
Community-wide cleanup in South Park expected to take days
By Jackie Kent, KOMO News, Thursday, December 29th, 2022 
(News story has been summarized)
Two days after major flooding in the South Park neighborhood in Seattle, many people were helping to clean up. Seattle Public Utilities workers, the Duwamish River Community Coalition, and friends and family of South Park residents worked together to remove furniture, clothes, and other belongings that were damaged from the floods.
The City of Seattle is helping more than 15 homes recover, finding short-term emergency housing, and cleaning the neighborhood. They are also looking at damages to businesses. 
McKnight said the flood “was like the river coming through the fence.” She doesn’t know how they will pay for the damage or how much damage there is to their property. City workers and a nonprofit organization helped to clean her basement.
McKnight is one of at least 10 neighbors staying in a hotel with vouchers from the city. She and her three children plan to stay at the hotel for about a week because they have no heat or laundry at their home. The city is partnering with nonprofits to provide supplies, food, advocacy, and connections to other services.
The Duwamish River Community Coalition (DRCC) helped neighbors get water out of carpets, furniture, and belongings. They are helping throw away trash and furniture.
Emily Lucy’s home has flooded four times in recent years from either high tide levels or backed up sewage. 
McKnight does not have flood insurance and does not plan to replace much of her damaged furniture in case of future flooding from the Duwamish River. 

For the full article visit: https://komonews.com/news/local/seattle-south-park-neighborhood-flood-flooding-water-damage-public-utilities-cleanup-clothes-donation-furniture-duwamish-river-community-coalition

Lummi tribe improvises as flooding turns its reservation into an island 
By John Ryan, KUOW, November 18th, 2021 (News story has been summarized)
Rising floodwater and two days of extreme rain blocked the Lummi Reservation near Bellingham from the rest of the area. Both roads that go to the reservation were flooded.
“It pretty much turned us into an island out here,” Lummi tribal chair William Jones Jr. said. “We have no way out unless we have to drive through the flood.”
Lummi fishermen got stuck driving across a flooded road. Their car then caught fire.
The flood stranded 5,600 people living on the Lummi Reservation and 900 people living on Lummi Island. Lummi Island residents were told to shelter in place. The flooding destroyed parts of northern Washington and southern British Columbia, but the flooding would not stop the tribe from providing food and health care to its people.
The Lummi Nation used police boats and a dump truck. Lummi officials used a dump truck to transport food to keep the reservation’s convenience store stocked. Dump trucks can get through the flood waters. The tribe offered emergency food boxes, diapers, fireplace logs, and served lunch to those in need. They delivered 80 bagged lunches to people stuck at the tribe’s Silver Reef Casino.
Two Lummi Police boats drove 10 health care workers across Bellingham Bay to the Lummi Tribal Health Center. The clinic was understaffed in-person. Many healthcare workers made virtual appointments. The clinic serves 5,000 Native Americans in Whatcom County, but most patients live on the Lummi Reservation. Without the police boats, many Lummi tribal members would not have been able to get health care or important medications.
“We’re in the middle of the pandemic here, and we’re right in the middle of flu season and cold season, so we have a lot of sick children and our elders that we have to take care of.”
About 12 families had to evacuate their homes on the reservation. Homes and vehicles were completely destroyed. Extreme conditions damaged salmon habitats in rivers.
Tribal chair Jones said he’s happy Lummi people were so resilient in an emergency. The police boat that drove health care workers to the reservation was the Lengesot, the word for a Lummi value translated as “we take care of ourselves, watch out for ourselves, and love and take care of each other.”

For the full article, visit: https://www.kuow.org/stories/lummi-tribe-improvises-after-flooding-turns-reservation-into-an-island
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