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Council Resolution 32055:
West Seattle and Ballard Link
Extensions (WSBLE)
Recommendations

Advancing a One Seattle vision for WSBLE,
the largest infrastructure project
in City history.
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Presentation Overview

1. Background
* WSBLE Project Overview
* Developing a City Recommendation

2. Recommendation on a Preferred Alternative
* West Seattle: Overview and Discussion
e CID/SODO: Overview and Discussion
* Downtown: Overview and Discussion
 Ballard/Interbay: Overview and Discussion

3. Next Steps
e Refinements + Third-Party Funding
* Board action and FEIS
* Discussion

WSBLE City Team | June 2022 3




1. Background

* WSBLE Project Overview

* Developing a City
Recommendation
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Project Background T

WSBLE Overview N

At S12+ Billion, West Seattle and Ballard Link
Extensions (WSBLE) project is the largest

®

nnnnn

= \“&\E &
smith Cove &%« Seattle  South

infrastructure project in City history—with Ntz
tremendous opportunity for transformation, bi
but also potential for significant construction W°“'a"§$:§\n\md:ﬁin
and related impacts to existing communities. o B
The project includes: i3

* 12+ miles of new light rail track so00

* 13+ new or expanded stations P A

* New light rail-only downtown tunnel J”tk%@“i"."‘}émg o

2 water crossings i
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Project Background , , , ,
. The WSBLE project proposes two light rail extensions,
WS B LE Ove rview one from West Seattle to Downtown (continuing north
to Everett), and the other from Ballard to Downtown
(continuing south to Tacoma). Riders will transfer
between these two lines at expanded CID and

West Seattle Link Extension Westlake stations.

WSJ DEL DUW SODO
Segment Segment || Segment Segment
.—‘ ‘ ‘ To Everett

Alaska  Avalon  Delridge SODO Stadium

Junction (Existing)
SODO CID DT SIB IBB
Segment Segment Segment Segment Segment

To Tacoma o—0—0—-0—-0—0—0——0—0
SODO International Midtown Westlake Denny South  Seattle Smith Interbay  Ballard
(Existing) District/ Lake  Center Cove
Chinatown Union

Ballard Link Extension
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Project Background

WSBLE Timeline

Alternatives development |
Voter approval (2016) Board identifies DEIS alternatives ™
Draft EIS |
Planning, 2017 to 2023 4EIEER— Board confirms or modifies 2022
Preferred Alternative
Design, 2023 to 2027* Final EIS 2022-2023
Board selects project to be built 2023
Construction, 2026 to 2037-2039* | Federal Record of Decision 2023

Start of service (West Seattle 2032; Ballard 2037-2039%)

*Dates reflect an affordable schedule of 2039 based on current cost estimates and revenue projections and a target schedule if the affordability gap can be closed.
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Background on City Recommendation

DEIS Review

West Seattle and Ballard Nearly 100 subject matter experts from 15+
Link Extensions

[T Envionmenta mpact Staterent City departments reviewed and commented
EXECUTVE SUMMARY B onthe 8000+ pages of DEIS analysis.

In April, the City transmitted over 1500
technical comments on the DEIS, and a
cover letter summarizing key findings and
recommendations.

& SoUNDTRANSIT
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Background on City Recommendation

ST-led Engagement

SO u n d Tra n S it p rOVi d e d b ri efi n gs Galer Street Station/ Prospect Street Station/ Prospect Street Station/

Central Interbay 15th Avenue Central Interbay

and facilitated discussions on the Projct cost @
-
WSBLE alternatives at monthly

Historic properties -

Community Advisory Group | s @] adaces

: :
meetings, other neighborhood
and stakeholder meetings, and

Queen Anne hillside Queen Anne hillside
Other considerations & steep slopes steep slopes
L] L] [ ]
S e a tt I e C I ty C O u n C I I C O m m I tt e e e ssove fomatons o isomtonony P mbr bOE rper et E - -

Lower performing «—— Higher performing

meetings on February 15t and 2 South Interbay S SonoTransim
April 19th,

$1.4-1.5B

0.7 acres

3.8 acres

(Image: Sound Transit presentation on the WSBLE alternatives to the February 15t
meeting of the City Council Transportation and Seattle Public Utilities Committee)
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Background on City Recommendation

City-led Engagement

The City has engaged with communities on WSBLE over
the last several years and throughout the DEIS process.

City staff listen through a range of engagement
opportunities, some with Sound Transit, but also City-
led and community-led activities: briefings, workshops,
one-on-ones, and through Community Liaisons.

The City aims for decisions that are centered in racial
: Ly equity and co-created and truth-checked with
Image: Seattle Department of Neighborhoods commaun |ty_
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Background on City Recommendation

Segment Teams

~  Ballard
o0

BALLARD/ [i Four Segment Teams comprising subject matter experts
INTERBAY 1) from nine departments* met since October 2021 to:

% Interbay
Q

e Evaluate the DEIS alternatives in each segment
* |dentify key differentiators between alternatives

* Develop recommendations based on areas of
consensus and discuss areas of disagreement

* Highlight areas for which a recommendation cannot

Rl 1 be provided due to missing information
Pk ®

*Segment Teams included representatives from SDOT, DON, FAS, OPCD, Seattle Center, SCL, SDCI, SPR, and SPU

