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Seattle’s Early 20" Century Central Business District

The mid-block downtown location at 315 Seneca
Street, left above, identified on a Baist map of 1912.

Above, north on 2" Avenue near Spring Street, 1907.

Left, looking north at 4t Avenue Regrades, 1906



Density and Growth in the Downtown Business District

Left, north on 3" in 1914
Below, downtown in 1930
Lower photos, increased density ca 1950.




The Post-war Era

Above, west on Seneca Street, 1960
Left, downtown in 1946 and 2010




Early Seattle Hotels & Emergence of the Building Type
Left, the Fekler House, Front & Jackson Street (1853-1889)

Below, a postcard of Seattle hotels 1907. Clockwise from upper
left: the Rainier Grand, Savoy, Butler, Lincoln, and Stander.




The City’s Preeminent Hotel,
The Olympic (1924)




Stephen Berg, Residential Builder & Hotel Developer / Operator
Biltmore Apartments & Biltmore Annex on Capitol Hill
Claremont/Adra Hotel & Bergonian/Mayflower Park Hotel

Why Worry
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KFQW Dedicates
New Station In
Special Program

Formal dedleation of the mnew
home of KFQW in the Continental
Hotel last night was marked by an
especially Interesting five-hour pro-
gram of mus The event was the
occasion also for m large number ,
|of visttors to the new hotel, also |
formally opened, and to the studie

CONTINENTAL HOTEL

ummmmm

Seattle's Ne.wwt ", Hostelry * and
Radio Station KFQW . Will - Be
Dedicated on :Dt;cex\nbcr 4.

The - new - Continental : Hotel, -now
under ' construction . on - Séneca Street
between Third , and - Foutth~ Ave-
nués, “was “host to- its’ - first - celeb-
rliy recently,- when Walter .- Hagen,
world’s greatest. golfer, drove" a :golf
ball from the roof, twelve stories above
the street. -Teelng.up on-the micro-
phone of radio station KFQW, whose
new home will. be.in"the ‘hotel, > Mr.
Hagen drove the ball'with a pzu-achute
attached: out ‘aver. the: bullding. where
it soared ]elsutely into -the‘hands'of
George Overton. on Fourth: Avenue.
Mr.; Ovettcn by :reason: of his catch

of KFQW.

The broadeasting  studios are
pronounced hy many c¢qual to the
best 10 be found anywhere in the |
jcouniry. A new fearure incorporat-
ed in consuuction of the studios ||
by Stephen Berg, builder and ope-! |
rator of the hotel, i3 an echo
lkmlng, 1pe ur Nisim

niohe mme e

“Artistically ornamented and magnificently
furnished, the Continental Hotel bids to
become popular ... a distinctive lounging
and meeting place for its guests.”

was [ with a dozen Hageu golf

balls a_nd a check for five: dollars from
EFQW.

The' Coptinental- Hotel 15"t0 - ba offl-
clally dedicated simultaneously with
the opening of KFQW’s. new studio, ‘on
December 4. The building, . designed
by Stewart-& Wheatly, architects, is
estimated to cost $300,000 and wlilt pos-
sess gll the modern fee.tures of high
class hotels,> " .~

This néiest of Seattle's- hostelries is
the’ third  such, ventura of . Stephen
Berg, “well- }van Seattle - financler.
Afr. Berg already controls  The " Bilt-
mora ;. and The -Claremont apa.rf.ment
hotels: -Mr. Berg's. enterprise and his
faith 'in Seattle have'a.lready brought
bim, large suceess. . -

Arusﬂca.‘liy ornamented and magnifi-
cently’ furnished, the Qontinental Ho-
tel bids” fair to become popular in
Seattle.” A laxurions lobby will furnish
a distinctive lounging and meeting
place for its guests. Twelve stories
in_ height the building will provide
ninety-eight" rooms, with a cafe in the
basement.

The Bergonian Hotel: “Catering
to Those Appreciating the
Best —at a Moderate Price”




Architect B. Dudley Stuart of Stuart & Wheatly
Designer Berg’s Apartments on Capitol Hill and in the University District,
and the downtown Claremont, Bergonian and Continental Hotels

Stuart & Wheatly
Select Projects from the 1920s

Biltmore Apartments & Annex (1923)
Holland Building Addition (1923)
Landham Residential Hotel (n.d.)
Sigma Alpha Epsilon Fraternity (1925)
Davison Apartments (1926)

Levere Apartments (1927)

Sunset Electric Building #3 (1925-26)
Christie & Company Building (1927)
Garfield Building (1929)

Claremont Apartment Hotel (1925)
Bergonian Hotel (1926-1927)
Continental Hotel (1926)

Exeter House Apartments (1927)

Marlborough Apartments (1926-27)



A New Eclectic Art Deco Style with Stepped Massing







Original 1926 Plans: 15 Floor, Typical Upper Floor, 11t Floor & Roof (North is down)




Original 1926 North & West Elevations



Original 1926 South & East Elevations



The Building ca. 1926




Depression Era Business Transitions
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“Here in Seattle’s famed metropolitan center is a hotel that meets every demand of tourist, business man or family party. The new
modern building in itself provides every modern comfort ... a home-like atmosphere ... all outside rooms with bath ...assuring the
maximum of natural light and air coupled with an excellent view ... an abundance of hot water no matter the time of day or night.”



Elevations, 1962



Later Transitions:
The Heart of Seattle Hotel, 1961-1977
Hotel Seattle, 1977 -2021
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Current Photos:
The Surroundings




Current Photos: The Exterior













Current Photos: The Interior










Current Photos: Terra Cotta & Stone Cladding




Landmark Designation Criteria

Seattle’s Landmarks Preservation Ordinance (SMC 25.12.350)
requires a property to be more than 25 years old and to “have
significant character, interest or value, as part of the
development, heritage or cultural characteristics of the City,
State or Nation.” A landmark property meet one or more of six
designation criteria:

Criterion A. It is the location of, or is
associated in a significant way with, an
historic event with a significant effect upon
the community, City, state, or nation.

Criterion B. It is associated in a significant
way with the life of a person important in
the history of the City, state, or nation.

Criterion C. It is associated in a significant
way with a significant aspect of the
cultural, political, or economic heritage of
the community, City, state, or nation.

Criterion D. It embodies the distinctive
visible characteristics of an architectural
style, or period, or of a method of
construction

Criterion E. It is an outstanding work of a
designer or builder.

Criterion F. Because of its prominence of
spatial location, contrasts of siting, age, or
scale, it is an easily identifiable visual feature
of its neighborhood or the City and
contributes to the distinctive quality or
identity of such neighborhood or the City.
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