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1. INTRODUCTION
Background

Memorial Stadium is a 12,000-seat athletic facility located on the grounds of the Seattle Center near the
intersection of 5™ Avenue N and Harrison Street. It was designed by Seattle architect George W. Stoddard
and structural engineer Peter H. Hostmark in 1946, and built in 1947 by the Puget Sound Bridge and
Dredging Company. The stadium consists of two covered reinforced concrete grandstands situated on the
north and south sides of an open playing field, and connected on the east by lower, horseshoe-shaped
Fieldhouse structure on the east, which houses locker rooms, offices, and storage and service spaces. Public
restrooms and concessions are located along the pedestrian concourses beneath the seating levels of the
stands. The stadium opens to a landscaped bowl and steep hill on the west. The playfield, covered with
synthetic turf, was used for high school sports, such as football, and it has served for other sports, such as
soccer, and events such as graduation ceremonies and concerts.

A memorial, which identifies the names of Seattle and King County students who died during World War I,
was added on the east side of the stadium retaining wall in 1951. The memorial design was created by a
Garfield High School student, Marianne Hanson, and produced by Seattle School District staff. It is a tall,
classical style stone-clad wall with commemorative lettering and lists of names in a center panel,
terminating in north and south fluted walls that partially surround shallow fountain basins. The site in front
of the memorial was originally a plaza, and currently is used as a parking lot.

As part of the development of the Century 21 World’s Fair in 1962 the setting for the stadium changed
dramatically, and it is currently surrounded on three sides by the Seattle Center.

This nomination report was prepared at the request of Seattle Public Schools (SPS, or the Seattle School
District). SPS seeks an evaluation of the property’s architectural and historical significance and its landmark
status by the Seattle Landmarks Preservation Board as it plans for future redevelopment of the site.

Research

This report was prepared by SPS consultant Susan Boyle, Principal of BOLA Architecture + Planning, with
consultant David Peterson, Principal of DPHRC and research assistance by the SPS Archivist Meaghan Kahlo.
Research and several site visits were undertaken in 2021 and the report prepared in 2022. Information
sources include:

e Historical photos and drawings from SPS Archives

e Prior draft nomination reports by Historical Resource Associates and Cardwell Associates

e Archival King County assessor’s records from Puget Sound Regional Archives (PSRA)

e Historic real estate maps and photographs of the surrounding Denny Swale area, and Seattle Center

e Historic photos from the University of Washington Libraries Special Collections (UWLSC), Seattle
Municipal Archives (SPA), Museum of History and Industry (MOHAI), and Seattle Public Library (SPL)

e Historic property inventories and landmark reports from the City of Seattle’s Historic Preservation
Program Department of Neighborhoods (DON) and the Washington Department of Archaeology and
Historic Preservation (DAHP)

e Permit records from the City of Seattle Department of Construction and Inspections (DCI)

o Newspaper articles from the Seattle Post Intelligencer and Seattle Times from the databases in the
Seattle Public Library digital collections
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e Publications and articles about the design and history of war memorials
e Bibliographic information from Ancestory.com, digital AIA Directories, the Pacific Coast Architecture
Database, and other sources about the original designers and builder

Other Historic Reviews

In 2003, Memorial Stadium was determined eligible for the National Register of Historic Places by the
Washington State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) as part of an Environmental Impact Statement for the
Seattle Monorail. In 2021, it was again determined to be eligible by the SHPO as part of another
environmental review related to the West Seattle to Ballard Light Rail Extension.

Seattle Memorial High School Stadium is cited also in the 2012 historic survey of the Seattle Center as part
of select Washington state properties developed by the Society of Architectural Historians in its online
Archipedia. Because it is owned by SPS the stadium was not included in the 2001 inventory of City-owned
historic resources, or in the 2013 historic survey of the Seattle Center.

Seattle’s Landmarks Process
The text below summarizes information for readers unfamiliar with Seattle’s landmark process.

