49 PM 
Thank you, Dave. Chief Sealth Trail in the south end seems like it has many areas for opportunity to plant 
native shrubs and plants, decreasing the need to mow and providing benefits to wildlife and other residents.  
from Sandy Shettler to everyone:    4:53 PM 
Dave, can you speak to situations where private property owners prefer to hire their own arborists to prune 
street trees around wires? I am aware of one person who has made an agreement with SCL to coordinate this 
and wondered if is widespread. 
from Chris Gaul to everyone:    4:58 PM 
Great presentation! 
from Joshua Morris to everyone:    4:58 PM 
Thanks, Dave! 
from Toby Thaler to everyone:    4:58 PM 
Do any utilities uou're aware of shift money to utility to do that arborial service 
from Steve Zemke to everyone:    5:02 PM 
Issue of notifying of work. Seems to go to person on property, including renters but not to landlord. 
from Chris Gaul to everyone:    5:03 PM 
No, thanks. 
from Sandy Shettler to everyone:    5:04 PM 
This is such a good point, thank you Steve. 
from Dave Bayard SCL to everyone:    5:04 PM 
Hi Steve. You're right, it's beena bit of a sicky wickett for us. My folks don't have access to an up-to-date prop. 
owner dataset that they could work with on a house-by-house basis as they're notifying. The exception is for 
tree removals - we try harder to ensure the person signing off on a tree removal is the propery owner, not a 
renter. 
 
Public input (additional comments received): 
 
From: Deborah Purce <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 7:12 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: Support these amendments to the draft Tree Protection Ordinance 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council 

We need trees where we live!  

Trees and the urban forest comprise vital green infrastructure needed to keep our city livable and healthy. 

Trees reduce air pollution, storm water runoff and climate impacts like heat island effects, while providing 

essential habitat for birds and other wildlife. They are important for the physical and mental health of our 

residents. A robust urban forest is critical for climate resilience and environmental equity. 

Please take the following action on these priority amendments:  

Group A. Development Capacity and Development Standard Modifications  

VOTE YES  

• VOTE YES A6 - Maintain current FAR method for determining when trees can be removed in Lowrise, 

Midrise and Seattle Mixed Zones - Continue using the FAR or floor area ratio standard which allows for 

departures outside the building to save exceptional trees (Tier 2). Builders are pushing for a guaranteed 



85% development area which would remove the city's flexibility in saving existing exceptional trees. Trees 

are already scarce in these areas and this amendment would help save trees in these areas and reduce 

urban heat island impacts.  

VOTE NO  

• VOTE NO A2 - Development area percentage in Midrise, Commercial, and Seattle Mixed zones This 

amendment would guarantee 100% lot coverage in the Midrise, Commercial, and Seattle Mixed Use 

Zones with no options to save trees. 

• VOTE NO A5 - Tier 2 tree removal allowance and accessory dwelling units - Many accessory dwelling 

units are less than 15 feet wide. Builders do not need a guaranteed 15 feet. Amendment would be 

another guaranteed reason to remove exceptional trees. Let the city keep its flexibility to decide based on 

the trees on a lot. 

Group G. Tree Protection During Development  

VOTE YES  

• VOTE YES G2 - Tree protection area delineation - This is the recommended ANSI-A300 methodology 

recommended that takes into account tree species and age of tree in determining the tree protection 

area.  

• VOTE YES G3 - Temporary reduction of tree protection areas - would result in less tree removal by 

allowing temporary intrusion under supervision.  

• VOTE YES G4 - Off-site trees during development - would require protection of off-site trees during 

development.  

VOTE NO  

• VOTE NO A4 - Calculation of lot coverage standard - tree protection area - Canopy drip line for tree 

protection areas and no temporary extensions into tree protection area would result in more tree 

removals. 

Group C. Permit Review Process 

VOTE YES  

• VOTE YES C3 - Tree Protection Areas and subdivisions, short subdivisions and lot boundary 

adjustments 

• VOTE YES C4 - require certified arborists report and participation in application team  

Group E. In-lieu fees and Replacement requirements  

VOTE YES  

• VOTE YES E6 - Codify and increase in-lieu fee amount - Addresses cost to city to plant and maintain 



trees by requiring fee start at $4000 and includes lost benefits of larger trees by fee being $4000 or 

$17.87 per square inch, whichever is larger. 

VOTE NO  

• VOTE NO E2 - Minimum in-lieu fee payment for Tier 1 and Tier 2 Trees - Does not cover estimated 

Parks Dept. $4000 cost to plant and maintain Tier 3 trees at recommended $2800 fee  

Group F. Tree Service Providers 

VOTE YES  

• VOTE YES F2 - Penalties for unregistered tree service providers 

• VOTE YES F3 - Removal from tree service registry 

Thank you,  

Deborah Purce  

Central District, Seattle 

Deborah Purce  
d_purce@yahoo.com  
221 17th Ave S  
Seattle, Washington 98144-2147 
 
 

From: Zanna Satterwhite <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 7:39 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: Support these amendments to the draft Tree Protection Ordinance 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council 

We need trees where we live!  

Trees and the urban forest comprise vital green infrastructure needed to keep our city livable and healthy. 

Trees reduce air pollution, storm water runoff and climate impacts like heat island effects, while providing 

essential habitat for birds and other wildlife. They are important for the physical and mental health of our 

residents. A robust urban forest is critical for climate resilience and environmental equity. 

Please take the following action on these priority amendments:  

Group A. Development Capacity and Development Standard Modifications  

VOTE YES  

• VOTE YES A6 - Maintain current FAR method for determining when trees can be removed in Lowrise, 

Midrise and Seattle Mixed Zones - Continue using the FAR or floor area ratio standard which allows for 

departures outside the building to save exceptional trees (Tier 2). Builders are pushing for a guaranteed 

mailto:d_purce@yahoo.com


85% development area which would remove the city's flexibility in saving existing exceptional trees. Trees 

are already scarce in these areas and this amendment would help save trees in these areas and reduce 

urban heat island impacts.  

VOTE NO  

• VOTE NO A2 - Development area percentage in Midrise, Commercial, and Seattle Mixed zones This 

amendment would guarantee 100% lot coverage in the Midrise, Commercial, and Seattle Mixed Use 

Zones with no options to save trees. 

• VOTE NO A5 - Tier 2 tree removal allowance and accessory dwelling units - Many accessory dwelling 

units are less than 15 feet wide. Builders do not need a guaranteed 15 feet. Amendment would be 

another guaranteed reason to remove exceptional trees. Let the city keep its flexibility to decide based on 

the trees on a lot. 

Group G. Tree Protection During Development  

VOTE YES  

• VOTE YES G2 - Tree protection area delineation - This is the recommended ANSI-A300 methodology 

recommended that takes into account tree species and age of tree in determining the tree protection 

area.  

• VOTE YES G3 - Temporary reduction of tree protection areas - would result in less tree removal by 

allowing temporary intrusion under supervision.  

• VOTE YES G4 - Off-site trees during development - would require protection of off-site trees during 

development.  

VOTE NO  

• VOTE NO A4 - Calculation of lot coverage standard - tree protection area - Canopy drip line for tree 

protection areas and no temporary extensions into tree protection area would result in more tree 

removals. 

Group C. Permit Review Process 

VOTE YES  

• VOTE YES C3 - Tree Protection Areas and subdivisions, short subdivisions and lot boundary 

adjustments 

• VOTE YES C4 - require certified arborists report and participation in application team  

Group E. In-lieu fees and Replacement requirements  

VOTE YES  

• VOTE YES E6 - Codify and increase in-lieu fee amount - Addresses cost to city to plant and maintain 



trees by requiring fee start at $4000 and includes lost benefits of larger trees by fee being $4000 or 

$17.87 per square inch, whichever is larger. 

VOTE NO  

• VOTE NO E2 - Minimum in-lieu fee payment for Tier 1 and Tier 2 Trees - Does not cover estimated 

Parks Dept. $4000 cost to plant and maintain Tier 3 trees at recommended $2800 fee  

Group F. Tree Service Providers 

VOTE YES  

• VOTE YES F2 - Penalties for unregistered tree service providers 

• VOTE YES F3 - Removal from tree service registry 

Zanna Satterwhite  
zannasatterwhite@hotmail.com  
8317 17th Ave Nw.  
Seattle, Washington 98117 
 
 

From: Diana Thibado <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 8:53 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: Support these amendments to the draft Tree Protection Ordinance 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council 

We need trees where we live!  

Trees and the urban forest comprise vital green infrastructure needed to keep our city livable and healthy. 

Trees reduce air pollution, storm water runoff and climate impacts like heat island effects, while providing 

essential habitat for birds and other wildlife. They are important for the physical and mental health of our 

residents. A robust urban forest is critical for climate resilience and environmental equity. 

Please take the following action on these priority amendments:  

Group A. Development Capacity and Development Standard Modifications  

VOTE YES  

• VOTE YES A6 - Maintain current FAR method for determining when trees can be removed in Lowrise, 

Midrise and Seattle Mixed Zones - Continue using the FAR or floor area ratio standard which allows for 

departures outside the building to save exceptional trees (Tier 2). Builders are pushing for a guaranteed 

85% development area which would remove the city's flexibility in saving existing exceptional trees. Trees 

are already scarce in these areas and this amendment would help save trees in these areas and reduce 

urban heat island impacts.  

mailto:zannasatterwhite@hotmail.com


VOTE NO  

• VOTE NO A2 - Development area percentage in Midrise, Commercial, and Seattle Mixed zones This 

amendment would guarantee 100% lot coverage in the Midrise, Commercial, and Seattle Mixed Use 

Zones with no options to save trees. 

• VOTE NO A5 - Tier 2 tree removal allowance and accessory dwelling units - Many accessory dwelling 

units are less than 15 feet wide. Builders do not need a guaranteed 15 feet. Amendment would be 

another guaranteed reason to remove exceptional trees. Let the city keep its flexibility to decide based on 

the trees on a lot. 

Group G. Tree Protection During Development  

VOTE YES  

• VOTE YES G2 - Tree protection area delineation - This is the recommended ANSI-A300 methodology 

recommended that takes into account tree species and age of tree in determining the tree protection 

area.  

• VOTE YES G3 - Temporary reduction of tree protection areas - would result in less tree removal by 

allowing temporary intrusion under supervision.  

• VOTE YES G4 - Off-site trees during development - would require protection of off-site trees during 

development.  

VOTE NO  

• VOTE NO A4 - Calculation of lot coverage standard - tree protection area - Canopy drip line for tree 

protection areas and no temporary extensions into tree protection area would result in more tree 

removals. 

Group C. Permit Review Process 

VOTE YES  

• VOTE YES C3 - Tree Protection Areas and subdivisions, short subdivisions and lot boundary 

adjustments 

• VOTE YES C4 - require certified arborists report and participation in application team  

Group E. In-lieu fees and Replacement requirements  

VOTE YES  

• VOTE YES E6 - Codify and increase in-lieu fee amount - Addresses cost to city to plant and maintain 

trees by requiring fee start at $4000 and includes lost benefits of larger trees by fee being $4000 or 

$17.87 per square inch, whichever is larger. 



VOTE NO  

• VOTE NO E2 - Minimum in-lieu fee payment for Tier 1 and Tier 2 Trees - Does not cover estimated 

Parks Dept. $4000 cost to plant and maintain Tier 3 trees at recommended $2800 fee  

Group F. Tree Service Providers 

VOTE YES  

• VOTE YES F2 - Penalties for unregistered tree service providers 

• VOTE YES F3 - Removal from tree service registry 

Diana Thibado  
diana.thibado@gmail.com  
702 29th Ave S  
Seattle, Washington 98144 
 
 

From: Patricia Hansen <pat@hansendesign.com>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 1:05 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: Support these amendments to the draft Tree Protection Ordinance 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council 

We need trees where we live!  

Trees and the urban forest comprise vital green infrastructure needed to keep our city livable and healthy. 

Trees reduce air pollution, storm water runoff and climate impacts like heat island effects, while providing 

essential habitat for birds and other wildlife. They are important for the physical and mental health of our 

residents. A robust urban forest is critical for climate resilience and environmental equity. 

Please take the following action on these priority amendments:  

Group A. Development Capacity and Development Standard Modifications  

VOTE YES  

• VOTE YES A6 - Maintain current FAR method for determining when trees can be removed in Lowrise, 

Midrise and Seattle Mixed Zones - Continue using the FAR or floor area ratio standard which allows for 

departures outside the building to save exceptional trees (Tier 2). Builders are pushing for a guaranteed 

85% development area which would remove the city's flexibility in saving existing exceptional trees. Trees 

are already scarce in these areas and this amendment would help save trees in these areas and reduce 

urban heat island impacts.  

VOTE NO  

• VOTE NO A2 - Development area percentage in Midrise, Commercial, and Seattle Mixed zones This 
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amendment would guarantee 100% lot coverage in the Midrise, Commercial, and Seattle Mixed Use 

Zones with no options to save trees. 

• VOTE NO A5 - Tier 2 tree removal allowance and accessory dwelling units - Many accessory dwelling 

units are less than 15 feet wide. Builders do not need a guaranteed 15 feet. Amendment would be 

another guaranteed reason to remove exceptional trees. Let the city keep its flexibility to decide based on 

the trees on a lot. 

Group G. Tree Protection During Development  

VOTE YES  

• VOTE YES G2 - Tree protection area delineation - This is the recommended ANSI-A300 methodology 

recommended that takes into account tree species and age of tree in determining the tree protection 

area.  

• VOTE YES G3 - Temporary reduction of tree protection areas - would result in less tree removal by 

allowing temporary intrusion under supervision.  

• VOTE YES G4 - Off-site trees during development - would require protection of off-site trees during 

development.  

VOTE NO  

• VOTE NO A4 - Calculation of lot coverage standard - tree protection area - Canopy drip line for tree 

protection areas and no temporary extensions into tree protection area would result in more tree 

removals. 

Group C. Permit Review Process 

VOTE YES  

• VOTE YES C3 - Tree Protection Areas and subdivisions, short subdivisions and lot boundary 

adjustments 

• VOTE YES C4 - require certified arborists report and participation in application team  

Group E. In-lieu fees and Replacement requirements  

VOTE YES  

• VOTE YES E6 - Codify and increase in-lieu fee amount - Addresses cost to city to plant and maintain 

trees by requiring fee start at $4000 and includes lost benefits of larger trees by fee being $4000 or 

$17.87 per square inch, whichever is larger. 

VOTE NO  

• VOTE NO E2 - Minimum in-lieu fee payment for Tier 1 and Tier 2 Trees - Does not cover estimated 

Parks Dept. $4000 cost to plant and maintain Tier 3 trees at recommended $2800 fee  



Group F. Tree Service Providers 

VOTE YES  

• VOTE YES F2 - Penalties for unregistered tree service providers 

• VOTE YES F3 - Removal from tree service registry 

Patricia Hansen  
pat@hansendesign.com  
317 N 137th St  
Seattle , Washington 98133 
 
 

From: Merrielle Ondreicka <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 7:26 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: No "guaranteed 85%"! Amend the draft tree ordinance 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Trees and the urban forest comprise vital green infrastructure needed to keep our city livable and healthy. 

Trees reduce air pollution, storm water runoff and climate impacts like heat island effects, while providing 

essential habitat for birds and other wildlife. They are important for the physical and mental health of our 

residents. A robust urban forest is critical for climate resilience and environmental equity. 

Seattle’s rapid growth and increased density combined with an outdated tree ordinance are reducing 

these beneficial effects as trees are removed without serious consideration of ways to incorporate more 

of them in the development. With middle-housing zoning updates, neighborhood residential (34% tree 

canopy) will change to multi-family (23% tree canopy) and Seattle tree canopy will plummet unless strong 

and effective efforts are made to preserve trees.  

We urge you to adopt these amendments to the 2023 draft Tree Protection Ordinance. 

--------------------------------------------  

TOP PRIORITY -- We need trees where we live!  

1. Require 20% lot allowance for “tree preservation and tree planting areas” in multifamily areas and 40% 

lot allowance for 1-4 units in the neighborhood residential zone as Portland Oregon does in their family 

residential zone. Portland passed legislation in 2020 to allow up to 4plexes in their neighborhoods after 

the state mandated zoning updates. Portland responded in Nov 2022 to update their tree protection 

legislation. https://www.portland.gov/code/11/50/050  

2. Remove the guaranteed “85% lot development area” provision. If the current middle housing legislation 

passes in Olympia, almost all of Seattle would be affected by this change, with a significant loss of tree 

canopy city wide. The city needs flexibility to evaluate development and protecting trees lot by lot, not one 

size fits all circumstances.  

--------------------------------------------  
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3. Require a Tree Inventory of all trees 6” DSH and larger and a Tree Landscaping Plan be submitted by 

developers, as Portland Oregon does, prior to any building permits being approved. This information fits 

with collecting in lieu fees prior to issuing building permits and facilitates reporting and tracking of tree 

loss and replacement, rather than city workers having to pull this information from site plans. Mayor 

Harrell's Executive Order asked for data on trees removed and replaced. Getting this information up front 

from developers is the best way to do this.  

4. Require developers throughout the total development process to maximize the retention of existing 

trees 6” DSH and larger with adequate space for trees to grow and survive. The current draft removes 

consideration of protecting 6”-12” DSH trees and also removes them from site plans. Keep them on the 

site plans and protect them during development. Trees 6” DSH and larger represent 45% of trees in the 

NR zone according to Seattle’s Ecosystem Values Report. Most of these trees are established potential 

replacement trees for existing large trees that die. Trees 12” DSH and larger only represent 18% of the 

trees in the NR zone. A diversity of ages and species for trees is essential for a healthy urban forest.  

5. Retain definitions and use of exceptional and significant trees. Remove the confusing and biased 

proposed new classification of trees as Tier 1, Tier 2, Tier 3, and Tier 4. The use and understanding of 

trees as exceptional has been in the Tree Protection Ordinance since 2001 and described in more detail 

in the 2008 Director’s Rule. 16-2008. Significant trees are understood to be those 6” DSH and larger that 

are not exceptional. Many other cities, including in this region, use these definitions.  

6. Require for replacement 2 trees for 12-24″ DSH trees removed, 3 trees for 24 – 36″ DSH and 4 trees 

for above 36″ DSH for more equivalency of the increasing value of services trees provide as they 

increase in size. One for one replacement is no equivalency for what is lost as trees increase in size. 

Require that tree replacement numbers increase with the size and canopy volume of the removed tree. 

such that in 25 years or less they will reach equivalent canopy volume lost. Waiting 80 years to replace 

an 80-year-old tree is too long.  

 

7. Increase in lieu fee schedule to require the $17.87/square inch of trunk in-lieu fees to start with 12" 

DSH trees rather than 24" DSH trees. In-Lieu fees need to adequately cover the city’s additional cost of 

planting and maintaining the trees for 5 years.  

8. All replacement in lieu fees and fines should go into a One Seattle Tree Fund as stated in Mayor 

Harrell’s ‘s Executive Order. It should be a dedicated Tree Planting and Preservation Fund like Portland, 

Oregon has (not into SDCI’s budget). The Fund should be added to this draft. The Fund should report 

yearly on its budget to the City Council and Mayor. The One Seattle Tree Fund should be overseen by 

the City Urban Forester located in OSE because the distribution of funds would be interdepartmental. 

Allow the One Seattle Tree Fund (Tree Planting and Preservation Fund) to also accept fines, donations, 

grants, purchase land, set up covenants and for educational purposes as Portland, Oregon does.  

 



9. The role of the new City Forester position created by the Seattle City Council in OSE should be defined 

in this ordinance.  

 

10. Create an Urban Forestry Division within SDCI with additional staff as recommended in a separate 

budget provision or expand the Urban Forestry staff and responsibility in the Office of sustainability and 

Environment for independent oversight of trees.  

 

11. Expand the existing Seattle Department of Transportation (SDOT) Tree Removal and Replacement 

Permit Program using the Accela database system to include SDCI to cover all significant trees 6” DSH 

and larger, and all exceptional trees, on private property in all land use zones, removed both during 

development and outside development. The proposed ordinance remains a complaint-based system 

relying on citizens which has been proven to not be effective in code compliance. SDCI only has 2 

arborists who are mostly deskbound.to check site plans and in the field.  

 

12. Require SDCI to submit quarterly reports to the Office of Sustainability and Environment on tree 

removal and replacement as currently required by other City Departments and yearly as required yearly 

by Mayor Harrell’s Executive Order. 

13. Extend ordinance to cover all land use zones, including Highrise, Industrial, Downtown and 

Institutions.  

 

14. Allow city certified inspectors to enter property if necessary to ascertain any illegal tree activity.  

 

15. Expand the required tree protection covenant to include a replacement requirement for a tree that 

dies. Make it a permanent “protected tree planting site” for the life of the building.  

16. Remove or clarify language of tree drip line “may be irregular in shape to reflect variation in branch 

outer limits” Dripline is used to determine tree protection area and branches shortened in some areas 

may not reflect root structure or may have been removed in certain areas if tree has been limbed up.  

 

17. Require that maintenance of relocated and replacement trees include “watering as needed".  

18. Require street trees be planted if ADU’s are added to a lot. ADU’s reduce space for trees on site and 

increase tree removal. They are currently exempt from original lot coverage limits in the NR zone.  

