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1 INTRODUCTION

The Challenge

The City of Seattle has emerged as a worletlass city growing at the fastest rate of all major
cities in the country. During the next 20 years, the city projects adding another 100,000
jobs and 120,000 people. Quality of life i s often measured by three major components:
jobs, housing, and transportation. Without a solid transportation network, links between
housing and jobs break down. Commerce cannot reach markets in a timely fashion.
Residents cannot easily travel between neighborhoods.

The City of Seattle has recoqrized that a transportation network serving current and
future residents and visitors must rely upon transit, walking, bicycling, bike sharing, car
sharing, and other means of access aside from the personal vehicle, which takes up the
most spaceper person and requires using valuable land for parking. In addition, a world -
class city transportation network also provides beauty, recreation, and a sense of place,
all of which can be integrated into the right -of-way through plazas, streetscaping, and
public events. With increasing prosperity comes an even greater obligation to ensure that
opportunity reaches all Seattlites. Transportation investments within both the downtown
core as well as neighborhoodsmust be spread equitably.

Given the challenges and opportunit ies of growth and the need to rethink transportation
decisions, the City of Seattle undertook a multimodal corridor program aimed
transforming key corridors into places where biking, walking, and transit use become
attractive modes of travel. Delridge Way SW emerged as a vital northsouth corridor
connecting the Burien Transit Center to the West Seattle Bridge and became one othe
selected multimodal corridors. Through extensive public outreach, alternatives analysis,
and coordination with other planni ng efforts, the program purpose was to create concepts
for multimodal design. Now, these concepts can become reality with the passage of Move
Seattle (described below), which provides construction funding for Delridge Way SW
among many other projects that will keep Seattle growing, prosperous, and healthy.

P e
TR
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Corridor Profile

Delridge Way SW connects all
modes between White Center and
points north to West Seattle, SO,
the working waterfront via the West
Seattle Bridge, as well asdowntown
Seattlee. The 3.8-mile corridor
houses s o me of Seat
diverse neighborhoods, including
North Delridge, South Delridge,
Pigeon Point, Puget Ridge, High
Point, Sunrise Heights, Westwood,
and Highland Park. Residents
living along the Delrid ge Way SW
corridor are more diverse, earn less
income, and are less healthy than
the City as a whole. The corridor is
also considered a food desert,
meaning people living in the area
lack convenient  access @ to
affordable, healthy food. Limited
access to frguent transit service
compounds this problem. For these
reasons, the Delridge Way SW
Multimodal Corridor project serves
a critical needto ensure people have
a variety of well-connected and
affordable transportation choicesd
options that have the potential to
reduce health and  wealth
disparities.

Coordination with Other Planning Efforts

LEGEND

e Delridge Way
Corridor Extent

H Major Connections

' Key Activity Node

SDOT has undertaken several efforts to provide vision and goals to achieve in all

transportation projects.

addi ti

on,

for specific modal improvements along the corridor based on extensive public input.
Inputs from these guiding documents dovetail with the Delridge Way SW Multimodal
Corridor Study by providing a policy framework and design parameters that govern the

design and operation of the corridor.
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Figure 1summarizes the policy and planning framework for Delridge Way SW.
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Figure 1 Policy and Planning Framework for Delridge Way SW

Planning Effort Plan Elements

Seattle 2035 A Four core values to achieve

Comprehensive Plan A Overall city transportation goals for
multimodal corridors to help achieve

Delridge Action Plan A Define community and City strategies that

address key community objectives including
creating great community places, improving
community health, and building commnity

capacity to identify priorities and take action

Move Seattle: 10-year Strategic | A Policy framework that integrated the modal
Vision for Transportation plans and selected Delridge Way SW as a
priority corridor

>\

Supported by a $1.2 billion levy that funds
construction of key priorities

Modal Plans Data on existing conditions

Extensive public input
Identification of crash hot spots

> > D> >

Bicycle Master Plan recommends a

protected bike lane from the West Seattle

Bridge to SW Sylvan Way as well as parallel

neighborhood greenway connections

A Transit Master Plan recommends corridor
upgrade to RapidRide

A Pedestrian Master Plan recommends
several along and across the roadway
pedestrian improvements

A Freight Master Plan is currently under

development

RightROW Improvement Manual | A Update will provide detailed design

Update standards for the public right-of-way
A Includes stormwater and streetscaping
standards
Intelligent Transportation A Delridge Way SW is not designated as a Key
Systems (ITS) Strategic Plan ITS Arterial, but transit signal priority is

proposed throughout the corridor
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What's Funded along the Corridor?