Historic landmarks are those individual properties which are recognized locally, regionally, or nationally as
important resources to the community, city, state, or nation. Official recognition occurs when they are listed
on the Washington State or National Registers of Historic Places and locally by the City of Seattle’s
designation of a property as a historic landmark. The local landmarks process is a multi-part proceeding of
three sequential steps:

1) areview of the nomination and its approval or rejection by the Landmarks Preservation Board
2) asecond review and a designation or its rejection by the Board

3) negotiation of controls and incentives by the property owner and the City’s Historic Preservation
Office and its approval by the Board

A last step in the landmarks process is passage of a designation ordinance by the City Council. These steps all
occur with public hearings to allow input from the property owner, applicant, the public, and other
interested parties. Anyone can prepare a landmark nomination, and if it is determined adequate by the
Landmarks Board staff, it will be reviewed by the Board.

The City’s Preservation Ordinance (SMC 25.12.350) requires a property to be more than 25 years old, and
“have significant character, interest or value, as part of the development, heritage or cultural characteristics
of the City, State or Nation.” It must have integrity, or the ability to convey its significance.
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A landmark property must also meet one or more of six designation criteria:

Criterion A. It is the location of, or is associated in a significant way with, an historic event with a
significant effect upon the community, City, state, or nation.

Criterion B. It is associated in a significant way with the life of a person important in the history of the
City, state, or nation.

Criterion C. It is associated in a significant way with a significant aspect of the cultural, political, or
economic heritage of the community, City, state, or nation.

Criterion D. It embodies the distinctive visible characteristics of an architectural style, or period, or of a
method of construction

Criterion E. It is an outstanding work of a designer or builder.

Criterion F. Because of its prominence of spatial location, contrasts of siting, age, or scale, it is an

easily identifiable visual feature of its neighborhood or the City and contributes to the
distinctive quality or identity of such neighborhood or the City.

Seattle’s Landmarks Preservation Board is quasi-judicial, with the Board ruling rather than serving as in
advisory capacity to another commission, department, or agency. The Board’s evaluation of a nominated
property is based solely on the ordinance standards and designation criteria, and it cannot consider
proposed changes, use, or other land use issues.
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2. PROPERTY INFORMATION AND LEGAL DESCRIPTION

Historic/Current Name:
Address:

Assessor’s Parcel No.:
Legal Description:
Construction Date:

Original Designers:

Original Builder:

Original / Present Use:

Original / Present Owner:

Owner’s Representative:

Report Authors:

High School Stadium / Memorial Stadium

401 5" Avenue N, Seattle, Washington 98109

198820-0640 (Stadium) and 198820-0775 (Parking Lot)

See the legal description provided with the application form.
1947 (Grandstand), 1951 (Memorial)

George W. Stoddard and Peter J. Hostmark (stadium)
Marianne Hanson (memorial wall)

Puget Sound Bridge and Dredging Company, general contractor
Athletic Facility
Seattle School District

Rebecca Asencio

Capital Planning Manager, Seattle Public Schools
Mail Stop 22-336, PO Box 34165

Seattle, WA 98124-1165

(206) 252.0551, rsasencio@seattleschools.org

Susan Boyle, Principal
BOLA Architecture +
Planning, Prime

122 NW 58™ Street
Seattle, WA 98107
(206) 383.2649
sboyle@bolarch.com

David Peterson, Consultant

PO Box 115
Seattle, WA 98111
206-376-7761
david@dphrc.com
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David Peterson Historic Resource Consulting
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3. ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
The Setting and Surroundings

Memorial Stadium is located near the eastern edge of the Seattle Center and the southeastern foot of
Queen Anne Hill and its Uptown neighborhood. The site is on the west side of 5th Avenue N, between
vacated Harrison and Republican Streets, three blocks west of State Highway 99 (Aurora Avenue N), and one
block south of Mercer Street. The stadium property is surrounded on three sides by the Seattle Center. The
Experience Music Project, Artists Play Park, and Center House (the former Armory) are to the south, and
Marion Oliver McCaw Hall, Mercer Arts Arena, and the KCTS building are to the north. In close proximity
there is the Space Needle, and the Monorail and its Terminal Station to the south. The International
Fountain and Climate Pledge Arena are to the west, both on the Seattle Center grounds. Across 5th Avenue
N to the east is the private non-profit Gates Foundation headquarters. This street is lined by a series of
mature London Plane trees. [See Figs. 1-6 for current images of the area]