 

19. Remove the 1000 square feet addition to an existing structure exemption requiring planting street 

trees. Additions increasing the building footprint are removing existing or potential tree planting and 

preservation space.  

 

20. Give the SDCI Director the authority to reduce or waive any fees assessed by this ordinance, taking 

into account a homeowner's financial circumstances or ability to pay.  



 

21. Split the purpose and intent section. Add to intent “address climate resiliency and reduce heat island 

impacts across the city”  

22. Require removal of invasive plants, like ivy, scotch broom, and holly from development sites to help 

stop the spread of invasive species in our city that add to maintenance costs and replacement of dying 

trees. 

Merrielle Ondreicka  
toothpickfarie@gmail.com  
3928 Meridian Ave N  
Seattle, Washington 98103 
 
 

From: Catherine Griffith <katygr@msn.com>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 8:16 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  
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Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Catherine Griffith  
katygr@msn.com  
2131 N 132nd Street  
Seattle, Washington 98133 
 
 

From: Deborah Davis <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 8:28 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 
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years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Deborah Davis  
davis122@gmail.com  
7715 First Ave NE  
Seattle, Washington 98115 
 
 

From: Debbi Pratt <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 8:28 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  
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Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  



Debbi Pratt  
debbi77777@hotmail.com  
3535 27th pl w  
Seattl, Washington 98199 
 
 

From: Tim Pritchard <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 8:30 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 
 

CAUTION: External Email 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Dear Seattle City Council  

Thank you so much for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The 

ordinance, as drafted, is a good beginning BUT is weighed heavily toward tree removals 

during development over protecting existing trees and building around them. What makes 

Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during 

development, all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse 

health impacts, a decrease in climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas 

currently with low canopy and environmental inequity will only get worse as they will also lose 

trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and 

environmental justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to 

plant and maintain for 5 years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three 

proposals to increase the retention and protection of our existing trees during development. 

People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid 

Rise, Seattle Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone 

is 23% and the Mixed Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. 

Retain the flexibility of the current system for the city to work with developers based on what is 

on each lot. Evaluate the environmental impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming 

Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach a 30% canopy cover goal as the city 

responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the city. The city 
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environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes like 

passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to 

issuing a building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities 

require Tree Inventories up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both 

developers and the city in moving projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed 

tracking data on tree loss and replacement as requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based 

decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has repeatedly recommended requiring 

Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is issued and trees are 

removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole 

development process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-

development. Many existing trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed 

by developers as the current ordinance lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and 

are established. Planting replacement trees is expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades 

to replace the environmental services and benefits that they now provide. Many replacement 

trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover but will not provide the same 

health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and work.  

Again, thanks very much for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Tim Pritchard  

tim.pritchard@gmail.com  

910 North 87th Street  

Seattle, Washington 98103 

 

  

From: Carrie Lafferty <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 8:32 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 
 

CAUTION: External Email 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 
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Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as 

drafted, is a good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development 

over protecting existing trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its 

green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during 

development, all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse 

health impacts, a decrease in climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas 

currently with low canopy and environmental inequity will only get worse as they will also lose 

trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and 

environmental justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to 

plant and maintain for 5 years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three 

proposals to increase the retention and protection of our existing trees during development. 

People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid 

Rise, Seattle Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone 

is 23% and the Mixed Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. 

Retain the flexibility of the current system for the city to work with developers based on what is 

on each lot. Evaluate the environmental impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming 

Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach a 30% canopy cover goal as the city 

responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the city. The city 

environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes like 

passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to 

issuing a building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities 

require Tree Inventories up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both 

developers and the city in moving projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed 

tracking data on tree loss and replacement as requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based 

decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has repeatedly recommended requiring 

Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is issued and trees are 

removed.  



Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole 

development process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-

development. Many existing trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed 

by developers as the current ordinance lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and 

are established. Planting replacement trees is expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades 

to replace the environmental services and benefits that they now provide. Many replacement 

trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover but will not provide the same 

health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Carrie Lafferty  

carrielafferty99@gmail.com  

705A N. 102nd St  

Seattle, Washington 98133 

 

  

From: Terry Nightingale <tnight@pobox.com>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 8:33 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 
 

CAUTION: External Email 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as 

drafted, is a good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development 

over protecting existing trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its 

green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during 

development, all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse 

health impacts, a decrease in climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas 

currently with low canopy and environmental inequity will only get worse as they will also lose 

trees during development.  
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Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and 

environmental justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to 

plant and maintain for 5 years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three 

proposals to increase the retention and protection of our existing trees during development. 

People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid 

Rise, Seattle Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone 

is 23% and the Mixed Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. 

Retain the flexibility of the current system for the city to work with developers based on what is 

on each lot. Evaluate the environmental impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming 

Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach a 30% canopy cover goal as the city 

responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the city. The city 

environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes like 

passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to 

issuing a building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities 

require Tree Inventories up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both 

developers and the city in moving projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed 

tracking data on tree loss and replacement as requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based 

decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has repeatedly recommended requiring 

Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is issued and trees are 

removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole 

development process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-

development. Many existing trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed 

by developers as the current ordinance lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and 

are established. Planting replacement trees is expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades 

to replace the environmental services and benefits that they now provide. Many replacement 

trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover but will not provide the same 

health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Terry Nightingale  

tnight@pobox.com  

mailto:tnight@pobox.com


3617 23rd Ave W  

Seattle, Washington 98199 

 

  

From: George Murphy <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 8:34 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 
 

CAUTION: External Email 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as 

drafted, is a good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development 

over protecting existing trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its 

green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during 

development, all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse 

health impacts, a decrease in climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas 

currently with low canopy and environmental inequity will only get worse as they will also lose 

trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and 

environmental justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to 

plant and maintain for 5 years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three 

proposals to increase the retention and protection of our existing trees during development. 

People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid 

Rise, Seattle Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone 

is 23% and the Mixed Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. 

Retain the flexibility of the current system for the city to work with developers based on what is 

on each lot. Evaluate the environmental impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming 

Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach a 30% canopy cover goal as the city 

responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the city. The city 



environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes like 

passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to 

issuing a building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities 

require Tree Inventories up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both 

developers and the city in moving projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed 

tracking data on tree loss and replacement as requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based 

decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has repeatedly recommended requiring 

Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is issued and trees are 

removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole 

development process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-

development. Many existing trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed 

by developers as the current ordinance lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and 

are established. Planting replacement trees is expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades 

to replace the environmental services and benefits that they now provide. Many replacement 

trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover but will not provide the same 

health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

George Murphy  

gmmphd75@gmail.com  

816 NE 97TH Street  

Seattle, Washington 98115 

 

  

From: Tina Michalski <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 8:35 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

mailto:gmmphd75@gmail.com


Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Tina Michalski  
tlmichalski@gmail.com  
18412 Thorsen Rd SW  
Vashon, Washington 98070 
 

mailto:tlmichalski@gmail.com


 

 
From: Moani Russell <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 8:37 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 
 

CAUTION: External Email 

 

  

 

 
 
 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 



up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Moani Russell  
moanirussell@gmail.com  
7526 39TH AVE NE  
Seattle, Washington 98115 
 
 
From: Sarah Stanley <sarah-stanley@live.com>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 8:38 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

mailto:moanirussell@gmail.com


Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Sarah Stanley  
sarah-stanley@live.com  
1618 3 rd Ave W  
Seattle , Washington 98119 
 
 

From: Annie Phillips <felicity@nwlink.com>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 8:38 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

mailto:sarah-stanley@live.com


Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  



Annie Phillips  
felicity@nwlink.com  
17600 Sylvester Rd SW  
Burien, Washington 98166 
 
 

From: Mary Tenhoff-Barton <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 8:41 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

mailto:felicity@nwlink.com


Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Mary Tenhoff-Barton  
Marytbarton@gmail.com  
12325 Hiram Pl Ne, SLOT 21  
Seattle, Washington 98125 
 
 

From: donna duffey <sahailadance@live.com>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 8:43 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

mailto:Marytbarton@gmail.com


a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

donna duffey  
sahailadance@live.com  
3112 NE 18th St  
Renton , Washington 98056 
 
 

From: Bethany Williamson <Petewil@msn.com>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 8:43 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 
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climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Bethany Williamson  
Petewil@msn.com  
13520 137th pl ne  
Kirkland , Washington 98934 
 
 

From: Sara Burgess <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 8:44 PM 

mailto:Petewil@msn.com


To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 



they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Sara Burgess  
saraburgess1@gmail.com  
333 34th Ave E  
Seattle, Washington 98112 
 
 

From: Cynthia Young <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 8:44 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 
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up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Cynthia Young  
pearl206@aol.com  
1523 NE 98th ST  
Maple Leaf in North Seattle, Washington 98115 
 
 

From: Austin French <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 8:46 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  
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Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Austin French  
austin.a.french@gmail.com  
2205 NE 117th St Unit A  
Seattle, Washington 98125 
 
 

From: Dale Rogerson <dalerogerson@live.com>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 8:46 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  
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Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  



Dale Rogerson  
dalerogerson@live.com  
1618 3rd Ave W  
Seattle, Washington 98119 
 
 

From: Matthew Weatherford <matt.weatherford@pobox.com>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 8:47 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: tree ordinance does not go far enough 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

This tree ordinance does not go far enough 

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 
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repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Matthew Weatherford  
matt.weatherford@pobox.com  
2312 NE 113th St  
Seattle, Saint Croix Island 91825 
 
 

From: Jesse Taylor <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 8:50 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 
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system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Jesse Taylor  
jesseoaktaylor@gmail.com  
30th Ave NE  
Seattle, Washington 98115 
 
 

From: Noushin Safaie <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 8:51 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  
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Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Noushin Safaie  
noushinsafaie@gmail.com  
604-11th ave East, 205  
Seattle, Washington 98102 
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From: Azadeh Tasslimi <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 8:52 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 



lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Azadeh Tasslimi  
azadeht580@gmail.com  
6450 24th Ave NW, Apt 509  
Seattle, Washington 98107 
 
 

From: Juliet Shen <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 8:53 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

mailto:azadeht580@gmail.com


Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Juliet Shen  
julietkshen@gmail.com  
6552 46th Ave NE  
Seattle, Washington 98115 
 
 

From: Albin Morneault <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 9:02 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 
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years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Albin Morneault  
albinj2@hotmail.com  
10710 Alton Ave NE  
Seattle, Washington 98125 
 
 

From: Geneva Wheeler <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 9:02 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  
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Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  



Geneva Wheeler  
ggwheel@yahoo.com  
1060 NE 98th St.  
Seattle , Washington 98115 
 
 

From: Allison Hill <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 9:03 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  
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Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Allison Hill  
allison_hill@me.com  
5629 NE 61st St  
Seattle, Washington 98115 
 
 

From: Barbara Bernard <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 9:06 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 
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a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Barbara Bernard  
barbara_bernard@yahoo.com  
3213 W Wheeler St. #451  
Seattle, Washington 98199 
 
 

From: Elizabeth Gould <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 9:10 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 
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climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Elizabeth Gould  
deficit.miner.0r@icloud.com  
7710 14th Ave NE  
Seattle, Washington 98115 
 
 

From: Elizabeth Cunningham <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 9:11 PM 
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To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 



they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Elizabeth Cunningham  
arcticgrandma@gmail.com  
1746 NW 57 St. #402  
Seattle , Washington 98107 
 
 

From: Paul Gates <PJMGATES@GMAIL.COM>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 9:15 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 
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up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Paul Gates  
PJMGATES@GMAIL.COM  
5250 35th Avenue Northeast  
Seattle, Washington 98105 
 
 

From: Rachel LaRoche <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 9:16 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please, please support OUR tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

We are supposed to be the Emerald City, How can we live up to that beautiful nickname without our 

beautiful tree canopy throughout our city. Please save our trees for generations to come. We have a 100 

year old Heritage Tree in our back yard. The Master Builders Assoc. would not hesitate to remove it. That 

would be a crime! 

Thank you for your work so far, to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, 

is a good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting 

existing trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened. 

Please don't let the Master Builder's Association take away our trees. We, you, have the power to stop 

them, do it now. 

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 
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climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Rachel LaRoche  
rachel.laroche@gmail.com  
10011 21st Ave NE  
Seattle, Washington 98125 
 
 

From: Pamela Hathaway <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 9:20 PM 
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To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 



they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Pamela Hathaway  
pamela.ann.hathaway@gmail.com  
7430 moon valley rd se  
North bend, Washington 98045 
 
 

From: Muriel Lawty <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 9:20 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

I AGREE with the following because we need the trees to help fight climate change and protect our 

health. Think of all the people who have been hospitalized or even died of heat stroke - trees help prevent 

that.  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

mailto:pamela.ann.hathaway@gmail.com


city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Muriel Lawty  
m.g.lawty@gmail.com  
3018 NE 137th St #3  
Seattle, Washington 98125 
 
 

From: Nancy Lenaburg <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 9:20 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

mailto:m.g.lawty@gmail.com


Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Nancy Lenaburg  
nlenaburg@gmail.com  
4013 39th Ave SW  
Seattle , Washington 98116 
 
 

From: Anita Barcklow <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 9:23 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

mailto:nlenaburg@gmail.com


Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  



Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Anita Barcklow  
amdbarcklow@gmail.com  
10738 Bartlett Ave. N.E.  
Seattle, Washington 98125 
 
 

From: Jonathan Gallant <jgallant@uw.edu>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 9:26 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

mailto:amdbarcklow@gmail.com


repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Jonathan Gallant  
jgallant@uw.edu  
4404 2nd Avenue NW  
SEATTLE, Washington 98107 
 
 

From: Leah Eister <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 9:28 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

mailto:jgallant@uw.edu


system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Leah Eister  
leaheisterhargrave@gmail.com  
2622 3rd Ave n  
Seattle, Washington 98109 
 
 

From: Sarah Cassidy <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 9:31 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

mailto:leaheisterhargrave@gmail.com


Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Sarah Cassidy  
sarah.farley.cassidy@gmail.com  
11609 269th Way NE  
Duvall, Washington 98019 
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From: Timothy Colman <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 9:32 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

I'm a big fan of tree cousins, please protect them. I also want to house everyone, so please do your best.  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  



Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Timothy Colman  
calmspot@gmail.com  
6521 23RD AVE NE  
Seattle, Washington 98115 
 
 

From: Michelle Pavcovich <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 9:34 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

mailto:calmspot@gmail.com


a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Michelle Pavcovich  
ladiabla333@hotmail.com  
11351 20th Ave NE  
Seattle, Washington 98125 
 
 

From: Kelly Johnson <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 9:34 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

mailto:ladiabla333@hotmail.com


climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Kelly Johnson  
soundkj@hotmail.com  
8903 20th Ave NE  
Seattle , Washington 98115 
 
 

From: Karena Danenberg <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 9:37 PM 

mailto:soundkj@hotmail.com


To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 



they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Karena Danenberg  
silvercross313@gmail.com  
3814 Fremont Ave N  
Seattle, Washington WA 
 
 

From: Garrett Michael <me@gwmichael.com>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 9:41 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 
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up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Garrett Michael  
me@gwmichael.com  
2212 E Spruce St  
Seattle, Washington 98122 
 
 

From: Marianna Clark <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 9:43 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

mailto:me@gwmichael.com


Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Marianna Clark  
mclarksea@yahoo.com  
2116 2nd Ave West  
Seattle, Washington 98119 
 
 

From: Stephen Merlino <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 9:44 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

mailto:mclarksea@yahoo.com


Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  



Stephen Merlino  
Stephenmerlino@hotmail.com  
6119 Brooklyn NE  
Seattle, Washington 98115 
 
 

From: Mireia Ravell Padial <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 9:48 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

mailto:Stephenmerlino@hotmail.com


Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Mireia Ravell Padial  
mravell@gmail.com  
6303 224th St SW  
Mountlake Terrace, Washington 98043 
 
 

From: Anisha Shankar <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 9:49 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Dear City Council, 

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 
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a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Anisha Shankar  
anisha.shankar@gmail.com  
2210 NE 92nd Street, #302  
Seattle, Washington 98115 
 
 

From: Roger Lippman <terrasol@igc.org>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 9:50 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

mailto:anisha.shankar@gmail.com


climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Roger Lippman  
terrasol@igc.org  
710 Lake Washington Blvd S  
Seattle, Washington 98144 
 
 

From: Camille Sheppard <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 9:56 PM 

mailto:terrasol@igc.org


To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 



they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Camille Sheppard  
camelliablossoms@gmail.com  
4425 42nd Ave S  
Seattle, Washington 98118 
 
 

From: Stephanie Whipple <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 9:57 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

To Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

mailto:camelliablossoms@gmail.com


up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

S  

Stephanie Whipple  
stevi.exit@gmail.com  
465 n 43rd st.  
Seattle, Washington 98103 
 
 

From: Lucy Flanagan <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 9:58 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 
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years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Lucy Flanagan  
lflanaganski@gmail.com  
12030 4th Ave NW #A  
Seattle, Washington 98177 
 
 

From: Gabriel Kennedy-Gibbens <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 10:00 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

mailto:lflanaganski@gmail.com


Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  



Gabriel Kennedy-Gibbens  
kennedy.gibbens.gabriel@gmail.com  
117 W Graves Rd  
Spokane , Washington 99218 
 
 

From: Jill Doran <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 10:00 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: Maintaining Trees and Providing Housing Can Co-Exist 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

I hope you've taken the time to read the original form letter on this topic, I am sending it again to help 

amplify the idea that there IS a solution that keeps current trees while still allowing for increased density. 

It truly does not have to be either or. Developers are RAKING in the dollars while also just bulldozing 

everything in sight and then saying 'but we planted new trees' - the new trees are not even close to the 

size of most of the existing trees on a property and are not established in the same way, thus they 

typically aren't even making it past a few years post planting. The city is seeing the Hottest May on record 

and tree canopy is one way of helping to mitigate the heat. We have known for years that we are in a 

climate crisis, saving mature and established trees is necessary to combat that. Building housing is 

necessary to combat the exorbitant cost to live in this city nowadays. But it is possible to do BOTH. Thank 

you for your work on behalf of Seattle. Save th e Trees - Build Around Them. 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 
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a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Jill Doran  
missturtle628@yahoo.com  
3137 Ne 81st St  
Seattle, Washington 98115 
 
 

From: Anne HOFF <random@wholebodyintegration.com>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 10:01 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 
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climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Anne HOFF  
random@wholebodyintegration.com  
5116 2nd Ave NW  
Seattle, Washington 98107 
 
 

From: Pamela A Okano <pokano@comcast.net>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 10:02 PM 
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To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 



they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Pamela A Okano  
pokano@comcast.net  
2211 NE 54th Apt 2D  
Seattle, Washington 98105 
 
 

From: Monal Pathak <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 10:08 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

mailto:pokano@comcast.net


up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Monal Pathak  
monal.pathak@gmail.com  
156 Florentia St Apt D  
Seattle, Washington 98109 
 
 

From: Melody Winkle <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 10:16 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

mailto:monal.pathak@gmail.com


Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Melody Winkle  
mwinkle@gmail.com  
2518 NE 92nd St  
Seattle, Washington 98115 
 
 

From: Kersti Muul <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 10:19 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

mailto:mwinkle@gmail.com


Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  



Kersti Muul  
kersti.e.muul@gmail.com  
5623 46th Ave SW  
Seattle, Washington 98136 
 
 

From: Debra Morrison <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 10:33 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  
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Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Debra Morrison  
morrisondeb6452@gmail.com  
2021 NE 75th St  
Seattle, Washington 98115 
 
 

From: Anna Chlebowski Giulietti <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 10:39 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 
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a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Anna Chlebowski Giulietti  
sarracenia.chlebowskianna@gmail.com  
4049 35th Ave sw  
SEATTLE, Washington 98126 
 
 

From: Aimee Olivier <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 10:46 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 
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climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Aimee Olivier  
aimeeolivier@gmail.com  
3505 Burke Ave N  
Seattle, Washington 98103 
 
 

From: Bonita Marques <b@marques42.org>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 10:49 PM 

mailto:aimeeolivier@gmail.com


To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 



they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Bonita Marques  
b@marques42.org  
701 N 61st St.  
Seattle, Washington 98103 
 
 

From: Tricia Sills <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 10:54 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 
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up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Tricia Sills  
tcell2@yahoo.com  
1743, NE 89th St  
Seattle, Washington 98115 
 
 

From: Nancy Simsons <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 11:04 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  
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Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Nancy Simsons  
njsimsons@gmail.com  
1709 North 82nd  
Seattle, Washington 98103 
 
 

From: Elizabeth Uding <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 11:22 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Dear City Council Members,  

PLEASE save the existing trees! There are so many reasons: 

THE PLANET DEPENDS ON IT. 
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Science has shown that smaller, younger trees do not sequester carbon nearly as well as larger trees.  

As the planet heats up trees provide natural air conditioning. We have a large spruce tree on the South 

side of our house and our house stays much cooler in hot weather than our neighbors' houses. Less 

trees in the city means more hot buildings and more people and businesses will buy air conditioning units 

which will further heat up the planet.  