SDOT and King County are funding many of the critical transportation investment

necessary to

I mpl ement the

CityosFigme2 a l

summarizes the funded projects along the Delridge Way SW corridor , many of which
will be influenced by the concept designs that result from this study .

Figure 2 Funded Project List
Topic ‘ Location Sponsor Budget
Move Seattle multimodal | West Seattle Bridge to SW SDOT $10m
corridor investments Roxbury Way
Route 120 improvements | West Seattle Bridge to Burien King $8m
with the goal of reducing Transit Center County
travel time, connecting to Metro
Rapid Ride C Line,
enhancing reliability, and
increasing ridership by
500 people per day
Delridge-Highland Park From West Seattle Bridge SDOT $3.8m
Neighborhood Greenway south along 215t Avenue SW to
(with new Seattle Public SW Myrtle Street. Connects
Utilities drainage at spot across Delridge Way SW via SW
locations])! Myrtle Street, 17t Avenue SW,
SW Webster Street, 15t
Avenue, SW, and SW Kenyon
Street. Runs along 17t Avenue
SW to White Center.
Sidewalk Development / Delridge Way SW between 23 | SDOT Not
Safe Routes to School and 25" Avenues; SW Orchard Available

Program will implement
new sidewalks, curb
extensions, and curb
ramps at various locations

and SW Myrtle Streets

1 http://www.seattle.gov/transportation/docs/DelridgeFactSheet.pdf
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2 CORRIDOR CONTEXT

How has History Shaped Mobility along Delridge Way SW?

Delridge solidified its stature as a major commercial center and working class
neighborhood in the early nineteenth century. Companies such asthe Seattle Steel
Company began operationsand attracted domestic and immigrant workers to live and

work in a new community , then north -south corridors similar to Delridge Way SW began

to serve as critical linkages betweencommerce, ports of call, andwo r k e r 6 sintleo me s
following years, fishing, canneries, flour mills, and aviation industries all provided
working class | obs f oBythe 1980s, the mortherd mortidn®f thee si d e n
Delridge neighborhood was served by a s$reetcar line connecting across the Duwamish

River to the bustling Seattle city centerd although Delridge never developed into a
streetcar corridor itself. Soon, other neighborhoods grew southward from Youngstown to

White Center. In the 1930s, 24th Avenue, the dirt and plank road that connected the

towns, was paved and renamed Delridge WaySW.

£

Shoclll I

EPA\RING

7

aq - b Lo

y

Streetcar Viaduct in Youngstown (now North Delridge), connecting to West Seattle and Downtown Seattle,
1930

Image from Seattle Municipal Archives/ flickr CC license
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Community Attributes

People walking, driving, biking, taking transit , and delivering goods along Delridge Way
SW encounter a variety of right-of-way conditions and land use environments, including
variations in sidewalk and overall right-of-way width from segment to segment. The
neighborhoods that surround the Delridge Way SW corridor constitute a little  more than
3% of Seatt | e 6 @igureo 3).a&Clomppredgotte aity as a whole, the Delridge
Way SW corridor population has more ethnic diversity, a higher percentage of households
below 200% of the poverty line, more young people (more people under 18 and fewer
people over 64), greater access to automobilesand a higher obesity rate.