In 1956 the surrounding Seattle Center site was selected by the City of Seattle’s Civic Center Advisory
Committee as the site for the Century 21 Exposition and as a future civic center. While some public parcels
in this area had been acquired by the city in 1900, most of the property for the fairgrounds was assembled
through condemnation in 1957, and the city demolished most of the preexisting buildings. The earlier Civic
Auditorium (1921) was transformed into the Opera House (later McCaw Hall), and the National Guard
Armory (1939) was rebuilt as the World’s Fair Food Circus and later into the Center House. The early history
of the immediate surrounding area is described in a 2001 historic survey of City-owned properties: “[In
1910] the City transferred the block-sized parcel, which is now site of the International Fountain, to the
jurisdiction of the Parks Department, which developed it into Mercer Playground in 1910. Mercer
Playground served both the surrounding residential neighborhood of mostly working class families and the
Warren Avenue School located across the street to the west since 1902.”1

The surrounding area contains a number of historic and designated landmark properties that represent its
early 20 century history and the mid-century legacy associated with the 1962 World’s Fair. They include a
number of designated landmarks within three to four blocks:?2

e The Space Needle, Coliseum/Climate Pledge Arena, Pacific Science Center, Northwest Rooms,
International Fountain Pavilion, the Armory/Seattle Center House, the Horiuchi Mural, and the
Seattle Monorail, all on the grounds of the Seattle Center, and the Monorail pylons along 5" Avenue
N (1962). The Kobe Bell, gifted to Seattle and installed in 1962, is also a landmark.

e Broad Street Substation (1949), 319, 6™ Avenue N

e Bressi Garage (1923), 226-232 1% Avenue N

e Seattle, Chief of Suquamish Statue (1912), Tillicum Place, 2701 5" Avenue

e Seattle First National Bank (1950), 566 Denny Way

1 Wickwire, Cathy, “Survey Report: Comprehensive Inventory of City-Owned Historic Resources, Seattle,
Washington,” 2001, p. 18.

2 Additional potential landmark and significant properties in the vicinity are cited by Nyberg and Steinbrueck, Urban
Inventory of Denny Regrade,” 1975; and in Artifacts, “Seattle Center — Historic Landmark Study,” 2013.
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The Site, Parking Lot, and Accessory Buildings

The Memorial Stadium site is an 8.97-acre, 390,680 square foot area made up by two adjoining parcels:
Parcel 198820-0640, a 6.3 acre (274,344 square foot) area containing the stadium, and 198820-0775, a 2.67
acre (116,336 square foot) area the parking lot to the east of it. The property is an irregular shape with outer
dimensions of 893 feet by 370+ feet, bounded on the east by 5" Avenue N, on the south by the vacated
Harrison Street, on the west by the vacated 3rd Avenue N. On the north, Republican Street was partially
vacated in 1961 when the World’s Fair was developed. The former street right-of-way passes beneath the
north grandstands and becomes a service road for the stadium, neighboring McCaw Hall, and the Mercer
Arts Arena. Seattle Public Schools leases a 0.57 acre portion of this street.?

The eastern portion of the site, approximately 225 by 360+ feet, consists largely of a paved parking lot,
which was referred to as a plaza in some early design documents. This lot was assembled largely from
vacated 4™ Avenue N and the eight lots on the former block between 4" and 5™ Avenues N. These lots
appear vacant in a 1951 Sanborn map; historic photos indicate the parking plaza was built around that date.

Vehicle access to the parking lot is provided from an entry at the intersection of 5™ Avenue N and Harrison
and a drive aisle, parallel to the street, which separates it from the public sidewalk along 5" Avenue N. To
the west of the drive, the grade slopes upward slightly from an approximate elevation 82 feet at 5th Avenue
N to elevation 95 feet at the east stadium entry and elevation 100 at the vacated Harrison Street. While the
grade change is gradual, there is a brick-clad concrete retaining wall along part of the north lot edge.