If you read the book "Nature's Best Hope" by Douglas Tallamy you will understand that many forms of 

wildlife depend on trees and native species of plants IN THE CITY, as well as in wilder places outside of 

the city.  

You are important law-makers. Vote for people and planet and nature instead of voting for profits for a 

few companies. This is your legacy. Your vote on this issue carries a lot of weight and your decision will 

follow you beyond your days as City Council member. 

Thank you,  

Elizabeth Uding 8725 14th Ave NW, Seattle 

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 



up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Elizabeth Uding  
woodfrog789@gmail.com  
8725 14th AVE NW  
Seattle, Washington 98117 
 
 

From: Teri ensley <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 11:30 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  
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Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Teri ensley  
furryfaces@hotmail.com  
3809 46th Ave Sw  
Seattle, Washington 98116 
 
 

From: Kathe Sehmsdorf <kayta@comcast.net>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 11:32 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  
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Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  



Kathe Sehmsdorf  
kayta@comcast.net  
6272 19th Ave NE  
Seattle, Washington 98115 
 
 

From: Sheri Feld <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 11:36 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  
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Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Sheri Feld  
sherifeldspar@gmail.com  
9537 Evanston Ave N  
SEATTLE, Washington 98103 
 
 

From: Michael Lyons <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 11:42 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 
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a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Michael Lyons  
rigging1@hotmail.com  
2144 5th Ave W  
Seattle , Washington 98119 
 
 

From: Jackie DeVincent <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 12:12 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

I would like to share a story of why we need trees in Seattle. years ago one night in our Madison Valley 

VA duplex a few blocks from MLK, a semi trailer got unhitched from it's cab and started rolling down a 

very steep section of Denny from 23rd, tossing and crushing cars in it's path.  

The only thing that stopped that trailer from taking out my house or half my neighbors houses was a large 

old deciduous tree in the parking strip 20' from my living room. I've always been grateful for that tree - and 

we planted a tree of our own after that, which is now over 30' tall - and everyone in the neighborhood 
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loves it. I have no doubt that if we sold this place that tree would be heading for a chipper - despite all the 

laws to stop it from happening.  

I've now endured new vertical living units being built in every direction from my house and the first thing 

developers do is cut the trees on the lot - and occasionally, everything and anything that hangs over their 

lot too, even when the tree itself is on a different lot. THEY DO IT WITH IMPUNITY!!! They do it a lot. 

They do it with not a thought of whether the tree could have been used for lumber - which is just insane at 

this time when we are cooking the planet for lack of trees and burning them.  

So thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 



trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Jackie DeVincent  
ideajdevi@gmail.com  
1836 26th Ave  
Seattle, Washington 98122 
 
 

From: Elaine Hickman <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 12:40 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 
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city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Elaine Hickman  
elaine.hickman@gmail.com  
520 N 120th street  
Seattle , Washington 98133 
 
 

From: Alii Bek <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 12:52 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  
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Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Alii Bek  
aliimbek1@gmail.com  
331 1st Street, Apt 30  
Raymond, Washington 98577 
 
 

From: Lisa Mazzola <lmazzola@tampabay.rr.com>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 1:55 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 
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Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  



Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Lisa Mazzola  
lmazzola@tampabay.rr.com  
1723 W Followthru Dr  
Tampa, Florida 33612 
 
 

From: Rachel Carrasco <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 4:01 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

mailto:lmazzola@tampabay.rr.com


repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Rachel Carrasco  
powers.rachel@gmail.com  
4622 47th Ave South  
Seattle, Washington 98118 
 
 

From: mimi boothby <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 5:19 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

It's an absolute no brainer that we do not cut down healthy trees. They are of paramount importance as 

we face climate change. Plenty trees will die.. save the healthy ones.  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  
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Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

mimi boothby  
mimitabby@gmail.com  
8018 36th ave so  
Seattle , Washington 98118 
 
 

From: Barbara Sanborn <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 5:55 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  
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Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  



Barbara Sanborn  
sanbornbarbara@gmail.com  
5038B Sand Point Way NE  
Seattle, Washington 98105 
 
 

From: Michelle Bradley <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 6:34 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  
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Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Michelle Bradley  
meech13a@yahoo.com  
MLK JR Way S  
SEattle, Washington 98108 
 
 

From: Mary Cooke <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 6:44 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 
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a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Mary Cooke  
mecooke09@gmail.com  
4302 32nd Ave W  
Seattle, Washington 98199-1305 
 
 

From: Robert Blumenthal <rblument@comcast.net>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 7:08 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 
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climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Robert Blumenthal  
rblument@comcast.net  
2812 ne 62nd St.  
Seattle , Washington 98115 
 
 

From: Anita Shelton <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 7:10 AM 
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To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 



they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Anita Shelton  
anitamshel@gmail.com  
729 N 77th St  
Seattle, Washington 98103 
 
 

From: Nancy Penrose <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 7:19 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighted heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them.  

I AM APPALLED THAT THIS WEAKENED VERSION OF A TREE PROTECTION ORDINANCE IS NOW 

COMING TO A VOTE OF THE FULL COUNCIL. WHAT MAKES SEATTLE THE BEAUTIFUL EMERALD 

CITY IS ITS GREEN TREE CANOPY, WHICH WILL CONTINUE TO BE THREATENED UNDER THE 

ORDINANCE NOW GOING BEFORE THE FULL COUNCIL. THIS IS SO, SO DISAPPOINTING AFTER 

ALL THE ADVOCACY WORK AND EDUCATION BY THE MANY CITIZEN GROUPS MADE UP OF 

SEATTLEITES WHO PAY ATTENTION, WHO VOTE, AND WHO CARE ABOUT PROTECTING 

SEATTLE'S TREES. MANY OF YOU ARE NOT RUNNING AGAIN. THIS IS YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO 

DO THE RIGHT THING FOR SEATTLE TREES BEFORE YOU LEAVE OFFICE. 

Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and protection of our existing trees 

during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  
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Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Nancy Penrose  
mue.rose@gmail.com  
2402 E Olive St  
Seattle, Washington 98122 
 
 

From: Todd Stoltey <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 7:24 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 
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years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Todd Stoltey  
tstoltey@gmail.com  
4432 Baker Ave NW  
Seattle, Washington 98107 
 
 

From: Sandra Martin <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 7:42 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  
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Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  



Sandra Martin  
Sandjomar@yahoo.com  
8330 22nd Ave NW  
Seattle , Washington 98117 
 
 

From: Jennifer Godfrey <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 7:49 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  
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Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Jennifer Godfrey  
plantkingdom1@gmail.com  
1900 W NICKERSON ST, STE 116 PMB 206  
Seattle, Washington 98119 
 
 

From: Sharon Higgins <sharon.higgins@comcast.net>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 7:49 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

mailto:plantkingdom1@gmail.com


a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Sharon Higgins  
sharon.higgins@comcast.net  
415 N 157th CT  
Shoreline, Washington 98133 
 
 

From: Ilse Kluge <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 7:51 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 
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climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Ilse Kluge  
ivkluge@gmail.com  
1550 NW 195th St Unit 105  
Shoreline, Washington 98177-2855 
 
 

From: Paul Grekin <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 7:58 AM 
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To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 



they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Paul Grekin  
pgrekin@me.com  
4131 Woodlawn Ave N  
Seattle, Washington 98103-8224 
 
 

From: Ruby Madden <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 8:00 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 
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up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Ruby Madden  
rubyjamesmadden@gmail.com  
7541 18th Avenue Northwest  
Seattle, Washington 98117 
 
 

From: Sefira Bouzek <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 8:10 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  
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Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

We love our trees, and we want to keep them! 

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Sefira Bouzek  
bsefira123@gmail.com  
828 NW 53rd st  
Seattle, Washington 98107 
 
 

From: REBECCA COLLIAS <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 8:19 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

mailto:bsefira123@gmail.com


Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  



REBECCA COLLIAS  
rlcdancer@gmail.com  
6003 Greenwood Ave N  
Seattle, Washington 98103 
 
 

From: Fernando Perez <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 8:22 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  
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Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Fernando Perez  
fls.perez@gmail.com  
1111 18th Ave Apt 1  
Seattle, Washington 98122 
 
 

From: Arnie Bendich <jebendich@comcast.net>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 8:29 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 
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a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Arnie Bendich  
jebendich@comcast.net  
1754 NE 62nd St  
Seattle, Washington 98115-6821 
 
 

From: valentina warner <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 8:32 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 
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climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

valentina warner  
valentinawarner@gmail.com  
3273 MCclintock ave S  
seattle , Washington 98144 
 
 

From: Nancy Conley <icose@comcast.net>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 8:35 AM 
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To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 



they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Nancy Conley  
icose@comcast.net  
5003 51st Ave S  
Seattle , Washington 98118 
 
 

From: Alan Muller <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 8:39 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: WE NEED TREES IN THE CITY! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 
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up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Alan Muller  
venerablelekshay@gmail.com  
609 Yesler Way, Apt 2-206  
Seattle, Washington 98104-3722 
 
 

From: Deirdre curle <DEIRDRE.CURLE@GMAIL.COM>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 8:45 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  
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Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Deirdre curle  
DEIRDRE.CURLE@GMAIL.COM  
4952 13th Ave S  
Seattle, Washington 98108 
 
 

From: Lorelei Rhinehart <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 8:45 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  
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Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments. 



P.S. please don’t take my trees :,(  

Lorelei Rhinehart  
loreleirhinehart@gmail.com  
8829 27th ave NW  
Seattle, Washington 98117 
 
 

From: Joan Kitterman <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 8:46 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help ensure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 
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repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Joan Kitterman  
joankharkins@gmail.com  
3020 44th Ave W  
Seattle, Washington 98199 
 
 

From: Nancy Keith <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 8:47 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 
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system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

I would especially like to emphasize requirement of trees in parking lots. Research has shown that these 

'heat islands' cause parked cars to leak fuel fumes even when not running. Many stores with large 

parking lots plant trees but then neglect them and remove them -without replacements -when they die.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Nancy Keith  
nancy.keith55@gmail.com  
11325 Bartlett Ave. NE  
Seattle, Washington 98125 
 
 

From: Margaret Thomas <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 8:50 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  
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Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  



Margaret Thomas  
margaretthomas@outlook.com  
2351 Fairview Ave E #C  
Seattle, Washington 98102 
 
 

From: Rachel Tudor <racheltudor@comcast.net>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 8:57 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  
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Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Rachel Tudor  
racheltudor@comcast.net  
1035 Daisy Ln SW  
Tumwater, Washington 98512 
 
 

From: Gene Morris <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 9:00 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 
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a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Gene Morris  
genemorris@outlook.com  
2351 Fairview Ave E #C  
Seattle, Washington 98102 
 
 

From: Catherine Adams <catharren@live.com>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 9:16 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 
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climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Catherine Adams  
catharren@live.com  
7903 8th Ave S  
Seattle, Washington 98108 
 
 

From: Irene Holroyd <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 9:24 AM 
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To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 



they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Irene Holroyd  
ijholroyd@gmail.com  
1728 NE 55th Pl  
Seattle , Washington 98105 
 
 

From: Carol Olwell <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 9:50 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: Protect and grow Seattle's essential urban forest! 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 
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up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, please support these tree protections. It takes a very long time to create a thriving urban forest, 

and your decisions now will influence how much pollution, heat and beauty Seattle experiences in the 

next 50 years. Thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Carol Olwell  
cjolwell@gmail.com  
2117 5th Ave. W  
Seattle, Washington 98119-2809 
 
 

From: Marian Wineman <mwineman@comcast.net>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 9:50 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 
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years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Marian Wineman  
mwineman@comcast.net  
3611 45th Ave W  
Seattle, Washington 98199 
 
 

From: Dan OKEEFE <danny@dannyokeefe.com>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 9:57 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  
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Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  



Dan OKEEFE  
danny@dannyokeefe.com  
PO Box 13439  
Burton, Washington 98013 
 
 

From: Bernice Maslan <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 10:08 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: PLEASE!!! Suggested amendments to support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Dear City Council, 

We are counting on you to help Seattle stay liveable. The majority of our trees are on private land. If we 

give developers 85% guaranteed hard scape, we're giving away most of our trees. See below for details 

on what we'd like to see to make the Tree Protection Ordinance more functional so we can get our 30% 

tree canopy in the future. 

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 
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up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Bernice Maslan  
bmaslan08@gmail.com  
9705 1st Avenue Northwest  
Seattle, Washington 98117 
 
 

From: Emilie Burnham <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 10:08 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: Sick of cities and developers referrring to natural, tree'd parcels as "empty" land. Please support tree 
protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

I can't believe anything needs to be said with the dramatic effect in past years due to climate change. 

Trees absorb 80 of CO2 and create wind breaks, climate cooling, habitat for wildlife diversity (that which 

we can see as well as that which cannot see). There are so many existing structures that could be razed 

or refurbished without the need to clear cut the last bits of park setting. Without increased efforts to 

maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, all areas will see a significant 

decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in climate resiliency and 

increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental inequity will only get 

worse as they will also lose trees during development in addition to setting a precedent to other nearby 
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boroughs. Maintaining ALL remaining canopies in and around Seattle should be the priority, not 

discussing how to keep a few tokens. We've already gone too far r egarding the environment and have 

already experienced the interconnection between humans and nature. Communities, cities, counties, 

states, countries are interconnected. We cannot approach environmental conservation as though we are 

only speaking of Seattle. Every action that depletes or degrades our natural habitat has a chain reaction 

affecting the entire globe. We are a rich, entitled country and should be helping other countries if at the 

very least, by setting an example.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live. 

Also, regulate that newly planted trees be significantly older, not the less expensive twigs that developers 

like to plant, and native to the Pacific Northwest. Proactive placement of tree plantings needs to be 

overseen as well. I see new developments with gratuitous plantings of ornamental, very small trees that 

are planted too close to the buildings, not followed up with watering (young trees need to be watered for 

their first 4-5 years until established, more during heat domes).  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 



but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Emilie Burnham  
hamonfire@gmail.com  
19820 62nd Ave NE  
Kenmore, Washington 98028 
 
 

From: Margaret Martin <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 10:11 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. I have lived in Seattle for 70 years 
and each year see fewer and fewer trees and more and more apartment buildings. While I know we need 
places for people to live we truly need to protect t... 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  
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Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Margaret Martin  
billybobmarg@gmail.com  
1024 NE 127th Street  
Seattle, Washington 98125 
 
 

From: Nancy Hannah <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 10:18 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 
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years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Nancy Hannah  
nancyhannah75@gmail.com  
7526 27th Ave. NE  
Seattle, Washington 98115 
 
 

From: Alice Speers <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 10:31 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  
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Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Don't let the Emerald City become a brown, dry, hot city! 

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  



Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Alice Speers  
alicespeers@gmail.com  
6850 Woodlawn Ave NE  
Seattle, Washington 98115 
 
 

From: ELIZABETH RIGGS <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 10:48 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 
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repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

ELIZABETH RIGGS  
eb.riggs@yahoo.com  
606 N. 63rd St  
Seattle, Washington 98103 
 
 

From: Mary Keeler <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 10:55 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 
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system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Mary Keeler  
mkeeler.uw.edu@gmail.com  
1102 NW 83rd  
Seatt;e, Washington 98117 
 
 

From: Holly Girouard <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 11:16 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

mailto:mkeeler.uw.edu@gmail.com


Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

All the best,  

Holly Girouard 



Holly Girouard  
museinc1@aol.com  
13535 36th Ave Ne  
Seattle, Washington 98125 
 
 

From: Elizabeth Sokol <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 11:25 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

mailto:museinc1@aol.com


Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Elizabeth Sokol  
eli_sokol@yahoo.com  
17722 28th Ave NE  
Lake Forest Park, Washington 98155 
 
 

From: Bonnie Bledsoe <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 11:36 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

mailto:eli_sokol@yahoo.com


a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Bonnie Bledsoe  
bonnielynnseattle@gmail.com  
11010 28th Ave NE  
Seattle, Washington 98125 
 
 

From: Barbara O'Steen <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 11:38 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 
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climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Barbara O'Steen  
barbarajosteen@yahoo.com  
4364 SW Cloverdale St  
Seattle, Washington 98136 
 
 

From: Peter Sanderson <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 11:40 AM 
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To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 



they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Peter Sanderson  
peter.sanderson.seattle@gmail.com  
1128 24th Ave S  
Seattle, Washington 98144 
 
 

From: Nima Kazeminia <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 11:54 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

mailto:peter.sanderson.seattle@gmail.com


up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Nima Kazeminia  
nima_ka@yahoo.com  
947 N 87th St  
Seattle, Washington 98103 
 
 

From: Roberta DeVore <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 12:13 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

mailto:nima_ka@yahoo.com


Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Roberta DeVore  
bobbie.devore@gmail.com  
5740 - 27th Avenue NE  
Seattle, Washington 98105 
 
 

From: Ben Wildman <ben.wildman@comcast.net>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 12:32 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: You, me and everyone else needs trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 
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trees and building around them. What can help to off-set global warming particularly in an urban area 

such as Seattle is mature trees. 

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will result in a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease 

in climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and 

environmental inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  



Ben Wildman  
ben.wildman@comcast.net  
2024 Franklin Ave East, Apt 3  
Seattle, Washington 98102 
 
 

From: Mara Macdonald <mara@biggerfish.net>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 12:32 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  
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Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Mara Macdonald  
mara@biggerfish.net  
10503 Durland Ave. NE.  
Seattle, Washington 98125 
 
 

From: Barbara Fristoe <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 12:44 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 
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a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Barbara Fristoe  
bfristoe@mac.com  
3418 16th AVE s  
Seattle , Washington 98144 
 
 

From: charles williams <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 12:46 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 
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climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

charles williams  
chuckwilliams1@me.com  
7850 E. Green Lake Dr. N., #102  
Seattle, Washington 98103 
 
 

From: Antoinette Ferrara <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 1:08 PM 
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To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 



they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Antoinette Ferrara  
antoinette.ferrara@gmail.com  
2707 Nob Hill Avenue N  
Seattle, Washington 98109-1747 
 
 

From: Neil Ludman <nludjunk@nclzap.com>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 1:12 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 
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up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Neil Ludman  
nludjunk@nclzap.com  
6326 20th Avenue Northeast  
Seattle, Washington 98115 
 
 

From: Susan Oxley <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 2:06 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

mailto:nludjunk@nclzap.com


Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Susan Oxley  
sdoxley@yahoo.com  
3421 Southwest Roxbury Street  
Seattle, Washington 98126 
 
 

From: Daniel Keefe <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 2:09 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  
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Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  



Daniel Keefe  
papadan44@gmail.com  
11010 28th Ave NE  
Seattle, Washington 98125 
 
 

From: Annie Hoppe <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 2:52 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

mailto:papadan44@gmail.com


Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Annie Hoppe  
annie.hoppe@gmail.com  
7850 E Green Lake Drive N, APT 201  
Seattle, Washington 98103 
 
 

From: Victoria King <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 3:05 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Dear City of Seattle Councilmembers: 

I was genuinely excited to read that the City Council was working on developing a Tree Protection 

Ordinance that would do just that -- protect our existing tree canopy -- which has been seriously 

diminished in recent years -- and provide for enhancement of our City's tree canopy in the coming years. 

Given the impact that climate change is already having -- change that will only grow more impactful in the 

coming years -- this policy is desperately needed now and for the future. 

At this point, though, the Council is set to pass a policy that will reduce such protections.  

I strongly urge the City Council to adopt a policy that will increase protection and retention of existing 

trees during development. Planting saplings in some offsite location during development is hardly a 

substitute for protecting mature trees; replacement trees do not always live and, even if they do, it takes 

decades for such trees to grow to maturity. 

Urban growth and tree retention CAN CO-EXIST. I urge the City Council to: 

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what’s on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes on Seattle’s ability to reach a 30% canopy cover goal as the city 
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responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the city.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist’s report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has repeatedly recommended requiring Tree 

Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is issued.  

Maximize the retention of existing 6″ DSH and larger trees during development. This is already required 

during pre-development and many of the trees are not in the building footprint. PEOPLE NEED TREES 

WHERE THEY LIVE!!! These trees are paid for, well established, and less vulnerable to climate change 

and lack of frequent watering. Planting replacement trees is expensive, not all survive, and it takes 

decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that they now provide.Please adopt the 

following measures:  

 

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 



requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, I urge the Council to give serious consideration of these amendments and to adopt them.  

At the end of the day we all want and need a livable Seattle and that means a Seattle with robust mature 

trees. 

