e €l St

Landmarks Preservation Boarnd

Landmark NOMINATION Application

Name: The People’s Wall

Street Address: 1919 E Spruce St (formerly “173 20th Ave” pre-1973), eastern property retaining wall
Year Built: 1936 (earliest evidence of retaining wall) or 1930 (date of duplex remodel)

King County Assessor’s Parcel No.: 8726620000

Legal Description: 20 Spruce Condominium

Plat Name: Dean’s Addition

Block: 1

Lot: 10

Present Owner: Sherryl Lynn Standifer

Owner Mailing Address: 1919 E Spruce St., Unit B; Seattle, WA 98122

Present Use(s): Condominium (Residential)

Original Owner: Nissim Chiprut (1925 - 1937), unconfirmed

Original Use(s): Duplex (Residential)

Architect/Engineer/Designer: Wall unknown / mural artist: Dion Henderson

Submitted by: Ariel Paine, Stephanie Johnson-Toliver, Taha Ebrahimi

Mailing Address: Black Heritage Society of Washington State, Inc (P. O. Box 28647; Seattle, WA 98118)
Date Submitted: January 30, 2026

Reviewed: Date:

Historic Preservation Officer



The People’s Wall - LANDMARK NOMINATION
1919 E Spruce St Page 2

Seattle Landmark Nomination:

The People’s Wall
1919 E Spruce St

(formerly “173 20th Ave” pre-1973)

LR Rt iy

People’s Wall, 1919 E Spruce

Central District | Seattle, Washington



The People’s Wall - LANDMARK NOMINATION
1919 E Spruce St

Page 3

Table of Contents

Landmark Nomination Application Form

1. Historic Significance

The People’s Wall (1970 - present)
Seattle Chapter of the Black Panther Party (7968 - 1978)

Seattle’s Black American History

Seattle Chapter Co-Founders: Aaron Dixon & Elmer Dixon Ill
Mural Artist(s): Dion Henderson & Eddie Ray Walker

. District & P Hi
Nearby Landmarks

2. Physical Description
Site/Wall Description
Alterations
Setting & BookmarkPlantings
Surrounding Streetscape

3. Bibliography

4. List of Figures

Pg.

1

Pg. 4

Pg.
Pg.
Pg.
Pg.
Pg.
Pg.

Pg.
Pg.
Pg.
Pg.

Pg.

Pg.

8

18
22
24
25
27

31
31
31
31

34

39


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YxgMNtvuE5S5KGKP-h4302K6KbV3cdP5/edit#bookmark=id.hhrmbuxfjbmm

The People’s Wall - LANDMARK NOMINATION
1919 E Spruce St Page 4

1. HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE

The People’s Wall (1970 - present)

The People's Wall is a mural originally completed on Oct. 6, 1970 by artist Dion Henderson', painted
on a street-level concrete retaining wall facing 20th Ave at the corner of Spruce St in the Central
District neighborhood of Seattle, Washington?. The wall is on the eastern border of a site that once
housed a duplex that was the second official headquarters of the Seattle Chapter of the Black
Panther Party from 1969 to 19712 (formerly “173 20th Ave” and currently “1919 Spruce St”).

Founded in 1966, the national Black Panther Party was arguably one of the most revolutionary
organizations in the United States in the late 1960s and early 1970s* — and the Seattle Chapter was
the Party's first branch outside California as well as one of the longest-functioning (running from 1968
to 1978)°. The Seattle Chapter of the Black Panther Party (SCBPP) had a major impact on the Puget
Sound region, establishing community programs such as the Pacific Northwest’s first free medical
center which continues to operate today just a few blocks away as the Carolyn Downs Family
Medical Center, the only remaining health care clinic out of 13 founded by the Black Panther Party
around the nation.

The mural depicted on the People’s Wall has been described by SCBPP co-founder Elmer Dixon as
“a testament to the struggle of the Black Panther Party™. Local Seattle artist Al Doggett, a friend of
Henderson'’s, described the mural as “reflecting the story of Black American struggles and injustices
the Black Panther Party was fighting to overcome.” Painted on it are images of prominent Black
American civil-rights icons and scenes of the 1960s and, while none of the figures originate from
Seattle, their prominence on the wall illustrates the strong ties the Seattle Chapter felt towards a
national ethos. Images on the wall depict (from left to right on the mural’):

e Angela Davis® (1944 — present: Party member originally from Alabama who was arrested for
and later acquitted of being involved in the August 7, 1970 armed takeover of a courtroom in
Marin County, California, in the midst of a deliberation on the fate of three Black inmates
charged with killing a white prison guard®);

e Charlie “Bird” Parker' (1920 — 1955: legendary Black American jazz saxophonist originally
from Kansas, responsible for the development of the musical style known as “bebop™™);

e Bobby Seale' depicted on the mural “chained and gagged to a chair''® (1936 — present:
co-founder of the national Black Panther Party, originally from Texas, and one of the
“Chicago 8” charged with conspiracy by the U.S. federal government for participating in
anti-Vietnam War protests during the 1968 Democratic National Convention');

e The “New York 217" (a group of New York Black Panther Party members who were
arrested and charged by police on April 2, 1969 in a pre-dawn raid — and later acquitted in
1971 after revelations that undercover police agents had played key instigator roles®);

" Eig. 19 “Images”

2 Fig. 23 “Images”

3 Fig. 114 “Documents & Clippings”

4 "Black Panthers". HISTORY: March 29, 2023.

5 “Seattle Black Panther Party History and Memory Project”, Seattle Civil Rights & Labor History Project, University of Washington.
5 Dixon, Elmer. p. 334.

" Eig. 17 “Images”

8 Fig. 17 “Images”

9 Caldwell, Earl. "Angela Davis Acquitted on All Charges". The New York Times: June 5, 1972.

"0 Fig. 18 “Images”

" "Charlie Parker, Uptown and Down". The NY Times: August 24, 2007.

"2 Fig. 17 “Images”

'3 Dixon, Elmer. p. 334.

" Hendrickson, Paul. "Revolutionary At Rest". The Washington Post: March 10, 1978.

'8 Fig. 19 “Images”

"6 bin-Wahad, Dhoruba. "55th Anniversary of the NY Panther 21 Case". Black Agenda Report. April 3, 2024.



https://www.blackagendareport.com/55th-anniversary-ny-panther-21-case
https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/lifestyle/1978/03/10/revolutionary-at-rest/dba70b06-a5bf-4d24-a8cf-662d7fa0520d/
https://www.nytimes.com/2007/08/24/arts/music/24park.html
https://www.nytimes.com/books/98/03/08/home/davis-acquit.html
https://depts.washington.edu/civilr/BPP.htm
https://www.history.com/topics/civil-rights-movement/black-panthers
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e Adrawing in the style of Emory Douglas'’ (1943 — present: Black graphic artist and Minister
of Culture for the Black Panther Party, originally from Michigan) of “a sister holding a gun and
enjoying good times while preparing for an attack from the police” as described by SCBPP
co-founder Elmer Dixon'®;

e Huey Newton' (1942 — 1989: co-founder of the Black Panther Party originally from
Louisiana, convicted in 1968 of voluntary manslaughter in a shoot-out leading to the death of
an Oakland police officer — which was later dismissed in 1970 before Newton’s murder at
age 47%);

e Malcolm X?' (1925 — 1965: Black nationalist leader and Muslim minister originally from
Nebraska who advocated for Black empowerment, assassinated at age 45%)

Henderson’s artwork reflected the Black American mood of the times, but it also contained a distinctly
local element in that the first and last names of nine members of the Seattle Chapter — seven men
and two women — are memorialized on it. Each was considered “fallen” in the battle for freedom and
equality, whether they had died from gunshot wounds in altercations with local police officers or from
preventable cancers, suicides, or even prison homicides: The Panthers viewed them all as having
been been lost prematurely young due to the core overarching cause of inequality, which they fought
against.

The mural is “dedicated to the fallen,” with names listed in the following order:

1. Sydney Miller, of 1732 18th Ave in the Central District, passed away?® on December 2, 1968
at age 26%*; the SCBPP’s free community clinic was originally named after Miller and was
located at what was once the second SCBPP headquarters at 173 20th Ave where the
People’s Wall is located (the clinic was later re-named in 1978);

2. Welton “Butch” Armstead, of 8426 37th Ave S in Rainier Valley, passed away at age 17 on
October 5, 1968%; the SCBPP’s community center was named after Armstead and was
located at what was once the second SCBPP headquarters at 173 20th Ave where the
People’s Wall is located;

3. Alfred Postell*, of 3708 E Olive St in Capitol Hill, passed away?® on February 28, 1971.%

* Note: Postell’s last name on the mural appears incorrectly as “Postel”; due to the date of his
death, his name may have been added to the People’s Wall by artist Eddie Walker in 2008
when the mural was re-touched for the 40th Anniversary of the SCBPP;

4. Larry Ward, a decorated Vietnam War veteran passed away?® on May 15, 1970 at age 222,

5. Lewis T. Jackson (a.k.a. “LewJack”) a Seattle transplant from the Ninth Ward in New
Orleans and the “self-appointed personal bodyguard” of SCBPP captain Aaron Dixon®
passed away “in 1969 or 1970™";

6. Maude Helen Allen*, captain of the female contingent of the Seattle Chapter, a graduate of
Garfield High School, a well-known caterer and entrepreneur, and a member of the choir at
Peoples Institutional Baptist Church (located at 159 24th Ave, just a few blocks away from
the People’s Wall) passed away in January 1985 at age 36 (see photo of Allen from July 3,
1968, Fig. 28 “Documents & Clippings”). At that time, she lived at 502 30th Ave in the Central
District and was survived by her parents, two older sisters (two brother-in-laws), one son and
three nieces (had she lived, she would have known her three granddaughters, great-niece,
great-nephew and daughter-in-law.)

7 Fig, 17 “Images”

'8 Dixon, Elmer. p. 334.

® Fig, 17 “Images”

2 Hevesi, Dennis. "Huey Newton Symbolized the Rising Black Anger of a Generation". The New York Times: August 23, 1989.
2! Fig, 17 “Images”

2 Mitchell, Jason. "Malcolm X's Influence on the Black Panther Party's Philosophy". History in an Hour: June 15, 2012.

2 Dixon, Elmer. p. 160

2 Dixon, Elmer. p. 214 & Eig 55 “Documents & Clippings”

2 Wilma, David. “Seattle police shoot and kill Welton Armstead on October 5. 1968.” HistoryLink.org Essay 3605, October 9, 2001, Eig. 55, Fig. 56, Eig 57 &
Eig 93 Documents & Clippings

% Dixon, Elmer. p 286-287.

%" Fig 115. “Documents & Clippings”

% Dixon, Elmer. p. 245

2 Fig 84, Fig 95, Fig 96, Fig 97, Fix 98, Fig 101, Fig 102, Fig 104, Fig 105, Fig 106, Fig 107, Fig 108 “Documents & Clippings”
30 Dixon, Aaron. P. 106

31 E-mail correspondence. Elmer Dixon: Jan 22 & 23, 2026.



https://historylink.org/File/3605
https://web.archive.org/web/20181005191016/http://www.historyinanhour.com/2012/06/15/malcolm-x-black-panthers/
https://www.nytimes.com/1989/08/23/obituaries/huey-newton-symbolized-the-rising-black-anger-of-a-generation.html
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* Note: Allen’s first name on the mural appears incorrectly as “Maud”; her name was possibly
added to the People’s Wall by artist Eddie Walker in 2008 when the mural was re-touched for
the 40th Anniversary of the SCBPP;

7. Carolyn Downs, a mother who managed the SCBPP’s free clinic (originally located at what
was once the second SCBPP headquarters at 173 20th Ave where the People’s Wall is
located) passed away at age 25 in 1978*%?; the SCBPP changed the name of its clinic in
1979 to honor Downs after her passing®® and the Carolyn Downs Family Medical Center
continues to exist today in 2026 a few blocks away as the only remaining health care clinic
out of 13 founded by the Black Panther Party around the nation.®*

* Note: Downs’s name was potentially added to the People’s Wall by artist Eddie Walker in
2008 when the mural was re-touched for the 40th Anniversary of the SCBPP;

8. Jim Groves* passed away after leaving the country in 1968 to avoid the draft.?® According to
SCBPP co-founder Elmer Dixon: “Groves was not originally considered a fallen comrade but
was later added [to the People’s Wall memorial] once we found out the circumstances of his
death.”

* Note: Groves’s last name on the mural appears incorrectly as “Graves”; his name was
potentially added to the People’s Wall by artist Eddie Walker in 2008 when the mural was
re-touched for the 40th Anniversary of the SCBPP%¢;

9. Henry Boyer, [Jr], passed away on August 23, 1968% at the age of 17; he was buried in his
Panther uniform of black leather jacket and black beret.%®

The SCBPP left their second headquarters at 173 20th Ave in 1971 after the FBI attempted multiple
raids. Key leaders were ordered to regroup at national Black Panther Party headquarters in Oakland,
California, and the original duplex in Seattle where the People’s Wall exists today was seized by the
federal government®® and razed a few years later in 1973%. According to Dixon, the demolition was
potentially due to “the police [not wanting] our headquarters to stand as a symbol of our defiance™".
Not only was the former headquarters building torn down, but the address was effectively erased
from King County property records: After demolition, the lot remained vacant for ten years until a
series of new townhomes were built on the site in 1983, this time facing Spruce St instead of 20th
Ave, thereafter becoming “1919 Spruce St”. The old address no longer exists.

Despite these forces, the People’s Wall has remarkably survived. For 55 years, it has never been
de-faced (even amidst a surge in graffiti and tagging since the 2020 Covid-19 pandemic*), an
indication that the story and meaning behind the wall have been carried across generations to the
present day in 2026. Despite the People’s Wall having never been officially or formally declared a
landmark, there is an unspoken code in the community to respect it.

Today, the wall is one of the few physical sites that mark Seattle’s part in the historic 1960s national
movement for civil-rights, equity and justice. Only about 2% of all designated Seattle landmarks are
directly linked to Black history.*

2 Diane Pien, Diane. “‘Carolyn Downs (1953-1978).” BlackPast, April 24, 2018 & DIxon, Elmer. P 395. & Fig 87 “Documents & Clippings”
3 Dixon, Elmer. p 402.

3 “Our Roots”, Carolyn Downs Family Medical Center Website

3 E-mail correspondence. EImer Dixon: Jan 22, 2026.

36 E-mail correspondence. Elmer Dixon: Jan 22, 2026.

37 Fig 85, Fig 86 & Eig 87“Documents & Clippings”, Dixon, Aaron. P. 134

% Fig 85 “Documents & Clippings”

3 “Former Black Panther Party headquarters house, Seattle, 1973.” Museum of History and Industry.

40 Fig 31 “Documents & Clippings”

“1 Dixon, Elmer. (As told to Anisa Jackson.) “Ghosts of Seattle Past, an Exclusive Excerpt: Seattle Black Panther Party Headguarters.” The Stranger: April
12, 2017.