The stadium is built into the site on the north with a flat playfield and a landscaped bowl at its west end,
which rises steeply to meet the vacated 3rd Avenue N on the Seattle Center grounds. While upper portions
of the grandstand roof structure are visible from the west and south, views onto the playfield are obscured
by landscaping or other structures and the backs of the grandstands. The surrounding buildings in the
neighborhood outside of the Seattle Center contain retail, office, and residential buildings. The upper
portions of the grandstands, the memorial wall and the parking lot are open to views from 5th Avenue N.

The stadium’s front (east) setback from 5™ Avenue N is used currently as a short-term vehicle parking lot
and by crowds accessing the stadium and the Seattle Center. The lot contains two three-bay ticket kiosks.
These approximately 10 by 40 foot, single story, cast-in-place reinforced concrete structures are set at 30-
degree angles offset from the stadium. Each features a projecting flat slab roof, and a wide drive aisle
between two enclosed booths. A tall light standard is placed aside of each kiosk, and tall letters reading
“Public Parking” project from the eastern roof edge. Historic photos show the presence of these kiosks by
1961. The lot also contains a single brick-clad planter with landscaping, and a small, 1,803 square foot
building at the southeast corner, which was constructed in ca. 1962 as a service building for the Century 21
World’s Fair. This post and beam, flat roof structure currently provides office space for SPS athletic staff.

The original landscape design, by nurseryman John H. Pierce (born 1912, death date unknown), featured
some formal plantings of trees and shrubs along the sides of the stadium scoreboard near the north and
south concourse walls. Little of any formal planting design remains. The open west end of the stadium is flat
and asphalt-paved to serve as a service drive between the lower levels of the grandstands; the west slope
contains trees, shrubs, and groundcovers, some apparently volunteer species. The top of the slope is
enclosed by a chain link fence, and bordered by a concrete wall along the east side of the Seattle Center’s
International Fountain site.

3 Bush Roed & Hitchings, Inc., “Boundary & Topographic Survey, Memorial Stadium, Seattle Public Schools,”

February 17, 2017.
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Stadium Grandstand, Concourse and Fieldhouse

The Grandstands

Two opposing grandstand structures are situated on the north and south sides of the stadium playfield.
These are linked on the east by U-shaped, poured in place concrete headhouse structure and a continuous
concourse. The grandstands contain reinforced concrete seating tiers, 41 total with 16 levels below and 25
levels above the concourse level. [See Figs. 7-52 for current images of the buildings]

The grandstand roof is a reinforced, poured-in-place concrete and steel structure supported by a framework
of concrete columns and tie beams that sit on concrete spread footings. Concrete infill panels provide
lateral stability to the frame, while the seating structure is laterally tied to the concrete frame at the
concourse level. The rise and run of the seating tiers vary slightly with approximately 14 inch-tall risers and
30 inch-deep treads. Metal seating backers, with attached wood seat slats and back rests, are bolted to the
front face of the risers. The seating sections are accessed at the concourse level by seven 6’-8”-wide
enclosed corridors known as vomitorias. The floors of these corridors slope slightly downward toward the
playing field from the concourse level. Adjacent steep stairs to the seating levels are cast into the risers with
approximate 7”-tall steps inserted into each riser. The top row of seats is at elevation 144.5 feet, 67.5 feet
above the playfield elevation. There are no handrails, making the access process vertiginous.

Two separate dugout seating spaces are provided for the teams, with one each centered on each side of the
playfield. The athletes’ spaces are set about a half-foot below the grade of the field, and they are sheltered
by cantilevered concrete roofs.