WSBLE City Team | June 2022 12




Background on City Recommendation

Core Values

Based on DEIS review, engagement, and segment teams, the City

identified five core values to differentiate and evaluate alternatives:
e RACIAL EQUITY. Promote equitable benefits and avoid disparate impacts to community
members, especially in Racial Equity Toolkit-identified communities.

e SAFETY + USER EXPERIENCE. Locate and design stations for safe access and circulation that
minimizes pedestrian risk, creates a sense of belonging, and leads to greater ridership.

e COMMUNITY. Minimize residential and business displacement and impacts to existing

neighborhood assets and maximize opportunities to further equitable TOD and other community-
identified priorities.

e ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION. Minimize impacts to sensitive environmental areas.

e STEWARDSHIP. Facilitate responsible stewardship of taxpayer dollars by seeking highest
benefit for dollars spent and helping keep project on time and under budget.
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Background on City Recommendation

Impacts

Developing WSBLE through existing
neighborhoods will have impacts—including
land use, transportation, noise, and aesthetics.

Property impacts will require partial and complete
acquisitions, resulting in displacement of
residences and businesses.

The City has a role in advocating for alternatives
that minimize impacts. For property impacts, the
City will work with Sound Transit on appropriate

SIB-1 alternative in South Interbay would have numerous

mitigation for displacements through acquisition property and right-of-way impacts—including affected

parcels on private property and column placements in

d nd re|0cat|0n aSSISta nce. Elliott Ave W. (Image: WSBLE DEIS. Appendix L)
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2. Recommendation on a

Preferred Alternative

e West Seattle

CID/SODO
* Downtown

* Ballard/Interbay

For each segment grouping:

A. Recommendation

B. Rationale Based on Core Values

C. What We’ve Heard from Engagement
D. Additional Work Needed

E. Discussion
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Recommendation on Preferred Alternative

West Seattle Segments

e West Seattle Junction Segment _
. S Lander St

* Delridge Segment I
* Duwamish Crossing Segment T T T  — ...w:g
™ West Seaitle Bridge “““‘o‘

m““y G LTI LT LU L

§ & DeIrldge
Alaska _@;m" o

=
Junction £# # avalon ;
SW Alaska St 6 g
Q
='s = =

v un wv

)

3% §

=

=

Alternatives:
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Recommendation on Preferred Alternative

West Seattle Junction Segment

Stations: Alaska Junction, Avalon .
\( L e Medium Tl(l\:/nsej-451) st Avenue g%‘
Tunnel 4: 3& é\lgr;l;e Station E E g
—\‘gstﬁENB&l = §’ = E g
. e 5 3 u f_j IS e — - =
Recommendation: I B B 2
. r ¢ ° 8 =
Alternative WSJ-5 A I N
g % g E P12 Sw sNOQUALMIE ST

|

|

37TH AVE SW

|

35TH AVE SW

|V| e d I u m t u n n e | to AI a S ka Tunnel 42nd Avenue Station Option
(WSJ-3b)
Elevated 41st/42nd Avenue Station

Junction station at 41st Street

§§ & i evated Fauntlero al ion
SW with retained cut Avalon P4 S iy iy
W HUDSON ST & z
g

tati
station.
Short Tunnel
SW HEINZE WAY i 41st Avenue Station

/ (WSJ-4)

FAUNTLEROY

V

Neighborhood context: West Seattle Junction is a
fast-growing Hub Urban Village. (Image: WSBLE Alternatives:

DEIS Executive Summary, highiight addec) ™ referred | preferred w 3* party Funding | Other |
17
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Recommendation on Preferred Alternative

West Seattle Junction Segment

Stations: Alaska Junction, Avalon

Figure 2-13b. KOP WS-13: Preferred Elevated 41st/42nd Avenue Station
Alternative (WSJ-1)

Rationale:

* SAFETY: Avoids sightline
obstructions during operation

* COMMUNITY: Avoids impacts of
elevated guideway

e STEWARDSHIP: The Medium Tunnel
offers the benefits of a tunnel at a
comparable cost of the DEIS
elevated alternatives.

The City’s recommendation avoids elevated guideways, such as Alternative
WSJ-1 pictured here, which create permanent sightline obstructions that
impact safety for all roadway users. (Image: WSBLE DEIS Appendix N.2)
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Recommendation on Preferred Alternative

West Seattle Junction Segment

Stations: Alaska Junction, Avalon

What we’ve heard:
 Strong support for tunnel

e Concern about impacts from
elevated guideway: visual/noise
during construction, development
constraints due to columns, safety
due to sightline obstructions

* Concern about construction
impacts to operations and

The City recommendation avoids tall, elevated guideways, such as

C h aracter Of t h e b usiness d istrict Alternative DEL-5 pictured here near Avalon Station, that create many
adverse impacts on surrounding communities. (Image: WSBLE DEIS
Executive Summary)
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Recommendation on Preferred Alternative

Delridge Segment

Station: Delridge

,,,,,,,,,,
51

SW_MANNING ST Andover Street Station =<
(Lower Height)
(DEL-6)

SW ORLEANS ST West

Duwamish
Greenbelt

-{.Longfellow, Creg

SW ADAMS ST

oW q—\AR\.ESTOWN st Andove(rDSérigt) Station f Connectio? Dt(l’J w-);)h Crossing
Recommendation:
[ ] % gs g § o —— SW ANDOVER ST
Alternative DEL-6 R = B
L]
Elevated Iower helght S DAKOTA ST £ Delridg%\éVag)Station
(DEL-

. . Dakota Street. Station LonGféllow Creek
(Lower Height), Natural Area
elridge station at Andover |«
= Dakota Street Station
; = S n— = = (DEL-1a)
""" 8 SW GENESEE ST

Avalon Station
Dakota Street Station,
North Alignment Option

West Seattle
Golf Course

Pigeon Point

Park

DELRI

Delridge Playfield|&

Duwamish
Segment

Delridge Segment

(DEL-1b)
Dakot;; Street Station Delridge Way Station Community Center
(Lower Height) (Lower Height)
(DEL-223) (DEL-4)

Neighborhood context: The RET-priority communities to the south of the station
Alternatives:

area, including South Delridge and White Center, will access the station by bus.