Victoria King  
vkbirder@gmail.com  
7326 55th Ave NE  
Seattle, Washington 98115 
 
 

From: Rebekkah Madden <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 3:07 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  
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Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Rebekkah Madden  
rebekkahmadden@gmail.com  
7541 18th ave nw  
Seattle, Washington 98117 
 
 

From: Jeff Mcgrath <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 3:13 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  
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Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  



Jeff Mcgrath  
jeffmcgrath30@gmail.com  
2117 19th ave S, House  
Seattle, Washington 98144 
 
 

From: Anita Shelton <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 3:55 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  
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Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Anita Shelton  
anitamshel@gmail.com  
729 N 77th  
Seattle , Washington 98103 
 
 

From: Beth Brunton <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 4:02 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 
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a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Beth Brunton  
bebrunton@hotmail.com  
1900 28th ave s  
Seattle, Washington 98144 
 
 

From: Susan Froeschner <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 4:02 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 
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climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Susan Froeschner  
seattlesoundsolutions@gmail.com  
720 N 82nd St  
Seattle, Washington 98103 
 
 

From: Katie Detrano <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 4:08 PM 
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To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 



they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Katie Detrano  
ktdetrano@gmail.com  
6025 Palatine Ave N  
Seattle, Washington 98103 
 
 

From: Madeline Wagonblast <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 4:24 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 
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up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Madeline Wagonblast  
madelinewagonblast@gmail.com  
7453a 4th Ave Ne  
Seattle, Washington 98115 
 
 

From: Pamela Joseph <pbjoseph@comcast.net>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 4:50 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  
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Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Pamela Joseph  
pbjoseph@comcast.net  
6261 19th Avenue NE  
Seattle, Washington 98115 
 
 

From: Trees and People Coalition <treesandpeople@pacificwest.com>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 4:52 PM 
To: LEG_CouncilMembers <council@seattle.gov>; Strauss, Dan <Dan.Strauss@seattle.gov>; Herbold, Lisa 
<Lisa.Herbold@seattle.gov>; Nelson, Sara <Sara.Nelson@seattle.gov>; Juarez, Debora 
<Debora.Juarez@seattle.gov>; Sawant, Kshama <Kshama.Sawant@seattle.gov>; Morales, Tammy 
<Tammy.Morales@seattle.gov>; Pedersen, Alex <Alex.Pedersen@seattle.gov>; Mosqueda, Teresa 
<Teresa.Mosqueda@seattle.gov>; Lewis, Andrew <Andrew.Lewis@seattle.gov> 
Cc: Lewis, Naomi <Naomi.Lewis@seattle.gov>; Ellis, Steven <Steven.Ellis@seattle.gov>; Bush, Murphy 
<Murphy.Bush@seattle.gov>; Thaler, Toby <Toby.Thaler@seattle.gov>; erin.house@seatte.gov; Dawson, 
Parker <Parker.Dawson@seattle.gov>; Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov>; 
letters@seattletimes.com 
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Subject: Notice that Study is needed on Revision 3 of the Tree Removal CB 120534 
Importance: High 
 

CAUTION: External Email 

The City Council will vote on a significant tree removal council bill 120534 this coming 
Tuesday, May 23 in full session at 2 pm. This revamped version from last year’s Hearing 
Examiner-affirmed ordinance is a major rewrite and flawed relative to removing existing tree 
retention with design provisions of SMC 25.11.070 (pages 25-37). 
  

  

Follow State and Local Review processes: 

• There are significant impacts as noted in the attached and below; and the proposed 
version 3 of a tree removal ordinance will have significant adverse environmental 
impacts that have not been adequately addressed by the City.  

•  Before any City Council vote adopts this version of the ordinance, the City must 
withdraw the current DNS, conduct updated environmental review for the new 
ordinance, and issue a new threshold determination for the ordinance.  

• The adverse impacts to disadvantaged residential area trees will be severe and this, 
in turn, will cause all of the typical significant adverse effects related to tree removal 
without space or provisions for equitable tree planting. 

  

CB 120534  
  

Council Bill 
(CB) 

Full Council 
Agenda Ready 

AN ORDINANCE relating to tree protection; balancing the need for housing production and increasing tree protections; 
and amending Sections 23.44.020, 23.47A.016, 23.48.055, 23.76.004, 23.76.006, and Chapter 25.11 of the Seattle 
Municipal Code. 

  

  
  

Without studying the impact to approximately 56,000 existing trees 

within multifamily zones, the vote regarding the Council Bill 120534 

must be postponed to enable the Urban Forestry Commission, the Green 
New Deal Oversight Board, SDCI, OPCD, Seattle Parks & Recreation, 

Seattle Department of Transportation, and other key stakeholders to 
technically review the ordinance thoroughly to assess tree 

removal changes that mandate an environmental study (verses 
proposed Determination of Non-Significance). 
  
Please note that more work needs to be done as recommended by several recent letters of 
the Urban Forestry Commission. There is no chance that a new delegation of Council-
members in 2024 would be able to retract and rectify the tree removal impacts to low-
canopy and high-displacement risk precincts residential areas. The mayor’s version from 
2022 took over a decade took over a decade (before the Master Builders’ appealed without 
a reasonable cause). 
  

 
What about today’s 60-page revamped proposal? What is the answer? 
  

http://seattle.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6073330&GUID=FEBB6E0E-F9F3-4BFF-98C5-10B035A517FC&Options=ID|Text|&Search=tree
http://seattle.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6073330&GUID=FEBB6E0E-F9F3-4BFF-98C5-10B035A517FC&Options=ID|Text|&Search=tree


The good news is the current version 3 rewrite may be further vetted 
and edited to exclude high-displacement risk and low tree canopy 

(>25%) precincts from the proposed enhanced tree removal 
requirements proposed within SMC 25.11.070. 
  
  
Why address this now? 
See the attached letters from the Beacon Hill Council (BHC) and the Urban Forestry 
Commission (UFC) that support this request and give background. 
  

• The ordinance does not align with the Green New Deal ordinance and does not 
align with Seattle's commitment to environmental equity. The communities that 
already are most impacted by climate change stand to lose the most trees. 

• The way the ordinance is written, it will ensure that unchecked development 
can cover 85-100% of a lot with "hardscape" (buildings, parking, walkways, etc.) in 
low-rise (multi-family) and high-rise zones. This leaves ajust one smaller tree with no 
room for mature trees and will allow the removal of Exceptional trees protected and 
preserved today. 

• Multifamily zones have just 933 acres of tree canopy within private land, that’s 
roughy over 56,000 trees (averaging canopy per tree is 750 sq ft).  

• Caution about lot subdivision practices to remove all large trees. The 
very common practice of lot subdivision in lowrise multifamily zones will now be 
used to remove Exceptional trees over 20-feet drip-line diameter (such a pre-
subdividing one 6000 sq ft lot into three 2000 sq ft lots ).  

• The smaller the lot, the smaller the lot area remaining for critical root zones on 
today’s otherwise protected exceptional trees. Amend proposed code to calculate 
using the parent lot area before lot subdivisions. 

• The State Middle Housing Bill 1110 was signed by Gov. Inslee. Under this bill, almost 
any residential lot in Seattle could be designated multi-family. The increase in 
multifamily development in residential areas will speed up tree loss, especially 
in vulnerable communities that have the fewest trees, unless we increase 
protection for trees in low-rise multifamily zones. The ordinance does the 
opposite. 

• We need more affordable housing. People who need affordable housing also 
need trees close to their homes to offset rising temperatures, pollution, and 
other health hazards. The unseasonably hot weather of the past week gives us a 
tiny taste of the heat that is coming. Affordable housing and tree preservation do not 
need to be in conflict with each other. 

• This has not been a balanced proposal or City-dictated process; open 
communications on the removal provisions have been circumvented before engaging 
the urban forestry commission in proposed changes. 

• By ordinance, the City was required to consult the Urban Forestry Commission to 
give this group of diverse volunteer experts and stakeholders an opportunity to make 
research-based recommendations. This did not happen.The UFC attempted to 
compensate for a very short timeline to make recommendations for over 
50 amendments.  

• The Seatte Land Use Committee voted out about two-thirds of the UFC substantive 
recommendations at their meeting on May 4 and approved all 12 amendments 
recommended by the Master Builders Association of King and Snohomish Counties 
(MBAKS). Committee members did not have the time they needed to understand the 



full impact of the votes they were taking… occasionally abstaining from voting for that 
reason. 

• Planting new trees is important, but young trees can't do the environmental 
work that mature trees do. It takes many years of growth for a young tree to replace 
a mature tree. We need to plant more trees AND save more of the ones we already 
have. 

  

What about the Seattle 2035 Comprehensive Plan? 

• The Seattle Comprehensive Plan section on the 'Built Environment' (page 34) 
item GS 3.8 states: "Encourage the preservation and expansion of the tree canopy 
throughout the city for the aesthetic, health and environmental benefits trees provide, 
considering first the residential and mixed-use areas with the least tree canopy in 
order to more equitably distribute the benefits to residents." 

• The Seattle Comprehensive Plan (page 133) item EN 1.2 states: "Strive to 
increase citywide tree canopy coverage to 30 percent by 2037 and to 40 percent over 
time." 

• The Seattle Comprehensive Plan (page 389) item R-ER1 on 'Envrionmental 
Policies' states: "Protect and enhance the urban forest on public and private 
property to reduce storm runoff, absorb air pollutants, reduce noise, stabilize soil, and 
provide habitat." 

   

Please feel free to contact me by phone (312-965-0634) to talk more about this important 
issue. We know we should legislate both density and urban trees on private land. 
Current multifamily build one dwelling per 1,150 dwelling sq ft of lot area and can preserve 
more than just 15% of the canopy. There is not adequate open area within streets and 
public lands to replace the tree canopy acerage on provate land; and the 2021 tree canopy 
assessment appendix demonstrates that private land parcels being developed have lost 
over one-third of their canopy cover area whereas undeveloped private land parcels have 
averaged a canopy loss of less than 2%.  
  

The future of many younger people in Seattle depend on our City Council actions now, with 
over 1,000 acres of canopy that needs to be planted now in order to achieve the 2037 
Comprehensive Plan. ( Based on 30% citywide average canopy cover by 2027 compared to 
28.1% measured in 2021. ) 
  
  

Sincerely,                                     

  

Trees and People Coalition 

w/ David Moehring, AIA NCARB 

  
May 19, 2023 at 4:55 pm 

 Just published: Seattle's proposed tree ordinance is the legislative 

equivalent of a chain saw | Editorial 

 

https://www.seattle.gov/rsji/city-work-plans/seattle-2035
https://www.seattletimes.com/opinion/editorials/seattles-proposed-tree-ordinance-is-the-legislative-equivalent-of-a-chain-saw/
https://www.seattletimes.com/opinion/editorials/seattles-proposed-tree-ordinance-is-the-legislative-equivalent-of-a-chain-saw/


From: Magda Ashtok <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 5:15 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 



lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Magda Ashtok  
gronx3400@gmail.com  
13542 42nd Ave. NE  
Seattle, Washington 98125 
 
 

From: Karen Barrett <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 5:52 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo RE: Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance.  

The ordinance, as drafted, is a beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during 

development over protecting existing trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its 

green canopy, is still threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development. Please consider adopting the 

following: 

* Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, 

Seattle Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the 

Mixed Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the 

current system for the city to work with developers based on what’s on each lot. Evaluate the 

environmental impact of the proposed changes on Seattle’s ability to reach a 30% canopy cover goal as 

the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the city. The city environmental 

review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes like passage of HB 1110 or 

guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones. 100% lot coverage is a disservice to the people 

who will be living there. 100% lot coverage decreases permeable surfaces to the extent that not only will 

street trees lack adequate underground water & soil reserves to thrive, but our already struggling water 

treatment facilities will also be increasingly overwhelmed. 
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* Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist’s report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has repeatedly recommended requiring Tree 

Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is issued. 

* Maximize the retention of existing 6″ DSH and larger trees during development. This is already required 

with plating and short plating during pre-development. They all need to be included in the building plan, 

pre-permit. Trees not in the building footprint are being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. PEOPLE NEED TREES WHERE THEY LIVE!!! These trees are paid for, well 

established, and less vulnerable to climate change and lack of frequent watering. These trees are 

survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is expensive, not all survive, and it takes 

decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that they now provide. Planting replacement 

trees is expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and 

benefits that they now provide.  

* Make the in-lieu-of replacement costs equal to the actual cost of replacing AND maintaining for a 

minimum of five years. It should be a figure that accurately represents the true value of the tree based on 

size and environmental contribution. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will 

increase canopy cover but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them 

where people live and work.  

 

Again, thank you for your work and consideration of these amendments. I am so very tired of the MBA 

whining, threatening, and getting precedence over our long-term goals for this beautiful city. Please do 

the right thing. 

Karen Barrett  
karenbarrettdesign@gmail.com  
24th Ave E  
Seattle, Washington 98122 
 
 

From: Anne Roda <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 6:31 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  
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Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Anne Roda  
imanneroda@gmail.com  
1941 Gilman Dr W Lowr  
Seattle, Washington 98119 
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From: Kjersten Gmeiner <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 6:36 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 



lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Kjersten Gmeiner  
gmeiner.k@gmail.com  
12051 14th Ave NE  
Seattle, Washington 98125 
 
 

From: Margaret Nims <margot888@comcast.net>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 7:31 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  
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Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Margaret Nims  
margot888@comcast.net  
2722 N.E 87th Street  
Seattle, Washington 98115 
 
 

From: Anita Elder <anita@anitaelder.com>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 8:40 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 
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years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Anita Elder  
anita@anitaelder.com  
5911 Latona Ave NE  
Seattle , Washington 98105 
 
 

From: Alex Pearson <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 8:42 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  
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Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  



Alex Pearson  
alexandrabronwyn@gmail.com  
5515 28th Ave Ne  
Seattle, Washington 98105 
 
 

From: Marissa Herrmannsfeldt <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 9:01 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  
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Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Marissa Herrmannsfeldt  
mlamherr@gmail.com  
3827 47th Ave NE  
Seattle, Washington 98105 
 
 

From: Liann Sundquist <liann@oz.net>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 9:15 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 
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a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Liann Sundquist  
liann@oz.net  
7211-36th Avenue SW  
Seattle, Washington 98126-3218 
 
 

From: Thomas Murphy <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 9:25 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 
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climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Thomas Murphy  
murphy.thomas8@gmail.com  
530 10TH AVE E  
Seattle , Washington 98102 
 
 

From: Peggy Printz <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 9:41 PM 
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To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them.  

Please adopt the following three proposals: 

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Peggy Printz  
peggyjprintz@gmail.com  
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7729 57th Avenue NE  
Seattle, Washington 98115 
 
 

From: Robin Barr <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 9:51 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  



Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Robin Barr  
barr.robin@yahoo.com  
11048 20th Ave NE  
Seattle, Washington 98125 
 
 

From: Arianne Misener <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 9:59 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 
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a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Arianne Misener  
almisener@hotmail.com  
7717 Aurora Avenue North  
Seattle , Washington 98103 
 
 

From: Madeleine DeGracia <m@casadegracia.us>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 9:59 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 
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climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Madeleine DeGracia  
m@casadegracia.us  
7707 16th Avenue NW  
Seattle, Washington 98117 
 
 

From: Dorene Carrel <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 10:45 PM 
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To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 



they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Dorene Carrel  
dorenea5@yahoo.com  
15237 21st Ave SW, #313  
Burien , Washington 98166 
 
 

From: JONAH GRIFFITH <jonah@objectcreative.com>  
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 11:13 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 
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up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

JONAH GRIFFITH  
jonah@objectcreative.com  
7331 21st Ave NW  
SEATTLE, Washington 98117 
 
 

From: Christine Larson <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Saturday, May 20, 2023 5:58 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  
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Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Christine Larson  
clarson1023@gmail.com  
1416 18th Ave  
Seattle , Washington 98122 
 
 

From: Rosemary Orr <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Saturday, May 20, 2023 6:29 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  
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Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  



In this time of increasing temperatures and changing climate, we need the tree canopy more than ever. 

Cutting down trees is NOT the way to go even though you think you have a plan to mitigate. Please leave 

the tress where they are and make the developers work with the canopy.  

Rosemary Orr  
rosorr44@gmail.com  
4566 NE 89th Street  
Seattle, Washington 98115 
 
 

From: David Peckham <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Saturday, May 20, 2023 6:45 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 
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projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

David Peckham  
roomfullofbud@hotmail.com  
11100 92ND ST SE TRLR 13  
Snohomish, Washington 98290 
 
 

From: Wilma Shaw <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Saturday, May 20, 2023 6:47 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Please don’t destroy our Seattle  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  
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Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Wilma Shaw  
wilmashaw@gmail.com  
3017 NW 73rd St  
Seattle, Washington 98117 
 
 

From: Apollo Moonfire <apollo@gscottworks.com>  
Sent: Saturday, May 20, 2023 6:50 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: SUPPORT TREE PROTECTION! We need trees! Lots & Lots of Trees! 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Dear Seattle City Council, 

It is rare for me to write to you. I write today to first thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree 

Protection Ordinance. The ordinance — as drafted — is a very good BEGINNING, BUT it is weighed far 
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too heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing trees and building around 

them. Part of what makes Seattle, Seattle — its green canopy — is threatened.  

Efforts to maximize retention of existing trees across the city during development is essential. All areas 

will see a noticeable and significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a 

decrease in climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and 

environmental inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  



Apollo Moonfire  
apollo@gscottworks.com  
8606 35th Ave NE #424  
Seattle, Washington 98115 
 
 

From: M Helena Leonard <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Saturday, May 20, 2023 7:02 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  
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Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

While I had some help writing this letter, these are my words, my thoughts, my feelings. As a resident of 

Seattle since 1977, as a parent whose children were born and raised here and who are now raising their 

children here, I can tell you that the need for trees is not just an aesthetic desire. They are critical to our 

health. They are critical to our well-being. We need more trees and more outdoor space. Please save 

what we still have. 

M Helena Leonard  
elenaleonard@me.com  
7001 Seaview Ave NW  
Seattle, Washington 98117 
 
 

From: dmoehring@consultant.com <dmoehring@consultant.com>  
Sent: Saturday, May 20, 2023 7:02 AM 
To: LEG_CouncilMembers <council@seattle.gov>; Harrell, Bruce <Bruce.Harrell@seattle.gov>; Burgess, Tim 
<Tim.Burgess@seattle.gov>; Strauss, Dan <Dan.Strauss@seattle.gov> 
Cc: Lewis, Naomi <Naomi.Lewis@seattle.gov>; treesandpeople@pacificwest.com; Emery, Chanda 
<Chanda.Emery@Seattle.gov>; Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: Withdraw Determination of Non-significance from Tuesday’s city council Tree Removal CB 120534) 
 

CAUTION: External Email 
  
  

Mayor and Council of Seattle, 
 

Note the important attached documents from the Space for Trees AND Residents 

STAR coalition. Please distribute to all City Council before the Tuesday May 23 
City Council full session. 
 

Thank you! 
 
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2023 at 4:52 PM 
From: "Trees and People Coalition" <treesandpeople@pacificwest.com> 
To: council@seattle.gov, dan.strauss@seattle.gov, lisa.herbold@seattle.gov, sara.nelson@seattle.gov, 
debora.juarez@seattle.gov, Kshama.Sawant@seattle.gov, Tammy.Morales@seattle.gov, 
alex.pedersen@seattle.gov, Teresa.Mosqueda@seattle.gov, andrew.lewis@seattle.gov 

Cc: naomi.lewis@seattle.gov, steven.ellis@seattle.gov, Murphy.Bush@seattle.gov, toby.thaler@seattle.gov, 
erin.house@seatte.gov, parker.dawson@seattle.gov, patricia.bakker@seattle.gov, 
letters@seattletimes.com 
  

Subject: Notice that Study is needed on Revision 3 of the Tree Removal CB 120534 
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The City Council will vote on a significant tree removal council bill 120534 this coming 
Tuesday, May 23 in full session at 2 pm. This revamped version from last year’s Hearing 
Examiner-affirmed ordinance is a major rewrite and flawed relative to removing existing tree 
retention with design provisions of SMC 25.11.070 (pages 25-37). 
  
  

Follow State and Local Review processes: 

• There are significant impacts as noted in the attached and below; and the proposed 
version 3 of a tree removal ordinance will have significant adverse environmental 
impacts that have not been adequately addressed by the City.  

•  Before any City Council vote adopts this version of the ordinance, the City must 
withdraw the current DNS, conduct updated environmental review for the new 
ordinance, and issue a new threshold determination for the ordinance.  

• The adverse impacts to disadvantaged residential area trees will be severe and this, 
in turn, will cause all of the typical significant adverse effects related to tree removal 
without space or provisions for equitable tree planting. 

  

CB 120534    
Council Bill 
(CB)  

Full Council 
Agenda Ready  

AN ORDINANCE relating to tree protection; balancing the need for housing production and increasing tree protections; 
and amending Sections 23.44.020, 23.47A.016, 23.48.055, 23.76.004, 23.76.006, and Chapter 25.11 of the Seattle 
Municipal Code.  

  
  

 What about the Seattle 2035 Comprehensive Plan? 

• The Seattle Comprehensive Plan section on the 'Built Environment' (page 34) 
item GS 3.8 states: "Encourage the preservation and expansion of the tree canopy 
throughout the city for the aesthetic, health and environmental  benefits trees provide, 
considering first the residential and mixed-use areas with the least tree canopy in 
order to more equitably distribute the benefits to residents." 

• The Seattle Comprehensive Plan (page 133) item EN 1.2 states: "Strive to 
increase citywide tree canopy coverage to 30 percent by 2037 and to 40 percent over 
time."  

• The Seattle Comprehensive Plan (page 389) item R-ER1 on 'Environmental 
Policies' states: "Protect and enhance the urban forest on public and private 
property to reduce storm runoff, absorb air pollutants, reduce noise, stabilize soil, and 
provide habitat."  