“2 Green, Sarah Jean. “Inside Seattle’s fight against graffiti: Millions of dollars and lots of paint.” The Seattle Times: February 16, 2025.
43 “DEIA Commitment.” Historic Seattle.org.



https://historicseattle.org/about/deia/
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/law-justice/inside-seattles-fight-against-graffiti-millions-of-dollars-and-lots-of-paint/
https://www.thestranger.com/books/2017/04/12/25068568/ghosts-of-seattle-past-an-exclusive-excerpt-seattle-black-panther-party-headquarters
https://mohai.org/collections-and-research/search/item/2000.107/-.022.21%23.04/?searchQuery=Activism&Anderson&Stevens&Thompson_Ski_Co_&Nelson_Mill_Co_&modules%5B0%5D=item&pageNum=10#:~:text=This%20image%20shows%20the%20BPP's,demolished%20in%20the%20early%201970s.
https://seattleroots.org/our-roots/
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/carolyn-downs-1953-1978/
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Seattle Chapter of the Black Panther Party (1968 - 1978)

The Black Panther Party was originally founded by college students Huey P. Newton and Bobby
Seale in 1966 in Oakland, California, and became arguably one of the most important revolutionary
organizations in the United States in the late-1960s and early-1970s — once deemed such a priority
by the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) that it was described as "the greatest threat to the
internal security of the country." Chapters of the Party opened in every major city in America from
New York to Chicago to L.A., but the first Black Panther chapter to be established outside of
California was the one formed in Seattle in 1968, the same year Dr. Martin Luther King Jr was
assassinated. The Seattle Chapter was active for ten years, which also made it one of the
longest-running in the country. All that remains of the duplex where the Seattle Chapter of the Black
Panthers (SCBPP) was headquartered from 1969 to 1971 is a mural painted on an eastern-facing
street-level retaining wall called the “People’s Wall”.

Inspired by Marxist philosophies, Black nationalist traditions, and prominent civil-rights revolutionary
figures like Malcolm X, members of the Black Panther Party rejected the type of nonviolent civil
disobedience led by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr, believing these tactics had not adequately addressed
the racism, poverty and violence that continued to persist for Black Americans, despite the official
end of the Jim Crow system of inequality in the South. In search of better lives, tens of thousands of
Black Americans had migrated from the South during World War 1l to the West and North, altering
white-dominated cities — including places like Oakland in California, and Seattle in Washington — only
to be confronted with new forms of segregation. This dynamic exploded in the 1960s, birthing the
civil-rights movement, one of the most significant eras in the ongoing evolution of America.
Responses to racial discrimination and tactics to fight for justice ranged from Dr. King’s peaceful
marches to more militant philosophies like those of the Black Panther Party.

1968

In many ways, the formation of the Seattle Chapter of the Black Panther Party (SCBPP) was a
response to the assasination of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr on April 4, 1968. Future co-founder and
captain of the Seattle Chapter, Aaron Dixon, learned about Dr. King’s death while in jail for “unlawful
assembly” in connection with a sit-in he had attended just a few days prior to protest the
mistreatment of a Black student at Franklin High School™* (see “Seattle Chapter Founders: Aaron
Dixon & Elmer Dixon III”). He heard about Dr. King’s assasination while watching an “old
black-and-white TV in the corner [of the jail's day cell], sitting high up on a metal shelf’. Later, alone
in his one-man cell, he recalled:

“Anger filled me that night. There would be no more tears and no more dialogue. The war
began that night all across America.™®

A few days later, nearly ten thousand people in Seattle marched in honor of Dr. King, down Denny
Way from Capitol Hill to a memorial service at Seattle Center. A few days after that, on April 11,
1968, the U.S. Congress finally passed the national Fair Housing Act — something Dr. King had spent
years advocating for and had now seemingly paid for with his life.

It was in this charged context that Aaron (out on bail) and his brother EImer traveled with members of
the BSU to the Bay Area to attend the second annual West Coast BSU Conference. None of the
workshops interested them and, after seeing a flyer, they decided instead to attend the funeral of “Lil’
Bobby Hutton”, a member of the Black Panther Party who had recently been killed by Oakland Police
officers in a confrontation, “despite having come out of the house unarmed and his hands up.™® The
Dixon brothers heard Black Panther co-founder Bobby Seale speak for the first time that day. Aaron

4 See Fig 59 “Documents & Clippings”
4 Dixon, Aaron. p 74.
6 Dixon, Aaron, p 76-78.
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was so moved that he approached Seale afterward to propose starting a Seattle chapter of the Party.
Seale liked the idea.

Almost simultaneously, sensing the cultural shift in the wake of Dr. King’s assassination, Seattle City
Council finally passed a fair-housing ordinance on April 19, 1968, long overdue after a 1964
ordinance was voted down more than 2 to 1 by Seattle residents. But it was too little, too late: Seale
flew to Seattle to visit the Dixon brothers at their family home in the Madrona neighborhood (905 33rd
Ave.) and gave his support for the new Seattle branch of the Black Panther Party — the first chapter
outside California — appointing nineteen-year-old Aaron Dixon as captain and his younger brother
Elmer as second-in-command. (New chapters of the Black Panther Party would soon open in
Portland and Eugene in neighboring Oregon, and they would come under the authority of the Seattle
Chapter as well.)

On April 20, 1968, the day after City Council passed their fair-housing ordinance, the Seattle Daily
Times reported that the “militant, extremist organization”, the Black Panthers, was forming in Seattle.
The University of Washington’s “Seattle Civil Rights & Labor History Project” comments on the
historic significance of the Seattle Chapter:

“[The Seattle Chapter of the Black Panther Party’s] existence is an illustration of how
peripheral branches of an organization would both adhere and diverge from the program
established by the national headquarters [in Oakland, California]. The evidence suggests
that the Seattle Panthers often respected the Party’s national leadership and worked hard to
follow the national agenda. However, to say that the SCBPP was completely dependent on
Oakland’s guidance and dictates would be an error. The behavior of the SCBPP was also
influenced by its local leadership and local circumstances in the city of Seattle.™

The first SCBPP headquarters was a storefront in the Madrona neighborhood on 34th Ave & Union*®,
near the Dixon family home (the storefront at 1127 1/2 34th Ave. still stands today in 2026, serving as
a wine shop). They followed the Ten-Point Program, a set of guidelines written by Huey P. Newton
and Bobby Seale in 1966 for the national Black Panther Party, with the first point being “We want
freedom”.*® The national Black Panther Party’s political goals included advocating for better housing,
jobs, and education for Black Americans, and they famously espoused the practice of self-defense by
openly carrying arms to challenge and prevent police misconduct and brutality. Members were
expected to become experts in weapons usage and they were required to attend political education
classes.® Aaron recalls that time in 1968:

“On any given day, scores of young men and women in black berets and leather jackets
congregated inside and outside our [Madrona] storefront office; sometimes they marched at
the park, often carrying rifles and shotguns up the street.”’

The SCBPP was training to protect and defend the Black community. On July 1, 1968, Aaron was
sentenced to six months of jail time for “gross misdemeanor”? due to “unlawful assembly” while
attending a sit-in"®® protesting the mistreatment of a Black student at Franklin High School that had
occurred over three months earlier (see “Seattle Chapter Founders: Aaron Dixon & Elmer Dixon III”).
To the community, the delayed charge against Aaron felt like retribution by the city for Aaron’s
involvement in forming the new chapter of the Black Panther Party in Seattle. The newly-formed
Seattle Chapter promptly called a meeting to protest the sentencing of their captain, which led to
multiple days of demonstrations in the Central District.>*

47 Schaefer

8 Dixon, Aaron. p 104,

4 See Fig 126 “Documents & Clippings”

%0 Schaefer, Kurt. “The Black Panther Party in Seattle, Part 2", Seattle Civil Rights & Labor History Project, University of Washington. 2005
5! Dixon, Aaron. p 108.

%2 See Fig 60 “Documents & Clippings”

%3 See Fig 59 “Documents & Clippings

5 See Fig. 61 & & Fig. 62 “Documents & Clippings”



https://depts.washington.edu/civilr/Panther2_schaefer.htm
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Perhaps in retaliation to the Black community’s demonstrations, the Madrona headquarters of the
SCBPP was subsequently targeted and raided by police officers later that same month on July 29,
1968%, under the guise of arresting Aaron for an allegedly stolen typewriter from the office of a local
urban renewal program called Model Cities. A Seattle Times article from that time illustrates the
effect this had on the community: the article titled “Negroes Criticize Amount of Force In Police
Search” noted the community’s perception that the presence of “four to six patrol cars and 11 to 14
officers” all because of a “mere typewriter” was excessive.%® In protest of Dixon'’s arrest,
demonstrations broke out in the Central District again.

Seattle Chapter co-founder, ElImer Dixon recalls the evening his brother Aaron was arrested:

“We gathered Comrades at the [SCBPP Madrona] office, and about 200 to 300 of us got in
military formation — 10 abreast, 30 deep — and marched 15 blocks to Garfield Park. We were
psyched to march through the Black community, straight down Cherry Street, in full uniform
and in precise formation. Years later, | met a man who had been an eight-year-old boy on
that day, watching us through the window in amazement. ‘Come to the window!” he called to
his mother. She [joined him] to watch us march in unity, shoulder to shoulder. His recollection
of that day was that we were legendary heroes in our community.™”

Aaron Dixon was released from jail later that night and remembers driving back to his parents’ house
and seeing “throngs of young people rampaging through the streets, overturning cop cars and
throwing rocks and Molotov cocktails.” He remembers:

“Police were attacked, cars with whites in them were stoned, windows of businesses were
Shattered, and police cars were overturned... the chairman [of the Black Panther Party] had
never once informed me that | was to lead guerrilla attacks against police forces... | did not
realize that new chapters and branches all over the country were grappling with this same
dilemma. Across the country, that summer of ‘68 was seen by some as the beginning of the
revolution.”®

Aaron remembers operating in those early days of the Seattle Chapter “without a blueprint or
methodology to guide us, [which meant] we often had to learn how to operate on the fly, following our
instincts.”® In the first few weeks of opening the Seattle Chapter headquarters, “phones at the
[SCBPP] office were constantly ringing with people calling for help.” The calls came “from people
within the Central Area who would ask the Panthers to attend to landlord issues, domestic violence,
and numerous other problems that arose in a typical community.” Aaron was instructed by national
co-founder Bobby Seale that “the Black Panthers are not the police and therefore should not be
responding to those types of calls”. But the Seattle Chapter failed to follow national instructions and,
instead, reacted autonomously in a particularly notorious incident in September 1968%:

“The [SCBPP] office started to receive calls from a particular woman whose son was being
accosted by white students at Rainier Beach High School. During her first call she was told
that there was nothing that the Panthers could do. But she proceeded to call day after day.
Then one day she called and it was obvious she was in tears. Around the same time three
other mothers called and voiced the same concerns. Over a dozen Panthers were in the
office when this particular set of calls came in and they decided to take action. So they
grabbed their guns, piled into several cars, and drove to Rainier Beach. When they got there,
the Panthers walked into the school with their weapons and found the principal. They told
him why they were there and that he needed to start protecting students. They assured the
principal that if the Panthers received more calls regarding the problem, they would return.’s"

% See Eig 68, “Documents & Clippings”
% See Fig 69, “Documents & Clippings”
57 Dixon, Elmer. P 154.

% Dixon, Aaron. p 128.

% Dixon, Aaron. p 111.

% Dixon, Aaron. p 109.

& Schaefer
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After this controversial armed confrontation, Black students were no longer openly harassed at
Rainier Beach High School. Aaron Dixon recalls, “When [BPP] headquarters in Oakland found out
about this [incident], they thought we were pretty wild and crazy [in Seattle].”®2

Indeed, Seattle was earning a national reputation. In the wake of Dr. King’s assassination, cities
across the country had erupted in unison. Aaron recalls:

“Time and Newsweek published charts of the ten cities with the highest rates of firebombing
and sniping... and Seattle ranked number one in firebombing and number two in sniping...
beating out New York, Chicago, Detroit, Philadelphia, and others. The Panthers had put
Seattle on the map.”®

1969

The following spring of 1969, Washington State legislators proposed a rare state-level gun control
law making it illegal to carry weapons in the open, a direct response to the incident with the SCBPP
at Rainier Beach High School the prior year. In protest, an armed delegation of Panthers went to the
capitol in Olympia and stood in formation on the capitol steps with their weapons pointed in the air.®
The 1969 "Unlawful Carrying" Law passed, ending the SCBPP’s phase of openly carrying weapons.®®
This law continues to exist today in 2026, one of the few gun regulations passed in state history.®

Around the same time, the FBI’s counterintelligence program “COINTELPRO” (created in 1956 to
undermine radical groups) decided to make the Black Panthers their primary concern, and Party
offices from coast to coast were targeted and infiltrated with agents instigating Party members to
commit crimes in hopes of delegitimizing and vilifying the Black Panthers as an organization.
National Black Panther co-founder Huey Newton sent a directive from prison stating that “any Party
member involved in participating in any criminal activities was to be effectively expelled from the
party.” This period was known as “The Purge” and it entailed weeding out SCBPP members who
were acting as FBI informants or using the organization to further their own criminal activities.®

Elmer Dixon recalls:

“l led the Goon Squad in Seattle, and we would routinely discipline wayward or reactionary
brothers in the Party. We were a young organization at the time and there were a lot of crazy
n - - - - s joining the Party, and they were doing stupid shit like robbing stores and beating up
women. We had to weed them out of the Party, which meant, most of the time, we ended up
kicking their asses.”®

During this time, national headquarters also declared that “front offices were too vulnerable to police
attacks” and “houses or duplex buildings in residential neighborhoods were safer and better suited
for working with communities.” So the SCBPP closed their storefront headquarters in Madrona and
moved into a two-story duplex in a residential part of the Central District that once stood at the corner
of 20th Ave and Spruce St at what is today “1919 E Spruce St” but was formerly “173 20th Ave”
(since demolished).

Elmer Dixon remembers, “We found a location on 20th and Spruce streets, which became our
barracks and our central office — one of the most notorious Panther offices in the country.”®
They rented the property from J. Cordell Jackson™ (a Black youth coordinator for Seattle’s NAACP in
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1964"", later a marketing manager in 1971). The first floor of the duplex served as the main office
(and later, the site of the SCBPP’s first free medical clinic) and the upper floor served as “a hideout
and bunker” for defending the building. Sandbags filled at Alki Beach were stacked against the walls
upstairs and downstairs as defense.”? Elmer recalls that windows were fortified with sheets of
plywood, corrugated steel, even “manhole covers, appropriated from wherever we could find”.”®

From this second headquarters location, the SCBPP began organizing community outreach
programs and distributing the Black Panther newspaper. By December of 1969, they had opened the
Sydney Miller People’s Free Medical Clinic, the first free healthcare clinic in the Pacific Northwest
(later changed in 1979 to the Carolyn Downs Family Medical Center, which still exists today in
2026).”* Regardless of the ability to pay, anyone in the community could come to the clinic at 173
20th Ave on “Monday and Thursday from 5:30pm until all patients are seen”.”® The original name for
the clinic was in honor of Sydney Miller, an SCBPP member who had been “shot [in the back] by a
West Seattle [7-11] store owner”® at age 26 on December 2, 196877 when the store owner claimed
“he thought Sydney was going to rob the store”.”® (Miller's name would eventually be memorialized
on the future People’s Wall at this location.)

