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CITY OF SEATTLE LANDMARK NOMINATION 
AUGUST 21, 2024

FIFTH AVENUE COURT 
2135 FIFTH AVENUE
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Neighborhood map from 
Seattle City Clerk’s 
Neighborhood Atlas
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Site Plan 
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An object, site or improvement which is 
more than twenty-five (25) years old 
may be designated for preservation as a 
landmark site or landmark if it has 
significant character, interest or value as 
part of the development, heritage or 
cultural characteristics of the city, state, 
or nation, if it has integrity or the ability 
to convey its significance.

PHYSICAL INTEGRITY
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5TH AVENUE ELEVATION
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BLANCHARD STREET ELEVATION



20 DETAIL - BLANCHARD STREET



21 ALLEY ELEVATION



22 ALLEY FACADE COMPARISON
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24 COURTYARD ELEVATION
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Site & Building History

26 Baist Map, 1912
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1937

1951



28 1986
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SIX CRITERIA FOR LANDMARK 
DESIGNATION
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A.   It is the location of or is associated in a significant way with an historic event with 
a significant effect upon the community, city, state, or nation. 



19221917

1928
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Fifth Avenue, 1925
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Viewing north, 1929
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Fifth Avenue, 1929



35 Fifth Avenue, 1929
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Fifth Avenue, 1929
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Fifth Avenue, 1929
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Fifth Avenue, 1929
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Fifth Avenue, 1929
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Fifth Avenue and Blanchard Street viewing east, 1929



41
Fifth Avenue viewing north, 1929
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Blanchard Street, 1929
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Blanchard Street, 1930
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Fifth Avenue and Blanchard Street viewing east, 1930
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Fifth Avenue viewing north, 1930
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1931



Denny Regrade, 1931

1930
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1936



Denny Regrade, after 1951
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B.   It is associated in a significant way with the life of a person important in the history 
of the city, state, or nation.

A.   It is the location of or is associated in a significant way with an historic event with 
a significant effect upon the community, city, state, or nation. 
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OWNER OF 5TH AVENUE CT.

SIBBELLA DAVIS 
  

• Born in Canada ca. 1873  

• Immigrated to United States in 
1897 

• 1917: Sibbella Pierce purchased the 
Wilshire Hotel (Seventh Ave & 
Virginia)  

• 1918: Divorced Albert Pierce  

• 1919: Married Albert Davis (born in 
England in 1879, immigrated in 
1903) 

• 1922: owned subject building, 
proprietress until 1941 

• 1924: proprietor of St. Charles 
Hotel (Third Ave & Cherry) 

• 1931-1934: lived at 5th Avenue Ct 

• Sibbella and Albert owned the 
Fifth Avenue Court until 1941 

SEATTLE TIMES 1917

WOMEN PURCHASING COMMERCIAL 
REAL ESTATE IN 1917



52

C.   It is associated in a significant way with a significant aspect of the cultural, political, 
or economic heritage of the community, city, state or nation. 

B.   It is associated in a significant way with the life of a person important in the history 
of the city, state, or nation.

A.   It is the location of or is associated in a significant way with an historic event with 
a significant effect upon the community, city, state, or nation. 



1917
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19%
apartments occupied by 
married couples or 
gender inconclusive 
names

40%

41%

apartments occupied by 
men only*

apartments occupied by 
women only*

49%

51%

Male residents

Female residents

Counting these apartments as 
50% male and 50% female

TENANTS OF 5TH AVENUE CT. - STATISTICS BY GENDER *

*apartments occupied by single parents with children were calculated by 
the gender of the parent and not the child. The genders of minor children 
were not included in the survey (Sorry kids!)

1922 1989

1940

WORLD 2024 
50.4% men 
49.6% women 

SEATTLE 1940 
52.28% men 
47.83% women
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APARTMENT DEVELOPMENT IN SEATTLE

Charlesgate Apartments, Belltown, 1922
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APARTMENT DEVELOPMENT IN SEATTLE

Stone Cliff Apartments, Denny Regrade, 1923
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APARTMENT DEVELOPMENT IN SEATTLE

Davenport Apartments, Denny Regrade, 1925



APARTMENT DEVELOPMENT IN SEATTLE

Devonshire Apartments, Denny Regrade, 1925
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D.   It embodies the distinctive visible characteristics of an architectural style, period, 
or method of construction. 

C.   It is associated in a significant way with a significant aspect of the cultural, political, 
or economic heritage of the community, city, state or nation. 

B.   It is associated in a significant way with the life of a person important in the history 
of the city, state, or nation.

A.   It is the location of or is associated in a significant way with an historic event with 
a significant effect upon the community, city, state, or nation. 



Landmark Apartment Buildings in Belltown

Franklin, 1918 

Windham, 1925

Sheridan, 1914 Castle, 1918

Bell, 1890 Latona/Ace, 1909

Palladian, 1910

Guiry, 1903 Schillestad, 1907

Lorraine/William Tell, 1925
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D.   It embodies the distinctive visible characteristics of an architectural style, period, 
or method of construction. 

C.   It is associated in a significant way with a significant aspect of the cultural, political, 
or economic heritage of the community, city, state or nation. 

B.   It is associated in a significant way with the life of a person important in the history 
of the city, state, or nation.

A.   It is the location of or is associated in a significant way with an historic event with 
a significant effect upon the community, city, state, or nation. 

E.   It is an outstanding work of a designer or builder. 
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LAWTON & MOLDENHOUR

Castle Apartments, 1918 (City of Seattle Landmark)
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LAWTON & MOLDENHOUR: BUILDINGS IN SEATTLE

Franklin Apartments, 1918 (City of Seattle Landmark)
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LAWTON & MOLDENHOUR: BUILDINGS IN SEATTLE

Olive Crest Apartments, 1924
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LAWTON & MOLDENHOUR: BUILDINGS IN SEATTLE

Hawthorne Square (1924)
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F.   Because of its prominence of spatial location, contrast of siting, age, or scale, it is 
an easily identifiable feature of its neighborhood or the city and contributes to the 
distinctive quality or identity of such neighborhood or city. 

D.   It embodies the distinctive visible characteristics of an architectural style, period, 
or method of construction. 

C.   It is associated in a significant way with a significant aspect of the cultural, political, 
or economic heritage of the community, city, state or nation. 

B.   It is associated in a significant way with the life of a person important in the history 
of the city, state, or nation.

A.   It is the location of or is associated in a significant way with an historic event with 
a significant effect upon the community, city, state, or nation. 

E.   It is an outstanding work of a designer or builder. 
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F.   Because of its prominence of spatial location, contrast of siting, age, or scale, it is 
an easily identifiable feature of its neighborhood or the city and contributes to the 
distinctive quality or identity of such neighborhood or city.  

D.   It embodies the distinctive visible characteristics of an architectural style, period, 
or method of construction. 

C.   It is associated in a significant way with a significant aspect of the cultural, political, 
or economic heritage of the community, city, state or nation. 

B.   It is associated in a significant way with the life of a person important in the history 
of the city, state, or nation.

A.   It is the location of or is associated in a significant way with an historic event with 
a significant effect upon the community, city, state, or nation. 

E.   It is an outstanding work of a designer or builder. 
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FIFTH AVENUE COURT 
2135 FIFTH AVENUE