(Image: WSBLE DEIS Executive Summary, highlight added)
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Recommendation on Preferred Alternative

Delridge Segment

station: DE/I’Idg € Figure 4-3. Delridge Segment Alternatives 3D Model

| 5
= '-y

This 3D model of Delridge
Station alternatives illustrates
potential impacts of high
elevated guideways over the
residential valley. (Image:
WSBLE DEIS Appendix N.2)

(" VIEW LOOKING NW
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Recommendation on Preferred Alternative

Delridge Segment

Station: Delridge

Viewpoint: Looking North along Delridge Way Southwest

Rationale:

e COMMUNITY: Avoids effects of tall

guideway, including displacements
and visual impacts, over residential
community

« STEWARDSHIP: Avoids costs of more
expensive and impactful tunnels

The City recommendation avoids significant property takings and visual
impacts of elevated guideway through existing residential area, such as
the Delridge Way alternative pictured above. (Image: Presentation to
Duwamish/West Seattle Community Advisory Group, April 2022)
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Recommendation on Preferred Alternative

Delridge Segment

Station: Delridge

Figure 2-9c. KOP WS-9: Dakota Street Station North Alignment Option (DEL-1b)

What we’ve heard:

* Minimize displacement while
maximizing opportunity for
community-driven equitable TOD

* Need for additional engagement with
RET communities

* Provide seamless bus-rail integration

The property takings for the Dakota Street alternatives would leave the
community with difficult-to-develop remainder parcels under the
guideway. (Image: WSBLE DEIS Appendix N.2)
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Recommendation on Preferred Alternative

Delridge Segment

Station: Delridge

Additional work needed:

* Conduct additional engagement with RET
communities

* Ensure safe pedestrian access and seamless
bus-rail integration through:

 Refinements for station access south of Andover
 Strategies to minimize pedestrian-freight conflict

* Minimize displacement while maximizing PR
Opp Ortunity for e quitable TOD Protection and restoration of Longfellow Creek is a high

priority in the North Delridge Action Plan. (Image: WSBLE

S dix N.
* Protect Longfellow Creek PES Appendb L4
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Recommendation on Preferred Alternative

Duwamish Water Crossing Segment

Stations: None

0 § 2 | | s LanDeR 5T IS (
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Alternatives:

Neighborhood context: The Duwamish Water Crossing parallels the West Seattle Bridge
Cother |

and introduces potential adverse impacts to maritime businesses, tree canopy, and
wildlife habitat. (Image: WSBLE DEIS Executive Summary, highlight added)
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Recommendation on Preferred Alternative

Duwamish Water Crossing Segment

Stations: None

Rationale:

* COMMUNITY: The DEIS identified the
impacts of the North crossing alternative
to the maritime businesses would be
unmitigable.

e [Note: ENVIRONMENT and COMMUNITY:
The South crossing creates significant
adverse impacts to Pigeon Point. Sound
Transit needs to demonstrate adequate

The DEIS found that the North crossing’s permanent impacts to

avo | d ance an d m |t| g at | on ] maritime businesses would not be mitigable. (Image: Google
’ Maps)
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Recommendation on Preferred Alternative

Duwamish Water Crossing Segment

Stations: None

Figure 2-3b. KOP WS-3: Preferred South Crossing Alternative (DUW-1a)

What we’ve heard:

* Concern about impacts to
maritime/industrial businesses

* Concern about Tribal impacts
near/in the Duwamish

* Concerns about impacts to the West
Duwamish Greenbelt—including
tree loss and wildlife impacts.

The south crossing would be located south of the West Seattle Bridge and
would impact the natural environment on Pigeon Point. (Image: WSBLE
DEIS Appendix N.2)
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Recommendation on Preferred Alternative

Duwamish Water Crossing

Stations: None

Additional work needed:

* Avoid or mitigate impacts at Pigeon Point
and West Duwamish Greenbelt sufficient

to achieve de minimus under NEPA
Section 4(f)

* Ensure complete slope stabilization for
steep slope impacts

* Ensure compatibility with long-term West
Seattle Bridge replacement

WSBLE City Team | June 2022

Figure N4.D-15. Great Blue Heron Rookery at West Duwamish Greenbelt
From stairwell trail, taken May 14, 2019.

