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Tent Caterpillars



http://ext100.wsu.edu/snohomish/wp-

content/uploads/sites/11/Tent-CaterpillarsDRAFT041113.pdf

Tent Caterpillars
Western Tent Caterpillar:

Malacosoma pluviale californicum

Forest tent caterpillar:

Malacosoma distrait

Lepidoptera:  Lasiocampidae

Washington State University Extension                       EB1718

Several caterpillars make silken ‘tents’ in landscape trees, shrubs and fruit trees. The tents provide the larvae with 

protection from weather and natural enemies. Unfortunately, these tents are not aesthetically pleasing to most 

homeowners, especially when they are abundant. The most common tent-maker is the western tent caterpillar 

(Malacosoma californicum pluviale Dyar) followed by the forest tent caterpillar (Malacosoma disstria Hübner). 

Generally, the two tent caterpillar life cycles are similar with some variation in preferred host plants. Both species 

have periodic population outbreaks during which the world seems overrun with caterpillars and unsightly tree 

defoliation may occur. Often, these outbreaks collapse on their own as trees mobilize their defense systems and 

natural enemies (parasites and predators) seek out and destroy the caterpillars.

This publication seeks to provide residents with seasonal scouting tips and management options for managing tent 

caterpillars in the home landscape. The options change with the time of year and life stage (egg, larvae, etc.) of the 

insect. A few caterpillars will not cause significant damage, but many tents may result in defoliation of the tree. 

Healthy trees will survive and grow new leaves by midsummer and may be less susceptible to attack in future years.



http://ext100.wsu.edu/snohomish/wp-

content/uploads/sites/11/Tent-CaterpillarsDRAFT041113.pdf



Remove Egg Mass:  Prune or Pick



Look for tents when apples first bloom



Knowing when to spray or not spray
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Parasitic fly pupae and frass



Knowing the value of  a pest
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Frass – mini-alfalfa pellets
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AND NOW

 Go to one of  eight tables (5 people /table)

 Note the number – 1,2,3,4

 Follow the directions and use the resources given 

to you (usually a publication with info for 

making quick decisions)

 You can work as a team but 

 Jot down your answers for yourself

 Move to a numbered table you’ve not visited yet.