Each of the grandstand roofs is approximately 3 to 6 feet-tall and 108.75 feet-deep, with the outermost 40.5
feet cantilevered. The plan of each follows the arch line of the playfield edge, and is supported by four
octagonal, reinforced concrete columns, which penetrate the seating platform one seat level below the
concourse level at each of the alternating vomitorias, to meet the grade level footings. The columns rise
nearly 70 feet above the playfield grade, and are set at approximately 40.5 feet from the inside roof edge
and 68 feet from the outer roof edge. The cantilevered roof structure is attached to a concrete wall above
the uppermost grandstand seat riser.

The roof framework of concrete ribs and struts support a 3 inch-thick concrete slab on the bottom surface.
The roof structural design incorporates a single, huge lateral reinforced concrete box beam, approximately
6’-wide and 8’-tall, which carries the roof loads to the row of columns. The roof structure, including the
main lateral beam and ribs, is located on the top of the slab rather than the underside, such that only a
smooth surface is visible to spectators in the stands. While the original roof had the structural ribs exposed
to the sky, drainage was apparently problematic. The current roof condition, installed in 1999, features
membrane roofing, with drainage sloping from the main box beam to a gutter at the rear of the roof and
cricketed pipe drains at the front of the roof. Pop-ups on the roof surface provide access to interstitial
cavities between ribs.

A single long enclosed press box sits at the center of the north grandstand, between two columns, where it
is attached to the underside of the roof and supported by the central lateral beam. The press box features a
canted glazed wall along its south face to allow views of the playfield. It is accessed by a stair from the top
seating riser and an enclosed walkway suspended from the roof structure. The press box is not ADA
accessible.
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Concourse Interiors

Pedestrian concourses run continuously within the grandstand structures to provide access and assembly
areas below the stands. The concourses, set some 25 to 27 feet above the playfield, are connected to the
seating by the aforementioned vomitoria corridors. The concourse levels house a men’s and a women’s
restroom, and concession and storage spaces on each side. The volume within the south grandstand
concourse is naturally lit by a band of clerestory windows at the top of the south perimeter wall. Some
natural light also comes through large openings between the framed structure on the north facade of the
north concourse. Restrooms fitted below the seating areas are also lit by high clerestory windows. Enclosed
spaces at the field level beneath the concourse and grandstand seating areas provide large storage rooms
for the Seattle Center (below the south concourse) and McCaw Hall (below the north concourse).

Fieldhouse Building / Scoreboard /Entry Portals

The fieldhouse building (sometimes referred to as the Head House) sits at the east end of the stadium,
where it serves as an open pedestrian concourse and connects the circulation between the two entry portals
and the north and south grandstands. This low, flat roof building houses locker rooms with showers and
dressing areas for the athletic teams and officiates, such as umpires, along with service functions. The
fieldhouse contains an office above the locker rooms, and other spaces utilized for storage and mechanical
and electrical rooms. The building’s main floor elevation is slightly above the level of the playing field with
team and service entries located at the building’s north and south ends of the west facade. All original
finishes within the fieldhouse are utilitarian, and most of the walls, ceiling and floors are exposed concrete.

The building is built partially into the grade, and an 8 inch-thick, 16 foot-tall, stepped concrete wall on the
east serves as a retaining wall and site enclosure for the stadium (The Memorial was built in 1951 on the
east side of this wall.) The east wall also includes two five-bay entry portals from the adjacent parking lot
into the stadium at its north and at the south. These entry portals are off set at 30 degrees off of the
stadium’s north-south axis. They each feature a projecting flat concrete canopy supported by six canted
concrete pilasters, and roll-down overhead steel security doors. Two wall-mounted flagpoles, detailed with
decorative cast concrete spheres projecting from the walls, accentuate the outer sides of each entry.
Additional flagpoles are situated on the interior of the stadium along the concourse. Letters attached above
the east sides of the entry portal canopies read “NORTH STAND” and “SOUTH STAND.”

A scoreboard is built above the fieldhouse structure, centered on the east/west axis of the field. Pedestrian
circulation continues through a wide opening at the concourse level, below a small administrative office.
The scoreboard features a projecting flat slab concrete roof with central flagpole. Photographs indicate that
the original scoreboard, built in 1947, was replaced with a larger scoreboard in 1992.

