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NORTH AREA PROFILE

The North Area is as the name implies located in the far north end of the city and generally east of
Interstate 5. It consists of 3,696 gross acres and is home to almost 35,000 people. The area is
primarily residential but is home to landmarks such as the Northgate Shopping Mall and the
Jackson Park Golf Course. The following highlights present a summary of the North area. The
subsequent set of tables and maps provide a much more detailed picture of the area.

Demographics

» The age distribution of the population is almost identical to the age distribution citywide -- 14
percent of the population is under the age 15 and fifteen percent of the population is age 65 or
over. :

* A lower proportion of the North area population is African-American than is the case citywide --
four percent of the population is African-American compared to 10 percent citywide.

* Educational achievement levels are comparable to those citywide —ten percent of the people aged
25 and over in the North area have less than a high school education compared to 13.6 percent
citywide and 25 percent of that population group has a bachelor's degree compared to 25 percent

citywide.

* Household sizes and the distribution of people by types of households are very similar to the city
as a whole -- on average 2.1 persons live in each household compared to 2.09 citywide.

Housing

* The housing units in the North area are slightly more likely to be owner occupied than is true
citywide - 51 percent of the housing units in the North area are owner occupied compared to 46.5
percent citywide.

» The median value of owner occupied housing units is $134,068 compared to $137,884 citywide.

« The median rent is $458 compared to $425 citywide.

+ The housing stock in the North area is newer than generally found citywide:
- just 12.5 percent of the housing units were built prior to 1940 compared to 36 percent
-—Ce_li?gwt@gi percent of the housing units have been built since 1980 compared to just 12 percent

citywide.

+ There is a slightly higher proportion of single family units in the North area -- 58 percent of the
housing units are in single family structures compared to 53 percent citywide.

Employment

+ The North area had a lower unemployment rate than was found citywide - 3.6 percent of the
labor force was unemployed compared to 4.9 percent citywide.

« Transit ridership was lower in the North area than citywide --64 percent of the workers in the
North area drove alone to work compared to 58.7 percent citywide.
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Income

* Income levels in the North area are very similar to income levels citywide :
-- Median household income was $30,291 compared to $29,353 citywide.
-- Median Family income was $39,223 compared to $39,860 citywide.
-- Per Capita Income was $18,039 compared to $18,308 citywide.

* Poverty levels were lower in the North area than in the city as a whole -- 8.8 percent of the
people in the North area lived in poverty compared to 12.4 percent citywide.

» The poverty rate for children in the North area was also lower -- 12.1 percent of the children
under the age of 18 lived in poverty compared to 15.7 percent citywide.

Jobs

* Not surprisingly, given it is home to the Northgate shopping area, the North area has a higher
share of jobs in the retail sector than is found citywide — 34 percent of the jobs in the North area
are in retail compared to 14 percent citywide while just 7.7 percent are in wholesale trade,
transportation and communication as compared to 24.5 percent citywide.

Land Use |

« The North area has concentrations of commercial activity and commercially zoned land at
Northgate and along Lake City Way which accounts for 13 percent of the land area. ‘

 Almost 78 percent of the area is zoned for single family uses compared to 64.6 percent citywide.

 Land Assessed Valuation is similar to that found citywide -- Land assessed valuation is on
average $9.44 per parcel square foot compared to $10.82 citywide.

Density

 The North Area has an overall lower employment density and similar residential densities to the
city as a whole — there are an average of 9 persons per acre compared to 10 citywide and four
jobs per acre compared to nine citywide.
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CHANGE 1980 - 1990
The North area experienced a slight amount of change over the decade between 1980 and 1990.
The number of people, households and housing units all increased at a rate somewhat faster than
the city as a whole. The area experienced slight declines in the White population and in the number
of married couple families. The average household size in the North area decreased over the
decade and the numbers of people living alone increased.
Population
* Population increased by 8.3 percent compared to 4.5 percent citywide.

- The population under the age of 5 increased by thirty percent between 1980 and 1990.
-- The population aged 65 years and over increased by almost 25 percent during the decade.

-- There was a two percent decrease in the White population between 1980 and 1990.

-- The number of people of color doubled from 3,000 to over 6,200 during the decade.
Households
+ The number of households increased by 15.3 percent compared to 7.9 percent citywide.

-- The average number of persons per household decreased from 2.24 in 1980 to 2.10 in 1990
while the average decreased citywide from 2.15 to 2.09.

-- There was a one percent decrease in married couple families between 1980 and 1990 compared
to just a 2 percent increase citywide.

" -- The number of people living alone increased by 34 percent during the 1980's compared to a 13
percent increase citywide.

Housing Units
» Housing Units increased by 15.4 percent compared to 8.3 percent citywide.

-- There was a 27 percent increase in renter occupied housing units and a six percent increase in
owner occupied housing units between 1980 and 1990.

-- There was a 29 percent increase in housing units in multi-family structures and just a six
percent increase in single family units during the 1980's.
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PROJECTED CHANGE 1990 - 2010

Forecasts of population, household, and housing unit growth for the next twenty years indicates
that the North area is expected to experience growth at rates slightly higher than the rates of growth
expected for the city as a whole.

* Population in the North area is forecasts to increase by seven percent between 1990 and 2010
compared to 5 percent growth for the city as a whole.

« The number of households and housing units are both expected to grow by approximately 24
percent in the North area compared to 15 percent citywide over the next two decades.
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