Figure 3 Comparing Delridge Corridor Demographics to the City of Seattle

Delridge Corridor City of Seattle
Demographics Demographics

Population (#)' 20,800 624,681
People of Color (%] 44% 30.5% (2010}
Households with no cars 9% 16%
available’

Households Below 200% of 31% 26% (2010)
Poverty'

Population under 18! 20% 15%
Population over 64’ 7% 1%
Life Expectancy? 79.7 81.7
Population with Diabetes?® 9% 5%
Obese Population (BMI = +30)3 28% 17%
Obese and Overweight 54% 47%
Population?

Disabled Population’ 10% 9%

Sources:
(1) Seattle Department of Transportation. Multimodal Corridor Demographics (provided by agency staff)
(2) King County Health Profile, City and Health Reporting Area Comparisons, December 2014
(3) King County Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System, 2009-2013 averages.

Home and Work Area Profile

The neighborhoods that line Delridge Way SW house a diverse array of employment and
residences.Figure 4 shows population and employment density in the Delridge Way SW
study area. While the corridor contains moderate employment densities, mainly in the
south end, north end, and middle blocks between SW Brandon Street and SW Juneau
Street, the corridor is mostly residential in nature. Relatively moderate residential
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densities (compared to other parts of the city) are concentrated south of SW Webster
Street and north of SW Juneau Street.
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Figure 4

Delridge Way Corridor Population and Employment Index
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According to Longitudinal Employer -Household Dynamics (LEHD) data, the Delridge
Way SW corridor produces more trips than it attracts. Figure 5 confirms that the
Delridge Way SW corridor is generally residential in nature, with many more residents
than jobs. Roughly 5,200 people work along the corridor, with concentrations in the
northern and southern most portions. This represents approximately 1% of all jobs in the
City of Seattle. Approximately 12,200 employeeslive in the Delridge Way SW corridor,
representing 4% of the total home locations of employees, citywide.

Figure 5 Home Location of Employees and Job Locations (Quarter-Mile Buffer])

5-438 Jobeifg Mils
140 - 541 JohaiSg Mils
W 342 - 1,212 JobeiSq. Mile

£-1TE Jobw/Sq.Mils
179 - B9 Jabs!Sg.Mile
B 700 - 1567 JobeiGg. i

W 1,213 - 2,151 JobsiSq Mile
Il 2.132 - 2,359 JobsiSq.Mile
s 1 -5 Jobe

= &-314 Jobs

& 3% - 113 Jobs
i 118 - 272 Jobs
273 - 532 Jobs

o Aralysis Selectian

W 1,500 - 2,702 Jobs/Sq.Mile
W 2,710 - 4343 Jobs/Sg.Mile
+ 1-2 Jabs

@ 3 -18 Jobs

@ 18 - 80 Jobs

@™ - 117 Jobs

110 - 239 Jobs

A Aratyels Fection

LEHD All Jobs, job location
Source: US Census Bureau, 2011 LEHD

LEHD All Jobs, home location

While some people live and work in the corridor, most residents work in other parts of
the city and region. Of the employed residents living in the Delridge Way SW corridor,
39% travel less than 10 miles to reach their place of employment and 39% travel 1Go 24
miles. Roughly 13% of people living in the Delridge corridor travel 25-50 miles to work
and 10% travel distances greater than 50 miles. Approximately one quarter of employed
people living in the Delridge Way SW Corridor work with in the City of Seattle.

A total of 323 of the 12,138 people working in the corridor also live there. Each day, nearly
5,000 people travel from outside of the corridor towork. Figure 6 and Figure 7
summarize the home origins of Delridge Way SW employees and the work locations of
Delridge Way SWresidents, respectively.
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Figure 6 Top 15 Home Locations of Delridge Corridor Employees

Place \ Count Share
Seattle, WA 1,380 26.5%
Burien, WA 230 4.4%
Kent, WA 196 3.8%
Renton, WA 145 2.8%
White Center, WA 142 2.7%
Federal Way, WA 129 2.5%
Bellevue, WA 125 2.4%
Tacoma, WA 107 2.1%
Des Moines, WA 83 1.6%
SeaTac, WA 76 1.5%
Auburn, WA 73 1.4%
Everett, WA 72 1.4%
Shoreline, WA 70 1.3%
Tukwila, WA 53 1.0%
All Other Locations 2,318 4L4.6%
TOTAL 5199 100%