The SCBPP launched the Free Breakfast for School Children Program during this period as well.
When local Safeway stores refused to donate, the SCBPP quickly organized a boycott of the two
Safeway stores in the Central District (one on the corner of 23rd Ave & Union St where a PCC exists
today, and the other at 23rd Ave & Jackson St where an Amazon Fresh is today), effectively closing
both locations.” Safeway had already been the subject of boycotts going back as far as 1950
protesting hiring discrimination, but only now was the grocery chain driven out of the Black
neighborhood. In Safeway’s place, a group of Black grocery stores were organized with one “not far
from the Panther office on 20th & Yesler”, according to Elmer. (Safeway has since returned to the
Central District at 23rd Ave & Madison St as part of a 2004 development that replaced the building
that once housed the historic Birdland jazz club.)

But other things were afoot in this period as well: Unbeknownst to the SCBPP, the FBI had sent a
memo to the offices of the Justice Department ordering the elimination of the Chicago, L.A., and
Seattle Panther chapters. That December of 1969, under the auspices of the Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF), a raid of the Chicago chapter of the Black Panther Party
resulted in the death of the Party’s deputy chairman, Fred Hampton. Just a few days later, the ATF
attacked the L.A. offices of the Black Panthers and over 40 police officers used tear gas, employing
helicopters and armored military personnel carriers, shooting and wounding several members. It was
the first significant deployment of a new tactical unit originally created to combat the Black Panthers.
The police called it the “SWAT (Special Weapons and Tactics) team”, and it marked the beginning of
a new chapter for law enforcement in America.

1970

SCBPP membership peaked in 1970. At this period in their evolution, the SCBPP regularly
advertised free clothing “10 a.m. until 5 p.m. daily”® and free food “to aid the needy”®' at the Seattle
Chapter of the Black Panther Party’s “Welton Armstead Community Center” at “173 20th Ave”, but
this kind of community social work was largely overlooked by U.S. Congress when they decided to
launch a full-scale investigation of the Black Panther Party that year. While much of the
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investigation’s attention focused on national leadership and the Oakland headquarters, several
chapters were also investigated, including the one in Seattle.®?

Chapter co-founder Elmer Dixon was subpoenaed to testify before the House Un-American Activities
Committee in Washington, D.C.% When asked for his address, he stated “173 20th Ave” (where the
People’s Wall is located). After that, his only replies were to take the Fifth Amendment, which he did
17 times, infuriating senators.®* In his autobiography, EImer Dixon states:

“l wanted to tell [Congress] that if it was Un-American to serve kids breakfast, if it was
Un-American to provide free healthcare, and if it was Un-American to provide free food and
clothing to the starving masses... then this America was not the America it pretended to
be. 8%

In the incendiary summary of the investigation, the conclusion by Congress insinuated that failure to
put an end to the Black Panthers could mean the end of the U.S.:

“If a successful revolution should occur, the Panthers would replace the present form of
government in the United States with a system comparable to Castro’s in Cuba... There
would be no millionaires. The Panthers’ idea is to take from the Establishment and ‘to give to
the Negro people.”®

It was not long after the hearing that the FBI demonstrated they were doing everything in their power
to eliminate the Party. Flying back to Seattle from D.C., EImer learned of a Seattle Chapter member
having been shot. Larry Ward, a decorated Vietnam War veteran “had apparently been [tricked by a
police informant to place] a bomb device at the front door of [Hardcastle Real Estate Co. on 24th &
Union, across from Liberty Bank, the first Black bank on the West Coast]... and was shot to death at
age 22% [by police] while trying to flee”.®

The Seattle Chapter became consumed with getting justice for targeted Party members, especially in
the case of Ward’s death. SCBPP members diligently showed up to the coroner’s inquest-jury. Even
when a majority verdict ruled that Ward’s killing was “unjustifiable” and he had died by “criminal
means”, justice was not served: Area police “as far away as Tacoma” objected to the verdict and
signed a petition “urging [police] work stoppages until a new inquest”, leading to the county
prosecutor refusing to prosecute the police officer who was responsible.®® The Black Panthers’ lawyer
went as far as to file an application for a writ directing the prosecutor to charge the policeman
responsible for Ward’s death but, in June, a superior court judge ruled that the prosecutor couldn’t
“be forced to charge a policeman”.®® (Ward’s name is memorialized on the People’s Wall.)

Since the ATF had attacked the Chicago and L.A. chapters of the Black Panthers, they had turned
their eye to Seattle, eager to use their new weapon, the SWAT team. Still unaware that the Seattle
Chapter had been targeted for “elimination” by the FBI, the SCBPP was tipped off by a newspaper
reporter that the ATF was planning on raiding the headquarters. The SCBPP prepared for the attack,
but violence was deterred: Mayor Wes Uhlman, a Democrat, allegedly stood in their way, threatening
he would dispatch local police in the SCBPP’s defense if the ATF or FBI attempted to raid the
SCBPP’s office.® The mayor was influenced by the fact that prominent civil-rights leader, Edwin T.
Pratt, had been murdered outside his Shoreline home in 1969 just before Uhiman took office (a park
named in Pratt’s honor exists two blocks south of the People’s Wall in 2026). At that time, Seattle had
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the highest per capita level of bombs in the country. The mayor believed the Black Panthers were
"fairly benign" despite some "fairly outrageous statements" by members of the Party elsewhere, and
he refused active cooperation.

The People’s Wall mural was not yet painted, but the wall on which it is painted made a cameo
appearance in one telling incident of this period: SCBPP member Valentine Hobbes was stopped by
police while selling newspapers just two blocks away from the 20th & Spruce headquarters and was
accused of stealing a woman’s purse. Several Panthers had already lost their lives in trumped-up
altercations with police (Elmer remembers that “bullet holes in [SCBPP member] Larry [Ward]'s
armpits showed he was trying to surrender when he was gunned down and murdered™?), so
Valentine had reason to fear for his life and he began running back to headquarters for safety. Police
chased him. Aaron recalls:

“Using every bit of his sprinter’s speed, [Valentine] made it to the concrete retaining wall at
the edge of the office property [at 173 20th Ave]. Taking a giant leap up from the sidewalk,
he landed on the grass and continued to the office door. The cops were right on his tail. One
of the officers jumped out of the squad car and was running behind him. Once inside the
office, Valentine went straight for the front desk, reached in the drawer, and pulled out the
.357 we had named ‘Martin Luther King’... As more cops showed up, throngs of supporters
and people from the community began to gather, protesting the cops’ presence.”

Elmer remembers the same incident:

“l dashed to the porch [facing 20th Ave]. Valentine Hobbes was running up the street with
police in hot pursuit. Valentine jumped over the top of the [property retaining] wall and
into the office, just as | slammed the door behind him and secured the bolt. We immediately
went into Attack Mode, going down our checklist in preparation for an assault... Above our
heads, the trap door to upstairs opened, and weapons began being passed down to the
offices below, along with rounds of ammunition, body armor, and gas masks... Ironically, DJ
Robert L. Scott from the local Black radio station, KYAC, was in the office for a feature story
[and] we let him continue taping live on the radio station while we prepared for attack...
Within 20 minutes, dozens of people gathered in front [of the headquarters], to stand
between the police and the Panther office. Many of them came with their large dogs. Inside
the office, Robert L broadcasted live.”

Police demanded Valentine be surrendered for the alleged crime he committed. EImer demanded the
police produce a witness. As part of a delicate negotiation, it was agreed that Valentine would be part
of a lineup for a witness to identify the perpetrator. That same evening, members of the SCBPP
along with their attorney accompanied Valentine downtown to the police precinct where they
anxiously entered “the silent police lobby, where there wasn’t a person in sight.”** They waited, but
nobody ever showed up. “They [the police] never had a witness in the first place,” recalls Elmer. “So,
we left, and never heard about that case again.”

In fall of that year, legendary rockstar Jimi Hendrix asked the SCBPP to work as security guards for a
hometown concert he was playing at Sick’s Seattle Stadium in the Mt. Baker neighborhood (today a
Lowe’s hardware store). EImer remembers meeting Hendrix backstage and that the musician
“marveled at the thought of a Black Panther Party chapter in his hometown of Seattle, and [the fact]
that it was started by cats from the high school that he had attended several years earlier [Garfield
High].”®® When Elmer asked for a donation to the SCBPP’s Children’s Free Breakfast program,
Hendrix said he’d do more than just donate money and that he’d do an entire benefit concert for the
SCBPP when he returned from Europe. Sadly, that would be the last concert he played in Seattle:
several weeks later in London, Hendrix died at age 27 by aspiration. (EImer remembers: “[Jimi
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Hendrix’s] music was too inciteful and too revolutionary. And for that, | believe he was killed...
assassinated, according to a CIA agent who gave a deathbed confession.”®)

It was in the wake of these struggles in October of 1970 when artist Dion Henderson completed a
mural at the SCBPP headquarters on the street-level retaining wall facing 20th Ave, spelling out the
names of each Party member in Seattle that had been lost. The headquarters continued to be
targeted by police and FBI, and the People’s Wall was often the last line of defense and the location
of altercations. Members routinely resisted arrest in front of the headquarters, and
second-in-command Elmer Dixon himself was accused of threatening officers when several police
vans blocked the street in front of the house and he came out to complain.®” Several years later,
utility companies including Seattle City Light, Pacific Northwest Bell and Washington Natural Gas Co.
admitted they supplied confidential information about 173 20th Ave to the FBI throughout 1970.%

It was a tenuous time for the Party and increased vilification of the Black Panther Party by the
mainstream press, coupled with infighting fomented by the FBI’'s COINTELPRO operation, led to an
order given by national Party leadership for key members of each chapter to consolidate their efforts
back at national headquarters in Oakland.

1971
The SCBPP vacated the Seattle headquarters at 20th Ave & Spruce in 1971 and the property was
seized by the federal government.*®

Later that same year, The SCBPP reopened a block away at 169 19th Ave. where they developed
the first free food program in Seattle, which became the forerunner of the city’s food bank operations.
The SCBPP also began a sickle cell anemia awareness campaign that year to combat a disease
which disproportionately affected Black people, spurring the formation of the National Sickle Cell
Disease Association of America.'® A Busing to Prisons Program was also launched to make it easier
for the Black community to visit loved ones in prison.'"!

Meanwhile, national Black Panther co-founder Huey Newton had a disagreement with Black Panther
Minister of Information Eldridge Cleaver over the necessity of armed struggle, which led to a fatal
split in the Party. Longtime Black Panther Party member Elaine Brown replaced Cleaver as Minister
of Information.

1972 to 1978

In 1972, core SCBPP members including Aaron Dixon were ordered to move to national
headquarters in Oakland. His brother Elmer was serving a sentence in prison at the time and would
later return to Seattle on parole where he was required to stay.

The original building at “173 20th Ave” was razed by the federal government in 1973'°2 and remained
vacant and overgrown for ten years, except for what remained of the lot’s retaining wall and its mural,
known as the People’s Wall. According to Elmer Dixon, the demolition and erasure of 173 20th Ave
was potentially due to “the police [not wanting] our headquarters to stand as a symbol of our
defiance”. Not only was the former headquarters building torn down, but the address was effectively
erased from King County property records (a new building was later erected on the site in 1983
facing Spruce St instead of 20th Ave, thereafter becoming “1919 Spruce St”). The old address no
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longer existed. Elmer recalls returning from prison to Seattle and visiting the site where the old
headquarters had been:

“Gone was the massive fortress that we had built to protect us... Gone were the sandbags,
the thousands and thousands of rounds of ammunition, the gas masks, the bulletproof vests,
and the steel and plywood sandwiches on the windows... The old synagogue directly across
the street from the old Panther office was completely gone. | was stunned. Only the
People’s Wall remained.”"

In the absence of his brother Aaron, EImer Dixon worked to sustain the SCBPP’s programs, even
introducing new aspects like blood pressure screening and prison tutoring.

In 1974, national Party chairman Huey Newton escaped to Cuba to avoid U.S. charges for murder
and assault and, in his place, Elaine Brown became chairman of the Party (until 1977). In 1976,
Elmer was summoned by Brown to national headquarters in Oakland where she accused him of
disrespecting Ericka Huggins, a member of the Central Committee, over a disagreement about
whether or not to provide red meat in the SCBPP’s free children’s breakfast program. As punishment,
Brown ordered Elmer be transferred to the Oakland headquarters. He asked to return to Seattle to
gather his things, but back in the Pacific Northwest, he contemplated the order, “knowing that if | did
not return to Central, we [the Seattle Chapter] would most likely end up splitting away from the Black
Panther Party.”"* Instead of complying, Elmer reached out to Brown to say, “Me and the ‘rads are
taking over the operation of the Seattle chapter and running the survival programs on our own.”%

By this time, Aaron Dixon had been assigned to act as Brown’s bodyguard in Oakland, what he later
terms as “the most difficult job assignment [he] ever had™'%. Brown, incensed by Elmer’s
insubordination, decided to travel to Seattle with Aaron to ostensibly persuade Elmer to remain in the
Party. Aaron recalls of the trip, “Elaine was not used to Panthers defying the hierarchy, but EImer
refused to back down.”®”

An armed standoff at the new Seattle headquarters at 19th Ave & Spruce St led to the two factions
walking away from each other in a stalemate. “Secretly, | was proud of the way [EImer] had stood up
to Elaine,” Aaron remembers. “We [Elmer and Aaron Dixon] had always been close as brothers could
be... [and] as dedicated as | was to the movement and to the philosophy of the Black Panther Party, |
was not about to stand by and watch my brother be eliminated.” EImer recalls:

“[Now, the SCBPP’s] main focus was to make sure that there would be no retaliation [from
Central headquarters]... we didn’t know if the Squad or some individual would strike back at
the rebuff that we had handed Elaine and her team... We maintained our programs, with the
only difference being that we no longer had the Black Panther newspaper to sell.”'%

Elmer continued to run the SCBPP’s programs until the chapter office officially closed its doors two
years later in 1978. After ten years of serving the community, the SCBPP ceased operation. It was
the longest-functioning chapter of the Party. In recalling the SCBPP era, one member remembers:

“The Panthers were always there. They were the heart and soul of the Central District. They
took care of us. They fed the community. They made sure we were medically taken care of.
There was no other place to go. Going to the police was stupid. You would end up a murder
victim or you’d get arrested.”%
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Of the 13 original Black Panther Party-founded healthcare clinics across the U.S., Seattle’s Carolyn
Downs Family Medical Center remains the only one still in operation.”® Today, in 2026, the clinic is
located just three blocks away from where it first started at the former SCBPP’s second
headquarters.

The People’s Wall mural is all that physically remains linking this location in Seattle’s Central District
to a historic era for not just the city, but for an entire nation grappling with different aspects of the
civil-rights movement. The SCBPP was a significant outgrowth of a much broader national movement
that spanned the United States and evolved throughout the 1960s and 1970s. HistoryLink writer
Linda Holden Givens describes the SCBPP as a unique necessity of the era: “The boldness of the
Seattle Black Panther Party was matched by the boldness of the historical circumstances.”""!

