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Project GoalProject Goal
Create a community‐owned plan for 
providing & improving public spaces & 
parks in the University District.parks in the University District.

Product 
Update the University District Park Plan 
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Roles
Steering Group Members: 

 Rebecca Barnes, University Architect, Capital & Roles
Community members 

Campus Planning
 Doug Campbell, Business Owner
 Cory Crocker, University District Square & 
Resident
 Marty Curry, University of Washington Urban 
Planning instructor

U District Square 
University District Partnership (UDP)

Steering Group

g
 Theresa Doherty, University of Washington 
Regional & Community Relations
 Jeanette Henderson, University of Washington 
Real Estate
 Kristine Kenney, University of Washington 
Landscape ArchitectSteering Group 

Dep’t of Planning & Development (DPD)
Parks & Recreation

Landscape Architect
 Dave LaClergue, City of Seattle Department of 
Planning & Development
 Dorothy Lengyel, University District Parking 
Associates & Resident
 Elizabeth McCoury, University District 
Partnership (CEO)Parks & Recreation

University of Washington 
Consultants:

Partnership (CEO)
 Chip Nevins, Seattle Parks & Recreation 
 Barbara Quinn, University Park Community Club
 Ruedi Risler, University Park Community Club
 Scott Soules, Property Owner, University 
District Parking Associates
 R W R id t Roger Wagoner, Resident
 Steve Wilkins, University District Community 
Council & Resident
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Project TimetableProject Timetable

10/7/14
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Goal of TonightGoal of Tonight

Update of work‐to‐date & invite 
bl dpublic comments regarding: 
• Recommended elements 
• Implementation strategies 
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AgendaAgenda
Findings
Recommended actions

 Activate existing & planned parks
k k Pocket parks 

 UW campus edge
 East‐west pedestrian connections
 North‐south green spineNorth south green spine
 Publicly‐owned central square 

Discussion 
Summary & closing remarks
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FINDINGS FROM 
COMMUNITY MEETINGS
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Principles or Values
‐ COMMUNITY MEETING #1

Principles or Values
• Inclusiveness 
• Safety 
• Neighborhood identityNeighborhood identity 
• Livability 
• Connectivity 
• Connection to nature 
• Variety of spaces 
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Functions&Activities
‐ COMMUNITY MEETING #1

Functions & Activities 
 Socializing & meeting people
 Eating & drinking 
 Musical performances & outdoor moviesMusical performances & outdoor movies 
 Playing for all ages

& l Sitting & relaxing 
 Interacting with nature 
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Key Elements for Urban Parks
‐ COMMUNITY MEETING #2

Key Elements for Urban Parks
 Collaborative approach to needs 
assessment, design, & management
 Importance of location & sizep
 Accessibility to primary users
 Visibility from streets & adjacent uses Visibility from streets & adjacent uses
 Quality of design & construction
 Elevated level of programming, 
maintenance, & security
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Work Session
‐ COMMUNITY MEETING #2

Work Session 
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Work Session
‐ COMMUNITY MEETING #2

Work Session 
 8 tables identified 

location & types of 
open space on a map 

 Representatives 
shared top 3 prioritiesp p

 Given a chance to 
adjust based on otheradjust based on other 
groups’ ideas 
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Work Session Results
‐ COMMUNITY MEETING #2

Work Session Results
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RECOMMENDATIONSRECOMMENDATIONS
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6 Recommendations (innoparticularorder)6 Recommendations (in no particular order)
 Activate existing & planned parks 

CHIP NEVINS, SEATTLE PARKS & REC 

 Pocket parks (part of new development) 
JOHN OWEN, MAKERS,

 UW campus edge 
THERESA DOHERTY, UW REGIONAL & COMMUNITY RELATIONS

 E/W pedestrian connections 
DAVE LACLERGUE, DEP’T OF PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT

 N/S green spine N/S green spine 
DAVE LACLERGUE, DEP’T OF PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT

 Publicly‐owned central square y q
DOUG CAMPBELL / CORY CROCKER / STEVE WILKENS



UNIVERSITY DISTRICT OPEN SPACE FORUM #3

ACTIVATE EXISTING&PLANNEDPARKSACTIVATE EXISTING & PLANNED PARKS
 Improvements & 
additional uses to all 
existing & planned 
parks.