Source: Longitudinal Employer-Household Dynamics, 2013

Figure 7 Top 15 Work Locations of Delridge Corridor Residents

Place \ Count Share
Seattle, WA 7,152 58.5%
Bellevue, WA 886 7.3%
Tukwila, WA 459 3.8%
Renton, WA 401 3.3%
Kent, WA 373 3.1%
Redmond, WA 342 2.8%
Burien, WA 316 2.6%
SeaTac, WA 251 2.1%
Kirkland, WA 157 1.3%
Everett, WA 155 1.3%
Issaquah, WA 116 0.9%
Tacoma, WA 116 0.9%
White Center, WA 114 0.9%
Auburn, WA 107 0.9%
All Other Locations 1,193 9.8%
TOTAL 12,138 100%

Source: Longitudinal Employer-Household Dynamics, 2013
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Languages spoken at home

The neighborhoods that line the Delridge Way SW corridor are linguistically diverse and
play a major role in the c oandthridirgetbng enclavesh
Based on aggregated American Community Survey data (2009-2013) from the North
Delridge, South Delridge, High Point, and Riverview neighborhoods, the corridor houses
a large proportion of people that speak Spanish, Tagalog,Vietnamese, African Dialect s?,
and other southeast Asian languages at home (Figure 8).

Figure 8 Predominant Non-English Languages Spoken at Home by
Neighborhood

Neighborhood

Language Spoken at

Home N Delridge S Delridge High Point Riverview
Spanish 5.0% 19.3% 1.3% 3.2%
Tagalog 4.2% 6.3% 2.5% 4.8%
Vietnamese 1.2% 1.6% 4.4% 6.3%
African Dialect 1.9% 3.6% 19.8% 2.0%
Other Pacific Islander 1.8% 2.2% 0.7% 0.4%
Laotian 0.6% 0.0% 0.5% 3.9%
Cambodian 0.4% 0.3% 1.5% 2.7%

Source: American Community Survey 3-Year Estimates, 2011-2013

Health factors

The City of Seattle Office of Sustainability & Environment considers the Delridge Way SW
corridor a food desert, meaning people living in the area lack convenient access to
affordable, healthy food. Limited access to frequent transit service compounds the limited

access to food. Health outcomes for the corridor are below citywide averagesand life

expectancy is a full two years lower in Delridge neighborhoods than the citywide average

Those considered obese represenalmost 30 % of t he popul ati on
overall average of1®6. Additionally , those living in the Delridge corridor have a lower life

expectancy than other locations in Seattle, due their exposure to health risk factors.3

Corridor Land Uses

Delridge Way SW supports a diverse mix of land uses, including residential
neighborhoods and a variety of businesses fronting the corridor. Pockets of walkable

2Such as Amharic, |bo, Twi, Yoruba, Bantu, Swabhili, Somali.

3 Seattle Office of Sustainability & Environment/ Urban Food Link. 2013. Mapping Food Access in the City of Seattle.
Accesed online: http://www.urbanfoodlink.com/wp/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/City-of-Seattle-Food-Access-
MappingFINAL.pdf
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urban street life can be found most notably in the area between SW Juneau Street and SW
Brandon Street and the main street area between SW Cambridge Street and SW Roxbury
Street. The corridor also serves the eatern edge of the Westwood-Highland Park
Residential Urban Villagedone of B8esignatedlresidestial urban villages. This
development node includes the Westwood Village Shopping Center, parks, schools,
commercial, and residential uses. Based on the Comprehensive Plan, several future
developments and multimodal connections are anticipated here. Six distinct land use
environments characterize the corridor:

Multi- and single family residential (throughout)  Revitalized/mixed-use/walkable (central portion)

Civic/park (north end) Transitional zone [north end at W Seattle Bridge)