Events of that time continue to reverberate into and inform the present.

10 “50 Year Legacy Lives on at Carolyn Downs.” The Pulse, Spring 2020.
" Givens, Linda Holden. “Black Panther Party Seattle Chapter (1968-1978).” HistoryLink.org.: 10/16/2018.
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Seattle’s Black American History

Black American heritage in Washington began in the territorial era with the arrival of Black

settlers in both rural and urban areas even prior to the Emancipation Proclamation of

1863 which declared "that all persons held as slaves within the rebellious states are, and
henceforward shall be free." Manuel Lopes arrived in Seattle at least ten years before
Emancipation in 1852 becoming the first Black American resident of King County. Born in Cape
Verde off the coast of Africa in 1812, he either traveled or was kidnapped to New England where
he had become a sailor and eventually settled in Seattle only one year after the first white settlers
arrived'?. He opened one of Seattle’s first barber shops on First Avenue South, also becoming the
first Black American property owner in Seattle."

The second Black American in Seattle was ex-navy man William Grose, born in Washington, D.C.

to free black restaurant owners'* and arriving in Seattle in 1860. He opened his own popular
restaurant in 1876 on Yesler Way called “Our House,” expanding it into a well known three-story hotel
by 1883.""5 (The future mayor of Seattle during the Great Seattle Fire of 1889, Robert Moran,
credited Grose as giving him his first meal when he originally arrived in Seattle unable to pay.)

Prior to the 1890s, Seattle’s Black population was small and grew very slowly--the federal census
recorded only Lopes in 1860 and, twenty years later in 1880, only 21 other Black Americans had
joined him.""® Passage of the 1875 Federal Civil Rights Act further reinforced Black American
citizenship, forbidding discrimination in such places as theaters, restaurants, hotels, and trains (the
repeal of the act in 1885 had little effect). The 1883 Territorial Suffrage Act further forbade
discrimination, this time on the basis of religion or sex'’, and the first Public Accommodation law
went into effect in 1890 when the Washington State Constitution was adopted.'®

Black families with women and children didn’t appear in significant numbers in the Pacific Northwest
until after the completion of the railroads in 1883.""° Shortly thereafter in 1886, the earliest Black
church in the territory was established (eventually called First African Methodist Episcopal or
AME)."® By 1891, there were 24 Black American women reported in the City Directory.'!

In contrast to Oregon, Washington Territory never had laws restricting Black American
settlement.'? Many Black Americans migrated to the Pacific Northwest expecting a more tolerant
environment than the rest of the country. Robert O. Lee, first Black man admitted to the
Washington State bar in 1889, was reported in the Daily Post-Intelligencer as having come to the
Northwest seeking a place where “race prejudice would not interfere with prosperity.”?® According
to Quintard Taylor in The Forging of a Black Community, Seattle was “the end of the line both
socially and geographically. There was no better place to go.”'?* To an extent, Black Americans
could find opportunities in the Pacific Northwest they couldn’t find elsewhere, but there were also
warnings. In 1879, the Daily Post-Intelligencer published the following commentary:

“[Black Americans’] coming North, we think a mistake. There is room only for a limited
number of colored people here. Overstep that limit and there comes a clash in which the
colored man must suffer. The few that are here do vastly better than they would do if their
numbers increased a hundredfold.”?
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The Black population saw a spike in numbers when the first black coal miners (some recruited to the
area as strikebreakers) began to arrive in Roslyn and Franklin in the late 1880s."?® Until the Great
Seattle Fire of 1889, most Black people lived in the Pioneer Square area from 1st to 3rd Avenues,
between Jackson and James Streets. After William Grose lost his hotel-saloon in the fire, he moved
out in 1890 to a 12-acre property in the future Central District that he had purchased from Henry
Yesler in 1882.1%7

Near the end of the 19th century, Black Americans actively participated in local politics and
campaigns, aiming for recognition and advancement of their interests. John Conna, a Black Civil
War veteran became the first Black political appointee in the Washington Territory when
Republican Party leaders appointed him Assistant Sergeant at Arms of the 1889 Washington
Territorial House of Representatives.'?® The first local branch of the Afro-American League was
organized and incorporated in Seattle in 1890 by Isaac W. Evans'?®, who was hired later that year
as the city’s first Black police officer (although he would resign less than a year later).

There were only 22 Black Americans in Seattle in 1880 but ten years later that number would
multiply to around 300 and, another ten years after that in 1900, another 100 Black Americans had
moved to the city. As Black Americans sought to escape increasing discrimination and violence in the
south, the following decade in Seattle saw the greatest increase in population: Between 1900 and
1910, the population of Black Americans increased over 450% to 2,296™°. As a result, racial tensions
also increased, changing the relatively tolerant environment.

At the turn of the 20th century, Seattle had seven Black newspapers. In 1909, the prominent Black
editor of the Seattle Republican, Horace Cayton, who lived in the largely white neighborhood of
Capitol Hill was taken to court for allegedly “lowering real estate values”. The Cayton family left their
home in 1909, moving to the Central District which served as a center for the vast majority of the
city’s Black community beginning around 1910 until the 1980s."®" The Seattle Republican was forced
to shut down in 1913 due to lost revenue caused by increasing racial discrimination and, in response,
Black American leaders in Seattle decided it was time to establish a branch of the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP). It was one of the first branches west
of the Mississippi, and Cayton served as one of the original leaders.'®

Tensions continued to accelerate in the Puget Sound area. Black workers became strikebreakers in
the 1916 longshoreman’s strike and the ship stewards’ strike in 1921, protesting the all-white
membership of the unions, which generated bitter animosity. By the 1920s, Black businesses were
much more likely to have all or mostly Black customers and clients. This was financially problematic,
as the entire Black population of Seattle never comprised more than 1% of the total until about
1940.1%

Right around this time, in 1927, white homeowners began campaigns to enact racially restrictive
covenants that would bind their property and that of future owners from renting or selling their homes
to non-white families. The campaigns yielded 38 neighborhood restrictive agreements involving 964
home owners, 183 blocks, and 958 lots. It was not long after, in 1938, that Seattle became the third
U.S. city (after Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and Birmingham, Alabama*) to document law
enforcement officers reportedly killing an unarmed Black American. (Berry Lawson was beaten to
death by three officers after he was removed from a hotel where he worked and was arrested for
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“loitering in the lobby”. All three officers were convicted of manslaughter by a judge and jury, though
two of the officers were released only a few months later.")

In 1948, many of the restrictive covenants on homes in Seattle expired and petitions to extend them
failed, followed by the Supreme Court declaring restrictive covenants unenforceable. Black American
homeownership rates in Seattle became one of the highest in the country compared to other
American cities, with roughly 30% of Black Americans owning their homes in 1940 in Seattle in
contrast to only 7% who owned homes in Chicago and just 4% who owned homes in New York
City."® Still, Black Americans were only allowed to buy homes in certain neighborhoods. Harsh
residential segregation persisted and the unemployment rate among Blacks was double what it was
for whites."®” While Washington became the ninth state in the nation to enact a Fair Employment
Practices Law in 1949, the “official” end of discriminatory restrictions did not mean the end of racism.

Throughout this era, the Negro Repertory Company of the Seattle Federal Theater Project (FTP)
which operated between 1936 and 1939 was third in the nation in number of productions only after
New York and Boston. (This was perhaps a harbinger for what was to come later in the 1950s and
1960s with legendary Black Seattle musicians such as Ernestine Anderson, Quincy Jones, Buddy
Catlett, Floyd Standifer and Jimi Hendrix.)'®

Post-WWII, thousands of Black Americans had migrated from the South to places like Seattle. Many
worked at companies like Boeing. For the first time, Black Americans became Seattle’s largest
minority. In 1950, Charles Stokes was elected to the 37th legislative seat, becoming Seattle’s first
Black American representative in Olympia. That same year, the Citizens Committee for Fair
Employment formed, organizing boycotts against discriminatory hiring practices by the city’s Safeway
stores, joining other organizations throughout the decade that advocated for equal employment.

By 1960, there were 48,738 Black people in Washington and the following year, Seattle established a
chapter of the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE), a civil rights organization that first formed in
Chicago in 1942, dedicated to gaining equality for Black Americans through the use of nonviolent
means. Seattle CORE’s first major operation in 1961 involved “selective buying campaigns” and
“shop-ins” which targeted stores known to practice employment discrimination. Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. made a single visit to Seattle in October 1961 in coordination with CORE’s “Drive for Equal
Employment in Downtown Stores”—the largest protest campaign involving racial discrimination ever
undertaken in the state of Washington at the time. These protests resulted in the hiring of a small
number of Black Americans at local department stores and supermarkets by the end of 1963 but,
again, this did not end employment discrimination.

The same day as the “March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom” and Dr. King’s “| Have a Dream”
speech in 1963, the Seattle Public School District became the first major school system in the
country to initiate a voluntary desegregation plan'® (see “Seattle Chapter Founders: Aaron & Elmer
Dixon” for more about SCBPP co-founder Aaron Dixon’s experience in Seattle Public Schools).
Seattle CORE launched a second campaign that same year focused on housing discrimination and
exposing racism in the Seattle housing market.™° But, while there were vocal advocates for
integration, Seattle voters still soundly defeated an “open housing” ordinance in 1964 that would
have let anyone live anywhere. It lost by more than 2-to-1.

In 1967, Seattle’s City Council got its first Black member, Sam Smith, who served for 24 years. It was
only after the assassination of Dr. King in 1968 that an open housing ordinance passed. Three days
after the assassination, nearly 10,000 people in Seattle marched in memory of Dr. King’s life and
legacy. The city council unanimously voted for an open housing ordinance just three weeks after his
death.

1% “Berry Lawson's Death and African American Civil Rights in 1930s Seattle”. Seattle Civil Rights & Labor History Project, University of Washington: 2005.
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It was a precarious time for race relations in Seattle. Later that same month in 1968, Seattle
established the first and longest-running chapter of the militant Black Panther Party outside Oakland,
California, where it was founded in 1966. The Seattle Chapter operated from 1968 to 1978 (see
“Seattle Chapter of the Black Panther Party”). The following year, in 1969, the prominent civil-rights
leader and Executive Director of the Seattle Urban League, Edwin T. Pratt — who had led the effort to
desegregate Seattle Public Schools and who also spearheaded an initiative for equal housing and
employment opportunities — was shot dead in the doorway of his home at 17916 1st Avenue NE in
Shoreline'™'. Witnesses reported seeing two men fleeing the scene with a third person driving a
getaway car. The day after the murder, the FBI entered the investigation at the request of the Civil
Rights Division of the U.S. Justice Department but, despite this additional manpower, the case was
closed after just three and a half months. (In a piece by the Seattle Post-Intelligencer 25 years later
in 1994, new information hinted that the shooters had been hired by local construction contractors
due to Pratt's efforts to integrate Black people into the workforce, threatening white workers). A
Central District park was named in Pratt’s honor in 1976, although the case remains unsolved.

In 1977, Seattle became the largest city in the U.S. to voluntarily undertake district-wide school
desegregation through a mandatory busing program. In the first year, the number of white students
dropped by nearly 12 percent compared to the previous year. This program would continue for nearly
two decades, only ending in the late 1990s when the School Board threw out zoning lines, allowing
any of the district's students to attend any school they wanted -- so long as they could get into it."*?

Eighteen years after Dr. King’s assasination, a federal holiday was dedicated to him in 1986." That
same year, it was discovered that the original 1852 namesake for Seattle’s “King County” was Vice
President William Rufus de Vane King, a slave owner and advocate for the Fugitive Slave Act. It took
another 19 years for the Washington state legislature to formally vote to make Dr. King the County’s
official namesake in 2005.

Seattle would get its first Black mayor in 1990 with Norman Rice who served as the 49th mayor of
Seattle, serving two terms from 1990 to 1997. Ron Sims would later become King County Executive
in 1996 and, in 2009, he became deputy secretary of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) under the 44th president of the United States (and the first Black president),
Barack Obama.

™ Trescases, Heather.“Edwin Pratt is murdered outside his Shoreline home on January 26, 1969.” HistoryLink: February 15, 2003.
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Seattle Chapter Co-Founders
: Dixon & Elmer Dixon Il

Brothers Aaron Dixon and Elmer Dixon Ill were co-founders of the Seattle Chapter of the Black
Panther Party, with Aaron serving as captain and Elmer serving as second-in-command. Both born in
Chicago, the Dixon family moved to Seattle when their father took a job at Boeing (young Elmer was
only 7 years old when they moved). They grew up in Seattle’s Central District in the Madrona
neighborhood, both graduating from Garfield High School. Their parents taught Aaron, Elmer and
their other brother Michael the importance of fighting for social justice.

In Aaron’s autobiography My People Are Rising, he recalls growing up in Madrona, a neighborhood
within Seattle’s predominantly Black Central District in the 1960s:

“For the most part, Seattle was different from a lot of places in the United States at the time.
Racism was not out in the open ... nevertheless, it was there, hidden, mostly in faraway
neighborhoods.... | remember listening to the older [Black] teenagers in the neighborhood as
they shared their battle stories of venturing out of the Central District, our safe haven, going
to neighborhoods like Ballard, Queen Anne, and Shoreline, and being attacked by
bat-waving white boys... Up on Madrona, we kids were largely insulated from the tentacles of
racism. It was only when we ventured out that it reached us.”*

Aaron recalls one of those pivotal experiences outside the Central District being when he and his
brother Elmer’s tennis team qualified for the Parks Department city championship, which was held at
the Seattle Tennis Club, a prestigious club on Lake Washington which still exists today in 2026 in the
Madison Park neighborhood. The Dixons competed in the only all-minority team, and they won, but
Aaron describes how they were treated:

“Besides receiving trophies, we were supposed to get lunch in the club dining room and a
free swim in the Olympic-sized pool. To our astonishment, they would not allow us in the
restaurant or the pool. Instead, they brought hot dogs out to us and directed us down to the
beach, while we watched the white kids we had defeated being led into the club dining
room.”"#

Aaron explains that his father would often “come home from work at Boeing filled with rage from
dealing with some petty racism”. His mother “had her share of stories of being told lies such as ‘No,
we don’t have any jobs open,’ despite a sign stating the contrary.”*® In November 1961 when Aaron
was 13 years old, he recalls Martin Luther King Jr. making his one visit to Seattle:

“l found myself marching down 23rd Avenue South, walking arm to arm with thousands of
other people of all colors, singing ‘We Shall Overcome’ and other protest songs...
culminating in a large rally and a speech by Martin Luther King... | made my way to the
bandstand at Garfield Park, watching him and listening to his words — words that | had heard
on TV, on the radio, and on record albums... All across the country, thousands of Black,
white, Asian, Native American, and Latino kids, just like me, were slowly making an
unconscious move, positioning for the big push to change America.”*"

One year later in 1962, the Seattle chapter of the National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People (NAACP) sued the school district to end school segregation, a phenomena that was
occurring as a result of decades of racial housing covenants and illegal federal government
“redlining” which had created a de facto racial dividing line at the Lake Washington Ship Canal — with
minority students concentrated in under-funded schools in the south and white students in
well-funded schools in the north. (In a study of test scores between 2009 - 2012, Seattle’s gap in
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academic outcomes between Black and white students was still one of the widest in the country.’*®)
In an attempt to resolve this inequity, the Seattle school district agreed to a voluntary school transfer
program in 1963'*° and, inspired by Dr. King's message, young Aaron Dixon became one of only 250
students who signed up. (It would not be until 1977 when Seattle would become the nation’s first
major city to voluntarily integrate schools via mandatory bussing — one year before the future Seattle
Chapter of the Black Panther Party would cease operation.'?)