N . o g
S AT T T ‘«
LR T VoA ¥ 8
i RS
3 3 'y
¢

et

Alternative DUW-1a would result in tree loss and
impacts to Blue Heron habitat at Pigeon Point.
Sound Transit must demonstrate how these

impacts would be avoided or mitigated. (Image:
WSBLE DEIS Appendix N.4)
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Recommendation on Preferred Alternative

West Seattle Segments

e West Seattle Junction Segment _
. S Lander St

* Delridge Segment I
¢ DuwamiSh CFOSSing Segment “‘lIIllllllllllllllllllllllllIllllllllll\l“‘.’
& __WestSeattle Bridge —

li:?.-m""'“'"lllllmgmmnm
~‘““I

§ 53Delridge

Alaska
Junction =< 2 &
v Avalon

'n
Delridge Way S

SW Alaska St

DISCUSSION

Ave SW

42nd Ave SW

2NN Ve
415t Ave ¢
teroy Way SW( s,
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Recommendation on Preferred Alternative N~

4 |‘|;\ 1y Way
CID/SODO 1'% nt1 District/

[ 1 1 Chingtown
* SODO Segment \ ll‘\‘\ /
* CID Segment : 1\
Stad(um \q
~ > 4

S Holgate St

soooé»

S Lander St

1111111

P,
.0

Alternatives:
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Recommendation on Preferred Alternative

SODO Segment

Station: SODO

Recommendation:
Alternative SODO-1b

At-grade South station option

Neighborhood context: SODO is the industrial heart of the
region—confluence of deep seaport with transfer to rail and
roads. (Image: WSBLE DEIS Executive Summary, highlight added)

Alternatives:

31
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Recommendation on Preferred Alternative

SODO Segment

Station: SODO e
:
RATIONALE: . il
* SAFETY + USER EXPERIENCE: P
Provide better access from Lander bl 1l Ny
Street A
« COMMUNITY: Avoid displacements 5%
from alternatives further north
¥ __Q-_ oo
SODO 1b: The SODO-1b alternative would shorten the walk distanc:e ! r ° L L

between Lander Street and the platforms. (Image: WSBLE Online Open
House at https://wsblink.participate.online/)
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Recommendation on Preferred Alternative

SODO Segment

Station: SODO

What we’ve heard:

e Support for at-grade South from
business community to improve
station access and avoid business
displacements

* Concern about reduced property
access from Lander overpass

e Concern about construction
impacts to businesses and
mobility

WSBLE City Team | June 2022

Holgate Street closure

”1 i {: ai R 3 . .J»- J \.“ l_f‘; :

A;ﬂantlc &C

"‘J

All alternatives would require 2 to 3-year closures of Lander and
Holgate streets. (Image: Presentation to CID/SODO Community Advisory
Group, March 2022)
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Recommendation on Preferred Alternative

SODO Segment

Station: SODO

Top of structure height ~40’

Additional work needed:

South station entrance |—‘ Escalator, stairs, and elevator
* Design Holgate and Lander Street Popsst s L
overpasses at acceptable grades roposed S Lander 1
. . . | overpass beyond
* Ensure intersection elevations e wyw [

that accommodate all vehicle
types

* Plan for mitigation and long-term
restoration of SODO Trail

Station cross section

Station platform (3 Line)

Station platform (1 Line)

Overpass grades: The SODO-1a and SODO-1b alternatives would construct
an overpass of the LRT tracks between 4" Ave S and 6 Ave S. (Image:
WSBLE Online Open House at https://wsblink.participate.online/)
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Recommendation on Preferred Alternative

CID Segment

Stations: Chinatown-International District, (Stadium)

OOOOO

Elliott Bay

‘‘‘‘‘‘

Recommendation: TBD A | e

iiiiiii

More work is needed to understand business
and residential impacts, construction and
transportation impacts, and strategies to avoid,
minimize, or mitigate them.

Metro \
ntral/Atlantic \

) \
\ \
i \
d 7 Cei A c

1y Bus Base & |
iy z

IY S MASSACHUSETTS ST E —— ’

{

on Op
(CID-1b)

There are significant cultural and racial equity 4T (,
impacts of any CID alternative. We must work (- .' : |

. . . Neighborhood context: The CID already has the best transit
wit h commun |ty to un d erstan d Im pa cts an d access in the entire region, but inadequate pedestrian
. . . . facilities connecting to the rest of South Downtown. (Image:
ide nt|fy solutions before su PPO i ngap referred WSBLE DEIS Executive Summary, highlight added)
alternative. Alternatives:

O other
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Recommendation on Preferred Alternative

CID Segment

Stations: Chinatown-International District, (Stadium)

Additional work needed: Advance a focused six- to nine-month planning process
with CID and Pioneer Square community members and other partner organizations.

1 2 3

More fully address the Develop modifications to Initiate a broader
community’s concerns with |the 4t and 5t" Avenue community development
the existing alternatives, shallow alternatives that strategy that furthers RET
including strategies to avoid, | reduce impacts and costs. outcomes and addresses

minimize, and mitigate project and cumulative
impacts. impacts and historic harm.
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Recommendation on Preferred Alternative

CID Segment

Stations: Chinatown-International District, (Stadium) % \ |

Permanent Displacements for 5" Avenue S Alternatives

Rationale:
Concerns about 5t Ave S

SAFETY, COMMUNITY: Community
members and businesses have
voiced their strong concerns about
the significant impacts of the 5t
Ave S alternatives, including
significant permanent

d IS p I aceme nts . The 5t Avenue alternatives would result in numerous permanent displacements in the heart of
the CID community. (Image: Composite image based on Sound Transit presentation to Community
Advisory Group on Permanent Displacements for the 5t Avenue Alternatives, March 2022)
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Recommendation on Preferred Alternative