Four hundred sixty -six parcels line the Delridge Way SW project limits. These parcels are
primarily residential, single -family and multi -family uses with a smattering of
commercial, industrial, and open space land uses.Figure 9 maps the existing land use

environment in the Delridge corridor. Figure 10summar i zes t he corri
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Figure 9 Existing Land Use and Community Assets
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Figure 10  General Land Uses Adjacent to Delridge Way SW, Number and GSF of
Parcels

Muki-Famiky 42.2%
Single Family

Comm/Mixed Use

Yoaont

Industrial

Major hstitutional + Public Facility

Cpen Spoe

Unkrnown

8% 10R% 208 K10 40 S

= Parcels

Residential

Multi -family (203 parcels; 42% of total parcels) and single-family (173 parcels; 36% of
total parcels) residences are the dominate land uses adjacent to Delridge Way SW.

Lam Bow's Apartments located adjacent to Delridge Way SW

Source: Nelson\Nygaard
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Commercial land uses line the southern portion of Delridge Way SW near White Center

Source: Nelson\Nygaard

Commercial and Mixed-Use Activity

Fifty -two commercial parcels exist along Delridge Way SW, including eight convenience
stores, three restaurants, eight office buildings, and 11 retail stores. Pockets of commercial
activity include areas between SW Brandon Street and SW Findlay Streetthe Sylvan Way
SW intersection, and between SW Henderson and SW Roxbury Street. The major
commercial hub of the corridor is at th e intersection of Delridge Way SW and SW Roxbury
Street, at Seattlebdbs city | imits.

Industrial

The primary industrial use in the study area consists of the Nucor Steel Mill, which has

operated in the North Delridge area for more than a century and currently operates on a

50-acre site. Located below the West Seattle Bridge between SW Andover Street and SW
Spokane Street, Nucor St eel is the stateds ol
metal for new uses.

Other industrial uses along Delridge Way SWinclude the Public Storage site at SW Sylvan
Way, an industrially zoned vacant lot south of SW Hudson Street, and small industrial
use parcels such as tire retailers, automotive repair, and other smaltlot industrial uses.

Permitted Development

Much like t he rest of Seattle, Delridge Way SW is experiencing a development boonthat
will affect travel demand, particularly in terms of transit ridership. As of December
2015, the Delridge Way SW corridor had 1,100sf of commercial/office , 7,139%f of retall,
and 269 residential units permitted for development.
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Community Assets

The Delridge Way SW corridor provides access to a variety of critical community assets

and services, including schools, social services and community centers, parks,trails,

libraries, andot her destinations t hat.Theecertidorroflessi dent s
access to two of West Seattl e6s Wésevgod Vilagea i | no
Shopping Center.

Study area shools rank among the most diverse in the Seattle Public Schools gstem.
According to the National Center for Education Statistics, Chief Sealth International High
School is the second most diverse public high school in Washington State and the most
diverse in Seattle# The percentage of students that receive reduced orfree lunch is a
metric used to illustrate student household financial need and correlates to the need for
affordable transportation options. Between 34% and 66% of students receive either
reduced or free lunch.5

The multi-use Delridge Library located at SW Brandon Street and Delridge Way SW (on the far left of the
photo) includes 19 appartment units on the upper floors and serves as a vital meeting place for the North
Delridge neighborhood. The branch has 11 computer terminals and a collection of about 20,000 books.

Source: Nelson\Nygaard

The corridor also provides access to an abundance of greenspaces, including parks,
greenbelts, and trails. The Seattle RPatch Program promotes community-stewarded
open spaces for urban agriculture for individuals and groups i there are two within the

4 |nstitute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, “Common Core of Data, School Directory
Information: Chief Sealth International High School, 2013-2014 school year” Accessed online at
http://nces.ed.qov/ccd/schoolsearch/school detail.asp?Search=1&1D=530771001149 and via Niche.com, accessed
online: https://k12.niche.com/sealth-high-school-seattle-wa/student-culture-and-diversity/