Aaron transferred to what he described as “an all-white school called Denny Blaine, located in a
white neighborhood of fine homes called Magnolia, which sat on a bluff overlooking Elliott Bay” and
later continued on to Queen Anne High School, “an all-white high school on top of Queen Anne Hill,
in a middle-class neighborhood of Victorian homes.”'*' He remembers a turning point in February
1965 — around the same time Malcolm X was assassinated — when a high school basketball
championship between white Queen Anne High and his neighborhood’s Black high school, Garfield
High, resulted in a referee calling a “phantom foul” that unfairly declared Queen Anne the victor.
Aaron heard that white kids from Queen Anne “were attacked and beaten after the game” and when
he went to school the next day, he “noticed that the white kids were looking at me strangely, staring
at me like | had shit on my back.” By 1966, Dixon’s junior year, he was “tired of the racism at Queen
Anne [High School] and the whole idea of voluntary [school] integration” and he transferred to
Garfield High School, joining his brother Elmer.'s?

In the spring of 1967, Aaron and Elmer attended a lecture given at Garfield High School by Stokely
Carmichael, the charismatic leader of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) and
one of the original “freedom riders”. The brothers “walked out of the auditorium transformed”."s
Aaron graduated from Garfield in June 1967 and began attending the University of Washington that
same year in September as one of “only thirty Black students”. He remembers writing a term paper at
the UW about Malcolm X that “created a desire to know more about the plight of Black people™'®* and
promptly joined a new Black student organization called the Black Student Union (BSU). He was
energized and inspired by the radical lectures given by the organization’s sponsored guests, and he
and Elmer eventually both also joined the SNCC.

He remembers the first time he had “an actual physical conflict with the cops” was when he and his
friends were arrested at a YMCA on 23rd St in the Central District. A dispute at a “Battle of the
Bands” dance led to “cops showing up and... pushing, shoving, beating us with their batons”. He
goes on to reflect, “They [the cops] did not have to come down on us the way they did. But through
their actions, they brought us together, uniting us and politicizing us, all in one night.” A crowd formed
to chase the cops away and “started throwing rocks and bottles at the white passersby, yelling
obscenities... We erupted that night with Seattle’s first little riot.” The Dixon brothers were arrested
with others and taken downtown, but released a few hours later without being charged.'®

On March 29, 1968, Aaron joined roughly 30 other BSU members'® at a “little sandwich shop across
from Franklin [High School]” for a sit-in to protest the suspension of a Black Franklin High School
student who had been punished while his white aggressor remained in school. The demonstration
led to classes being canceled for the day and, the next day, the suspended Black student was
reinstated at Franklin High'®” and, a few days after that, the biased vice-principal who had suspended
him was transferred to another school.'®® Justice had seemingly prevailed, except there was a catch:
Aaron Dixon along with other demonstrators were charged with “unlawful assembly" a few days later
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also."™ They were handcuffed, taken to the police station and booked for the first time in King County
Jail on April 4, 1968, the same day Martin Luther King Jr was assassinated.

Shortly after this, with Aaron out on bail, the Dixon brothers heard Black Panther co-founder Bobby
Seale speak for the first time in Oakland, California. Seale later flew to Seattle to give his support for
a new Seattle branch of the Black Panthers — the first chapter outside of California — appointing
nineteen-year-old Aaron Dixon as captain and his younger brother EImer as second in command(see

“Seattle Chapter of the Black Panther Party”, 1968)

Aaron Dixon went on to lead the Seattle Chapter of the Black Panther Party with the help of his
brother Elmer through its first four formative years (see “Seattle Chapter of the Black Panther Party”,
1968 - 1978), before being ordered to move to Party national headquarters in Oakland in 1972 where
he worked with national leadership including Huey P. Newton, Bobby Seale, and Elaine Brown.

Meanwhile, Elmer (under parole and unable to move to Oakland), stayed in Seattle and reorganized
the chapter, working to sustain the Party’s free breakfast program and health clinic. EImer maintained
the Panther organization until 1976 when he had a falling out with national Black Panther Party
leadership and parted ways. He worked strategically over the next years to set up the community
programs for continued independent sustainability until the Seattle Chapter officially ceased
operation in 1978.

After the Black Panther Party dissolved as an organization, Aaron worked for several non-profit
organizations focusing on drug and gang violence and working with homeless youth. In 2006, he ran
for the U.S. Senate seat held by Maria Cantwell of Washington state since 2001. Elmer Dixon went
on to found his own diversity consulting firm where he continues to work as principal owner.

Today, Aaron Dixon is the father of six and lives in Albuquerque, New Mexico. Elmer Dixon lll is the
father of five and lives in Port Townsend, Washington.

Mural Artist(s)

Dion Henderson
Dion Henderson completed the mural on the People’s Wall at the Seattle chapter of the Black
Panther Party on Oct. 6, 1970.

Henderson was born to Eugene and Virginia Henderson on July 8, 1941 in Detroit, Michigan, before
the family relocated to Inkster, Michigan, where Henderson graduated from Inkster High School in
1959 and enlisted in the U.S. Army. Henderson served in the military for seven and a half years with
tours in Vietnam. After his service, he settled in Seattle, Washington with his wife Yvonne and
children, Stacy and Sydney.

It was noted that Henderson had a gift and talent for art since early childhood. He studied art at the
Burley School of Professional Art and the Seattle Art Institute, and he taught fashion illustration,
graphic design and Black art history at Garfield High School in Seattle, Washington. SCBPP captain
Aaron Dixon recalls that Henderson was associated with the Black Student Union at the University of
Washington as well as the Black Panther Party, and it was Henderson that approached Dixon about
painting a mural on the street-level retaining wall facing 20th Ave at the SCBPP headquarters at 173
20th Ave.

Local artist Al Doggett remembers: “When | arrived in Seattle in 1967, Dion Henderson was a very
popular and successful Black artist. He was the visual voice of what was going on in the African
American community. With his artwork, his paintings and posters reflected the mood of what African
Americans were experiencing, not only here in Seattle but around the country.”
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The mural Henderson painted on the People’s Wall is described by Doggett as “reflecting the story of
Black American struggles and injustices the Black Panther Party was fighting to overcome.” Doggett

adds that “Dion left his mark on Seattle with the many artworks he produced, and he touched a lot of
people with his ability to help and give of his time and to teach art classes to young people.”

In 1980, Henderson moved to Washington, DC to become an investigative consultant working for the
district government, which he did for 23 years. In 1999, he married Barbara Strother Herron. His
artwork has since been exhibited in Washington and California and has been published in Black
Artists on Art and Essence Magazine. He passed away on October 23, 2010.'°

Eddie Ray Walker
Local Black artist Eddie Ray Walker re-touched paint on the mural in 2008 for the 40th Anniversary of
the SCBPP.

Walker was a graduate of Seattle’s Cleveland High School and the University of Washington. He was
a key figure in founding the Black Student Union (BSU) at the University of Washington around the
same time the Seattle Chapter of the Black Panther Party (SCBPP) co-founders Aaron and Elmer
Dixon were involved. In 1968, the year the SCBPP was formed, Walker participated in a staged sit-in
with the newly-formed BSU at the UW administration building to issue their demands that UW
President Charles E. Odegaard take steps to make the UW campus more accessible and welcoming
for current and future Black students (Walker climbed the side of the UW administration building to
gain access to the UW president’s office). The actions of Walker and others that day would ultimately
lead to the UW’s formation of what is known today as the Office of Minority Affairs & Diversity and
also the Samuel E. Kelly Ethnic Cultural Center.

Two of his paintings — portraits of Frederick Douglass and Sojourner Truth — hang in Seattle's
Douglass-Truth Library a few blocks east of the People’s Wall in the Central District. He passed away
on December 4, 2023."

Central District & Property History

The Central District neighborhood in Seattle, Washington, has a rich history of overlapping
concentrations of diverse minority communities that have historically called it home, including Black
and Jewish families as well as Chinese, Japanese and Filipinos.'®?

William Grose, the second Black American settler in Seattle and a successful entrepreneur and
owner of a famous three-story hotel and restaurant in present-day Pioneer Square (see “Seattle’s
Black American History”), created the anchor of the Central District's Black community when he
purchased 12 acres of heavily wooded land in Madison Valley from Seattle “co-founder” and mill
owner Henry Yesler in 1882. When Grose’s hotel/restaurant burned down in the Great Seattle Fire of
1889, he moved to his Madison Valley property along present-day E. Madison St. & 23rd Ave where
he built a home (which still stands today at 1733 24th Ave) and began selling smaller parcels of land
to other prominent Black families in the city. The area became the Black community’s northern
anchor for what grew into the Central District.

Just two blocks south of the People’s Wall, the Yesler Streetcar opened in 1888 as one of Seattle’s
first streetcar lines, operating on E. Yesler Way until its final run in 1940.'% It ran from Henry Yesler’s
sawmill in Pioneer Square all the way east up the original “skid row” (Yesler Way) and across a giant
trestle bridge that led down to Leschi Park on Lake Washington — once a seasonal Duwamish
settlement frequented by Nisqually Chief Leschi (1808-1858) that was developed in 1889 as a ferry
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landing, boathouse and, eventually, a six-story casino and theatre, roller-skating rink, dance pavilion,
and zoo. (Chief Leschi had reportedly traveled on what would be later called “Yesler Way” to
modern-day Pioneer Square to lead the “Battle of Seattle”, the 1856 ambush of white settlers which
resulted in Leschi’s capture and hanging.) In the early 1900s, residents of 173 20th Ave would have
had prime access to transportation that would take them directly into the business core of Pioneer
Square. Indeed, even before a home was ever built on the site, advertisements in 1899 for lots in
“Dean’s Addition" (where 173 20th Ave was located) boasted the lots were “near Yesler.”'%

From 1890 until about World War I, the specific part of the Central District where the People’s Wall
exists was a predominantly Jewish neighborhood with Eastern European Ashkenazi Jews and
Mediterranean Sephardic Jews living together. This is corroborated by data collected in the 1939
Works Progress Administration (WPA) Seattle Residential Survey, which reveals that the block where
the People’s Wall exists appeared at that time during the Great Depression to be mostly inhabited by
Ashkenazi Jews, while the block across 20th Ave was largely inhabited by Sephardic Jews'®® (Seattle
has the third-largest Sephardic population in the country).

The name “Nissim Chiprut” is listed as the property owner on tax documents for 173 20th Ave
(where the People’s Wall is located) in 1925 and, later, the family of a grocer named “Sam Azose’
is noted as living in the duplex in 1931.'%” Azose was the president of Sephardic Bikur Holim
congregation in 1929'%8 which constructed a synagogue that same year just one block south (see
“Nearby Landmarks — Tolliver Temple Church of God in Christ”). Azose was the son of Solomon
Azose, a Turkish immigrant who was the first Sephardic rabbi in Seattle,'®® and Nissim Chiprut was
Azose’s brother-in-law'”® and worked for the Pacific Coast Coal Company.'”" (Sephardic Bikur Holim
synagogue was sold in 1963 to a predominantly Black Christian congregation, becoming Tolliver
Temple Church of God in Christ, while the Jewish congregation moved to a new synagogue near
Seward Park.)

Planned neighborhoods where developers put racially restrictive housing covenants in their deeds
were widespread by the 1920s in Seattle as was “redlining” by insurers, which confined non-white
families to living in the Central District since they were excluded from other neighborhoods. In the
post-war 1950s, during the “Second Great Migration”, more than 5 million Black Americans migrated
from the South to northern cities like Seattle where many worked for companies like Boeing. By the
1960s and 1970s, the Central District was a majority-Black neighborhood and the epicenter of
Seattle's civil-rights movement. Institutions like Mount Zion Baptist Church and Garfield High School
served as organizing grounds for activists, who fought against segregation in housing, employment,
and education.

In the late 1960s, the Central District neighborhood became home to the first Black Panther Party
chapter outside of California, creating vital community programs like free breakfasts for children and
a free family medical clinic. This history of activism and self-sufficiency has cemented the Central
District's legacy not just as a place where Black people were forced to live, but as a place where they
built their own institutions, fought for their rights, and nurtured a strong cultural identity that continues
to influence the city today.

The Seattle Chapter of the Black Panthers (SCBPP) occupied the duplex at 20th Ave & Spruce St
beginning in 1969, renting the property from J. Cordell Jackson'”? (a Black youth coordinator for
Seattle’s NAACP in 19647, later a marketing manager in 1971). The People’s Wall mural was
painted on the retaining wall at 173 20th Ave and completed on October 6, 1970 (see “The People’
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Wall” for further description of the mural itself) before the SCBPP was forced to vacate the location in
1971. The federal government seized the property and, in 1973, the duplex at 173 20th Ave was
razed, leaving only the southern portion of the People’s Wall. The lot remained vacant for ten years
until a new series of townhomes were built in 1983.

James Berle Standifer, a local Garfield High School graduate with foresight ahead of his times,
recognized the worth of the property and purchased it in 1988, five years after the new townhomes
were built. Born in 1940 in Portland, Oregon, he had moved with his family to Seattle, Washington, in
1945 and graduated from Garfield in 1958, before going on to play football for Pasadena Community
College and later enlisting in the Washington State National Guard in 1962, one year after Martin
Luther King Jr made his one visit to Seattle. His older brother, Floyd Standifer, was a celebrated
Seattle jazz musician and member of the 1960 Quincy Jones Big Band."* James Standifer went on
to marry Gloria Jean O’Neal and, three years before the Seattle Chapter of the Black Panthers was
founded, they had their only child in 1965, Sherryl Lynn Standifer. At the time of his daughter’s
birth, Standifer was one of the founding members of the Kingsmen Social Club and Seattle’s first
African American Antique Car Club, the “Old Rides”"’5. At the age of 48, when his daughter was 23
years old, he made an investment in the neighborhood he grew up in by purchasing the property at
Spruce St & 20th Ave. James Standifer passed away in 2019, leaving the property to his daughter
who has continued her father’s legacy of stewardship for future generations.

In recent decades, the Central District has undergone rapid gentrification and redevelopment, driving
up property values and displacing many long-standing residents. Once home to a population that
was over 80% Black in the 1970s, Black households make up only 10% of the Central District in
2026—a stark demographic shift that reflects the broader pressures of urban development.