   

Please feel free to contact me by phone (312-965-0634) to talk more about this important 
issue. We know we should legislate both density and urban trees on private land. 2021 
tree canopy assessment appendix demonstrates that private land parcels being developed 
have lost over one-third of their canopy cover area whereas undeveloped private land 
parcels have averaged a canopy loss of less than 2%.  
  

The future of many younger people in Seattle depend on our City Council actions now, with 
over 1,000 acres of canopy that needs to be planted now in order to achieve the 2037 
Comprehensive Plan. 
  

http://seattle.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6073330&GUID=FEBB6E0E-F9F3-4BFF-98C5-10B035A517FC&Options=ID%7CText%7C&Search=tree
http://seattle.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6073330&GUID=FEBB6E0E-F9F3-4BFF-98C5-10B035A517FC&Options=ID%7CText%7C&Search=tree
https://www.seattle.gov/rsji/city-work-plans/seattle-2035


  

Sincerely,                                     

  

Trees and People Coalition 

w/ David Moehring, AIA NCARB 

  

May 19, 2023 at 4:55 pm  

 Just published: Seattle's proposed tree ordinance is the legislative equivalent 

of a chain saw | Editorial 

 

From: Robin Sinner <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Saturday, May 20, 2023 8:40 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

https://www.seattletimes.com/opinion/editorials/seattles-proposed-tree-ordinance-is-the-legislative-equivalent-of-a-chain-saw/
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up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Robin Sinner  
rsinn@hotmail.com  
5024 50th Ave Sw  
Seattle, Washington 98136 
 
 

From: Jeannette Chen <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Saturday, May 20, 2023 8:40 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

mailto:rsinn@hotmail.com


Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Jeannette Chen  
whereswalsh@yahoo.com  
2400 NW 80th Street, #122  
Seattle, Washington 98117 
 
 

From: Cedar Burnett <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Saturday, May 20, 2023 8:45 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  
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Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  



Cedar Burnett  
cedarthvader@gmail.com  
152 NW 78th St  
Seattle, Washington 98117 
 
 

From: Katherine Woolverton <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Saturday, May 20, 2023 9:21 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  
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Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Katherine Woolverton  
kwoolverton@gmail.com  
7755 16th Ave SW  
Seattle, Washington 98106 
 
 

From: Forest Greenway <verdivia@fastmail.fm>  
Sent: Saturday, May 20, 2023 9:34 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 
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a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Forest Greenway  
verdivia@fastmail.fm  
6212 17th NW  
Seattle, Washington 98107 
 
 

From: Stephen Thein <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Saturday, May 20, 2023 9:48 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 
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climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Stephen Thein  
faschingschwank@gmail.com  
302 S Brandon St  
Seattle, Washington 98108 
 
 

From: JoElla Weybright <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Saturday, May 20, 2023 10:27 AM 

mailto:faschingschwank@gmail.com


To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Please, please, please!! Consider these issues carefully.  

1. Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, 

Seattle Mixed and Commercial zones.  

2. Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist’s report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit.  

3. Maximize the retention of existing 6″ DSH and larger trees during development. This is already 

required during pre-development and many of the trees are not in the building footprint. PEOPLE NEED 

TREES WHERE THEY LIVE!!!  

Seattle needs housing, yes, but Seattle needs trees. We need both. Please do not allow developers to 

push you into making a decision that will hurt tree canopy. Thank you for your careful consideration. 

JoElla Weybright  
weybright109@gmail.com  
1517 NE 63rd St  
Seattle, Washington 98115 
 
 

From: Molly Brown <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Saturday, May 20, 2023 10:42 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

When I moved to Ballard in 1997, a neighbor led efforts to replant street trees through ReTree Seattle. I 

am now so pleased to see many healthy street trees and so appreciate the shade on warm days. All of 

Seattle deserves this type of shade, not just single family areas with older homes. The newer dense 

housing initiatives are important, but must coexist with trees that protect us all. Developer’s bank 

accounts are not as important as creating a healthy city for all. 

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 
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climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Molly Brown  
unsinkable1@gmail.com  
7730 23rd Ave NW  
Seattle, Washington 98117 
 
 

From: jebendich@comcast.net <jebendich@comcast.net>  
Sent: Saturday, May 20, 2023 10:51 AM 

mailto:unsinkable1@gmail.com


To: LEG_CouncilMembers <council@seattle.gov>; Harrell, Bruce <Bruce.Harrell@seattle.gov>; Burgess, Tim 
<Tim.Burgess@seattle.gov>; Strauss, Dan <Dan.Strauss@seattle.gov> 
Cc: Lewis, Naomi <Naomi.Lewis@seattle.gov>; treesandpeople@pacificwest.com; Emery, Chanda 
<Chanda.Emery@Seattle.gov>; Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov>; dmoehring@consultant.com 
Subject: FW: Withdraw Determination of Non-significance from Tuesday’s city council Tree Removal CB 
120534) 
 

CAUTION: External Email 

Dear Council and Mayor Harrell, 

 

Over the past 14 years, since the last tree ordinance, I have written repeatedly and provided the 

Council and then mayor quotations citing Alexander von Humboldt, Thomas Jefferson, Simon 

Bolivar (who planted one million trees), article after article, citations to media, scientists, 

environmentalists, architects who incorporate existing trees into their designs . . about the existential 

importance of trees.   As CB 120534 shows, it falls on deaf ears.  This beautiful city I love is on its 

way to environmental devastation.  Disregard the truth about how trees are critical to our survival – 

protection against heat, pollution, water runoff, essential for the well-being of humans and 

wildlife.  Trees are worth millions and millions, perhaps billions of dollars in providing these 

environmental necessities.   

 

The attachments to Mr. Moehring’s email should be read and re-read thoroughly by each of you until 

the information becomes ingrained in you souls.  You should adopt what experts say; you should play 

by the rules you once made; you should reject the greed of a few; you should be prepared for more 

and more deaths from heat, pollution, and floods if you don’t.  And you should reject this bill and 

start afresh by listening to the experts who know.   

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

 

Judith E. Bendich 

 
1754 NE 62nd St. 
Seattle, WA 98115 

 

 
Judith E. Bendich 
1754 NE 62nd St. 
Seattle, WA 98115 
 
 

From: Kat Frymoyer <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Saturday, May 20, 2023 11:26 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: Support urban canopy!! 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  



Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Kat Frymoyer  
katfrymoyer@gmail.com  
3500 27th pl w  
Seattle , Washington 98199 
 

mailto:katfrymoyer@gmail.com


 

From: Sophia Keller <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Saturday, May 20, 2023 11:28 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

I wrote to you during the last opportunity to comment, and it appears that my post was not noted. I have 

not changed my position, which is reflected in the memo below. As a resident of Seattle since 1961, my 

experience of Seattle as a flourishing urban canopy of great diversity has been a mainstay of life in this 

city. Since our exploding need for housing, the density has increased, but does not require deforestation. 

Trees and housing coordinate to produce weather and flooding regulation, essential habitat for stressed 

urban wildlife and birds, and aesthetic enjoyment, especially in our abundant flowering trees, among the 

most diverse and extensive in the nation. Short-sightedness and tunnel vision are incompatible with 

effective urban planning. Safeguard our arboreal heritage as well as housing our growing population. This 

is wisdom in practice. 

Please implement the amendments listed below.  

Sophia Keller, RN, MA, PhD candidate in Sustainable Communities 

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 



city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Sophia Keller  
keltiawind@gmail.com  
851 SW 127th Street  
Seattle, Washington 98146 
 
 

From: Mary Gwinn <mgwinn@bookcritics.org>  
Sent: Saturday, May 20, 2023 1:05 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

mailto:keltiawind@gmail.com


Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments. Trees are invaluable support for 

wildlife and people- don’t let development pressure destroy more trees. We can have more housing and 

trees if you adopt these amendments. 

Mary Gwinn  
mgwinn@bookcritics.org  
7814 39th Ave SW  
Seattle , Washington 98136 
 
 

From: jean newman <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Saturday, May 20, 2023 1:37 PM 

mailto:mgwinn@bookcritics.org


To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: Please support tree protections. We need trees where we live! 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 



they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

jean newman  
jncrlnwmn@gmail.com  
1707 NE 75th St.  
Seattle, Washington 98115-4439 
 
 

From: shana kelly <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Saturday, May 20, 2023 1:54 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

mailto:jncrlnwmn@gmail.com


up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

shana kelly  
kellshan@hotmail.com  
123 NE 57th St  
Seattle, Washington 98105 
 
 

From: Judy Siehl <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Saturday, May 20, 2023 4:58 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

mailto:kellshan@hotmail.com


Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Judy Siehl  
judithsiehl@gmail.com  
2040 13th Ave W Apt 21  
Seattle, Washington 98119 
 
 

From: Norah Scully <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Saturday, May 20, 2023 5:41 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

mailto:judithsiehl@gmail.com


Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  



Norah Scully  
scullynorah@gmail.com  
1414 NW 62nd St.  
Seattle, Washington 98107 
 
 

From: Mia Richkind <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Saturday, May 20, 2023 7:20 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  
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Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Mia Richkind  
mrichkind@gmail.com  
500 Aloha St  
Seattle , Washington 98109 
 
 

From: Katherine Weybright <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Saturday, May 20, 2023 8:33 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 
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a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Please save our trees. Please.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Katherine Weybright  
kweybright@gmail.com  
1410 W Raye St, Apt 104  
Seattle, Washington 98119 
 
 

From: O’Malley Margaret <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Saturday, May 20, 2023 9:01 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 
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climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

O’Malley Margaret  
margareto99soft@gmail.com  
736 N 90th St  
Seattle, Washington 98103 
 
 

From: Joy Pruitt <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Saturday, May 20, 2023 9:03 PM 
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To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 



they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Joy Pruitt  
joympruitt@gmail.com  
19855 19th Ave NW  
Shoreline, Washington 98177 
 
 

From: Christina Masters <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Saturday, May 20, 2023 10:56 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 
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up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Christina Masters  
cmasters.ca@gmail.com  
310 NE 170th St  
Shoreline, Washington 98155 
 
 

From: Gloria Arand <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Saturday, May 20, 2023 11:42 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  
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Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Gloria Arand  
gloriaarand@hotmail.com  
7010 6th Ave NW  
Seattle, Washington WA 
 
 

From: Fred Leibold <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Sunday, May 21, 2023 12:03 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

mailto:gloriaarand@hotmail.com


Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  



Fred Leibold  
fleibold@hotmail.com  
7010 6th Ave nw  
Seattle, Washington 98117 
 
 

From: Janice Price <janicepr@earthlink.net>  
Sent: Sunday, May 21, 2023 3:15 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council: 

I live in the upper Fremont neighborhood. Many one-family homes, which had yards providing green 

cover, have been and continue to be replaced by expensive condos that cover the lot completely with 

manmade materials. Any greenery installed by the developer is more often than not not maintained by the 

new owners, leaving a desert atmosphere in the summertime with zero shade. What about climate 

change? What about providing homes for the birds? What about following the recommendations of our 

city’s own Urban Forestry Commission, for whose work we citizens have paid with our hard-earned 

taxes? Given the prices of the new-builds, it looks to me as though the current and proposed regulations 

regarding trees benefit mainly the developers and wealthy tech workers.  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 
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city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Janice Price  
janicepr@earthlink.net  
118 N. 43rd St  
Seattle, 98103 
 
 

From: Katy Curtis <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Sunday, May 21, 2023 6:56 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  
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Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Katy Curtis  
katy.c.curtis@gmail.com  
6506 Palatine Ave N  
Seattle , Washington 98103 
 
 

From: Teri ensley <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Sunday, May 21, 2023 7:33 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 
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Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  



Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Teri ensley  
furryfaces@hotmail.com  
3809 46th Ave Sw  
Seattle, Washington 98116 
 
 

From: Kristina Krause <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Sunday, May 21, 2023 7:49 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 
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repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Kristina Krause  
kristina.kek@gmail.com  
431 North 70th Street  
Seattle , Washington 98103 
 
 

From: Shannon Bailey <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Sunday, May 21, 2023 8:09 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

First off, thank you for continuing to work on this important issue. And it is important for the quality of life 

for all citizens of Seattle, for our fellow creatures who rely on our good habits, and for the environment. As 

you make your final decision I would like to also add a few thoughts for you to consider. 

As we continue to use resources by destroying and then rebuilding we need to find a way to strike a 

balance for giving back to our earth. Tree preservation is one of those ways.  

Since we have basically given over most of the city of Seattle to development we should also provide a 

way to preserve what we can. The cost of tearing out trees can, in the future, leave us more destitute 

emotionally, spiritually and environmentally. More housing is needed - but so are trees. And tree 

replacement elsewhere will not satisfy that loss - especially with the upcoming climate change issues.  

And if we really want to honor and recognize the original occupants of this land, the Native Americans, 

don't you think we should do it in action and not just words? They recognized, and still recognize, the 

bond and interdependency with all living things. I suspect that cutting down trees in such mass quantities 

would not be in their language or thoughts because of their respect for all life.  
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That is why I support the following changes to the tree ordinance you will be passing. Please adopt the 

following three proposals to increase the retention and protection of our existing trees during 

development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Shannon Bailey  
shannonlbb@yahoo.com  
7051 19th Ave NE  
Seattle, Washington 98101 
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From: Jennifer Hamilton <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Sunday, May 21, 2023 10:22 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 



lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Jennifer Hamilton  
myadd4783@gmail.com  
1807 13th ave s #207  
Seattle, Washington 98144 
 
 

From: Kirk Bailey <kirkb01@uw.edu>  
Sent: Sunday, May 21, 2023 10:28 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

I just finished reading the Seattle Times Editorial on your Tree Ordinance Policy that mainly involves 

feedback from developers - who are going to be the main beneficiary of the recent zoning changes. And 

NOW you are giving them the power to diminish the quality of life in Seattle.  

You have been such an activist council but now it looks very much like you are in the pockets of 

developers who have no desire to anything other than tear down houses and build more for their own 

profit. If they were real partners for the citizens of Seattle they would work to find ways to maintain tree 

canopy and add housing. Which, by the way, Seattle does not need to supply ALL the new housing. The 

rest of the state can be participants as well.  

Please prove that you are listening to the groups that have more experience and expertise and reinstate 

the amendments as proposed by the Urban Forestry Committee. At the very least, give the new city 

council a chance to rectify your errors by putting this vote on hold. As outgoing council members who 

have no stake in the outcome you should not make this monumental, and irrevocable, decision. If you 

won't do that then at least do the following. 

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

mailto:myadd4783@gmail.com


years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Kirk Bailey  
kirkb01@uw.edu  
7051 19th Ave NE  
Seattle, Washington 98115 
 
 

From: Ginele M. Lee <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Sunday, May 21, 2023 10:39 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  
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Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  



Ginele M. Lee  
gmlee12th@yahoo.com  
12246 12th Ave S.  
Burien, Washington 98168 
 
 

From: Barbara Jeniker <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Sunday, May 21, 2023 10:41 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

REMOVE THE GARANTEED LOT DEVELOPMENT AREAS OF 85% IN LOW RISE ZONES AND 100% 

IN MIDRISE ZONES, SEATTLE MIXED AND COMMERCIAL ZONES. Current canopy coverage in the 

Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy 

Study. Retain the flexibility of the current system for the city to work with developers based on what is on 

each lot. Evaluate the environmental impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive 

Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation 

increasing housing density across the city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not 

evaluate the impacts of proposed changes like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development 

areas in selected zones.  

REQUIRE A TREE INVENTORY (Arborist's report) AND TREE PLAN (Retention and Planting) PRIOR 

TO ISSUING A BUILDING PERMIT. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities 

require Tree Inventories up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers 

and the city in moving projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree 

loss and replacement as requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban 
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Forestry Commission has repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront 

before a Building permit is issued and trees are removed.  

MAXIMUZE THE RETENTION OF EXISTING HEALTHY 6" DSH AND LARGER TREES DURING THE 

WHOLE DEVELOPMENT PROCESS. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-

development. Many existing trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by 

developers as the current ordinance lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are 

established. Planting replacement trees is expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the 

environmental services and benefits that they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in 

parks which will increase canopy cover but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits 

as retaining them where people live and work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Barbara Jeniker  
bajeniker@gmail.com  
7541 - 10th Ave. NW  
Seattle, Washington 98117 
 
 

From: wm waldman <wwaldmanmd@erols.com>  
Sent: Sunday, May 21, 2023 10:44 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 
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system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

wm waldman  
wwaldmanmd@erols.com  
3701 South Hudson Street  
Seattle, Washington 98118 
 
 

From: Barbara Jeniker <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Sunday, May 21, 2023 10:50 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  
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Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

**********Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid 

Rise, Seattle Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and 

the Mixed Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of 

the current system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the 

environmental impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's 

ability to reach a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing 

density across the city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of 

proposed changes like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

**********Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to 

issuing a building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree 

Inventories up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city 

in moving projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and 

replacement as requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry 

Commission has repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a 

Building permit is issued and trees are removed.  

**********Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole 

development process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. 

Many existing trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the 

current ordinance lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting 

replacement trees is expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental 

services and benefits that they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will 

increase canopy cover but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them 

where people live and work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Barbara Jeniker  
bajeniker@gmail.com  
7541 - 10th Ave. NW  
Seattle, Washington 98117 
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From: Bina Wilson <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Sunday, May 21, 2023 11:52 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

I’ve lived in my Fremont neighborhood for almost 10 years. During that time I have noticed the bird 

population disappearing. There is hardly any left now. The yards with trees have been replaced by million 

dollar condos, with no mitigation. It is disheartening and incredibly sad.  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  



Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Bina Wilson  
binaleighwilson@yahoo.com  
3624 Whitman ave N, unit 2  
Seattle, Washington 98103 
 
 

From: Alex Fay <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Sunday, May 21, 2023 12:03 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 
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a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Alex Fay  
alexafpfay@gmail.com  
1507 N 39th ST  
Seattle, Washington 98103 
 
 

From: Judith Leshner <jack2729rabbit@earthlink.net>  
Sent: Sunday, May 21, 2023 12:24 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  
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Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Judith Leshner  
jack2729rabbit@earthlink.net  
2568 10th Ave W  
Seattle, Washington 98119 
 
 

From: Mireia Ravell Padial <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Sunday, May 21, 2023 12:37 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 
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Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  



Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Mireia Ravell Padial  
mravell@gmail.com  
6303 224th St SW  
MountlakeTerrace , Washington 98043 
 
 

From: Darcy Parker <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Sunday, May 21, 2023 1:47 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 
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repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Darcy Parker  
parkercolven4@yahoo.com  
9105 40th Ave NE  
Seattle, Washington 98115 
 
 

From: Nancylee Oczkowski <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Sunday, May 21, 2023 1:53 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 
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system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Nancylee Oczkowski  
nancyleeao@gmail.com  
132 NW 84thSt.  
Seattle, Washington 98117 
 
 

From: Ginny allemann <vallemann@comcast.net>  
Sent: Sunday, May 21, 2023 2:54 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development. We need to protect our 

current canopy of existing trees by building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, 

is threatened under the draft ordinance!  

mailto:nancyleeao@gmail.com


Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and protection of our existing trees 

during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Ginny allemann  
vallemann@comcast.net  
2344 federal ave e  
Seattle, Washington 98102 
 
 

From: Tammy Clark <retail@tammyclark.org>  
Sent: Sunday, May 21, 2023 3:08 PM 
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To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 



they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Sincerely,  

Tammy T Clark  

Tammy Clark  
retail@tammyclark.org  
346 NE 56th St  
Seattle, Washington 98105 
 
 

From: Barbara Burrill <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Sunday, May 21, 2023 4:11 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need to keep our mature trees! Please support stronger tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

I am reminded by how weak our current tree protections are as I witness the methodical destruction of the 

two majestic old oak trees at the Wallingford Post Office. I don't care who owns the property, we live in 

the city of Seattle and the death of those trees was preventable.  

I am pro-density but first I am pro-tree. We can have multifamily housing designed in more interesting and 

creative ways that will preserve the mature trees on-site. I live in a non-conforming city lot with two 100' 

coast redwoods which have been expensive to live with and build around over the years, but they are a 

top priority to my family. Trees live where they are planted; they can't run away as other wild creatures do 

when humans take over their space. How short-sighted are [non-Native] humans when they choose to cut 

down large trees.  

Thank you for your work so far to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, 

is a good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting 

existing trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 
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years to help ensure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live, in 

every neighborhood.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Barbara Burrill  
growgoodfruit@gmail.com  
2328 N Pacific St  
Seattle, Washington 98103 
 
 

From: Julie Couture Caplan <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Sunday, May 21, 2023 4:28 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

mailto:growgoodfruit@gmail.com


Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  



Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Julie Couture Caplan  
couture.julie@gmail.com  
2306 Ne 73rd St  
Seattle, Washington 98115 
 
 

From: Kate Richardson <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Sunday, May 21, 2023 6:22 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: Don't sacrifice established trees which are already helping to cool the urban core. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed far too heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting 

existing trees and building around them. It makes no sense to reduce resilience to coming heat waves. 

