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Purpose

Quarterly briefing to update the Seattle Design
Commission on interdepartmental and interagency
work on the West Seattle Link Extension (WSLE) and
Ballard Link Extension (BLE) projects

Agenda

1. WSLE and BLE projects summary
2. 2023 Highlights
3. 2024 Focus Areas
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WMarketst B = Ballard

West Seattle Link Extension (WSLE) and
Ballard Link Extension (BLE) Projects

in
entified by the Sound Transit Board*

At more than $12 Billion, West Seattle Link Extension

(WSLE) and Ballard Link Extension (BLE) projects AN

together comprise the largest infrastructure TN 3éot£fof"th"

investment in City history—with tremendous

opportunity for transformation, but also potential for @ Link light rail
m=  Preferred alternative

substantial construction and related impacts to existing = gierouit et atematives
communities. Route profies

wni Elevated route
mm Tunnel route

The projects include: == surface route
* More than 12 miles of new light rail track Current and future light rail service
. QO station location
13 new or expanded stations
* New light rail-only downtown tunnel
e 2 water crossings s (A
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West Seattle Link Extension (WSLE)
Estimated Project Timeline

Voter approval (2016)

S
Draft EIS il
Planning, 2017 to 2024 I ad Board modifies Preferred Alternative &
—  WSLE Final EIS, Board Action, ROD Q2-Q3 2024
Design, 2024-2027 City Council legislation on WSLE 2024-2025
~———
Construction, 2027-2032 +
Start of service, 2032
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Ballard Link Extension (BLE)
Estimated Project Timeline

ST3 City Team

Voter approval (2016)

Planning, 2017 to 2026 4TI

Design, 2026 to 2030

—

—

Draft EIS

BLE 2nd Draft EIS

BLE Final EIS, Board Action, ROD
City Council legislation on BLE

Construction, 2027 to 2039

\

M

Q4 2024-25
2025-26
2026

Start of service, 2039
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July 2023: This map shows routes and
station locations to be studied as part of

Ballard Link

Preferred Alternative

[
[%2)
=
(==}

ongoing environmental review as
identified by the Sound Transit Board*

Ballard Link Extension Board Action

* |[n March, the Sound Transit Board identified a
preferred alternative for the 7.7-mile extension,

with nine new stations and a new rail-only s
Q" Q;\“’\
tunnel through downtown Seattle. Sal‘tllg g coattle  Solfly 4
efe N e s e O i 7 O
* |nJuly, the Board modified the preferred a ) e m o0 |
i i W
alternative for the Denny Station to Denny Link light rai e B Denny
Westlake Shifted North. Staff was directed to | sater ik extension 13 =4
also carry forward the Denny Westlake Shifted | oo Wes“a"ib\\to\,\,.ij:own
. . mn Elevated route
West alternative that would consolidate the i N
M M Puget $ Jackson st ‘\
Denny and SLU stations as part of ongoing B ik 4o 'c",}"'lggmft/

|
environmental review. ‘.\?

*The Sound Transit Board identified the preferred

1\
alternative for Ballard Link Extension in March 2023. Stadlum \ Y
{TB llard Link Exten

Routes and station locations are subject to refinements

ST3 C ity Te a m based on ongoing planning and design activities.



2023 City Team Workplan Highlights

Project-Wide
Coordinating on Consistency in
Design Approach

* Light Rail Design Guidelines &
Development Standards (Planning &
Permitting)

e Bike parking, quantity and location
(Planning & Permitting)

e Activation under guideways (Planning)

* Pickup & drop-off (Planning)

e Bus layover (Planning & Permitting)
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2023 City Team Workplan Highlights

\(I)Vest Seattle Link Extension
cto
ber 2023 Engagement parking
Bike + scooterParking ...

onamiento de bicicl scooters| PANNAT + ?hh‘fE:‘"’.lr Kl
El;‘ﬁ‘;i+$?E‘:|":‘-ﬂ§;m:|%-dhlgtnsnsklll~lsk Eﬁ$+ﬁﬁ555m paradahan ng bis! et
efer? Pick 1

ike or scooter parking would you pr

 Station design

;Qué tipo de est.
PNFY gavCmi? noa 1

* Street Design C
prefiere? Elija 1 é
g g2 PNNRAT B2 ehn+C ML
Quy vi thich noi dau xe dap hodc xe scooter nao hon? Chon 1
oy £80| XA £ 27E =xtarg MssUUIR 174 A=
|ka ama mootada ee aad

. Light Rail Design Guidel
. L.ght Rail Design Guidelines
lght Rall Development Standards \ gé&ﬁ%ﬁiiﬁ:;z:;z:;m TR

jonamiento para bicicletas © scooters

Anong uri ng paradahan ng bisikleta o scooter ang gusto ninyo?