Nearby Landmarks

Based on the Seattle Department of Neighborhoods Landmarks Map'’8, the following are nearby
landmarks:

e Douglass-Truth Library (2300 E Yesler Way)
The Douglass-Truth Library at 2300 E Yesler Way is a cornerstone of the Central District, and
its history reflects the evolution of the neighborhood itself. Built in 1914, the building,
designed in the ltalian Renaissance style, was originally named the Henry L. Yesler Memorial
Library. It was unique for its time as the only Seattle library built with city funds rather than a
grant from Andrew Carnegie. For decades, its collection mirrored the diverse community,
holding books in 13 different languages, including the city's main Hebrew, Yiddish, and
Japanese collections. As Black families moved to Seattle post-WWII and discriminatory
housing practices concentrated the community in the Central District, the library was slow to
adapt. In the 1960s, a campaign led by local Black community leaders, including the Alpha
Kappa Alpha sorority, successfully advocated for the establishment of a dedicated African
American literature and history collection. This grassroots effort not only saved the branch
from a potential closure but also cemented its role as a cultural hub. In 1975, a community
vote led to the library being renamed in honor of abolitionist leaders Frederick Douglass and
Sojourner Truth, making it a powerful symbol of the neighborhood's identity and a tribute to
the people who fought to ensure their history was represented and celebrated. In 2026 today,
the library is home to the largest collection of African American literature on the entire west
coast. (Two paintings — portraits of Frederick Douglass and Sojourner Truth — hang in the
front lobby, created by the artist Eddie Ray Walker who also re-touched the People’s Wall in
2008.)

7 de Barros, Paul. “Floyd Standifer | Member of Seattle Jazz Hall of Fame loved city.” Seattle Times: January 24, 2007.
78 “Obituary for James Berle Standifer.” Dignity Memorial: 2019.
76 Fig. 3 “Maps & Diagrams”
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Fire Station #6, Africatown Community Land Trust William Grose Center for Cultural
Innovation (101 23rd Ave S)

The Fire Station at 23rd and Yesler (now known as the Africatown Community Land Trust
William Grose Center for Cultural Innovation) was constructed in 1931 and completed in
1932 by architect George Stewart. It was built on the site of an even older 1894-era
firehouse. For decades, it served its original purpose, housing firefighters and their
equipment to protect the surrounding community. The city decided to decommission it as an
active fire station in 2013 and moved the new Fire Station 6 to a different location. At that
time, the neighborhood was predominantly Black.

The decommissioned building became a focal point in the community's struggle against
gentrification and for the preservation of its cultural heritage. Led by the Africatown
Community Land Trust, community leaders and activists argued that the property should not
be sold for private development — a process that has historically displaced Black residents
from the Central District. Instead, they demanded that the property be transferred back to the
community, making it a symbol of the neighborhood's resilience and a tangible step toward
land ownership and economic empowerment. It was officially designated a Seattle landmark
on June 15, 2005, and is today in 2026 dedicated to William Grose, the second Black
American to settle in Seattle.

Garfield High School (400 23rd Ave)

Garfield High School, located at 101 23rd Avenue, is a historic and cultural landmark in
Seattle's Central District, noted for its central role in the lives of Seattle's Black community.
Opened in 1923, the Jacobean-style building was designed by architect Floyd Naramore and
its student body initially consisted of Jewish, Japanese, and ltalian students until World War
Il when the Central District's demographics began to change. By the 1960s, Garfield had
become a majority-Black high school due to discriminatory housing practices that
concentrated the Black community in the neighborhood. The school became a prominent site
for activism during the civil-rights era, hosting notable speakers like Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
and Stokely Carmichael.

The energy from these school events and the student body's own organizing efforts led to
the formation of one of the first high school Black Student Unions in the state and the birth of
the Seattle Chapter of the Black Panther Party (SCBPP). Celebrated American jazz greats
like Quincy Jones and guitar legend Jimi Hendrix graduated from the high school as well as
both Aaron and Elmer Dixon, co-founders of the SCBPP — along with many of the SCBPP’s
members. Garfield High School remains a symbol of this legacy, recognized for its
contributions to Seattle's civil-rights movement and its continuing role as a central gathering
place for the community.

Langston Hughes Cultural Arts Center (104 17th Ave S)

The Langston Hughes Performing Arts Institute at 104 17th Avenue S was originally a
synagogue built in 1915 for the Orthodox Jewish congregation Chevra Bikur Cholim, which
was a prominent fixture in the neighborhood's early history. As the demographics of the area
shifted in the mid-20th century, the congregation relocated to the Seward Park neighborhood.
The building was acquired by the City of Seattle in 1969 through the federal Model Cities
Program, a government initiative for urban renewal. This was a direct result of advocacy by
Central District citizens who saw the need for a dedicated community center.

Renamed in 1974 to honor the renowned Black writer and poet Langston Hughes (born in
Joplin, Missouri on Feb 1, 1902, and passing away on June 22, 1967, two years prior to the
City’s purchase), the center quickly became a vital hub for Black arts and culture in Seattle. It
has served for decades as a space for performances, film screenings, and educational
programs, nurturing generations of Black artists and performers.
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Providence Hospital, 1910 Building (528 17th Ave S)

The 1910 building of Providence Hospital at 528 17th Avenue South, now part of Swedish
Medical Center's Cherry Hill campus, is a landmark with a history deeply intertwined with the
development of healthcare in Seattle. It was built by the Sisters of Providence, a Catholic
order who had been providing care since the 1870s. Originally opened in 1878, the hospital
began in a remodeled house at 5th and Madison St. It was the first hospital in Seattle. The
1910 structure was a significant expansion of the hospital's mission and remains an enduring
architectural presence in the neighborhood. For decades, it was a central pillar of medical
care for the growing city.

Beyond its general medical function, the hospital has a particularly important, if complex,
history with the Central District's Black community. During a period when other hospitals in
the city denied admitting privileges to Black physicians, Providence was one of the few
places where they could practice. For Black doctors who came to Seattle, Providence
Hospital was a crucial institution, allowing them to serve their community and establish their
medical practice. The hospital's presence and its more inclusive policies made it a vital
healthcare provider for Black residents who faced discrimination and limited access to care
elsewhere. This legacy, while part of a larger history of racial disparities in healthcare,
highlights the hospital's role as a point of access and a place of professional opportunity for a
community that was systematically excluded from other medical institutions.

Tolliver Temple Church of God in Christ (1915 E Fir St)

The Tolliver Temple Church of God in Christ at 1915 E Fir Street is an example of the Central
District's layered history and demographic shifts. The building itself was originally
constructed in 1929 as the Sephardic Bikur Holim Synagogue, a vital cultural and religious
center for the Turkish-Sephardic Jewish community that had established a significant
presence in the neighborhood at that time (Seattle has the third-largest Sephardic population
in America). The president of Sephardic Bikur Holim congregation in 1929 — the year it was
built — was a grocer named Sam Azose who lived in the duplex where the People’s Wall is
located, just one block north of the temple. (Azose’s father, Solomon Azose, had been the
first Sephardic rabbi in Seattle, having immigrated to Seattle from Turkey.) The temple was
designed to be a hub for worship, education and social gatherings, and remains a visible
reminder of the Jewish community's early presence in the Central District.

In 1963, the temple building was sold to a predominantly Black Christian congregation, the
Tolliver Temple Church of God in Christ, while Bikur Holim synagogue moved to a new
location in South Seattle near Seward Park. The temple building transformed into Tolliver
Temple Church of God in Christ, a place of worship and a community hub that played a vital
role in providing a support network for Black migrants arriving in Seattle starting in 1969,
offering everything from spiritual guidance to a safety net of meals and temporary
accommodations. The building's recent designation as a Seattle landmark recognizes this
dual history, symbolizing how a single structure can embody the complex and evolving
narratives of two distinct communities who have both called the Central District home.

Other notable sites nearby include:

Carolyn Downs Family Medical Center (2101 E Yesler Way)

The Carolyn Downs Family Medical Center was originally founded in 1968 by the Seattle
Chapter of the Black Panther Party and it exists in 2026 just a few blocks south and east of
the People’s Wall. Originally named the “Sydney Miller Free Medical Clinic” to honor a
member of the SCBPP who had been shot (see “The People’s Wall” for information about
Miller, whose name is memorialized on the People’s Wall), it was renamed in 1978 to honor
Downs, an early Black Panther community organizer who ran the clinic and who died from
cancer that year'” (Downs’ name is also memorialized on the People’s Wall). In 2026, the

77 Zhong, Michelle. “Carolyn Downs Family Medical Center (1968-)." BlackPast, April 5, 2018.
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medical center is a Federally Qualified Health Center (FQHC) with a mission “to improve the
health of our community by providing caring, high quality, and culturally appropriate primary
healthcare which addresses the needs of people regardless of their ability to pay.” Of the 13
original Black Panther Party-founded health care clinics founded across the country, the
Carolyn Downs Medical Family Center is the only one still in operation.

e Pratt Park (201 20th Ave S)
Just two blocks south of where the People’s Wall is located is Pratt Park, a piece of land that
was first purchased by the City in 1958 as part of the grounds planned for Washington Junior
High School, then later became the site for a park and low-income housing project in 1966,
and finally was named in honor of Edwin T. Pratt in 1976. Pratt was a prominent local
civil-rights leader and Executive Director of the Seattle Urban League, responsible for
leading the effort to desegregate Seattle Public Schools as well as initiatives advocating for
equal housing and employment opportunities. In 1969, he was shot in the doorway of his
home in Shoreline (17916 1st Avenue NE). Witnesses reported seeing two men fleeing the
scene with a third person driving a getaway car. At the request of the Civil Rights Division of
the U.S. Justice Department, the FBI entered the investigation the day after the murder but,
despite this additional manpower, the case was closed after just three and a half months. (In
a piece by the Seattle Post-Intelligencer published 25 years later in 1994, new information
revealed the shooters were potentially hired by local construction contractors concerned
about Pratt's efforts to integrate Black people into the white workforce). The case remains
unsolved'”,

e R&L Home of Good Bar-B-Q, permanently closed (1816 E Yesler Way)
A few blocks south and west of the People’s Wall is the building that formerly housed R&L
Home of Good Bar-B-Q, a restaurant which was originally located a block to the east when it
was founded in 1952 by Rev. Hasting Mitchell along with Rev. Robert and Mrs. Louise Collins
(permanently closed in 2018, although the building still stands in 2026). During the week of
November 8, 1961, when Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. made his one and only visit to Seattle at
the age of 32, Dr. King requested to be taken to a barbeque restaurant by his host Rev. Dr.
Samuel B. McKinney (a former classmate from Morehouse College in Atlanta, Georgia).
Mary L. Davis, daughter of the Collins’ (who later purchased the restaurant in 1962), recalled:
“Martin Luther King came when we were closing [for the night], but because my dad was an
enthusiastic follower of Dr. King, he had to open the door for him and Rev. McKinney.” They
spent several hours eating, talking and reminiscing until the early morning when Dr. King had
to leave on a flight back to Atlanta'”.

78 Trescases, Heather.“Edwin Pratt is murdered outside his Shoreline home on January 26, 1969.” HistoryLink: February 15, 2003.
79 Allen, Aaron. “R&L Home Of Good Bar-B-Que — The End Of A BBQ Dynasty.” Seattle Medium: November 20, 2018.
Houtz, Jolayne. “Louise Collins. barbecue matriarch. dies at 80.” The Seattle Times: January 13, 2002.
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2. PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Site/Wall Description

The People’s Wall is a non-structural, street-level, property line retaining wall facing 20th Ave on the
east border of 1919 E. Spruce St (formerly “173 20th Ave”), first evident in aerial photographs of the
property taken in 1936'®° and in photos of the duplex taken in 1937.'®" Although the duplex that once
stood on the lot was permitted in 190482, built in 190583, and later remodeled in 1930'®, no earlier
photos of the property exist to verify whether the retaining wall was present prior to 1936.

The wall itself is roughly 3 feet 8 inches tall (44 inches total), 38 "% feet long (462 inches), and 7
inches thick, slightly curving around a corner on the north side where a set of six steps used to be.'8®
The wall retains approximately 3 %z feet of level backfill and is built of concrete, scored to appear as if
it were made of cinderblock.'® In 2025, a wooden fence sits on top of the People’s Wall with no
visible attachments, screening a townhouse and driveway built on the property in 1983.¢"

A structural engineering analysis conducted in October 2025 by Francesca Renouard of Swenson
Say Faget notes the wall is “visually plumb” and does not appear to be reinforced, further adding
“though the wall likely does not meet current code [based on the age of construction], we do not
expect the wall to pose a life safety risk at this time.” The analysis concludes that the wall appears
structurally sound with only signs of weathering, including “visible vertical cracks” with the most
prominent crack located approximately 12”-18” from the north end of the wall”, likely caused by
“temperature and shrinkage cracks caused by temperature fluctuations.”

(See “The People’s Wall” for a detailed description of the mural painted by Dion Henderson on the
wall in 1970.)

Alterations

Local artist Eddie Ray Walker re-touched paint on the mural in 2008, adding additional names to the
list of “fallen” members that are memorialized on it (see “Mural Artist(s): Eddie Ray Walker’).

Lot Setting & Plantings

Lot Setting

Between 1870 and 1940, a popular landscaping style was to enhance a property by building a house
on a flat site roughly one to four feet higher than street level, creating a grade change between a
house and the public street.'® This is consistent with the People’s Wall, which is a street-level
retaining wall that sits roughly 3 feet lower than the original duplex built on the property in 1905.'% At
the time when the original property was built, the transition between the two grades was most often
accomplished with “a short section of lawn that sloped up at an angle from the sidewalk.”'® This may

'8 Fig 13. “Images.”
81 Fig 14. “Images.”
82 Fig 30. “Documents & Clippings.”
183 Fig 32. “Documents & Clippings.”

184 Ej . “Documents & Clippings.”

8 Fig 14. “Images.”

8 Jackson, Mike. “Block by Block: The History of CMUs, a Construction Staple.” Architect, Dec. 3, 2020.
87 Fig 17. “Images.”

'8 McAlester, Virginia Savage. “A Field Guide to American Houses.”Alfred A Knopf, New York, 2019: p 93.
8 Fig 32. “Documents & Clippings.”
% McAlester, Virginia Savage. “A Field Guide to American Houses.”Alfred A Knopf, New York, 2019: p 93.
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have been the case with 173 20th Ave in 1905, but there is no photographic evidence until 1936
when the retaining wall structure is already present.'’

Street & Block

Luxury amenities such as sidewalks and utility connections were typical at the turn of the
20th-century for lots that had been platted adjacent to streetcar lines like the Yesler Streetcar which
began operating just two blocks south of the site in 1888."%2 In tax records, it is noted that 173 20th
Ave sat on a street that was “graded” with a “concrete” surface, and “concrete” sidewalk.'®®

The block where the People’s Wall is located is square-shaped with different-sized lots and houses
facing in four directions by 1905'* (unlike the more common rectangular shape of blocks at that time
with houses facing out in only two directions'®). While the neighborhood was effectively a “streetcar
suburb” made possible by the Yesler Streetcar, the relatively random mixture of lot sizes as well as
the varied placement of the houses and outbuildings on the lot'® is characteristic of more rural
neighborhoods.'¥ (Indeed, as late as 1923, a resident at 173 20th Ave advertised a “big Guernsey
cow” for sale.'®®) The lack of uniform front and side lot setbacks on the homes built on this block also
indicates there were no deed restrictions mandating visual unity, characteristic of lower-income
neighborhoods that lacked “protective covenants”," which conversely meant that there were also no
racially-restrictive covenants in place either, allowing a wide range of Seattle’s minorities to make
their homes here.