UNIVERSITY DISTRICT OPEN SPACE FORUM #3

Potential Design ElementsPotential Design Elements
 Climbing wall
 Skateboard park
 P‐PatchP Patch
 Basketball court 

k Dog park 
 Wall or screen for outdoor movie
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Christie Park EnhancementChristie Park Enhancement
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University Heights ExpansionUniversity Heights Expansion 



UNIVERSITY DISTRICT OPEN SPACE FORUM #3

Waterfront Park ExpansionWaterfront Park Expansion
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ImplementationImplementation 
COMMUNITY ACTIONS

 Develop a culture of stewardship, 
programming, & activation 
 Participate in development of planned 
parksp

CITY ACTIONS

 Continue to invest & fund planned parksp p
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POCKET PARKSPOCKET PARKS
 Small spaces that 
activate streets in the U 
District.
 Open space within a 5‐
minute walk for 
residents north of NE 
50th St. 

NOTE: For illustrative purposes only. The 
locations shown do not necessarily reflect y f
actual locations for pocket parks.
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Potential Design ElementsPotential Design Elements 
 Café seating & picnic tables
 Small children’s playground
 WIFIWIFI
 Good lighting
 Quiet spaces
 Benches & seating 
 Food trucks
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Privately‐Owned PlazaPrivately‐Owned Plaza
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Privately‐Owned PlazaPrivately‐Owned Plaza
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Privately‐Owned PlazaPrivately‐Owned Plaza
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Residential RooftopAmenityResidential Rooftop Amenity 
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Residential Setbacks& EcologyResidential Setbacks & Ecology 
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ImplementationImplementation 
COMMUNITY ACTIONS

 Review City’s draft design guidelines
CITY ACTIONS

 Establish requirements & design 
guidelines for private open space 
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UWCAMPUS EDGEUW CAMPUS EDGE
 Better integration with 
UW open spaces.
 Celebrate entrances into 
the U District.
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15th AveNE15 Ave NE 
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ProposedBurkeMuseumProposed Burke Museum 
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ImplementationImplementation 
UW ACTION 

 Continue to work with community to 
soften the campus edge as new UW 
projects are designed along 15th

COMMUNITY ACTIONS

 Continue to work with UW on campus 
edge design  
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E/WPEDESTRIANCONNECTIONSE/W PEDESTRIAN CONNECTIONS
 More pedestrian options 
between NE 41st St & 
NE 45th St, including 
mid‐block crossings.
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Potential Design ElementsPotential Design Elements
 Reduced vehicle parking
 Close to vehicle traffic (during events) 
 Adjacent pocket parksAdjacent pocket parks 
 Wider sidewalks

d lk f & b ll Sidewalk cafes & businesses spilling out 
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NE 43rd Street at StationNE 43 Street at Station
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43rd St Parklet (withinpublic right of way)43 St Parklet (within public right‐of‐way)
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Block SizeBlock Size

U DISTRICT:
250’ x 500’

PORTLAND:
200’ x 200’250  x 500

block size
200  x 200
block size
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ActivatedAlleysActivated Alleys
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Retail Pass‐ThroughRetail Pass‐Through 
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Residential Pass‐ThroughResidential Pass‐Through
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Interior Pass‐ThroughInterior Pass‐Through
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ImplementationImplementation 
COMMUNITY ACTIONS 