5 See:
http://www.seattleschools.org/modules/groups/homepagefiles/cms/1583136/File/Departmental%20Content/siso/
disprof/2011/Prfl11all.pdf. Only Pathfinder Elementary, Chief Sealth International High School, Denny International
Middle School, and Sanislo Elementary School offer these services.
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Delridge Way SW corridor. Figure 9 on page 2-15 illustrates where many of these
community assets are located in relation to the corridor.
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Environmental Profile

Environmental assets and geography play a large role in the development patterns seen
along the Delridge Way SW corridor. Vestiges of Longfellow Creek emerge along the
corridor, with heavily vegetated stretches north of SW Orchard Street and between SW
Juneau Street and SW Graham Street. Steepgrades (largely east of the corridor) and
environmentally sensitive areas result in large stretches of the corridor that are heavily
vegetatedand undevelopable. Key environment al assets, protected &nds, and challenges
include: 6

A City of Seattle identified d Cr i t i c a | Areaso on the western
are prone to floods, including the riparian corridor along Longfellow Creek.

A The riparian corridor south of SW Holden Street expands into a USGS liquefaction
zone.

A Potential slide areas are locaed to the west of Delridge Way SW between SW
Brandon Street and SW Orchard Street.

A Forty percent grade steep slope areas are concentrated to the east of Delridge Way
SW between SW Brandon Street and SW Graham Street and near the intersection
of Delridge Way SW and SW Orchard Street. Two of three Known Slide Locations
south of SW Brandon Street are located in the corridor: one to the east of Delridge
Way SW between Croft Place SW and SW Willow Street and the other to the east
of 2314 Avenue SW between SW Bandon Street and SW Findlay Street.

A A Stability Improvement Area is located along 23 Avenue SW North of SW
Brandon Street and east of Delridge WaySW there is. A concentration of slides has
taken place in this area, with 24 recorded deepseated and shalbw colluvial
landslides. Generally, this area is classified as a Potential Slide Area by the City.

6 http://www.attle.gov/dpd/research/GlS/webplots/Critical _Areas Map.pdf

2-27 | EXISTING CONDITIONS REPORT | FINAL


http://www.seattle.gov/dpd/research/GIS/webplots/Critical_Areas_Map.pdf

The northbound bus stop across from the Willow Court Apartments is located adjacent to a Known Slide
Location.
Source: Nelson\Nygaard
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Transportation Context

Delridge Way SW is a critical local and regional transportation corridor in West Seattle ,
stretching from the West Seattle Bridge to SW Roxbury Street and White Center. As
shown in Figure 11 Delridge Way SW is classified as a Principal Arterial and a Regional
Connector street type. The street intersects several Principal Arterials at SW Spokane
Street and the West Seattle Bridge, Sylvan Way SW/SW Orchard StreéDumar Way SW,
and SW Roxbury Street. The corridor also intersects with Minor Arterials designed and
operated as Commercial Connectors. These streets include SW Thistle Street, SW
Henderson Street, SW Oregon Street/239 Avenue SW, and 18 Avenue SW.

The corridor also serves as a northsouth linkage in the citywide transit and bicycle
networks, providing connections into Center City and neighborhoods immediately
adjacent to the corridor. The corridor is not designated as a Major Truck Street; however,
it does serve various industrial or commercial nodes that rely on goods delivery and
movement.

SOUTH WEST

PLUMDING

Delridge Way SW is one of only two north-south principal arterials that can move people walking, taking
transit, driving, and biking along the entire length of West Seattle
Source: Nelson\Nygaard
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Figure 11

Delridge Way SW Corridor Overview
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Narrow parallel parking lanes are the predominant type of parking along the corridor.

Source: Nelson\Nygaard

Curbspace Allocation

On-street parking spaces aregenerally present along both sides of Delridge Way SW from
the Delridge Community Center to SW Myrtle Street. Parking is prohibited from SW
Mytle to SW Kenyon Streets. South of SW Kenyon Street, parking is present aHday on
the east side of the street and during offpeak periods on the west side of thestreet.
Depending on the curb-to-curb width of the street, parking is designed as either parallel
(both with and without marked delineation) or back-in angle parking. Back-in angle
parking stalls are only provided in the southern portion of the corridor between SW
Cambridge Street and SW Roxbury Street.