Plantings

In 2025, the sidewalk planting strip in front of the People’s Wall is planted with grass and a single,
young ginkgo street tree (Ginkgo biloba).?*® Ginkgoes are the world’s oldest living tree species,
known as "living fossils" because their lineage dates back over 250 million years ago, pre-dating
dinosaurs. The distinctive fan shape of the ginkgo’s leaves have remained virtually unchanged since
they first appeared. Once spanning the world (a petrified ginkgo forest exists in Washington state),
these trees were decimated by global changes 65 million years ago and thought to be extinct until
they were “re-discovered” in China in the mid-1700s. Considered to be one of the most fire-resistant
trees, Buddhist monks planted ginkgo trees around shrines to protect these sacred buildings from
burning in potential fires. In Japanese culture, these trees are revered as powerful symbols of life's
ability to endure and thrive even after immense destruction. Indeed, when the atomic bomb was
dropped by the U.S. on Hiroshima, Japan, during WWII in 1945, the first sign of life was reportedly
several ginkgo “survivor trees” that began growing leaves again after the blast.?*' Since then,
ginkgoes have proliferated and come to be known as some of the most resilient trees on the planet,
famous for having survived multiple ice ages and major extinction events. The street tree in front of
the People’s Wall was snapped by vandals in 2024 but — true to the nature of a ginkgo — it is growing
again.

Surrounding Streetscape

The streetscape surrounding the People’s Wall is a tableau of different eras of rapid change.
Neighborhoods in less desirable areas or with fluctuating populations often had their street rhythms
interrupted by vacant lots created by fires or code-enforcement efforts — indeed, after 173 20th Ave
was seized by the federal government and razed in 1973, it was left as a vacant lot for ten years
before several new townhouses facing Spruce St were built in 1983. Further west down the block on
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Spruce St, several older, narrow, working-class Victorian-era homes with no front yards remain from
the early-1900s.2°2 (These houses appear on Sanborn maps dating from 19042%, pre-dating any
structures built at 173 20th Ave.)

Across from the People’s Wall on 20th Ave, the Herzl Congregation synagogue®** was completed in
19252% around the same time the U.S. Immigration Act of 1924 drastically reduced quota limits on
Jewish immigration to America from Europe. (The Herzl Congregation was founded in 1906 by
progressive Orthodox Sephardic Jews two years after the death of its namesake, Theodor Herzl, an
Austro-Hungarian Jewish journalist who founded the World Zionist Organization in 1897 and acted as
its first president, urging Jews to establish their own homeland in what was known then as British
Mandatory Palestine.) A few years later, in 1929, the Seattle congregation voted to become part of
the conservative movement, making it the oldest and largest Jewish conservative congregation in the
city.?® By 1939 when WPA data was collected for the Central District, America was regularly turning
away Jewish refugees seeking entry to the U.S. to flee the rise of Nazi Germany (in one famous case
that same year in 1939, a ship carrying over 900 Jewish refugees was turned away from the U.S.,
resulting in many of its passengers later perishing in the Holocaust).

In 1970, around the same time the Black Panthers occupied the duplex across the street where the
People’s Wall is located, the Herzl Congregation sold the synagogue building to the City of Seattle,
and merged with Congregation Ner Tamid in Mercer Island. The building was remodeled in 19852
and converted to the Odessa Brown Neighborhood Health Center. In 1994, the clinic moved into a
new facility shared with the Carolyn Downs Family Medical Center nearby which, of course, was
originally founded by the Seattle Chapter of the Black Panthers in the duplex that once stood across
the street at 173 20th Ave. (Today, the former Herzl Congregation synagogue is the location of First
Place, Washington state’s first charter school serving children 3 to 5 years old from families
experiencing or at risk of homelessness.?%)

South of the People’s Wall on 20th Ave and across from it on Spruce St., newer “decoupage”-style
townhouses were developed in 20152%° (“decoupage” is listed in the 2013 edition of Virginia Savage
McAlester’s A Field Guide to American Houses as “the most common 21st-Century Modern house”,
characterized as “an orthogonal box, or boxes, designed with two, three, or more wall-cladding
textures and materials” with each wall-cladding “in a slightly different plane”). As demand for Seattle
homes have increased (along with average prices), the streetscape in the Central District has rapidly
changed every year with developers purchasing older homes to raze and redevelop for profit.
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Figure 1. Location of The People’s Wall at 1919 E Spruce St in the Central District of Seattle, Washington.

(GoogleMaps: 2025)
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Figure 3. In 2025, the property records for 1915, 1917 and 1919 E Spruce are incomplete/missing. (iMap

Standard Layer 2025, King County Department of Assessments Property Records)
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-WEST 1/20F LOT 1 &
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BLK 1 OF DEAN'S ADDITION PLAT
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DEANS ADD
W1/20FE1/20F1&
W1/20FE1/20FN10FT OF 2

166:
DEANS ADD S 40 FT

162:
DEANS ADD

163B8:

DEANS ADD

LOT D SEATTLE SP#3018066 REC#
20150609900002 SD SP DAF- LOT 8 SD BLK 1

163A:

DEANS ADD

LOT C SEATTLE SP#3018066 REC#
20150609900002 SD SP DAF- LOT 8 SD BLK 1

1900:
DEANS ADD W %2 OF W %%
1904:
DEANS ADDE %2 OF W %2
1906:
DEANS ADDW % OF E %
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* King County Parcel Viewer Property Record:

hitps://kingcounty.gov/en/dept/kcit/data-information-s:

tkeit/c tion-services/gis-center/maps-apps/parcel-viewer

1913:

DEANS ADD
E120FE1/20F1&
E120FE1/20FN10FTOF 2

1915, 1917, 1919 (all recorded as “19157):
(Blank]

171:

DEANS ADD LOT "A" OF
SEATTLE SP# 3026650

REC# 20180220800017 SD SP
BEING POR OF LOT 9 OF
BLK 1 OF SD ADD

167:

DEANS ADD LOT “C" OF
SEATTLE SP# 3026650

REC# 20180220900017 SD SP
BEING POR OF LOT 9 OF
BLK 1 OF SD ADD

169:

DEANS ADD LOT "B" OF
SEATTLE SP# 3026650

REC# 20180220900017 SD SP
BEING POR OF LOT 8 OF
BLK 1 OF SD ADD

165:

DEANS ADD LOT A

SEATTLE SP#3018066

REC# 20150609900002 SD SP DAF
-LOT 8 SDBLK1

161:

DEANS ADD LOT B

SEATTLE SP#3018066

REC# 20150609800002 SD SP DAF
-LOT8SDBLK1

1908. 1910. 1922. 1924:
[Blank]

Figure 4. No structure exists on the lot yet even though a building permit was granted in 1904. (Sanborn Map
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Figure 5. A structure now exists on the lot. (Sanborn Map 1905-1949, Volume 2, Library of Congress)

Figure 6. “Sewer Card# 466, Front View”, lists address as “173 20th Ave”, dated “Sep 27, 1926". Seattle
Department of Construction & Inspections - Side Sewer Cards and Maps
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Figure 7. Diagrams of “173 20th Ave”; associated date unclear (see Eig 3 “Documents & Clippings”),
although “owner or contract purchaser” name is dated May 29, 1969 (Puget Sound Regional Archives)
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Figure 8. WPA map illustrating that the block where the People’s Wall exists was largely inhabited by

Ashkenazi Jewish households in 1939. (Hatt, Paul. "
District of Seattle in 1939." Ph.D. dissertation, University of Washington, 1945.)
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Figure 9. WPA map illustrating one Japanese household in 1939 lived on the block where the People’s Wall
exists. (Hatt, Paul. "A Study of Natural Areas in the Central Residential District of Seattle in 1939." Ph.D.

dissertation, University of Washington, 1945.)
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Figure 10. WPA map illustrating no Black households in 1939 lived on the block where the People’s Wall
exists, but the block to the north is made up predominantly of Black households. (Hatt, Paul. "A Study of
Natural Areas in the Central Residential District of Seattle in 1939." Ph.D. dissertation, University of
Washington, 1945.)
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Figure 11. WPA map illustrating no Sephardic Jewish households in 1939 lived on the block where the
People’s Wall exists, but the block to the east is made up predominantly of Sephardic Jewish households.
(Hatt, Paul. "A Study of Natural Areas in the Central Residential District of Seattle in 1939." Ph.D.
dissertation, University of Washington, 1945.)
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Images

Figure 13. This 1936 aerial image is blurry, but the retaining wall shadow is clearly visible. (King County iMap
aerial photo, 1936)

Figure 14. While date is not specified, this is possibly the earliest photograph of “173 20th Ave” with
“Improvement Value” recorded on the same document as September 9, 1937 (see full document, Fig 3
“Documents & Clippings”). A concrete street-level retaining wall is present and seems to include a railing on
top; the size of the evergreen trees flanking the front window in Fig. 3 “Images” from 1970 further validates
that the below photo is from an earlier era. (Puget Sound Regional Archives)
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Figure 15. Dated March 22. 1970, this photo of the second headquarters of the Seattle Chapter of the Black
Panthers at “173 20th Ave” shows a duplex residence set above street-level with a small front yard facing
20th Ave (note front window is different from earlier Fig. 2 “Images”, and evergreen trees flanking front
window are more mature). (Congressional Committee on Internal Security Hearings, Exhibit No. 7, 1970)

COMMITTEE EXHIBIT No. 7

Figure 16. Photograph of Aaron Dixon, captain of the Seattle Chapter of the Black Panther Party, in front of
their second headquarters at what was formerly known as “173 20th Ave”, circa 1970. He shows off a sign
advertising the “Welton Butch Armstead Community Center and Sidney Miller Medical Clinic”, both of which
operated from the headquarters during this period. (The Black Panther Party in Seattle, University of
Washington Seattle Civil Rights & Labor Project)



https://depts.washington.edu/civilr/BPP_offices.htm
https://depts.washington.edu/civilr/Panthers1_schaefer.htm
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Figure 17. The People’s Wall, facing 20th Ave. It is topped with a wooden fence, and the sidewalk planting
strip is covered with grass. There is a single young ginkgo street tree. (Photo: Carlos Imani, Elite Collective,
2014)
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Figure 19. The People’s Wall detail of the “New York 21” above the mural’s title and the artist’'s name and
date of “Oct. 6, 1970”. (Photo: Carlos Imani, Elite Collective, 2014)

Figure 20. The People’s Wall detail with names of nine Seattle Black Panther Party members (“Dedicated to
the Fallen”). (Photo: Carlos Imani, Elite Collective, 2014)

Figure 21. Photograph of Aaron Dixon, captain of the Seattle Chapter of the Black Panther Party, in front of
the People’s Wall. (Photo: Date & photographer unknown)
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Figure 22. Facing Spruce St in 2025, “1919 Spruce St” is the blue building on the left; the People’s Wall is on
the far left side of the property facing 20th Ave. (GoogleMaps: 2025)
r ) 3 . s 5l ". . '—"
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Figure 23. View of “1919 Spruce St” shows the People’s Wall facing 20th Ave and a newer, blue townhouse
facing Spruce St (a large, white “decoupage”-style townhouse towers to the left of it). (GoogleMaps: 2025)
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Figure 24. Newer, “decoupage”-style townhouses to the south of the People’s Wall; the wall is visible on the
right. (GoogleMaps: 2025)

)

Figure 25. Facing Spruce St., one of the townhomes from the 1980s on the left is set much further back than
the other homes on this side of the block — a lack of visual unity that is perhaps a remnant of the irregular
size of the lots on this block; indeed, Sanborn maps from pre-1940 (Fig. 5 “Maps & Diagrmas”) reveal a
structure that was similarly set back. (GoogleMaps: 2025)
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Figure 26. These modest, Victorian-era homes facing Spruce St. to the west of 1919 Spruce St are noted in

Sanborn maps from pre-1940 (See Eig 4 “Maps & Diagrams”). (GoogleMaps: 2025)
p— = - A.-'JI‘. - 1 e = _‘q_"'_‘—-__

Figure 27. Across from the People’s Wall on 20th Ave is where the Herzl Congregation Synagogue once
stood, listed as being built in 1925 and later re-built in 1985. (GoogleMaps: 2025)
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Figure 28. Photograph of front room of the Seattle Chapter of the Black Panther Party headquarters at 20th
Ave, lined with sandbags for defense against potential attacks (MOHAI, 1971).

Figure 29. Photograph of members of the Seattle Chapter of the Black Panther Party on steps of capitol in
Olympia, Washington, protesting bill restricting carrying firearms. (Washington State Archives, 1969)



https://historylink.tours/stop/second-headquarters-of-the-seattle-black-panther-party-and-the-peoples-wall/
https://depts.washington.edu/civilr/BPP.htm
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Documents & Clippings

Documents, Ordered by Date

Figure 30. Building permit in 1904 shows a request by “H.W. Scott” to build on “167 - 173 20th Ave” on “Lot 9
- 10, Block 1, Deans Addition to the City of Seattle” including “2 - 1 %2 story frame cottages; the street is
noted as being “graded”. (SDCI microfilm)
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Figure 31. Building permit records for “173 20th Ave” and “173 V2 20th Ave” note the addresses refer to “Lots
9-107, “Block 17, “Deans Addition”; a building permit was granted in 1904 to construct a 1,550 sqft building
and another permit was granted in 1973 to demolish the building, leaving a “vacant lot”. After razing the
building, the address “173 20th Ave” ceases to exist. (SDCI microfilm)
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Figure 32. Tax records show “173 20th Ave” is noted as being built in 1905 and remodeled in 1930, with “Fee
Owner” name included on September 5, 1925 and “Improvement Value” recorded on September 1, 1937

(lower right first page); the land information notes the “grade” is “above 4
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Figure 33. “Sewer Card# 466, Back View”, lists “1919 E Spruce” twice in May 1983 — owner is “Lover
Homes”, contractor is “Aces Four”, approved by “Schnelle”, and inspector listed as “Plat Missing” . Seattle
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Clippings Mentioning “Dean’s Addition”, Ordered by Date

Figure 34. Newspaper ad mentioning Dean’s Addition (doesn’t mention Block or Lot number). Seattle Daily

Times, Saturday, December 30, 1899.

FOR BALB—Corner, 188x100, Dean’s Ad-
dition, near Yeslor ¥, Cheap; £1000
will buy five-room ho end two lots,
‘e%ou to lhduon St “we Alwu I;Itl‘l.
¢ u-put on en_ Anne
' m and l‘wnln Hetglm H, L

rborn, -88 Unlon Block,

Figure 35. Newspaper sale announcement mentioning Dean’s Addition (not Block 1). Seattle Daily Times,
Friday, March 15, 1901.

Samuel V. Ramsey et ux to North Se-
attle Land & Inves"ment Co., si5 lot 1,
bloek 2, Dean’s addifion, $2000.

Figure 36. Newspaper sale announcement mentioning Dean’s Addition (not Block 1). Seattle Daily Times,
Sunday, July 01, 1906.