Secure room
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2023 City Team Workplan Highlights

West Seattle Link Extension
Preliminary Engineering Partnership

e The City of Seattle, Sound Transit, King
County Metro, and the Port of Seattle
are actively engaged in preliminary
engineering and interdisciplinary pre-
permitting design coordination to

8 Potential public plaz

incorporate partner agency input and > ;:;zmnzfr ' j *
priorities while also meeting goals for NN ) /= | '
project schedule and permit
streamlining.
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2023 City Team Workplan Highlights

Ballard Link Extension : South Downtown Hub Planning

Responds to ST Board direction to, s o SOy | DOWNTOWN
regardless of station location: e BRI

e Develop a list of improvements to the
public realm, access, and

2 STADIUM My -f gasaitings B
DISTRICT

2
City Hall

el T own g PIONEER
2 Ll Chinato ‘ o i

neighborhood connections ; Ve
. . A R HILL
» Clarify potential scope and schedule .;_wt;;;éé%@f@&@j,_;i
of such improvements as well as ' ”3’%
funding and partnership opportunities P veste A
@ $r :_:-: f{‘ ;
Builds on recent further studies effort, past Sy
community and agency planning, and continues @
engagement with the community e
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ST3 City Team le Department of

Transportation



2023 City Team Workplan Highlights

Ballard Link Extension : South Downtown Engagement

November 15, 2023: South Downtown Open House

* Kick off community engagement process into 2024 and beyond

* Share ideas on opportunities to support and connect the South Downtown
neighborhoods of Chinatown-International District and Pioneer Square, including
the planning of potential new light rail stations

* Hear the latest about the Ballard Link Extension project, next steps, and how to
engage

e Associated planning and capital projects in attendance
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2024 Focus Areas: Project-Wide

Finalize Permit Plan

e Partnership between City and Sound Transit

 Documents policy framework, processes, tools, and ~

design concurrences to ensure a streamlined

permitting process West Seattle

* |dentifies scope and deliverables for:
1.
2.
3.

ISR A

and Ballard

Link Extensions

Code Amendments

Application Processing

Station Context Framework and Urban Design
Concurrences June 2023
Engineering Design Concurrences

Preliminary Permitting Plan Update

Project Review/Commissions
Design Guidance
Concurrence, Implementation, and Project Management
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2024 Focus Areas: Project-Wide

City Legislation following the FTA Record
of Decision (ROD)

 Amend the Transit Way Agreement

 Adopt the project to be built to allow
project permitting

 Amend City codes and regulations to
facilitate permitting process and
advance City and community priorities

e Enact station area overlays or other
tools to support longer-term station
area planning

* Transfer of City property
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2024 Focus Areas: West Seattle Link Extension

Planning, Permitting, & Engagement
* Q1 engagement on Street Design Concepts, Design o
Link light rail
Guidelines, and Development Standards

we Preferred alternative
wes Other EIS alternatives

Permitting

* Preliminary Engineering milestones including Seattle |
Design Commission reviews for WSLE stations and —
select non-station project components S Q

Environmental

« City coordination on FEIS, with focus on methodology, e B hain ;g
impacts, mitigation . Wi :

e (Coordinate with ST on mitigation through pre-permitting N
process as design progresses
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2024 Focus Areas: Ballard Link Extension

Environmental f%sauam

* C(City identifies key issues of focus (e.g., new
station locations that were not in WSBLE DEIS,
impact on Interbay playfields, Elevated Elliott 3!
guideway, Noise and Vibration impacts to
sensitive receivers and historic buildings, | .

cumulative construction impacts) s,.,.;‘.:"g * seattle South

Center Lake Union
Cove ~ N e O i Oy

* Sound Transit anticipates publishing BLE DEIS by A “, __@m;_.d‘\
end of 2024 Link light rail ¥ et C%PP Deiy

Ballard Link Extension \l 1

* (ity review and comment on BLE DEIS (late 2024 = roid st Wesuake§

=== QOther Draft EIS alternatives
<3\

Route profiles \ M dtown
or early 2025) o G LS

== Surface route

Ballard Link g ; July 2023: This map shows routes and

BNSF

-

" ~\\ Yesler Way
Puget S Jacl
Current and future light rail service Sound gc‘) Int’l Dlstrlct/
o (] hmatown
Q station location A
iy & e
d rd identifi fi : ‘I
ke Stadium %

*The Sound Transit d the preferred
alternative for Ballard Link Extension in March 2023.
H m RRRRRRRR d station locations are sul bject to refinements
l y e a based on ongoing planning and design activities.
1 Ballard Link Exten



2024 Focus Areas: Ballard Link Extension

South Downtown Hub Planning

Planning & Engagement
South Downtown Hub Planning
workshop series in collaboration
with Sound Transit

ST3 City Team
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2024 Focus Areas

Other highlights for 2024

* Planning for infill stations at South
Graham Street & South Boeing
Access Road

* New City staff and structures,
including interfacing with Seattle
Design Commission

ST3 City Team

Link light rail

South Graham Street station area
I Surface route

O New station

A
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S Morgan St

30th Ave S
31st Ave S

e
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S Willow St

S Frontenac St

Van Asselt
Playground

37th Ave S

Brighton
Playfield
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39th Ave S

Street

38th Ave S

42nd Ave S

42nd Ave S

S Kenny St

South Graham
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S Graham St
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Near Term Briefing Schedule

The ST3 City Team provides quarterly briefings to the Seattle Design Commission on the City's
work plan and supports deeper dive discussions on other WSLE and BLE topics.

Do g e

November 2 (today) Quarterly briefing on City WSLE & BLE Work Programs City of Seattle

Quarterly briefing on key topics Sound Transit
February 2024 Quarterly briefing on City WSLE & BLE Work Programs City of Seattle
Q12024 SDC & City staff workshops on Design Tools and Process City of Seattle
QR2/Q3 2024 West Seattle Link Preliminary Engineering Project Reviews  Sound Transit

ST3 City Team



Future Briefings

* Planning for Equitable Transit Oriented Development in station areas

 Promoting equitable outcomes through the Racial Equity Toolkit and
Transportation Equity Framework

e Seattle Design Commission Light Rail review tools and processes
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Thank you!

Contact

Elliot Helmbrecht, STz
Sara Maxana, Sounc ]
Vera Giampietro, E ge
Nicole Kistler, & Partnership
Lizzie -ation Plal
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