The west facade of the fieldhouse faces toward the playing field. It features a band of 8-lite steel windows,
their horizontal proportions emphasized by projecting concrete heads and sills, and by deep horizontal
reveals in the concrete panels between the openings. These elements are suggestive of the Moderne style.

Proposed Future Plans in 1946

The initial plan for the High School Stadium show only the design of the stadium structure, with its
headhouse, and grandstands with a total seating capacity of 11,928 seats. A potential expansion is indicated
on the original drawings by continuation of the grandstands in a U-shape on the west end, noted as
“Proposed.”

The plaza space to the east of the stadium is identified on original plans with the entry portals, divided into
student entrances and main entrances that led into the concourses, and two small, paired kiosks for general
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and reserved admission tickets. In the original drawing all seats are numbered and each grandstand is
divided into six sections. Student seats are in the lower rows, and the reserved sections are centered in the
four sections above. A drive aisle in the east plaza, parallel to 5™ Avenue, is noted on the original site plan as
a “Bus Lane.” The only parking area was on the south side of the plaza, along Harrison Street, in a small 80-
stall lot for reserved cars. It remains unclear if the eventual development of the large parking lot was
anticipated.

The Memorial Wall

Planning and Construction of the Memorial Shrine

The concept of a “living memorial” in Seattle emerged several decades before the High School Stadium
project, after World War |. Two different organizations—the Chamber of Commerce and the Service Club of
Washington—and University of Washington alumni called for the university to designate its 1920 stadium as
a state memorial. This effort, while it was not successful, followed trends throughout the nation to
associate stadium buildings with war memorials.* Instead, the University recognized the sacrifice of former
students with the line of London Plane trees planted on Memorial Way, the Olmsted-design boulevard at
the north end of the campus.

Prior to the construction of Memorial Stadium there had been a growing movement underway to honor
Seattle’s World War Il dead, which developed from a wartime, temporary shrine located downtown on
University Street between 4" and 5™ Avenues called Victory Square. Other memorials, and the naming of
facilities as “living memorials,” were planned by other local school districts, including those in Highline
(Burien), Bellevue, Oak Harbor, Overlake, and Tacoma. In the 1950s the Seattle Catholic Memorial Field, a
5,000-seat stadium at 14" Avenue and E Jefferson Street, was dedicated by Bishop Connolly.® In 1951
another shrine was constructed on what was called the War Memorial Plaza on the east side of the new
Public Safety Building on 5™ Avenue in downtown Seattle.®

By that date there were numerous war memorials in the naming of institutional and government buildings,
roads and highways, and structures dedicated to the country’s dead soldiers from the two world wars.
Athletic stadiums were particularly favored as their sports functions were seen as symbols of structured
conflict with a peaceful means of resolution.

SPS held a competition among Seattle high school students in its fine arts, industrial arts, and creative
writing programs to design a fitting “living memorial” as part of the stadium. The competition, announced at
a School Board meeting in December 1948, resulted in 61 entries. Submitted sketches were shown to the
Board in May 1949. Five submissions by students from Garfield, Lincoln and Franklin High Schools were
chosen in June by the Board’s Awards Committee for a final review and selection by members of the local
chapter of the American Institute of Architects in June 1949. Final details and cost estimates were prepared
by the Schools Maintenance Department following the general design by Garfield student Marianne
Hanson.’

4 Seattle Times, “Wants Stadium as State memorial,” February 2, 1920, p. 14.

5 Seattle Times, “Bishop Dedicates Stadium,” September 18, 1950, p. 8.

6 Seattle Times, “Memorial Plaza Dedication Set for December,” October 3, 1950, p. 11, and “War Memorial
Unveiled,” January 8, 1951, p. 8. The planning committee for the shrine had overseen the wartime ceremonies at
Victory Square. Dedicated on January 1951, it consisted of a 14 foot-tall statue of a Gold Star Mother and granite
plaque with names of 2,488 Seattle service men and women who had died in the war. The plaza was developed as
a parking 