Figure 12 shows where on-street parking is allocated, the location and type of time
restrictions, and observed utilization of on -street parking supply during a midday and
evening weekday Parking occupancy was generally highest from SW Genesee to SW
Juneau Streets, and from SW Elmgrove to SW Henderson StreetsSome key elements of
curbspace management along Delridge WaySW are listed below:

A The northern portion of Delridge Way SW, from SW Oregon Street to the West
Seattle Bridge, includes northbound time-restricted (or peak-time) bus-only lanes
shared with bicycles from 6 a.m. to 9 a.m. on weekdays.

A On-street parking is available on only the northbound side of Delridge Way SW
from south of SW Holden Street to SW Kenyon Street.

A From SW Kenyon Street to17h Avenue SW, parking is allowed at all hours, all days,
on the northbound side of the street while peak-time parking lanes are provided
on the southbound side of Delridge Way SW, with parking restricted from 4 p.m.
to 6 p.m. weekdays.

A South of 17 Avenue SW to SW Roxbury Streetback-in angle parking exists.

A Commercial loading zones, school bus only, and Metro bus sbps are located
throughout the corridor with the largest continuous loading zone located at Arbor
Heights Elementary School (for bus loading) .

Parking capacity and utilization was not collected at off-street facilities, such as
apartment buildings or private parking lots, as part of this project.
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Figure 12

Existing Curbspace Supply, Utilization, and Management
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Nearly all commercial locations, regardless of size, offer dedicated offstreet parking.
Commercial centers along the corridor with large parking lots include the Home Depot at
SW Sylvan Way and the office park located between SW AndoveStreet and SW Dakota
Street. Other commercial land uses have oftstreet parking resources that can be accessed
using intersecting streets.

Most single- and multi -family residences along the corridor have off-street parking in the
form of a private driveway, surface lot, or garage in addition to on-street parking in front
of property. Apartment complexes such as Willow Court Apartments and the West Ridge
Park Apartments have large parking lots for visitors and residents.

T——

Restaurant and Convenience Stores adjacent to Delridge Way with private, off-street parking.
Source: Nelson\Nygaard

Traffic Signals and ITS

Traffic control consists of 12 full signalized intersections and one mid -block pedestrian-
actuated half signal. In 2012-2013, King County Metro restructured Route 120 along the
Delridge Way SWCor r i dor as ppmaving and fechanhebzation ptojgcd. 3he
project included traffic signals with transit signal priority (TSP) along Delridge Way SW
at SW Roxbury Street, SW Henderson Street, SWOregon Street, SW Genesee Street,
and SW Andover Street. TSP allows buses to trigger signals tgpreempt a green phaseor
maintain alonger green phase providing more reliable travel times and servicefor
transit users.

Pavement Type and Condition

Most of the Delridge Way SW corridor was constructed with Portland Cement Concrete,
a paving material that can withstand the weight of heavy vehicles and reduces
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maintenance costs over timewhen compared to the more porous and less sturdy Asphalt
Concrete paving material. Segments with a mixture of Portland Cement Concrete and
Asphalt Concrete paving materials include West Seattle Bridge to SW Dakota Street and
Croft PI SW to SW Holden Street. SW Edmunds Street to SW Brandon Street is paved
with Asphalt Concrete only.

With funding from the Bridging the Gap transportation levy, the Seattle Department of
Transportation resurfaced the middle portion of Delridge Way SWin 2013. The paving
project included installation of new stormwater retention pipes, ADA -compliant curb
ramps, curb extensions, and bicycle facilities (buffered bike lanes). While this portion of
the corridor now has excellent pavementratings, other parts of Delridge Way SW have
fared less well. Figure 13shows that segments north of Sylvan Way SW have general
pavement quality ratings between fair and very poor. SW Holden Street to SW Brandon
Street is the only segment in serious or failing condition.