Young, newly planted trees, should they even survive the extreme weather events that are sure to come, 

won't contribute to neighborhood health for decades. That isn't supplying a safe and healthy 

neighborhood for anybody! 

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas, including areas around King County, will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased 

adverse health impacts, a decrease in climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas 

currently with low canopy and environmental inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees 

during development.  

The ordinance needs an eyes-wide-open approach, with adequate tree inventories and flexibility to 

recognize that each lot may have its own unique situation to consider. Don't Clearcut Seattle has 

important suggestions to modify the proposal and keep Seattle on the path toward building climate crisis 

resilience. It's going to be tough enough to face the future; let's not make it any harder than it needs to 

be. 

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Kate Richardson  
riverchat_kr@hotmail.com  
16414 12th Ave SW  
Burien, Washington 98166 
 
 

From: Joshua Caplan <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Sunday, May 21, 2023 6:51 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

mailto:couture.julie@gmail.com
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Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy - is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 



but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Joshua Caplan  
joshua.caplan@gmail.com  
2306 NE 73rd Street  
Seattle, Washington 98115 
 
 

From: Cat Reny <catreny@earthlink.net>  
Sent: Sunday, May 21, 2023 7:31 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

mailto:joshua.caplan@gmail.com


projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Cat Reny  
catreny@earthlink.net  
332 N. 101st St.  
Seattle, Campeche 98133 
 
 

From: Deb Jaquith <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Sunday, May 21, 2023 7:43 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

mailto:catreny@earthlink.net


Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Deb Jaquith  
dragonfishgirl@hotmail.com  
8714 18th Ave NW  
Seattle, Washington 98117 
 
 

From: Stella Schiefer <stella@akalaitis.net>  
Sent: Sunday, May 21, 2023 8:36 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

mailto:dragonfishgirl@hotmail.com


Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  



Stella Schiefer  
stella@akalaitis.net  
3116 NE 84th  
Seattle , 98– 
 
 

From: Deepa Munoz <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Sunday, May 21, 2023 9:20 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

mailto:stella@akalaitis.net


Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Deepa Munoz  
deepa.parashar@gmail.com  
9534 14th Ave Nw  
Seattle, Washington 98117 
 
 

From: Christin Morrison <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Sunday, May 21, 2023 9:36 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 
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a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Christin Morrison  
chr.mor10@gmail.com  
1239 ne 98th st.  
Seattle, Washington 98115 
 
 

 
Thornton Creek Alliance 

                                                                                                                    Post Office Box 25690 

                                       Seattle, WA 98165-1190 

 

                                                                                                                    May 21, 2023 

 

Mayor Bruce Harrell 

Seattle City Council 

Seattle City Hall 

600 Fifth Avenue 

Seattle, Washington 98104 
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RE:  Proposed Tree Protection Code 

 

Dear Mayor Harrell and Seattle City Council Members, 

 

For thirty years Thornton Creek Alliance (TCA) has been dedicated to restoring the health of the 

Thornton Creek watershed for the benefit of salmon and other wildlife and for the enjoyment Seattle 

and Shoreline residents.  We work with Seattle Public Utilities, Seattle Parks and Recreation, Seattle 

schools, King County, and many hundreds of Seattle and Shoreline volunteers. We see unresolved 

issues with the proposed Seattle Tree Protection Code, even as it has evolved during the Council Land 

Use Committee process. 

 

First of all, the review process required by city code was abridged when the Urban Forestry 

Commission (UFC) was denied the opportunity to review the proposed legislation.  Mayor Harrell and 

Land Use Committee chair CM Dan Strauss should suspend the process, respect the UFC’s request for 

more time to review and assess the current draft, and the council should be given more time to review 

and incorporate the UFC’s recommendations spelled out in their letter of May 17, 2023.  
 

The Seattle Race and Social Justice Initiative has also been abridged since stakeholders have not been 

consulted on how this issue benefits or burdens the community in terms of racial equity. We all need 

to work together to craft a tree protection code that keeps mature trees and adds new ones as we work 

with developers to build the housing we need.  TCA strongly supports protecting our trees while adding 

housing for denser neighborhoods. 

 

Particularly of concern to TCA are the provisions for planting new trees offsite to replace those 

removed, or in-lieu payments charged to developers.  Those actions do not mitigate properly for the 

function of any mature trees that may be removed for developments.  Trees and greenspace, often on 

private property, provide important habitat for our urban wildlife, especially birds.  These neighborhood 

trees also benefit people by cleaning our air, moderating temperatures, moderating flood runoff, and 

supporting mental health.  Keeping those trees in place and functioning is critical. 

 

Since 2004 Green Seattle Partnership has been hard at work planting trees and restoring our public 

natural areas, but despite this effort, according to the 2021 tree canopy survey, Seattle’s Parks still lost 

111 acres of tree canopy since 2016.  This points up the need to be very cautious in removing the trees 

we have. 

 

Please bring back and vote for CM Pedersen’s inch for inch tree replacement amendment (#16 E4), so 

that when trees must be removed and ‘replaced ‘eventual tree canopy coverage should be augmented,  

If our city is to remain livable, specific steps to reach Seattle’s goal of 30% tree canopy cover by 2037 

must be incorporated into the code and tracked or it will become another empty slogan.  We need more 

time to examine likely effects of the proposed increases in impervious surfaces. 

 

Please remove the new amendment proposing 100 percent lot coverage in Midrise, Commercial, and 

Seattle Mixed zones.  These areas already suffer from low canopy cover, and all neighborhoods need 

the benefits trees provide.  Before voting on this harmful provision please provide data on how this 

formula would impact neighborhood tree canopy coverage over time. 

 

Further, the original plan of allowing 85% lot coverage in Lowrise, Midrise, commercial, and Seattle 

Mixed zones would not leave enough room for mature trees to be kept or for young trees to mature into 

the canopy we need.  Before voting on this additional damaging provision that now applies only to 

Lowrise zones, can you please provide data on how this formula would impact neighborhood tree 

canopy coverage over time? 

 



We would point out that when the Master Builders Association of King and Snohomish Counties 

(MBAKS) appealed the proposed tree protection code in 2022 (W-22-003), one of their grounds for 

appeal was that the code would drive up the cost of housing and hamper increasing the supply.  The 

Hearing Examiner found that their case was based solely on speculation, and MBAKS lost on every 

point.   

 

Developers continue making these claims today and still provide no supporting data.  Nevertheless, the 

council bill that sailed through the hearing has been discarded in favor of this current bill that 

undermines tree preservation and public benefit in favor of developer desires.  

 

Developers are saying they want certainty in the codes they must follow.  Give them the certainty that 

they must plan around existing mature trees and not rely on an expectation that removed trees can be 

replaced in another location. 

 

Finally, we must respectfully disagree with Land Use Committee Chairman Strauss’s contention that 

we can try the new provisions and see how they work.  That speaks to adaptive management, which 

ordinarily is good, but it requires clear definition of success based on clear metrics.  Importantly in this 

case, when trees are removed, there is no quick or easy reversal.  New trees will take decades to mature, 

leaving large gaps in time before functionality of removed trees is restored.  This cannot be treated as 

an experiment.  The City must strive to get it right on the first go, and maintain or increase our urban 

tree canopy, not allow it to decrease.   

 

We appreciate your consideration of these matters which will affect the health of our neighborhoods 

for generations to come. 

Sincerely,                                         

                        
Dan Keefe,                                   Ruth Williams, 

President                                  Land Use Committee Chair 
 
 

THORNTON CREEK ALLIANCE (TCA), founded in 1993, is an all-volunteer, grassroots, 

nonprofit organization of over 180 members from Shoreline and Seattle, dedicated to preserving and 

restoring an ecological balance throughout the Thornton Creek watershed. Our goal is to benefit the 

watershed by encouraging individuals, neighborhoods, schools, groups, businesses, agencies, and 

government to work together in addressing the environmental restoration of the creek system 

including:  water quality, stabilization of water flow, flood prevention, and habitat improvement 

through education, collaboration, and community involvement. 

 
 
www.thornton-creek-alliance.org  

www.facebook.com/Thornton.Creek.Alliance  
 
 

From: Callie Neylan <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Sunday, May 21, 2023 10:26 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

http://www.thornton-creek-alliance.org/
http://www.facebook.com/Thornton.Creek.Alliance


Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  



Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Callie Neylan  
neylano@me.com  
1934 4th Ave West  
Seattle, Washington 98119 
 
 

From: Tarah Helliwell <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Sunday, May 21, 2023 10:49 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Large trees provide shade to keep us cool. Without trees near your new developments, temperature 

weak Seattlites will resort to air conditioning which will make our city even hotter! Also, humans need 

trees to breathe, Housing without trees would mean empty houses, where no one will be paying rent 

which doesn't make cents nor sense.  

Your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance is appreciated, but shortsighted. The ordinance, 

as drafted, is a good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over 

protecting existing trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is 

threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

mailto:neylano@me.com


Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Tarah Helliwell  
tarah.reynolds@gmail.com  
2901 NE Blakeley St  
Seattle, Washington 98105 
 
 

From: Rosa Vissers <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Sunday, May 21, 2023 10:54 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

mailto:tarah.reynolds@gmail.com


years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Rosa Vissers  
rosavissers@gmail.com  
4265B Linden Ave N  
Seattle , Washington 98103 
 
 

From: Jen Blume <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Monday, May 22, 2023 12:29 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: Please support tree protections!!! 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

mailto:rosavissers@gmail.com


Trees make neighborhoods livable. We need to treat trees as the valuable resource they are, providing 

shade, cooling and a place for birds and an animals to live. Developers must be made to prioritize the 

protection of our trees. Thank you! 

Jen Blume  

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 



lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Jen Blume  
jenblume10@hotmail.com  
3131 Ne 83rd St  
Seattle, Washington 98115 
 
 

From: Ellen Braun-Kelly <embkelly@comcast.net>  
Sent: Monday, May 22, 2023 2:03 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

mailto:jenblume10@hotmail.com


Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Ellen Braun-Kelly  
embkelly@comcast.net  
10623 Exeter Ave NE  
Seattle , Washington 98125 
 
 

From: Lassie Webster <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Monday, May 22, 2023 6:41 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

mailto:embkelly@comcast.net


years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Lassie Webster  
lassiewebster@gmail.com  
2727 NE 91st Street  
Seattle, Washington 98115 
 
 

From: Dan Webster <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Monday, May 22, 2023 7:26 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

mailto:lassiewebster@gmail.com


Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  



Dan Webster  
danwebsterworks@gmail.com  
2727 NE 91st street  
Seattle, Washington 98115 
 
 

From: Joyce BAMBERGER <JOYCE.BAMBERGER@GMAIL.COM>  
Sent: Monday, May 22, 2023 8:27 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

mailto:danwebsterworks@gmail.com


Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Joyce BAMBERGER  
JOYCE.BAMBERGER@GMAIL.COM  
5155 54th Ave S  
Seattle, Washington 98118 
 
 

From: Hannah Salia <hannahsalia@comcast.net>  
Sent: Monday, May 22, 2023 8:54 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 
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a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Hannah Salia  
hannahsalia@comcast.net  
5735 S UPLAND RD  
SEATTLE, Washington 98118-3058 
 
 

From: lubowstern@gmail.com <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Monday, May 22, 2023 9:14 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 
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climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

lubowstern@gmail.com  
5127 S Pearl St.  
Seattle , Washington 98118 
 
 

From: Susan Ward <susward27@outlook.com>  
Sent: Monday, May 22, 2023 9:18 AM 
To: Harrell, Bruce <Bruce.Harrell@seattle.gov> 

mailto:lubowstern@gmail.com


Cc: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: Tree Code 
 
CAUTION: External Email 
 
14 years of delay,  and now we’re presented with a new “Tree Code” draft hammered out behind closed 
doors. Without Urban Forestry Commission input or review.  What is the Urban Forestry Commission for, 
Mayor Harrell? What is a 30% tree canopy goal for, if we pass legislation that makes it impossible? 85 to 100% 
lot coverage sanctions clearcuts, particularly of large shade-giving trees. How  many developers will 
voluntarily spare existing trees, without laws mandating it? Global warming is real, and mature trees- not 
replacement saplings and small ornamentals- are among our few weapons to ameliorate it. 
 
Land Use Committee members who voted down Pedersen’s amendments which would have eliminated 
several disastrous policies- shame on them.  The Council should restore the amendments, or start again, and 
work with the UFC.  Mayor, please insist on this, and refuse the proposal as it currently stands. 
 
Susan Ward 
10330 Wallingford Ave N 
Seattle 98133 
 
206 536 5060 
 
 
 

From: Dy Pratt <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Monday, May 22, 2023 9:41 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 



Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Dy Pratt  
debbi77777@hotmail.com  
3535 27 pl w  
Seattle, Washington 98199 
 
 

From: Mireia Ravell Padial <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Monday, May 22, 2023 10:02 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

mailto:debbi77777@hotmail.com


Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Mireia Ravell Padial  
mravell@gmail.com  
6303 224th St SW  
MountlakeTerrace , Washington 98043 
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From: Victoria Khemani <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Monday, May 22, 2023 10:25 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 



lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Victoria Khemani  
victoria.khemani@gmail.com  
6811 30th ave ne  
Seattle , Washington 98115 
 
 

From: Christina Wagner <cmwzia@comcast.net>  
Sent: Monday, May 22, 2023 12:45 PM 
To: Morales, Tammy <Tammy.Morales@seattle.gov>; Mosqueda, Teresa <Teresa.Mosqueda@seattle.gov>; 
Nelson, Sara <Sara.Nelson@seattle.gov>; Strauss, Dan <Dan.Strauss@seattle.gov>; Harrell, Bruce 
<Bruce.Harrell@seattle.gov>; Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Tree Protection Ordinance 
 

CAUTION: External Email 

I am Rainier Beach Resident who was very alarmed to learn of your recent committee vote to approve 
CB120534 the tree ordinance update.  
   
I had previously written in support of important amendments by Urban Forestry Commission/others (see 
below) but seems as if those considerations were disregarded (under pressure from Builders Association??)  
   
I urge you to vote down this flawed ordinance and take time needed with good process for input to develop a 
policy that really will protect our Seattle tree canopy (a stated city goal).  
   
This is a critical time when all neighborhoods will be experiencing increased density/development.  
   
The loss of more large trees with their invaluable contribution to cooling, quality of life for people and 
wildlife, especially in neighborhoods in South Seattle will be devastating.  
   
Don't let your legacy be a future of energy-guzzling unlivable housing without large trees protected.  
   
Thank you for your work and re-considering this crucial issue.  
Christina Wagner  
Seattle, WA  
---------- Original Message ----------  
From: Christina Wagner <cmwzia@comcast.net>  
To: "Bruce.Harrell@seattle.gov" <Bruce.Harrell@seattle.gov>, "Patricia.Baker@seattle.gov" 
<Patricia.Baker@seattle.gov>  
Cc: "Dan.strauss@seattle.gov" <Dan.strauss@seattle.gov>, "Tammy.morales@seattle.gov" 
<Tammy.morales@seattle.gov>, "Sara.nelson@seattle.gov" <Sara.nelson@seattle.gov>, 
"Alex.Pedersen@seattle.gov" <Alex.Pedersen@seattle.gov>, "Teresa.Mosqueda@seattle.gov" 
<Teresa.Mosqueda@seattle.gov>  
Date: 04/06/2023 12:03 PM PDT  
Subject: Tree Protection Ordinance  
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I am writing as long time South Seattle resident who has experienced for >30 years that my house without 
air-conditioning with its tall trees has always remained much cooler than neighboring houses with few and 
small trees.  
   
As you go forward developing these timely policies to address land use/increase housing needs, it is crucial to 
have strong, enforceable laws/policies to protect/expand our existing tree canopy.  
   
It is crucial that we develop a updated code that will protect our trees and the many benefits they are 
providing if our legacy is to be a "liveable" city with decreased, not ever increasing energy use and furthering 
the global warming crisis.  
   
Please consider policy updates that will increase monitoring/evaluation requirements and increase 
replacement requirements with increasing tree size-replacing large trees with small will not provide those 
benefits for many decades or more.  
Please tighten fee in lieu system and study the 85% hardscape allowance for realistic case studies that will 
reveal the true impact.  
   
I urge you to collaborate with the Urban Forestry Commission, Seattle Arborists Associations, and the tree 
advocate community as well as builders on the development of this updated policy.  
   
The future of our environment for the health of trees, wildlife and people is so important as we continue to 
lose Seattle's precious tree canopy.  
   
Thank you very much for your consideration and work.  
   
Christina Wagner  
10437-67th Ave South   
Seattle, WA 9817 
 
 
From: Chris Pohl <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Monday, May 22, 2023 12:53 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  



Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Chris Pohl  
innespohl@gmail.com  
1427 39th Ave E  
Seattle, Washington 98112 
 
 

From: Linda Clifton <lclifton1@mindspring.com>  
Sent: Monday, May 22, 2023 1:04 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

mailto:innespohl@gmail.com


Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. We need strong tree canopy 

protection. The ordinance, as drafted, is a good beginning but is sadly weighed heavily toward tree 

removals during development over protecting existing trees and building around them. What makes 

Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. All of us across the city need trees where we live.  

1. Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, 

Seattle Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the 

Mixed Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the 

current system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the 

environmental impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's 

ability to reach a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing 

density across the city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of 

proposed changes like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

2. Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

3. Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established.  

I'm seeing threats right now at N. Allen and Midvale N to a cluster of beautiful old trees, about to be 

chopped down for construction of new townhouses even though some of the trees stand on the parking 

strip or other edges of this property.  



Planting replacement trees is expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the 

environmental services and benefits that they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in 

parks which will increase canopy cover but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits 

as retaining them where people live and work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these vital amendments.  

Linda Clifton  
lclifton1@mindspring.com  
4462 Whitman Ave N - Upper  
Seattle , Washington 98103 
 
 

From: Mireia Ravell Padial <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Monday, May 22, 2023 1:38 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

mailto:lclifton1@mindspring.com


Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Mireia Ravell Padial  
mravell@gmail.com  
6303 224th St SW  
Mountlake Terrace, Washington 98043 
 
 

From: Audrey Livermore <fremont13@comcast.net>  
Sent: Monday, May 22, 2023 1:55 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. Unfortunately, the ordinance, as 

drafted, is weighed heavily toward tree removal during development. We Seattleites appreciate the work 

of previous generations who planted significant trees, 60-. 80-. and 100-years ago. Many evergreens are 

making our neighborhoods more livable because of their significant height. This investment in the health 

of the city should be rewarded, not allowed to be erased. 

Without efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees, we will see a significant decrease in tree 

canopy and an increase in heat-island related adverse health impacts, including mental health. A 

dogwood tree is lovely, but it does not provide the healthful benefits of a mature deciduous or evergreen 

tree. 
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Development does not require the destruction of trees. We must think more creatively to increase our 

density while also increasing our Emerald City canopy. The city needs tracking data on tree loss and 

replacement as requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry 

Commission has repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a 

building permit is issued and trees are removed.  

Audrey Livermore  
fremont13@comcast.net  
3953 Fremont Ave N  
Seattle, Washington 98103 
 
 

From: Kelle Standley <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Monday, May 22, 2023 2:05 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  
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Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Kelle Standley  
skepcottagestudio@gmail.com  
522 NE 78th St  
Seattle, Washington 98115 
 
 

From: Justine Webster <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Monday, May 22, 2023 2:31 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 
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years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Justine Webster  
justinewebster@yahoo.com  
6252 27th Ave NE, BACK HOUSE  
Seattle, Washington 98115 
 
 

From: Erin Sonntag <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Monday, May 22, 2023 2:59 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  
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Developers have already been allowed to destroy any hope of maintaining Seattle’s architectural 

character with their cheaply constructed structures that have zero regard for design. The last thing we 

need is to strip Seattle of what is left of its dwindling aesthetic pleasure - its green canopy. 

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. 

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 



but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Erin Sonntag  
easonntag@gmail.com  
5409 1st Ave NE  
Seattle, Washington 98105 
 
 

From: Ben Morris <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Monday, May 22, 2023 3:03 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 
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projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Ben Morris  
decembersonata@gmail.com  
2214 42nd Ave SW  
Seattle, Washington 98116 
 
 

From: Joe Olson <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Monday, May 22, 2023 4:09 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  
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Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Joe Olson  
joeyoeyo@gmail.com  
7021 6th Ave NW  
Seattle, Washington 98117 
 
 

From: Xiaomi Qu <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Monday, May 22, 2023 4:23 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: Please protect the trees! 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened. I moved 
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here from NYC because I loved how much nature within a city there was, please don't lose this amazing 

quality of Seattle. 

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  



Xiaomi Qu  
xiaomiqu@gmail.com  
3801 Stone Way N.  
Seattle, Washington 98103 
 
 

From: David Luxem <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Monday, May 22, 2023 4:36 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  
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Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

If the ordinance passes, Strauss and Harrell and others will likely tout that they love trees. Don’t believe it. 

Actions speak louder than words. This was not a well-vetted, carefully conceived, thoughtful approach. It 

was the legislative equivalent of a chain saw. 

As Batayola wrote in her letter asking council to defer the vote: “The Tree Ordinance is too important to 

be rushed. For our community, it is a race and social environmental, health and climate justice issue that 

affects our lives that need resolution.” 