CID Segment

Stations: Chinatown-International District, (Stadium)

[ Roadway full closure Roadway full and partial closure s Potential traffic increase - . .
1 : " : Station construction duration 9 to 11 years
Rat | o N a I e . Roadway pamal closure Sldewalk/parklng lane closure

BhtS FUUW T Sikiiee B, N

Concerns about 4t" Ave S | DG R g0\
SAFETY, COMMUNITY, K | —- : * e,
STEWARDSHIP: Need more - o ', T A
information on how to avoid 1= *"*;'es-

or mitigate impacts to local e "
and regional mobility, the 9+

years of construction and
road closures, and the very

h |g h CcO StS . The 4t Avenue S alternatives would require 9+ years of construction including numerous multi-year
road closures that would be highly impactful to bus service and general mobility. (Image: Sound
Transit, Presentation to Community Advisory Group, March 2022
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Recommendation on Preferred Alternative

CID Segment

Stations: Chinatown-International District, (Stadium)

What we’ve heard:

* Concern about historic harm from generations of
government projects built in community but not for
the community: I-5, 2nd Ave Extension, the stadiums,
the first transit tunnel, Streetcar, Navigation Center.

* No support for deep alternatives

e Concern about 5t Avenue S alternatives and their
impacts to heart of CID community

* Support for 4th Avenue S alternatives that avoid 5t
Ave S impacts and better connect to Pioneer Square

WSBLE City Team | June 2022

Department of Neighborhoods Community
Liaisons engage community members at CID
Night Market (Inage: Seattle Department of
Neighborhoods)
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Recommendation on Preferred N~

Alternative k/S I Bywy
/ A% Int'I District/
ClDO/SODO [ 1 1 Chingtown
* SODO Segment \ ll‘\‘\ /
* CID Segment g Y
Stad(um \q
~ ~

S Holgate St

soooé»

DISCUSSION

Alternatives:

S TI1111

P,
.0
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Recommendation on Preferred

Alternative .
Downtown " Camer  Loktor
* Midtown + Westlake sub-Segment Oy ---oﬁe?er_&o-.‘
* Denny + South Lake Union sub-Segment © om T Oy .b"&P.Sto,‘ |

Harrison St |

* Seattle Center sub-Segment

1st Ave N

penny Wl ‘522 Denny

C)\.

.
‘Q \sOQC’K
Westlake 2% W

N ‘ -
“R¥Q Midtown
R,
I!‘\ Yesler Way

Alternatives:
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Position on Preferred Alternative

Downtown Segment

Stations: Midtown, Westlake, Denny, South Lake Union, Seattle Center

| I
E 5 ; o 6th Avenue/ “é‘ <
55 £z2 X z | Mercer Street e Uni =y
EEJSELs & o (DT-2) Dark %
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Select stations from both DT-1
and DT-2 alternatives to optimize
access and benefit while
minimizing impact and harm

> ,',;" vv l? g
> v -

Elliott Bay

(Image: WSBLE DEIS Executive Summary, highlight added)

Alternatives:
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Recommendation on Preferred Alternative

Downtown Segment

Stations: Midtown + Westlake

Recommendation:
Alternative DT-1

Tunnel Midtown and Westlake
stations at 5th Avenue

WSBLE City Team | June 2022

Neighborhood context: The Westlake and Midtown stations will
serve the retail and office heart of downtown and provide a critical
transfer between the 1-Line, 2-Line, and 3-Line at Westlake.
(Image: WSBLE DEIS Executive Summary, highlight added)

43




Recommendation on Preferred Alternative

Downtown Segment

Stations: Midtown + Westlake

Freeway Park 4 /
1]

i -~
Rationale: ‘
* SAFETY/USER EXPERIENCE: ;
Avoids pedestrian/vehicle 3‘3F
conflicts at Spring/Seneca I-5 .
ramps (DT-2), avoids elevator-only - witan el

. Nakamura
~ U.S. Courthouse

Midtown Station (DT-2)

* SAFETY/USER EXPERIENCE: ? ‘ " 0
Shorter transfer between stations M T

The Midtown Station on 6t Avenue would have an entrance located
at We St | d ke between the Seneca Street 1-5 offramp and the Spring Street I-5 onramp.
(Image: WSBLE Online Open House at https.//wsblink.participate.online/)

\
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Recommendation on Preferred Alternative

Downtown Segment
Stations: Midtown + Westlake

What we’ve heard:
e Concerns about First Hill access

* Concerns about access to deep
station

* Concerns about safe pedestrian
access to stations

Tunnel 6th Avenue Station (associated with the 6th Avenue and Mercer Alternative)

West station entrance

Elevator access only
to Station platform

Existing building beyond |
/ 6th Ave

Underground tunnel connection
to east station entrance

Station platform

Underground tunnel connection

Station depth ~200°

The Midtown Station on 6" Avenue would only be accessible by elevator
(Image: WSBLE Online Open House at https://wsblink.participate.online/)
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Recommendation on Preferred Alternative i[
Hi

Downtown Segment =
Stations: Midtown + Westlake

=1 )

v -
=(§E

I 4

U.S. Courthouse ?