 Support NE 43rd St improvements 
CITY ACTIONS 

 Finish NE 43rd St designs & work with 
partners to implement
 Establish design guidelines &/or 
regulations for mid‐block pass‐throughsg p g
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N/SGREEN SPINEN/S GREEN SPINE
 Vegetation, pedestrian, 
& cycle connection(s) 
from Cowen Park to the 
waterfront.
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Design CriteriaDesign Criteria 
 Additional street trees & other 
vegetation 
 Connected with common 
theme/narrative
 Prioritized safety amenities forPrioritized safety amenities for 
pedestrians & cyclists
 Wider sidewalks Wider sidewalks 
 Encourage adjacent pocket parks 
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Green Streets Concept PlansGreen Streets Concept Plans
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BrooklynAve at StationBrooklyn Ave at Station 
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NeighborhoodNeighborhood 
Greenway 

12th Ave NE 
under 
construction 
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ImplementationImplementation 
COMMUNITY ACTIONS

 Talk with neighbors to identify additional 
needs & problem areas 
 Start programming & using residential 
streets (e.g., Get neighborhood support & apply to ( g g pp pp y
turn a block of 12th Ave NE into a “Play Street”)

CITY ACTIONS

 Finish Brooklyn Ave streetscape design & 
work with partners to implement 
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PUBLICLY‐OWNEDCENTRAL SQUAREPUBLICLY OWNED CENTRAL SQUARE 
 Large, publicly‐owned 
gathering space for all 
types of people in the U 
District.
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Location CriteriaLocation Criteria 
 Inclusiveness (central location) 
 Active edges & surrounding uses 
 24‐hour surveillance & security
 Identity (e.g., visible from the Ave) 
 High pedestrian activity 
 Close to transit (Light rail & bus) 
 Accommodate events (or expandable with street ( p

closure) 

 Solar access 
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Open SpaceDimensionsOpen Space Dimensions

NOTE: highlighted sites illustrate possible 
locations for a park‐‐‐they don't 
represent specific recommendations or 
intentions of property owners.

NOTE: highlighted sites illustrate possible 
locations for a park‐‐‐they don't 
represent specific recommendations or 
intentions of property owners.intentions of property owners.
Further work is needed on economic & 
development incentives, as well as 
negotiations with property owners.

intentions of property owners.
Further work is needed on economic & 
development incentives, as well as 
negotiations with property owners.
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Open SpaceDimensionsOpen Space Dimensions
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Open SpaceDimensionsOpen Space Dimensions
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HingHay Park (InternationalDistrict)HingHay Park (International District)



UNIVERSITY DISTRICT OPEN SPACE FORUM #3

Centered on theAveCentered on the Ave
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Above the StationAbove the Station 
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Adjacent to the StationAdjacent to the Station
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ImplementationImplementation 
COMMUNITY ACTIONS

 Identify priority site(s)
 Alert Council to objectives, priorities, & j , p ,
needs. Strongly advocate
 Build a network & educate your neighborsBuild a network & educate your neighbors 

(e.g., set up a booth at the farmers market)

 Think creatively & raise local fundsThink creatively & raise local funds
 Build an organization for local public realm 
stewardshipstewardship 
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ImplementationImplementation 
CITY ACTIONS

 Raise priority with Parks District Board (2015)
 Contact property owner(s) to begin discussion 
about property acquisition (2015)

 Integrate goals of central square into City 
C h i PlComprehensive Plan (or Council adopted Parks Plan) (2015)

 Develop regulatory/fee/TDR programs to support 
open space de elopmentopen space development (2015)

 Include provisions for a central square in upzone
legislationlegislation 
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DISCUSSIONDISCUSSION
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Question #1Question #1

Which recommendations would youWhich recommendations would you 
most like to see move forward in 

th t 5 ? Wh ?the next 5 years? Why?
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Discussion #2Discussion #2

Are there any City or communityAre there any City or community 
implementation actions you would 

t f?not approve of? 
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Discussion #3Discussion #3

Is there anything we have forgotten 
or you would like to bring up?  y g p
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Stay InvolvedStay Involved

MINUTES & REPORTS @:MINUTES & REPORTS @: 
www.udistrictpartnership.org