Council members should have the courage to say they got it wrong. A bad process produces bad results. 

There is no dishonor in a do-over. It’s better than leaving a legacy of stumps. 

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

David Luxem  
daluxem1@yahoo.com  
1903 SW Hillcrest Rd  
Seattle, Washington 98166 
 
 

From: Kimberly Sims <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Monday, May 22, 2023 5:38 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: Trees for the Emerald City 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Is Seattle going to live up to its name as the Emerald City or not? That's the question and the answer 

seems to be tilting towards not. 

Come on! Please do not approve a tree ordinance that is pro-development at the cost of cutting down 

trees.  

1) Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, 

Retain the flexibility of the current system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each 

lot. Evaluate the environmental impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan 
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update on Seattle's ability to reach a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation 

increasing housing density across the city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not 

evaluate the impacts of proposed changes like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development 

areas in selected zones.  

2) Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

 

3) Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments. Let's make Seattle a city in a garden. 

Kimberly Sims  
simsk9512@gmail.com  
9512 30th Ave NE  
Seattle, Washington 98115 
 
 

From: Carol Macilroy <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Monday, May 22, 2023 5:57 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. PLEASE work harder to retain 

our current trees and to require new developers to make sidewalks more walkable and plant more and 

more diverse native plants. 11 units were just put on on a lot that previously had one home. The lot had 

lots of vegetation and trees. Most all of it removed or heavily damaged in construction. Our birds, bees, 

butterflies and HUMANS need shade, established trees and beauty. Developers are making money and 

building things that are cheap, ugly and just maximize their profits. They can build around an established 
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tree. We have so few here in the south end to begin with.  

The ordinance, as drafted, is a good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during 

development over protecting existing trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its 

green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  



Carol Macilroy  
cmacilroy@gmail.com  
6539 57th Ave S  
Seattle, Washington 98118 
 
 

From: Catherine Alexandee <cma@squeakyfiddle.com>  
Sent: Monday, May 22, 2023 6:29 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  
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Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Catherine Alexandee  
cma@squeakyfiddle.com  
4210 46th Ave S  
Seattle , Washington 98118 
 
 

From: Julia Gold <gojulia@comcast.net>  
Sent: Monday, May 22, 2023 6:37 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 
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a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Julia Gold  
gojulia@comcast.net  
406 24th Ave East  
Seattle, Washington 98112-4714 
 
 

From: Tiffany Sevareid <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Monday, May 22, 2023 6:51 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 
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climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Tiffany Sevareid  
tiffbuck@gmail.com  
6415 Woodlawn Ave N.  
Seattle, Washington 98103 
 
 

From: Margie Joy <m_joy@comcast.net>  
Sent: Monday, May 22, 2023 7:05 PM 
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To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 



they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Margie Joy  
m_joy@comcast.net  
2328 17th Ave S  
Seattle, Washington 98144 
 
 

From: Alanna Hart <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Monday, May 22, 2023 7:57 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 
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up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Alanna Hart  
hart.alanna@gmail.com  
8414 9th Ave SW  
Seattle, Washington 98106 
 
 

From: Barbara Fristoe <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Monday, May 22, 2023 8:26 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  
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Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Barbara Fristoe  
bfristoe@mac.com  
3418 16th Ave S  
Seattle , Washington 98144 
 
 

From: Judith Johnson <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Monday, May 22, 2023 9:39 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree REMOVALS during development over PROTECTING 
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EXISTING TREES! and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is 

threatened.  

Please work to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, all areas will 

see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in climate 

resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental inequity 

will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take DECADES! to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  



Judith Johnson  
foodforestvolunteer@gmail.com  
3409 19th Ave S  
Seattle, Washington 98144 
 
 

From: Tony Dickey <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Monday, May 22, 2023 9:46 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  
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Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Tony Dickey  
earledickey@gmail.com  
5433 32nd Ave SW  
Seattle, Washington 98126 
 
 

From: Fritz Wollett <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Monday, May 22, 2023 9:50 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

I live in a very pleasant 1500 sq foot house in the rear of a Ravenna lot at 7340 24th Ave NE. In the front 

yard are 2 exceptional heritage trees, a Sitka spruce and a hedge maple. The trees are beautiful to look 

at, cool my front yard in the summer and provide year-round habitat for small animals and birds. I am in 

the process of recording my trees so that they cannot be destroyed by greedy developers desirous of the 

profits to be gained from 3,000-4,000 home they would like to build in place of the trees and my house. 

The house occupies about 50% of the lot. The current bill would allow developers to consume 85% of the 

lot with their oversized house. Noone needs a house that takes up 85% of any lot no matter how much 

money they have. Please reject the proposed ordinance in its current form. 

The current version of Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance, as drafted, is a good beginning but is 

weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing trees and building 

around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  
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Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Fritz Wollett  
fritz.wollett@gmail.com  
7340 24th Ave NE  
Seattle, Washington 98115 
 
 

From: Frances Chester <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Monday, May 22, 2023 10:01 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. ( Don’t allow them to cut down the 
big trees!!!) 

mailto:fritz.wollett@gmail.com


Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 



but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Please, Please, Please!  

As a 13 year resident of Seattle and hoping to spend the next 30 here it is imperative that we save the 

character of the city through Seattle’s trees.  

It’s getting hotter ( it was over 80 degrees last week!)!  

Trees are so important to keeping Seattle green, safe, cool ( both temperature and attitude) and livable.  

Thanks! 

Frances Chester  
fmchester@gmail.com  
3922 Bagley Ave N  
Seattle , Washington 98103 
 
 

From: Logan Jacobson <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Monday, May 22, 2023 10:01 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 
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a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Logan Jacobson  
logo57@hotmail.com  
7315 35th Ave S, Seattle, WA, 98118  
Seattle, Washington 98118 
 
 

From: Kristie Spencer <kaspencer321@comcast.net>  
Sent: Monday, May 22, 2023 10:21 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 
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climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Kristie Spencer  
kaspencer321@comcast.net  
3837 NE 88th St.  
Seattle, Washington 98115 
 
 

From: Theodore Hoss <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Monday, May 22, 2023 10:21 PM 
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To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: An extremely problematic Tree Protection Ordinance 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

To the Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance and focus on this issue. I am a 

forestry scientist who attended the UW and now have a career teaching people about trees and 

ecosystem services. While I am happy the issue is recieving attention I am EXTREMELY dissapointed in 

the ordinance as it is currently drafted, and in Councilman Strauss for pushing the ordinance through 

committee so fast and without due consideration of recomendations made by the Urban Forestry 

Commission. I attended the committee meeting to provide comment on this ordinance last month, and it 

is clear that the population of Seattle wants better tree protections. The overwhelming majority of public 

comments have been against the changes the committee voted in. Some polls have found that up to 74% 

of the city's population are concerned with canopy loss, and yet, this ordinance is weighed heavily toward 

tree removals during development over protecting existing trees and building around them. The argument 

made by councilman Strauss states that removing tree protection will lead to lower housing prices. I am a 

scientist, claims like that must be substantiated by data and research, and he has provuded no evidence 

to support these claims. I urge you all to look at this situation more critically. 

This is not a tree protection ordinance, it's main intent is to improve conditions for developers who have 

NO obligation to pass on the financial benefits they will recieve on to the public. The public will, however, 

have to bear the increased effects of heat waves, energy bills, and loss of beauty this draft with cause. 

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Most inportantly, the developers who support this ordinance have no 

obligation for the continued care and maintenence of these young trees as they grow.  

If you as a council truly believe that Seattle should be a leader in climate resiliancy, and you truly 

represent the people of the city and not the wealthy developers whose goal is personal financial gain (not 

public benefit), please adopt the following three proposals to this Bill to actually increase tree retention 

and make this a Tree Protection Ordinance and not a developer protection ordinance. 

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 



system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments. This is a pivotal vote in this city that 

will determine whether the Seattle of the future is a green place where people want to live. As a final note, 

for councilmembers who feel as if they are not informed enough about this situation to vote and are 

considering abstaining, please do not allow this to pass through that inaction. This ordinance has moved 

far to quickly and it would be better to vote no and become more informed on the issues at hand than to 

let it pass unchallenged.  

Sincerely,  

Theodore Hoss 

Theodore Hoss  
theodore.hoss@outlook.com  
1110 24th Ave E  
Seattle, Washington 98112 
 
 

From: Jan Schiefer <jan@akalaitis.net>  
Sent: Monday, May 22, 2023 10:35 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

mailto:theodore.hoss@outlook.com


Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  



Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Jan Schiefer  
jan@akalaitis.net  
3116 NE 84th St.  
Seattle, WA 98115 
 
 

From: Alex Beveridge <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Monday, May 22, 2023 11:11 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 
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repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Alex Beveridge  
alexandra.beveridge@gmail.com  
3908B 14th Ave S  
Seattle, Washington 98108 
 
 

From: Jeanne Stypula <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Tuesday, May 23, 2023 6:41 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: Amendments for 2023 draft Tree Protection Ordinance, nix the 85% 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Trees and the urban forest comprise vital green infrastructure needed to keep our city livable and healthy. 

Trees reduce air pollution, storm water runoff and climate impacts like heat island effects, while providing 

essential habitat for birds and other wildlife. They are important for the physical and mental health of our 

residents. A robust urban forest is critical for climate resilience and environmental equity. 

Seattle’s rapid growth and increased density combined with an outdated tree ordinance are reducing 

these beneficial effects as trees are removed without serious consideration of ways to incorporate more 

of them in the development. With middle-housing zoning updates, neighborhood residential (34% tree 

canopy) will change to multi-family (23% tree canopy) and Seattle tree canopy will plummet unless strong 

and effective efforts are made to preserve trees.  

We urge you to adopt these amendments to the 2023 draft Tree Protection Ordinance. 

--------------------------------------------  

TOP PRIORITY -- We need trees where we live!  

1. Require 20% lot allowance for “tree preservation and tree planting areas” in multifamily areas and 40% 

lot allowance for 1-4 units in the neighborhood residential zone as Portland Oregon does in their family 

residential zone. Portland passed legislation in 2020 to allow up to 4plexes in their neighborhoods after 
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the state mandated zoning updates. Portland responded in Nov 2022 to update their tree protection 

legislation. https://www.portland.gov/code/11/50/050  

2. Remove the guaranteed “85% lot development area” provision. If the current middle housing legislation 

passes in Olympia, almost all of Seattle would be affected by this change, with a significant loss of tree 

canopy city wide. The city needs flexibility to evaluate development and protecting trees lot by lot, not one 

size fits all circumstances.  

--------------------------------------------  

 

3. Require a Tree Inventory of all trees 6” DSH and larger and a Tree Landscaping Plan be submitted by 

developers, as Portland Oregon does, prior to any building permits being approved. This information fits 

with collecting in lieu fees prior to issuing building permits and facilitates reporting and tracking of tree 

loss and replacement, rather than city workers having to pull this information from site plans. Mayor 

Harrell's Executive Order asked for data on trees removed and replaced. Getting this information up front 

from developers is the best way to do this.  

4. Require developers throughout the total development process to maximize the retention of existing 

trees 6” DSH and larger with adequate space for trees to grow and survive. The current draft removes 

consideration of protecting 6”-12” DSH trees and also removes them from site plans. Keep them on the 

site plans and protect them during development. Trees 6” DSH and larger represent 45% of trees in the 

NR zone according to Seattle’s Ecosystem Values Report. Most of these trees are established potential 

replacement trees for existing large trees that die. Trees 12” DSH and larger only represent 18% of the 

trees in the NR zone. A diversity of ages and species for trees is essential for a healthy urban forest.  

5. Retain definitions and use of exceptional and significant trees. Remove the confusing and biased 

proposed new classification of trees as Tier 1, Tier 2, Tier 3, and Tier 4. The use and understanding of 

trees as exceptional has been in the Tree Protection Ordinance since 2001 and described in more detail 

in the 2008 Director’s Rule. 16-2008. Significant trees are understood to be those 6” DSH and larger that 

are not exceptional. Many other cities, including in this region, use these definitions.  

6. Require for replacement 2 trees for 12-24″ DSH trees removed, 3 trees for 24 – 36″ DSH and 4 trees 

for above 36″ DSH for more equivalency of the increasing value of services trees provide as they 

increase in size. One for one replacement is no equivalency for what is lost as trees increase in size. 

Require that tree replacement numbers increase with the size and canopy volume of the removed tree. 

such that in 25 years or less they will reach equivalent canopy volume lost. Waiting 80 years to replace 

an 80-year-old tree is too long.  

 

7. Increase in lieu fee schedule to require the $17.87/square inch of trunk in-lieu fees to start with 12" 

DSH trees rather than 24" DSH trees. In-Lieu fees need to adequately cover the city’s additional cost of 

planting and maintaining the trees for 5 years.  

https://www.portland.gov/code/11/50/050


8. All replacement in lieu fees and fines should go into a One Seattle Tree Fund as stated in Mayor 

Harrell’s ‘s Executive Order. It should be a dedicated Tree Planting and Preservation Fund like Portland, 

Oregon has (not into SDCI’s budget). The Fund should be added to this draft. The Fund should report 

yearly on its budget to the City Council and Mayor. The One Seattle Tree Fund should be overseen by 

the City Urban Forester located in OSE because the distribution of funds would be interdepartmental. 

Allow the One Seattle Tree Fund (Tree Planting and Preservation Fund) to also accept fines, donations, 

grants, purchase land, set up covenants and for educational purposes as Portland, Oregon does.  

 

9. The role of the new City Forester position created by the Seattle City Council in OSE should be defined 

in this ordinance.  

 

10. Create an Urban Forestry Division within SDCI with additional staff as recommended in a separate 

budget provision or expand the Urban Forestry staff and responsibility in the Office of sustainability and 

Environment for independent oversight of trees.  

 

11. Expand the existing Seattle Department of Transportation (SDOT) Tree Removal and Replacement 

Permit Program using the Accela database system to include SDCI to cover all significant trees 6” DSH 

and larger, and all exceptional trees, on private property in all land use zones, removed both during 

development and outside development. The proposed ordinance remains a complaint-based system 

relying on citizens which has been proven to not be effective in code compliance. SDCI only has 2 

arborists who are mostly deskbound.to check site plans and in the field.  

 

12. Require SDCI to submit quarterly reports to the Office of Sustainability and Environment on tree 

removal and replacement as currently required by other City Departments and yearly as required yearly 

by Mayor Harrell’s Executive Order. 

13. Extend ordinance to cover all land use zones, including Highrise, Industrial, Downtown and 

Institutions.  

 

14. Allow city certified inspectors to enter property if necessary to ascertain any illegal tree activity.  

 

15. Expand the required tree protection covenant to include a replacement requirement for a tree that 

dies. Make it a permanent “protected tree planting site” for the life of the building.  

16. Remove or clarify language of tree drip line “may be irregular in shape to reflect variation in branch 

outer limits” Dripline is used to determine tree protection area and branches shortened in some areas 

may not reflect root structure or may have been removed in certain areas if tree has been limbed up.  

 

17. Require that maintenance of relocated and replacement trees include “watering as needed".  



18. Require street trees be planted if ADU’s are added to a lot. ADU’s reduce space for trees on site and 

increase tree removal. They are currently exempt from original lot coverage limits in the NR zone.  

 

19. Remove the 1000 square feet addition to an existing structure exemption requiring planting street 

trees. Additions increasing the building footprint are removing existing or potential tree planting and 

preservation space.  

 

20. Give the SDCI Director the authority to reduce or waive any fees assessed by this ordinance, taking 

into account a homeowner's financial circumstances or ability to pay.  

 

21. Split the purpose and intent section. Add to intent “address climate resiliency and reduce heat island 

impacts across the city”  

22. Require removal of invasive plants, like ivy, scotch broom, and holly from development sites to help 

stop the spread of invasive species in our city that add to maintenance costs and replacement of dying 

trees. 

Jeanne Stypula  
jms206@gmail.com  
12043 Evanston Ave North  
Seattle, Washington 98133 
 
 

From: Jean Hays <Jean.Hays@comcast.net>  
Sent: Tuesday, May 23, 2023 6:42 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Save our trees!  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 
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years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Jean Hays  
Jean.Hays@comcast.net  
5107 52ND AVE S  
Seattle, Washington 98118 
 
 

From: Khalil Griffith <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Tuesday, May 23, 2023 7:03 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  
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Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

The canopy is directly connected to health and happiness of the people who live under them. Please 

consider another approach.  



Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Khalil Griffith  
nurse_dare.0d@icloud.com  
6419 Ellis Ave S  
Seattle, Washington 98108 
 
 

From: Kristin Tregillus <ktregillus@comcast.net>  
Sent: Tuesday, May 23, 2023 8:10 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Developers will always pay to cut down trees, so we lose older trees. We’ll be a city of young trees 

around new development.  

Developers should be held to a higher standard with regard to trees.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  
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Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Kristin Tregillus  
ktregillus@comcast.net  
2722 31st Ave. S.  
Seattle, Washington 98144 
 
 

From: Kimberly Leeper <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Tuesday, May 23, 2023 8:14 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: Please support tree protections. We need more trees in Seattle! 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 
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years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Kimberly Leeper  
kimberly.leeper12@gmail.com  
4819 49th Ave. SW  
Seattle, Washington 98116 
 
 

From: Lindsey Jeffcoat <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Tuesday, May 23, 2023 8:25 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  
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Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  



Lindsey Jeffcoat  
momlins@gmail.com  
2011 N 75th St.  
Seattle, Washington 98103 
 
 

From: Mary Curran <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Tuesday, May 23, 2023 8:40 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  
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Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Mary Curran  
mary.c.curran@gmail.com  
10035 14th Ave NW  
Seattle, Washington 98177 
 
 

From: Nancy Gove <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Tuesday, May 23, 2023 8:42 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

If you care about global warming, flooding, or air quality, protect Seattle trees. Currently, it appears the 

council cares about developers!! 

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 
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system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Nancy Gove 

Nancy Gove  
nancygove@outlook.com  
1217 NE 95th ST  
Seattle, Washington 98115 
 
 

From: Ginger Montague <gingermontague@comcast.net>  
Sent: Tuesday, May 23, 2023 9:54 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  
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Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Ginger Montague  
gingermontague@comcast.net  
3823 42nd Ave S  
Seattle, Washington 98118 
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From: Cathee Till <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Tuesday, May 23, 2023 10:36 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 



lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Cathee Till  
catheek@gmail.com  
8317 27th Ave NW  
Seattle, Washington 98117 
 
 

From: Stephanie Scheer <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Tuesday, May 23, 2023 10:47 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

I write urging ... URGING ..... U R G I N G!!! you to KEEP INCREASED PROTECTION & RETENTION 

OF EXISTING TREES DURING DEVELOPMENTS! THANK YOU  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 
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city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, THANK YOU for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Stephanie Scheer  
sizsotg@gmail.com  
#301 1756 S Spokane St  
Seattle, Washington 98144 
 
 

From: Carlyn Clark <randyandcarlyn@comcast.net>  
Sent: Tuesday, May 23, 2023 11:39 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  
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Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Carlyn Clark  
randyandcarlyn@comcast.net  
7701 19th Ave NE  
Seattle, Washington 98115 
 
 

From: Mary Keeler <mkeeler@uw.edu>  
Sent: Tuesday, May 23, 2023 12:27 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: Tree-Replacement is not a good solution for tree-loss 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 
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Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

However, just imagine how unlikely it is for a new tree to survive under increasing drought conditions? 

Also, imagine how many years it would take (if it survives) to do the air-cleaning work of a mature tree? 

And remember that evergreens do more of this work (all year long).  

We must save our mature trees, as much as possible — Not Replace Them!  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of the amendments.  

Mary Keeler 

Mary Keeler  
mkeeler@uw.edu  
1102 NW 83rd St.  
Seattle, Washington 98117 
 
 

From: Christopher Hoss <christopherhoss@ucsb.edu>  
Sent: Tuesday, May 23, 2023 12:30 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  
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Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Christopher Hoss  
christopherhoss@ucsb.edu  
1110 24th Ave E  
Seattle, Washington 98112 
 
 

From: Heather Gosnell <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Tuesday, May 23, 2023 12:46 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  
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Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  



Heather Gosnell  
heatherjoyjoy@gmail.com  
3638 Ne 120th St  
Seattle, Washington 98125 
 
 

From: Marita Diaz <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Tuesday, May 23, 2023 12:50 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  
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Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Marita Diaz  
priyamarita@gmail.com  
1670 S Roberto Maestas Festival St 105  
Seattle, Washington 98144 
 
 

From: Valerie Murphy <vsnide@gmail.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, May 23, 2023 1:27 PM 
To: Juarez, Debora <Debora.Juarez@seattle.gov>; Herbold, Lisa <Lisa.Herbold@seattle.gov>; Sawant, Kshama 
<Kshama.Sawant@seattle.gov>; Strauss, Dan <Dan.Strauss@seattle.gov>; Lewis, Andrew 
<Andrew.Lewis@seattle.gov>; Morales, Tammy <Tammy.Morales@seattle.gov>; Mosqueda, Teresa 
<Teresa.Mosqueda@seattle.gov>; Nelson, Sara <Sara.Nelson@seattle.gov>; Pedersen, Alex 
<Alex.Pedersen@seattle.gov>; Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov>; BeaconHillCouncil@gmail.com 
Subject: Hard NO on CB 120543 
 

CAUTION: External Email 

It's difficult to express how angry and sad it makes me to see mass tree clear-cutting in my home of Seattle 
and King County.   
  
