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Purpose

Quarterly briefing to update the Seattle Design 
Commission on interdepartmental and interagency 
work on the West Seattle Link Extension (WSLE) and 
Ballard Link Extension (BLE) projects 

Agenda

1.WSLE and BLE projects summary
2.2023 Highlights
3.2024 Focus Areas
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West Seattle Link Extension & Ballard Link Extension
Project Summary
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West Seattle Link Extension (WSLE) and 
Ballard Link Extension (BLE) Projects

At more than $12 Billion, West Seattle Link Extension 
(WSLE) and Ballard Link Extension (BLE) projects 
together comprise the largest infrastructure 
investment in City historyϨwith tremendous 
opportunity for transformation, but also potential for 
substantial construction and related impacts to existing 
communities.

The projects include:
ÅMore than 12 miles of new light rail track

Å 13 new or expanded stations

Å New light rail-only downtown tunnel

Å 2 water crossings
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West Seattle Link Extension (WSLE) 
Estimated Project Timeline

Draft EIS X

Board modifies Preferred Alternative X

WSLE Final EIS, Board Action, ROD Q2-Q3 2024

City Council legislation on WSLE 2024-2025
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Ballard Link Extension (BLE)
Estimated Project Timeline

Draft EIS X

BLE 2nd Draft EIS Q4 2024-25

BLE Final EIS, Board Action, ROD 2025-26

City Council legislation on BLE 2026
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2023 Highlights
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Ballard Link Extension Board Action

ÅIn March, the Sound Transit Board identified a 
preferred alternative for the 7.7-mile extension, 
with nine new stations and a new rail-only 
tunnel through downtown Seattle.
ÅIn July, the Board modified the preferred 

alternative for the Denny Station to Denny 
Westlake Shifted North. Staff was directed to 
also carry forward the Denny Westlake Shifted 
West alternative that would consolidate the 
Denny and SLU stations as part of ongoing 
environmental review. 

2023 City Team Workplan Highlights
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Project-Wide 
Coordinating on Consistency in 
Design Approach

ÅLight Rail Design Guidelines & 
Development Standards (Planning & 
Permitting)
ÅBike parking, quantity and location 

(Planning & Permitting)
ÅActivation under guideways (Planning)
ÅPickup & drop-off (Planning)
ÅBus layover (Planning & Permitting)
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