Street Channelization

Right-of-way conditions along Delridge Way SW vary, as street channelization, striping,

and curb-to-curb width change alongits 3.8-mi | e str et ch. Tdil-waycorri dor
(lot line -to-lot line) ranges from 56 feetd between SW Thistle Stre¢ and SW Cambridge

Streetd to 90 feetd on the south end of the corridor. Delridge Way SW street

channelization varies based on right-of-way width, turn lane tapering, and curb space

allocation.

Figurel4descri bes t he cor ri-diovay@ismensiey, audirigygusbi- ¢ a | roi
to-curb widths, lane configurations, and sidewalk widths. It also shows examples of

typical channelization patterns. Figure 13appliesof the cross sections along the

corridor.
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Delridge Way SW street channelization varies based on right-of-way width, turn lane tapering, and curb
space allocation.

Source: Nelson\Nygaard
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Figure 13

Existing Right-of-Way Conditions
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Figure 14  Street Channelization and ROW Dimensions
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ROW Dimensions
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Non-Motorized Facilities

Delridge Way SW providesthe most direct north-south connection for people walking and

biking in West Seattle; however, this route does not feel comfortable for people of all ages
and abilities. The following sections illustrate conditions for non -motorized users and

points out key challenges faced when navigating the corridor.

Pedestrian Conditions

Conditions for people walking along and across Delridge Way SWvary greatly along the
corridor. Figure 15 summarizes the conditions for people walking, showing location of
pedestrian facilities (marked crossings and pedestrian overpasses), pedestrian counts,
and crossing distances across Delridge Way SW (a major factor in pedestrian safety at
intersections).

Pedestrian Facilities

Sidewalks line both sides of Delridge Way SW throughout the corridor. The condition of

the sidewalk varies based on construction date, but generally, sidewalks measure at least

five feet wide (which does not meet dSMMOTOs st
concrete, and include a landscaped and/or parking buffer in many locations. Sidewalks

are typically free of obstructions, although some segments in the center of the corridor

contain large utility poles located in the middle of the sidewalk.

People walking need to cross the street. Delridge Way SW contains a variety of crossing
treatments, including signalized intersections, pedestrian -actuated midblock signals, and
refuge islands. Immediately north of the SW Oregon Street intersection, a pedestrian
overpass connects the Delridge Community Center to the Youngstown Cultural Arts
Center. While the pedestrian bridge offers a safe option for connecting major community
assets, this forces inconvenience onto the pedestrian, and many people still choose to
cross atgrade with no marked crosswalk. Stairway connections are also provided
throughout the corridor to aid walkers as they navigate steep grades located immediately
east and west of Delridge Way SW.

Delridge Way SW has some protected pedestrian crossigs, but they are spaced far apart

in several areas. The long distance between crossings forces people to oss at
uncontrolled locations. This behavior is often observed by corridor users, but is not

reflected in the count data. This phenomenon signals a msmatch between the location of
crossings and peoplesd desired connections. Tl
or desire line, to destinations is a basic human behavior and must be considered as the

Delridge Way SW Multimodal Corridor project proceeds toward concept design.

Where are People Walking Most?

As shown in Figure 15, the highest levels of pedestrian activity along Delridge Way SW
coincide with the highest ridership transit stops (see Figure 18) and key retail nodes.
Thus, access to transit is a key ingredient to where pedestrian activity is occurring along
the corridor. PM peak period pedestrian activity along Delridge (i.e., crossing side streets)
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is highest at SW Brandon, SW Henderson, and SW Holden Streets. PM peak period
pedestrian activity across Delridge is highest at SW Brandon, SW Thistle, SW Myrtle, and
SW Henderson Streets.

Some sidewalk corridors have distinct furniture zones/landscaped buffers and pedestrian through
zones (upper left), while other areas of the street have no buffer (upper right). Long stretches of the
corridor lack safe crossings. A pedestrian overpass at SW Oregon Street provides one protected
connection, but requires out of direction travel paths (lower left]. Utility poles block sidewalks in some
instances (lower right).

Source: Nelson\Nygaard
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Figure 15  Pedestrian Conditions
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