The attached Seattle Times article says, "Another amendment gives developers the ability to totally clear-cut 
and build on 100% of lots in mid-rise, commercial and other zones." Developers are cutting down EVERY tree 
in order to build massive, yet outrageously-priced townhomes and apartments going for > $400/sq' in the 
name of "housing."  
 
What makes City Council think people want or can pay over half their income to live on or near a heat island? 
--This is especially outrageous when there are large, empty buildings in mini-malls all along Aurora. Why 
aren't these areas being used to build housing instead of clear-cutting new lots? There seems to be no 
consideration for the benefits our adult trees provide to ALL Seattle residents.  
 
Approving this bill is premature and a slap in the face to both Seattle residents and environmental groups 
intended to be included in drafting it. It must be voted down and rewritten so it benefits our tree canopy and 
Seattle residents, NOT developers. Thank you, Valerie Snider 
 
---------- Forwarded message --------- 

 

Will the SeaCC listen?  Not sure but the editorial blasts them right between the eyes... 
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https://www.seattletimes.com/opinion/editorials/seattles-proposed-tree-ordinance-is-the-legislative-
equivalent-of-a-chain-saw/ 
 
pdf attached for convenience too. 
 
kevin 
TreePAC 
 
Sent with Proton Mail secure email.  

--  
Save Shoreline Trees is a 501(c)(3) non-profit Washington corporation. 
Web site: https://saveshorelinetrees.com/  
Any opinions are solely those of the author, and do not represent those of Save Shoreline Trees. 
To post to this group, send an email to: 
save-shoreline-trees@googlegroups.com 
---  
You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google Groups "Save Shoreline Trees" group. 
To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an email to save-shoreline-
trees+unsubscribe@googlegroups.com. 
To view this discussion on the web visit https://groups.google.com/d/msgid/save-shoreline-
trees/IeANTi6qTENv6HieJlIe5qoNpZJUmNzKu_H_i5z9uSUNx76Mnbu14qNYk-
xGg4627eohImVVd8BgIIRTKDZb9Sj0Aah0E9TiW_uaEuFBke0%3D%40protonmail.com 
 
 
From: Kitty Craig <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Tuesday, May 23, 2023 1:40 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: Please delay your vote on the Tree Ordinance to learn more about impact and work with the Urban 
Forestry Commission 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Dear City Councilors,  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. I ask you to delay the vote on this 

ordinance until its impacts are fully analyzed and understood, especially in light of the state's new middle 

housing policy. This is prudent and good policy making. Central staff have not had time to adequately 

evaluate the impacts. Right now as proposed, nearly every lot in the city will be allowed to be cleared - 

except those not subject to the state's new policy (which are the lush green areas already). Please, slow 

down, allow for more discussion, debate, and collaborative solutions. Don't rush bad policy after this long 

of a delay.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canond impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and 

environmental inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following reasonable proposals to increase the retention 

https://www.seattletimes.com/opinion/editorials/seattles-proposed-tree-ordinance-is-the-legislative-equivalent-of-a-chain-saw/
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and protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they 

live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Kitty Craig  
kittyras@gmail.com  
6427 marshall ave SW  
Seattle , Washington 98136 
 
 

From: elizabeth.archambault@gmail.com <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Tuesday, May 23, 2023 2:01 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

mailto:kittyras@gmail.com


Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  



elizabeth.archambault@gmail.com  
508 Yale Avenue North,, 308  
Seattle, Washington 98109 
 
 

From: Jacqui Metzger <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Tuesday, May 23, 2023 4:18 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  
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Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Jacqui Metzger  
jacquimetzger@gmail.com  
5901 Phinney Ave N  
seattle, Washington 98103 
 
 

From: Madeline Price <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Tuesday, May 23, 2023 4:19 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council:  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. People across the city need trees where they live. Please adopt the 

following three proposals to increase the retention and protection of our existing trees during 

development:  

1. Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, 

Seattle Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the 

Mixed Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the 

current system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the 
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environmental impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's 

ability to reach a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing 

density across the city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of 

proposed changes like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

2. Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

3. Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thank you for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Madeline Price  
m.price719@gmail.com  
1615 South Forest Street  
Seattle, Washington 98144 
 
 

From: Ross Beecher <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Tuesday, May 23, 2023 4:45 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 
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climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Ross Beecher  
rosspb@icloud.com  
4719 Whitman Ave N  
Seattle, Washington 98103 
 
 

From: Megan Hazen <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Tuesday, May 23, 2023 5:43 PM 
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To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 



they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Megan Hazen  
meganursula@gmail.com  
517 NE 115TH ST  
Seattle, Washington 98125 
 
 

From: Christy Kazimour <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Tuesday, May 23, 2023 7:02 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 
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up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

This is so important and worth your time and effort to get it right. Please please finish strong and keep the 

emerald city green for future generations. 

Christy Kazimour  
christykaz@yahoo.com  
9818 8th Ave NE  
Seattle , Washington 98115 
 
 

From: Lydia Van Schepen <dutchsoup@comcast.net>  
Sent: Tuesday, May 23, 2023 7:05 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 
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years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Lydia Van Schepen  
dutchsoup@comcast.net  
7715 21st Ave NW  
Seattle , Washington 98117 
 
 

From: Susan Moffitt <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Wednesday, May 24, 2023 7:19 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  
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STOP THIS ATROCITY! Quit turning over our once beautiful city to developers!! 

Truly represent us, the citizens, instead of the developers you cater to. We want and need our trees. You 

are destroying our city and hastening climate catastrophe with your decisions that reflect the will of the 

developers instead of the will of the people 

Susan Moffitt  
cosmicjoke5796@gmail.com  
11300 3rd Ave NE, 219  
SEATTLE, Washington 98125 
 
 

From: GINELE LEE <GMLEE12TH@YAHOO.COM>  
Sent: Wednesday, May 24, 2023 3:03 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

mailto:cosmicjoke5796@gmail.com


up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

GINELE LEE  
GMLEE12TH@YAHOO.COM  
12246 12TH AVE S.  
BURIEN, Washington 98168 
 
 

From: erinwade7@gmail.com <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Wednesday, May 24, 2023 5:38 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  
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Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

erinwade7@gmail.com  
1621 17th ave apt 308  
Seattle, Washington 98122 
 
 

From: Daniel Martin <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Wednesday, May 24, 2023 9:20 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: Urban growth yes, but protect the trees 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Dear Seattle City Council, 

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  
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Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Daniel Martin  
puddleglum@gmail.com  
640 SW 129th St  
Burien, Washington 98146 
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From: kevinorme <kevinorme@protonmail.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, May 30, 2023 11:35 AM 
To: LEG_CouncilMembers <council@seattle.gov>; Harrell, Bruce <Bruce.Harrell@seattle.gov> 
Cc: Emery, Adiam <Adiam.Emery@seattle.gov>; Burgess, Tim <Tim.Burgess@seattle.gov>; Eder, Dan 
<Dan.Eder@seattle.gov>; Hoffman, Kate <Kate.Hoffman@seattle.gov>; Lewis, Naomi 
<Naomi.Lewis@seattle.gov>; Silvernail, Devin <Devin.Silvernail@seattle.gov>; House, Erin 
<Erin.House@seattle.gov>; Cuevas, Faride <Faride.Cuevas@seattle.gov>; Um, Taemin 
<Taemin.Um@seattle.gov>; Ellis, Steven <Steven.Ellis@seattle.gov>; Lacson, Gabby 
<Gabby.Lacson@seattle.gov>; Thaler, Toby <Toby.Thaler@seattle.gov>; Brown, Kristin 
<Kristin.Brown@seattle.gov>; Farrell, Jessyn <Jessyn.Farrell@seattle.gov>; Caulfield, Michelle 
<Michelle.Caulfield@seattle.gov>; Boawn, Jeanie <Jeanie.Boawn@seattle.gov>; Bakker, Patricia 
<Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: Portland, Tacoma, Vancouver, Bellevue, Spokane and Bellingham - Neighborhood Tree Teams and 
Urban Forester 
 

CAUTION: External Email 

To the City Council and Mayor Harrell - if what you've just passed is intended to actually make a 
difference in protecting Seattle's trees - we need more than occasional (at best) SDCI enforcement, 
monitoring and caring for our trees. 
 
the key ways we can do that - and I strongly encourage it if you want the updates to be actually 
accountable to the public - are:  

1. finally HIRE the Urban Forester position that was budgeted a few months ago and has sat there 
ever since - WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR? 

2. fully staff the Urban Forestry Commission - there are several vacancies and pending 
appointments yet to be confirmed by your inaction - GET IT DONE! 

3. Have OSE create a Neighborhood Tree Team program (beyond just Tree Walks for trees 
increasingly getting clearcut) - meaning immediately local volunteers that can help monitor, care 
for and protect - not only does this get more locals involved in caring for their trees immediately 
locally to their residence, it fosters far greater involvement with the city on a bigger scale and 
promotes local ownership of climate protection in the areas of the city that need it most, that have 
already had most of their trees removed and multiple heat islands created by past and ongoing 
development. 

4. it's worth noting that you ALREADY HAVE a program like this for fruit trees across the city - last 
time I checked there are a lot more non-fruit trees citywide - why not copy the program for all the 
others?  Master Fruit Tree Steward (MFTS) (cityfruit.org) 

 
 
here is the page for how Portland is doing it: 
Neighborhood Tree Teams | Portland.gov 
Portland's Urban Forestry trains hundreds of tree stewards (koin.com) 
 
I already sent you the info on the smaller-scale GRIT program in Tacoma but here again for convenience: 
GRIT — Tacoma Tree Foundation 
 
Vancouver, WA 
Neighborhood Tree Stewards Program | City of Vancouver, Washington, USA 
 
Bellevue, WA 
Neighborhood Tree Ambassadors | City of Bellevue (bellevuewa.gov) 
 

https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=31323334-50bba2bf-31321b84-4544474f5631-d250a9dbc0f8b451&q=1&e=2ad21f31-4632-4b45-908e-42bcd2e4f7ce&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cityfruit.org%2Fmaster-fruit-tree-stewards-mfts%2F
https://www.portland.gov/trees/get-involved/neighborhood-tree-teams
https://www.koin.com/news/environment/portlands-urban-forestry-trains-hundreds-of-tree-stewards/
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=31323334-50bba2bf-31321b84-4544474f5631-62d6abad15b7a348&q=1&e=2ad21f31-4632-4b45-908e-42bcd2e4f7ce&u=https%3A%2F%2Ftacomatreefoundation.org%2Fgrit
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=31323334-50bba2bf-31321b84-4544474f5631-a4c2ec1119e34489&q=1&e=2ad21f31-4632-4b45-908e-42bcd2e4f7ce&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cityofvancouver.us%2Fpublicworks%2Fpage%2Fneighborhood-tree-stewards-program
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=31323334-50bba2bf-31321b84-4544474f5631-f4989e782f55d0c6&q=1&e=2ad21f31-4632-4b45-908e-42bcd2e4f7ce&u=https%3A%2F%2Fbellevuewa.gov%2Fcity-government%2Fdepartments%2Fcommunity-development%2Fenvironmental-stewardship%2Ftrees-open-space-0


Spokane, WA 
Tree Stewardship Guide (spokanecity.org) 
 
how Bellingham trained them last year 
Webinar: How to Become a Neighborhood Tree Ambassador - YouTube 
 
 
other programs: 
 
Los Angeles County: 
Community Forester - TreePeople 
 
Roanoke, VA 
Tree Stewards Volunteer Program — Trees Roanoke 
 
 
kevin orme 
Seattle 
 
 

From: CJ Beegle <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Thursday, June 1, 2023 8:45 PM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=31323334-50bba2bf-31321b84-4544474f5631-2d5e1e84a32eb94f&q=1&e=2ad21f31-4632-4b45-908e-42bcd2e4f7ce&u=https%3A%2F%2Fstatic.spokanecity.org%2Fdocuments%2Furbanforestry%2Ftreefacts%2Ftree-stewarship-guide-2014.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5T5Z_Kn48Ag
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=31323334-50bba2bf-31321b84-4544474f5631-a350629bbbb9b988&q=1&e=2ad21f31-4632-4b45-908e-42bcd2e4f7ce&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.treepeople.org%2Fcommunity-forester%2F
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=31323334-50bba2bf-31321b84-4544474f5631-1f9cffa50760c492&q=1&e=2ad21f31-4632-4b45-908e-42bcd2e4f7ce&u=https%3A%2F%2Ftreesroanoke.org%2Fvolunteer


city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

CJ Beegle  
seajai_mermaid@hotmail.com  
7090 94th Ave Se  
Mercer Island, Washington 98040 
 

From: kevinorme <kevinorme@protonmail.com>  
Sent: Saturday, June 3, 2023 9:57 AM 
To: LEG_CouncilMembers <council@seattle.gov>; Harrell, Bruce <Bruce.Harrell@seattle.gov> 
Cc: Emery, Adiam <Adiam.Emery@seattle.gov>; Burgess, Tim <Tim.Burgess@seattle.gov>; Eder, Dan 
<Dan.Eder@seattle.gov>; Hoffman, Kate <Kate.Hoffman@seattle.gov>; Lewis, Naomi 
<Naomi.Lewis@seattle.gov>; Silvernail, Devin <Devin.Silvernail@seattle.gov>; House, Erin 
<Erin.House@seattle.gov>; Cuevas, Faride <Faride.Cuevas@seattle.gov>; Um, Taemin 
<Taemin.Um@seattle.gov>; Ellis, Steven <Steven.Ellis@seattle.gov>; Lacson, Gabby 
<Gabby.Lacson@seattle.gov>; Thaler, Toby <Toby.Thaler@seattle.gov>; Brown, Kristin 
<Kristin.Brown@seattle.gov>; Farrell, Jessyn <Jessyn.Farrell@seattle.gov>; Caulfield, Michelle 
<Michelle.Caulfield@seattle.gov>; Boawn, Jeanie <Jeanie.Boawn@seattle.gov>; Bakker, Patricia 
<Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: Boise urban heat island mapping project 
 

CAUTION: External Email 

It's Getting Hot! (arcgis.com)  
 
funny how Boise,ID - which most people in Seattle would not consider a 'progressive' place - seems to be 
way ahead of us in acknowledging, tracking and trying to actually DO something about heat islands and 
urban hotspots - especially compared to the "Tree Prevention and Developer Profit Protection Act" you 

mailto:seajai_mermaid@hotmail.com
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/15307d38f6434e93991256fc9104d65c


just passed....Seattle is far bigger, has far more lower-income and diverse communities already suffering 
from heat islands than likely Boise has had or ever will have, yet.....Huh. 
 
kevin orme 
Seattle 
 
 

From: Tristan Uecker <info@email.actionnetwork.org>  
Sent: Sunday, June 4, 2023 12:10 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 



repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Tristan Uecker  
tris_uecker@yahoo.com  
515 N 71st St  
Seattle, Washington 98103 
 
 

From: Austin Pitts <apitts13@vt.edu>  
Sent: Sunday, June 4, 2023 10:52 AM 
To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: We need trees where we live! Please support tree protections. 

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Patti Bakker, 

Memo to Seattle City Council  

Thank you for your work to update Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance. The ordinance, as drafted, is a 

good beginning but is weighed heavily toward tree removals during development over protecting existing 

trees and building around them. What makes Seattle, Seattle - its green canopy, is threatened.  

Without increased efforts to maximize the retention of existing trees across the city during development, 

all areas will see a significant decrease in tree canopy, increased adverse health impacts, a decrease in 

climate resiliency and increased heat island impacts. Areas currently with low canopy and environmental 

inequity will only get worse as they will also lose trees during development.  

Replacement trees targeted to low canopy areas is a crucial step for climate resiliency and environmental 

justice, but they take decades to grow large, many die, and they are costly to plant and maintain for 5 

years to help insure survival. Please adopt the following three proposals to increase the retention and 

protection of our existing trees during development. People across the city need trees where they live.  

Remove the guaranteed lot development areas of 85% in Low Rise zones and 100% in Mid Rise, Seattle 

Mixed and Commercial zones. Current canopy coverage in the Multifamily zone is 23% and the Mixed 

Seattle zone is 12% according to the 2021 Seattle Tree Canopy Study. Retain the flexibility of the current 

mailto:tris_uecker@yahoo.com


system for the city to work with developers based on what is on each lot. Evaluate the environmental 

impact of the proposed changes in the upcoming Comprehensive Plan update on Seattle's ability to reach 

a 30% canopy cover goal as the city responds to state legislation increasing housing density across the 

city. The city environmental review of this ordinance did not evaluate the impacts of proposed changes 

like passage of HB 1110 or guaranteed 100% development areas in selected zones.  

Require a Tree Inventory (Arborist's report) and Tree Plan (Retention and Planting) prior to issuing a 

building permit. Portland, Oregon; Kirkland, WA; Vancouver, BC; and other cities require Tree Inventories 

up front. This helps to reduce both the time and money spent by both developers and the city in moving 

projects forward. It would also provide the city with needed tracking data on tree loss and replacement as 

requested by Mayor Harrell for data-based decisions. The Seattle Urban Forestry Commission has 

repeatedly recommended requiring Tree Inventories and Tree Plans upfront before a Building permit is 

issued and trees are removed.  

Maximize the retention of existing healthy 6" DSH and larger trees during the whole development 

process. This is already required with plating and short plating during pre-development. Many existing 

trees are not in the building footprint but are still being removed by developers as the current ordinance 

lets them remove them. These trees are survivors and are established. Planting replacement trees is 

expensive, not all survive, and it takes decades to replace the environmental services and benefits that 

they now provide. Many replacement trees would be planted in parks which will increase canopy cover 

but will not provide the same health and environmental benefits as retaining them where people live and 

work.  

Again, thanks for your work and consideration of these amendments.  

Austin Pitts  
apitts13@vt.edu  
943 N 76th St  
Seattle, Washington 98103 
 
 

From: kevinorme <kevinorme@protonmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, June 7, 2023 8:54 AM 
To: LEG_CouncilMembers <council@seattle.gov>; Harrell, Bruce <Bruce.Harrell@seattle.gov> 
Cc: Emery, Adiam <Adiam.Emery@seattle.gov>; Burgess, Tim <Tim.Burgess@seattle.gov>; Eder, Dan 
<Dan.Eder@seattle.gov>; Hoffman, Kate <Kate.Hoffman@seattle.gov>; Lewis, Naomi 
<Naomi.Lewis@seattle.gov>; Silvernail, Devin <Devin.Silvernail@seattle.gov>; House, Erin 
<Erin.House@seattle.gov>; Cuevas, Faride <Faride.Cuevas@seattle.gov>; Um, Taemin 
<Taemin.Um@seattle.gov>; Ellis, Steven <Steven.Ellis@seattle.gov>; Lacson, Gabby 
<Gabby.Lacson@seattle.gov>; Thaler, Toby <Toby.Thaler@seattle.gov>; Brown, Kristin 
<Kristin.Brown@seattle.gov>; Farrell, Jessyn <Jessyn.Farrell@seattle.gov>; Caulfield, Michelle 
<Michelle.Caulfield@seattle.gov>; Boawn, Jeanie <Jeanie.Boawn@seattle.gov>; Bakker, Patricia 
<Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov> 
Subject: More Trees in Black Neighborhoods 
 

CAUTION: External Email 

Why We Need More Trees in Black Neighborhoods - Word In Black  

mailto:apitts13@vt.edu
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=31323334-50bba2bf-31321b84-4544474f5631-ce467cf754b2ad63&q=1&e=8acdbbc1-007a-4284-9c55-cf65d39dcd41&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwordinblack.com%2F2023%2F04%2Fwhy-we-need-more-trees-in-black-neighborhoods%2F%3Futm_source%3DActiveCampaign%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_content%3D%25F0%259F%258C%25B3%2520We%2520Need%2520More%2520Trees%2520in%2520Black%2520Neighborhoods%26utm_campaign%3DHealth%2520newsletter%25204%252019%26vgo_ee%3DGR48L0CPN98GnkMyN%252BJcNKLgmtXkV954ZAverfvfrzxlQut9S94TZkU%253D%253AqCFIDtTB0wmX1GcNWjd4O6I33s3a%252BIOj


 
"Trees Heal the Mind and Body 
Residents can expect to experience major benefits within 10 to 20 years. .." 
 
funny how we already HAVE these big trees, even some (absolutely not nearly enough) in south & central 
Seattle neighborhoods, yet MBAKS just won from you the ability to cut down nearly all of them anywhere 
they want.  But they will 'honor' tree canopy by occasionally planting token ornamental trees (usually non-
native to PNW) as 'balanced trees and housing'.  Seems like waiting 20 years for new trees that can 
make an actual difference (assuming they are taken care of and survive, a big IF) while MBAKS creates 
heat islands everywhere in the interim to line their pockets, is pretty self-defeating (and 
hypocritical)...Huh. 
 
kevin orme 
Seattle 
 