%)
S -

s 31 (] A Y @

A Banl™ ety g
=0 S=Madison'Stetem=:{7) S 1, =0O= g
e 7] e S — T T A f 1 T

]Illl[

Additional work needed:
* Optimize connection to RapidRide G

Station platform below

—= O E=Marion:st——=(0)

.« . . . . nllg 1 (1%
* Ensure sufficient vertical circulation &
: &
 Study horizontal access from ~3rd |
amn 111
Ave = 0=_cumast == —
UL ]I”"r unnel alignment
Existing below-grade P
pedestrian concourse Z
1] T S my_
=@=_ Cheryst =[O {8} : 7 Y
SR | i
The Midtown Station on 5t Avenue would connect to RapidRide . |
G on Madison Street (Image.. WSBLE Online Open House at I:::‘ Station entrance éﬁb Existing bike route &) Bus routels) 5 lbeeils;w%f::eelstrian connection
https//st/lnkpartICIpate On/inE/) Pedestrian éﬁb Planned bike route Active bus bay - Existing signalized intersection

focused area and/or crosswalks
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Recommendation on Preferred Alternative

Downtown Segment

Stations: Denny + South Lake Union

Recommendation:
Alternative DT-2 Denny and
Alternative DT-1 South Lake Union

Tunnel Denny station at Terry Street
and tunnel South Lake Union station
at Harrison Street

Requires multiple mix-and-match
refinements

WSBLE City Team | June 2022
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Neighborhood context: SLU is fastest growing regional growth center
in the central Puget Sound region, doubling in both housing and

jobs from 2015 to 2021, with a growth of 5,400 housing units and
38,000 jobs. (Image: WSBLE DEIS Executive Summary, highlight added)
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Recommendation on Preferred Alternative

Downtown Segment

Stations: Denny + South Lake Union

Rationale:

* SAFETY, COMMUNITY, STEWARDSHIP:
Optimizes transit integration from
Aurora corridor at SLU

* COMMUNITY, SAFETY: Supports
access to Cascade community and
aligns with Terry Avenue green street

e COMMUNITY, SAFETY: Avoids
untenable multi-year construction
impacts to Westlake corridor

WSBLE City Team | June 2022

Bill & Melinda
Gates Foundation

| North portal plaza

. —

i

Existing public plaza
and WSDOT tunnel

Dexter Ave N

-

8th Ave N

L )

.::_-RepublicanvSt— ——

e 4

L7

~~
-

1
8th Ave N “slow street”
I/

_—
= j-:- w=Thomas St= == == == =)

Bus-rail Integration: The Station at Harrison Street would connect to
three frequent transit corridors (Aurora, Dexter, Harrison). (Image:

WSBLE Online Open House at https://wsblink.participate.online/)
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Recommendation on Preferred Alternative

Downtown Segment

Stations: Denny + South Lake Union

What we’ve heard:

e DT-1 SLU Harrison/7th/Aurora
location identified as community
preferred location for transit hub;
numerous concerns with DT-2 SLU
Mercer location and access

e Concern about multi-year closure
of Westlake corridor during DT-1

The City position would avoid construction impacts for DT-1 Denny Station

D en ny con St ru Ct 1on l mu It I _ye ar at Westlake that include 4-year closure of Westlake Avenue (Image:WSBLE
C | osure Of S LU St re etc ar Online Open House at https://wsblink.participate.online/)
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Recommendation on Preferred Alternative

Downtown Segment

Stations: Denny + South Lake Union

Additional work needed:

e Continued study of mix-and-match
refinements to support this
alignment

* Transit integration at SLU Station

e Functional north/south transit in
SLU during construction

e Station entrances north and south
of Denny

WSBLE City Team | June 2022
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The DT-1 South Lake Union at Harrison Street is consistent with the
neighborhood’s long-term mobility plan that identifies the Harrison/7th
Intersection as a transit hub. Image: South Lake Union/Uptown Triangle
Mobility Plan, 2011
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Recommendation on Preferred Alternative

Downtown Segment

Station: Seattle Center

Recommendation:
Alternative DT-2

Tunnel Seattle Center station
at Mercer Street

WSBLE City Team | June 2022
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Neighborhood context: Seattle Center is the top tourist attraction in the region, with more
than 12 Million visitors per year. The City is the primary property owner and landlord to
the many arts and cultural resident organizations that call the 74-acre campus home. It is
surrounded by the Uptown Urban Center, one of the fastest growing areas of the City.
(Image: WSBLE DEIS Executive Summary, highlight added)
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Recommendation on Preferred Alternative

Downtown Segment

Station: Seattle Center

................... EEEmm e

Station area

Rationale:

* COMMUNITY: Avoids unmitigable
impacts to sensitive uses adjacent to

Js\

Republican alternative
 SAFETY: Provides access to Uptown D T el R
community north of Mercer :
. I A
* ENVIRONMENTAL: Avoids removal of I J s (N)
l ega Cy t rees on cam p us The Seattle Center Station on Mercer would include entrances on
. both sides of Mercer Street—connecting both to the Seattle
¢ CO M M U N lTY Al IOWS g reate r TO D Center campus and the Uptown community. (Image: WSBLE
0O p p 0O rt un |ty Online Open House at https://wsblink.participate.online/)
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Recommendation on Preferred Alternative

Downtown Segment

Station: Seattle Center

What we’ve heard:

* Concern about impacts to Seattle Center
campus and resident organizations during
construction and operation, including:

* Impacts to protected features and historic
structures and assets

* Displacement of resident organizations

 Temporary and permanent noise and vibration
impacts to sensitive cultural venues

° Tra ns p ort at| on an d access | m p acts Seattle Center Planning Charette, November 2021.
(Image: City of Seattle)
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Recommendation on Preferred Alternative

Downtown Segment

Station: Seattle Center

Additional work needed:

* Maintain vehicle/freight mobility/capacity
/business access in Mercer corridor, mitigate detour

impacts, and create construction and access plans
for resident orgs

* Operational noise/vibration mitigation must meet
standards for performance venues, such as Seattle

Sound Transit has included the connection
Re p’ Seattl € O pe ra’ Kl N G F M’ an d P N W Ba l l Et between South Lake Union (Harrison/DT-1)
H . and Seattle Center (Mercer DT-2) in their list
¢ S Uffl cie nt Iy accomm Od ate su rge Cd pa Clty of potential refinements (Image: WSBLE

Online Open House at

* Must connect to SLU Harrison https://wsblink participate.online/)
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Recommendation on Preferred

Alternative .
" Seattle  South
Downtown Segment . Gater i3k Union
* Midtown + Westlake sub-Segment Oy L L IOL T T IO TS
* Denny + South Lake Union sub-Segment O Ty V=), 1
* Seattle Center sub-Segment Rl |
2 Denny Way b? Denny
.
e

Westlake 2% W&
S i
“RQ Midtown

DISCUSSION R

Alternatives:

Yesler Way
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Recommendation on Preferred Alternative  Ballard

Ballard/Interbay Segments

NW Market St

e South Interbay Segment
* Interbay-Ballard Segment

BNSF

’
Magnolia Bridge

\ Smlth \Se

\ EﬂSlove Mz;::-_
DS /

Alternatives: -~y -

WSBLE City Team | June 2022 56




Recommendation on Preferred Alternative — L . ”
South Interbay Segment gy g ——— ——
Station: Smith Cove vl A Zimgn |
. ‘ ‘:\\ 5 \~R “NWHEELERS’[I’ g g 3."7
Recommendation: TBD / PN
\: ﬁ_ %ﬁé é‘ 5 é E i et WBOSTONST
There is inadequate information in the | \ . ] e ;\ng;; s
DEIS related to transportation and visual A\VA N8 Y | T
Impacts associated with construction R NN P Lo [ s
and operation of an elevated guideway -\ % o s/ [ g
along Elliott Avenue West and impacts - ' v;mm
to Environmentally Critical Areas. — A
SN e

Neighborhood context: South Interbay cuts through BINMIC designated center. The Smith
Cove station will provide access for the Cruise Terminal, growing Expedia campus, and Alternatives:

residential areas of Magnolia and Queen Anne. (Image: WSBLE DEIS Executive Summary,

highlight added)
57
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Recommendation on Preferred Alternative

South Interbay Segment

Station: Smith Cove

Rationale: Concerns about “Elliot Snake”

SIB-1 and SIB-2 would create significant
transportation and visual impacts associated
with construction and operation of an
elevated guideway that would cross Elliott
Avenue West three times. Impacts include
structures placed in right-of-way, permanent
removal of turn-lanes, and sightline

9) bst ruct | ons fo r a | I roa d Way users | Nt h iS h |g h - Google street views Lynnwood Link Extension (top) and
Central Link on MLK Way (bottom) show how elevated
vO | ume f e | g h t cor ri d or. structures can impede sightlines and obstruct center

turn lanes. (Images: Google street view)
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Recommendation on Preferred Alternative

South Interbay Segment

Station: Smith Cove

Figure N4.D-27. Kinnear Park
From trail staircase between upper and lower park areas, taken May 29, 2019.

Rationale: Concerns about steep
slope impacts

SIB-2 and SIB-3 would create
significant impacts to Kinnear Park
and the SW Queen Anne Greenbelt, a
landslide-prone steep slope in an
Environmentally Critical Area.

Landslide-prone steep slopes of Kinnear Park.
(Image: WSBLE DEIS Appendix N.4)
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Recommendation on Preferred Alternative

South Interbay Segment
Station: Smith Cove

Figure 3-1b. KOP B-1: Preferred Galer Street Station/Central Interbay Alternative
(SIB-1)

What we’ve heard: B

* Concerns about freight mobilityand : B N e
impacts to nearby industrial and ik
maritime uses

* Support for Galer Street Smith Cove
station location

Rendering of SIB-1 along Elliott Avenue West. (Image: WSBLE DEIS
Appendix N.2)
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Recommendation on Preferred Alternative

South Interbay Segment

Station: Smith Cove

Additional work needed:

* Explore refinements to address concerns
with “Elliott Snake”

* Provide complete stabilization of Queen
Anne slope

* Maintain capacity on Elliott Ave W
during construction

* Maintain Elliott Ave W safety/lane
capacity/property access

* Minimize harm to maritime businesses

WSBLE City Team | June 2022
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The “Elliott Snake” elevated guideway of SIB-1 and SIB-2
would cross Elliott Ave W three times in less than one mile.
(Image: WSBLE DEIS Executive Summary)
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Recommendation on Preferred Alternative

Interbay-Ballard Segment

Stations: Ballard, Interbay

Recommendation:
Alternative IBB-2b

Retained cut Interbay station at
17th Avenue W and a tunnel
alignment to the Ballard station at
15th Avenue NW

