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May 18, 2020 

 

The Honorable Elaine Chao 

Secretary 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

 

Re: City of Seattle East Marginal Way Corridor Improvement Project BUILD grant application 

 

Dear Secretary Chao: 

 

We are pleased to write in support of the City of Seattle’s application for US Department of 

Transportation BUILD grant funding for the East Marginal Way Corridor Improvement Project.  

 

East Marginal Way is one of the Washington’s most critical freight corridors, running the length 

of the SODO Qualified Opportunity Zone and connecting Port of Seattle terminals and the 

Duwamish Manufacturing Industrial Center’s freight infrastructure and warehousing businesses 

with the agricultural goods and raw materials from throughout Washington other northwestern 

states. With a significant volume of freight and other daily usage, East Marginal Way is in 

critical need of investment to continue accommodating heavy haul freight activity and safe travel 

by all users.  

 

The City of Seattle has designed the project to serve meet state Heavy Haul axle weight 

thresholds and to allow East Marginal Way to serve as a key last-mile connector for over-sized 

trucks and those carrying flammable cargo. The City of Seattle design also incorporates 

separated bike facilities and other safety features to accommodate the thousand cyclists per day 

who use the corridor to travel from the West Seattle Bridge Trail to jobs in downtown Seattle 

and the South Downtown (SODO) neighborhood.   

 

As Legislators representing districts that include Port of Seattle facilities, a large number of 

maritime and industrial businesses, and thousands of workers that keep international trade 

moving, we are eager to see this important project funded and constructed. Therefore, we 

strongly urge the US Department of Transportation to support the City of Seattle’s application 

for BUILD funding to complete the East Marginal Way project. 

 

Legislative Building 

 

Olympia, WA 98504-0600 

 

Washington State Legislature 
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Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Senator Bob Hasegawa 

11th Legislative District 

 
Senator Joe Nguyen 

34th Legislative District 

 
 

Senator Rebecca Saldaña 

37th Legislative District 

 

 
 

Representative Steve Bergquist 

11th Legislative District 

 

 
 

Representative Eileen Cody 

34th Legislative District 

 

 
Representative Joe Fitzgibbon 

34th Legislative District 

 

 
 

Representative Gael Tarleton 

36th Legislative District 

 
Representative Javier Valdez 

46th Legislative District 

 

 

 

CC: 

Senator Patty Murray 

Senator Maria Cantwell 

Governor Jay Inslee 

Congresswoman Pramila Jayapal 

Congressman Adam Smith 

Mayor Jenny A. Durkan 
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Letter 10. Seattle Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce  
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Letter 15. West Seattle Bike Connections  
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Letter 16. Cascade Bicycle Club 
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Letter 17. West Seattle Transportation Coalition  
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Letter 19. District 1 Community Network 
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