Neighborhood context: Ballard is one of the fastest growing urban villages in
Seattle, adding 6,267 people between 2010 and 2020. 86.2% of that growth has
taken place west of 15, (Image: WSBLE DEIS Executive Summary, highlight added)
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Recommendation on Preferred Alternative

Interbay-Ballard Segment

Stations: Ballard, Interbay

Rationale:

 RACIAL EQUITY, COMMUNITY: Avoids impacts
to navigation and Tribal use; Lessens land use

pressure on industrial and maritime jobs east
of 14th Ave NW

* SAFETY: Provides access west of 15t Ave NW
e ENVIRONMENTAL: Avoids in-water work in

Ship Canal '
Elevated Ship Canal crossings would produce navigation
° STEWA R DS H | P . COSt d e |ta betwe en tunne | an d conflicts, impede Tribal waterway use, and create

. . . . environmental impacts. (Image: WSBLE DEIS Appendix N.2)
elevated options has decreased significantly

Figure 3-6b. KOP B-6: Preferred Elevated 14th Avenue Alternative (IBB-1a)
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Recommendation on Preferred Alternative

Interbay-Ballard Segment

Stations: Ballard, Interbay

What we’ve heard:
e Strong support for tunnel

* Strong support for westernmost
alignment—some community
members advocated for earlier
alternatives west of 15th Ave NW

e Concern from Fisherman’s
Terminal regarding bridge
impacts on maritime dependent
businesses
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In earlier phases, Sound Transit studied alternatives with stations located at

17th Ave NW and 20" Ave NW but did not advance those alternatives into the

DEIS. (Image: WSBLE DEIS Appendix M)
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Recommendation on Preferred Alternative

Interbay-Ballard Segment

Stations: Ballard, Interbay

Additional work needed:

e Refinements for entrances on both
sides of NW Market St and 15th
Ave NW

* Refinements to resolve property
conflicts with future SCL substation

and Seattle Storm facility

o M | ] | m | e h arm to ma rltl me The planned $60M development of a Seattle Storm practice facility is in
b . direct conflict with access to the tunnel portal location, as currently
usSinesses designed. (Image: Sellen rendering of the Seattle Storm Center for

Basketball Performance)
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Recommendation on Preferred Alternative e * Ballard

Ballard/Interbay Segments

e South Interbay Segment
* Interbay-Ballard Segment

BNSF

L
Magnolia Bridge %

\ Smlth \Se

DISCUSSION BN

N /

Alternatives: -~y -
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3. Next Steps

e Refinements
e 3" Party Funding
e Board Action + FEIS

e Discussion
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Next Steps
Cost Savings Concepts

N oAl T g 1 FPREE S
G e
“:.;-)*3. *'-w »‘:.‘I. f“/',; wt
P ! ... )MMW L “-‘.’ ;
’y i
7 stAve W |

Sound Transit is considering cost savings e Consolidate Denny b il i

refinements in response to 2021 ST3 and South Lake gl B KL RS
Union stations S ERS ey UL e

Realighment. Some of these proposed Flme
strategies are drastic. A
n@:}u, LT e

I3 8th Ave N

* We discourage scope reductions that do
not bring commensurate benefit to the

systgm and |’Fs riders, and that are not Y e N ——
consistent with what was committed to e o AT Ll entrance refinements
voters. * ' 2 - $265M

* We do support strategies that would not ® o A |
reduce access to the System_ (Image: from Sound Transit, Presentation to Seattle City Council

Transportation and SPU Committee, April 19, 2022)
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Next Steps
Other Refinement Concepts

Provide access

B north and south of (8

The City supports studying refinements that B S
help control costs and provide meaningful Shy ey i a
benefits to local communities and the broader
transit system and its riders, including:

* Mix-and-match refinements for flexibility to

choose segment alternatives that provide greatest
benefit or fewest impacts;

* Refinements to stations that would improve safe
non-motorized access;

* Refinements that would avoid, minimize, or (Image: from Sound Transit, Presentation to Seatle City
m itigate a dve rse p roj ect i m pa Cts i Council Transportation and SPU Committee, April 19, 2022)
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Next Steps

Third-Party Funding

The Sound Transit Board has recommended third-party funding to

supplement core funding established as part of ST3 ballot measure.

e Potential third-party funding amounts have decreased significantly based
on more design and cost estimating.

* The City intends to help identify opportunities for third-party funding

support as work on the FEIS advances, as well as other strategies to help
control costs such as schedule benefits of streamlined permitting.

* The City anticipates more formal commitments at the time of the FEIS and
the Federal Record of Decision (ROD).
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Next Steps

WSBLE Timeline
| Cityofseattle | SoundTransitBoard

6/7: Brief City Council T+SPU Committee 6/9: System Expansion Committee
on draft City recommendations discussion of WSBLE preferred

S  6/21: Possible T+SPU Committee action ~ alternative
= on Joint Council Resolution

6/28: Possible Full Council action on

Joint Council Resolution

7/14: Expected System Expansion

> Committee action of WSBLE preferred
S alternative
—

7/28: Expected Full Board action of
WSBLE preferred alternative
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DISCUSSION

3. Next Steps

* Refinements

* 3" Party Funding

* Board Action + FEIS
* Discussion
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Marshall Foster, City of Seattle ST3 Designated Representative | ‘
Sara Maxana, Sound Transit Program Director, SDOT
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