Part of lots 4 and 5, block 4, Dean’s
Addition, has been sold by the Coryell
Investment Company te Bruece C, Shorts
for the sum of $4,500. The property ls
on the corner of Eighteenth Avenue and
East Fir Street.


https://maps.seattle.gov/sdcisidesewercardviewer/
https://maps.seattle.gov/sdcisidesewercardviewer/
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Figure 37. Newspaper sale announcement mentioning Dean’s Addition (not Block 1). Seattle Daily Times,
Sunday, October 14, 1906.

The latter part of Heptember the sale
was made of lot 9, block &, Dean's Ad-
dition, by C. Plerce Wilson to Julin
White, for the sum of $4,000, the deed
being "just placed of record. Tha prop-
erty is on Eighteenth Avenue, near East
Spruce Stbeat.

Figure 38. Newspaper ad mentioning Dean’s Addition (on 19th Ave & E Spruce St, one block west). Seattle
Da/ly Times, Sunday, September 22, 1907.

., 13a- J.aty -
" DEAN'S ADDITION
Sl-‘l 500—19th Ave.'and E.. Spruce St.. T
room house; entirely modern:
Jot 50x128;: terms cash’ or. it.s
equjvalent. ™ . (32--3%)

Figure 39. Newspaper sale announcement mentioning Dean’s Addition (not Block 1). Seattle Daily Times,
Sunday, March 05, 1911.

The east 40. feet of lots 4 and 5, block
4, Dean's Addition, have- been soid ' to
Geo. P._Rossman by Lottie B.- Roiwley,

for 2 consideration of $7,500. .This prop-
erty Is-on Eighteenth~ Avenie between
Iast Spruce and Bast Fir: “Stredts.

Figure 40. Newspaper sale announcement mentioning Dean’s Addition (not Block 1). Seattle Daily Times,

Sunday, August 06, 1922.

To Jack Israel for Frank J. MeDou-
gal, Int 6, in block 2, of Dean's Addl-
tion) 50x128 feel, on west side of 20th
Avenue, between Spruce and Alder
Streets, for $900.

Figure 41. Newspaper sale announcement mentioning Dean’s Addition (on 19th Ave & E Spruce St, one
block west). Seattle Daily Times, Sunday, March 23, 1924.

tion and three lots for XL ‘I. ;Adler in
Dean’s Addition at 1%th and Spruce.

Select Clippings Mentioning “173 20th Ave”, Ordered by Date

Figure 42. Ad mentioning a “big Guernsey cow” available at “173 20th Ave” on corner of Spruce St. Seattle

Daily Times, Sunday, May 06, 1923.
| FOR SALE-—Big (Guernsey ¢ow. in-
|7 guire 173 20th Ave. corner Spruecs.

Figure 43. Ad mentioning “6-room modern home” at “173 20th Ave” near “4 good car lines”. Seattle Daily
Times, Sunday, July 03, 1921.
BY OWNER—351,500: 6-room modern

home. basement. furnace, fine cor-

ner lot 50x88; 4 good car lines. 133
__ZDLh Avel Phone Eask 5126,
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Figure 44. Article mentioning building of Sephardic Bikur Holim Synagogue and Sam Azose as president.
Seattle Daily Times, Monday, July 08, 1929.
Seattle Jewish Communitly Cele-

brates Event for Stiucture Due
for Services in Fall.

Hundreds cf members of Seattle's
Jewish community yesterday cele-
brated the leying of the cornmerstone
of the new Sephardic Blkur Holim
Synagogue, which is expected to be
‘ready for services this fali on Rosh
Ashana, the Jewlsh New Tear.

Among the speakerz at the cera-
montes were Rabbi Abraham Mai-
mon, Rabbl David Bahar; P. Allen
Rickles, president of the Blkur Holim
congregation; Dr. Harry Tarfea;
Morris Hannan, president of Ezra
Bessaroth Synagogue: Jack Castaon,
chalrman of the new synagogue, and
Sam Azose, president of Sephardic
Bikur Holim congregation.

Figure 45. Announcement mentioning the April 20th birth of a boy for a couple living at “173 20th Ave”.
Seattle Daily Times, Friday, May 01, 1931.

BIRTHS.

Mr. and Mrs, Carl E. Christropher-
son, Preston, April 24, girl .

Mr, -and Mrs. Samuel Azose, 173%
20th Ave., April 20, boy.

e AEE

Figure 46. Article noting the 5-year old son of a couple living at “173 20th Ave” involved in an accident.
Seattle Daily Times, Thursday, November 12, 1931.

Two 5-Year-Olds
'In Hospitals After
Auto Accidents

Two §-yvear-old boys were in hospl-
tals today after being hit by auto-
mobiles.

Solomon, the son of Samuel
Azose, 1731 20th Ave., suffered a
broken leg and was taken to Harbor-
view Hospital when he attempted to
run across Lthe street in front of
Ernest Porter's automobile, Porter
lives at 115 23rd Ave. N. The acci-
dent oceurrcd at 23rd Avenue and
East Fir Street.

Joseph Iivoshi, the other child,
was taken to City Hospital for treat-
ment of cnts and bruises, after he
was hit at First Avenue South and
Main Street when hs atiempted to
paes in frent of W, H, Williams' ma-
china, The boy lves at 120 Filth
Ave. 80 Willinms lves at 802 W
86th St. He was accompanied by Ed
Cumminsg, 29 wvears old, of 2923 1Gth
Ave. 5.W.
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Figure 47. Article mentioning a resident of “173 20th Ave” was threatened by a man “throwing dishes and
whirling a chair around his head” at a “religious fete”. Seattle Daily Times, Tuesday, October 22, 1935.

Man Accused .
Of ‘Threats’ At
Religious Fete

Leon Altras, 1824 Yesler Way,
was charged with “voicing
threats” at a religious banquet
in a complaint filed in dJustice
Willinm Hoar's court yesterday
by Deputy Prosecutor B. Gray
Wamer.

The complaint charged Altras
of threatening Isane Maimon,
1807 E. Alder St.; Eli Calderson,
337 27th Ave, and Sam Azose,
178 20th Ave, Warner said
Altras, 54 years old, threw the
hanquet into an uproar Sunday
when he started throwing dishes
and whirling a chair around his

head,

Figure 48. Obituary for Rachel Azose, wife of Solomon Azose, the first Sephardic rabbi in Seattle at
Sephardic Bikur Cholim from 1911-1919; she came to Seattle from Turkey and her children included son

“Sam S. Azose” and daughter “Nessim Chiprut”. Seattle Daily Times, Thursday, April 09, 1964.

@he Sreaftls Times 55
Thursday, April 2, 1964 -

[ e

'

'..ur..aw,.w_..

Rifes Set For =
Mrs. salo-mon
Azose, 9%

Funeral . servzces for Mrs
Rachel Senyora Azose, 96, who
came to Seattle in 1911, were

Jheld yesterday in the Jewish

Chapel, with burial in the

{Sephardic Brotherhood Ceme-

tery.

Mrs. Azoss, who hved at the
Galland Home, 7500 Seward
Park Av. S, d:ed Tuesday
in a huspil.al. Her husband,
Rabbi Solomon Azose the first
Sephardxc rabbi in Seattle,
dled in 1220,

" Mrs. Azose came here {mm-
Turkey, her birthplace. Her
husband was spiritual leader
of the Sephardic Bikur Cholim
Congregation from 1911 to 1919 -
- Mrs. Azose was a member
of the Bikur Cholim Ladies’

Auxiliary and of the Sephardic
Sisterhood.

Survivors are two sons, Leo
Seattle, and Sam S. Azose,
Los Ange!es three daughters,
Mrs. Nessim_ Chipret, Mrs.,
Esther Amira and Mrs. Marco
J. Calvo, all of Seattie; 20
grandchi]drpn 42 great—grand,-
children, and two great- greal.-
g‘randchlidren

The family requests that re-.
membrances be made to Bikur

-

Cholim Congregaticn’s bm!dmg
lhmd
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Select 1968 Clippings Mentioning “Black Panther Party”, Ordered by Date

Figure 49. Seattle Daily Times, Friday, March 29, 1968.

Early During
School Sit-In

Classes at Franklin High
School were dismissed at
1:45 p. m. today, before the
last class period, during a
sit-in by young persons pro
testing the suspension of one
or two students at the school.

Dr. Forbes Bottomly, su-
perintendent of schools, said
50 to 75 students partici-
pated in the sitin in and
around the principal's office
which began about 12:30
p. m.

“There seem to be some
older outside students in-
volved, a group. of S.N.C.C.
(Student Nonviolent Coordin-
ating Committee) young
people protesting the sus-
pension of one or two stu-
dents,” Bottomly said. He
said he did not know the de-
tails of the suspension,

" Bottomly said that the
group conferred with Loren
Ralph, principal, after the

dismissal and that *“‘others
drifted in.”

Page 59
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Figure 50. Seattle Daily Times, Saturday, March 30, 1968.

Non-Franklin Students Led
Negro Sit-In, Says Principal

By -DON HANNULA
A sitsin by an estimated
100 Negro youths which re-
sulted -in early dismissal of

classes at Franklin__High

Schaol yesterday was led by
several who were not Frank-
lin. students, Loren Ralph,
principal, said.

However, he estimated
that between 60 and 70 of the
youths who refused to leave
hig-office in protest over the
suspension of two Negro stu-
dents at the school were
from Franhliu.

RALPH SAID the leaders
were identified as members
of the Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committes and
the Black Student Union,
which—~has chapters at the
University of Washington
and at Garfield High School.
Ralph.said he was told some
of the - demonstrators were
from- Garfield High Scheol
as well as the University of
‘Washington.

The youths took over his
office. at about 12:45 p. m.
They did not leave the
school until abont 3:45 p. m.
Classes were dismissed at
1:45 p.m.

Before the youths left, it
was agreed that the entire
problem would he aired af 16
4. m. Monday in the Seattle
Human Rights Commission
office. :

Some of the demonstrators
also ‘were to meet today at
the Central Area Motivation
Program headqgoarters. :

Five detached workers
from C. A. M. P. and other
area leaders were called to
the school by officials fo talk
to the demonstrators. They
included Tom Givan, C. A.
M. P."s youth-services spe-

ialist, Vince Hayes, direc-
tor, and Bob Flowers, assist-
ant diréctor, of the State
Multiservices Center and Y.
Philip Hayaska, the Human
Rights Commission director
and John C. Eichelberger,
assistant director. All are
Negroes with the exception
of Hayasaka. :

The demonstrators virtual-

Figure 51. Seattle Daily Times, Monday, April 01, 1968.

LOREN RALPH

ly took over the principal's
office shortly after Ralph
talked Lo one of the two sus-

pended stucents, and refused .

to rescind the suspensions.
The two N=groes were sus-
pended Thursday after a
hallway scuffle with a white
student. Ralph said one of
the Negroes reportedly. made
“g direct or implied threat”
to Charles F. Shearer, assist-
ant principal, when the scuf-
fle was brcken up.

RALPH SAID the student
who was reported to have
threatened Shearer came to
Ralph's office, asked to be
reinstated, then walked
across the street after the
refusal and brought back a
group of Negro youths from
The Beanery across the
street.

The principal said they de-
manded that “our black
brothers 'be put back in
school” and promised not to
leave until this was done,

‘The suspension of the com-
plaining strdent, a senior,
was for an indefinite time.
The other was suspended
only until Monday.

Ralph said about 100 stu-
dents crowded into his 16 -
foot - by - 16 - foot office,
making demands for 15 or 20
minutes. He said they
wanted to talk to Shearer,
but he had sent the assistant
principal home.

He said some of the youths

suggested he be held hostage'

until he could be fraded for
Shearer, but the Franklin
students interceded on his
behalf and he left the office
after about 20 minutes.

Then the demonstrators
drifted in and out of the of-

fice and around the first
floor of the school. The
plumbing in an office rest
room was knocked from the
wall, several eggs were
splattered on walls and some
windows were broken. Police
estimated damage at $1,000.

Students gathered in the
anditorfum for talks before
finally leaving.

A sizable contingent of po-
lice was standing by in a
parking lot at Sicks’ Stadium
to clear the school if
Tecessary.

Word wae epread in the
school that at 5 p. m. police
would clear the building.

The demonstrators = had
several other grievances,
and some sought the ouster
of Shearer.

When it was all over,
Ralph said:

“Monday we will discuss
the whole problem of inter-
relations at Franklin, But
there is a bigger problem —
can a mob or a group of pro-
testors go into any lic
establishment and force
their will on the administra-
tion whether, the administra-
tion is right or wrong?™

WHETHER OR not there
will be further suspensions
becalise of the demonstra-
ton will be discussed Mon-
day. Ralph said the ITuman
Rights Commission’s “good
offices will be dsed, but it
will have to be a school deci-
sion.”

About 20 per cent of
Franklin's 1,900 students are
Negro. Ralph said he felt re-
lations had been good and
pointed out that three of the
past four student-body presi-
dents have bean Negroes.
However, he said he had no-
ticed tension building among
Negro students for the past
few days. He said some had
been meeting with outside

. groups.

Ralph agreed to have four
students represent the dem-
onstrators at Monday's
meeting. “However, they
must be Franklin students,™
he said.

He said ail of the problems
of the situation would be dis-
cussed at the meeting. -

Franklin Student Is Reinstated

A student whose suspen-
sion led to a sit-in at Frank-
lin_High School Friday was
ordered reinstated by school
officials this afternoon after
an all-cay meeting at the
Human Rights Commission
office in the City Hall.

Jack Greaves, assistant
superintendent for second-
ary schools, said the student

pension.

discrepancies in reports of
events which led to the sus-

Greaves also said that
Franklin students who took
part in the sit - in Friday
would be disciplined and
that outsiders who partici-

pated would be charged with

was reinstated because of tails.)

siolation of the city's loiter-
ing ordinance..
(See Page 8 for earlier de-
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5 Face Imprisonment

Charges Filed in Franklin Sit-In

Disciplinary action was taken foday by the prosecu-
tor's office and the Seattle Schocl District against youths
involved in a demonstration Friday at Franklin High Schoal
over the suspension of a Negro senior there.

Prosecutor Charles O. Carroll filed charges of unlaw-
ful assembly against five young men.

Two other youths, both 17,
were charged in Juvenile
Court with coercion, unlaw-
ful assembly and vagrancy
for activity in and near the
office of Loren Ralph,
Fr]ank'lin High Schiol princi-
pal.

One juvenile is a student
at Garfield High School and
the other at Franklin. Their
names were not disclosed.

At the same time, the
school  district  suspended

graduate.

His brother, Richard Gos-
sett, 18, of 2356 22nd Ave. 5.,
a Highline Community Col-
lege student and 1967 gradu-
ate of Franklin.

Trolice Flavors, 18, of 2402
S. Irving St, a Franklin
junior.

Aaron’ Dixon, 19, of 205
3rd Ave., a student at the
University of Washington.

Dr. Forbes Bottomiy, su-

nine Franklin students, eight
boys and a girl.

Some students gathered in
the auditorium and around
the principal’s office after
news of the disciplinary ac-
tion was learned at the
school, but they later re-
turned to classes.

All of the five charged
with unlawful assembly are
Negroes. They are:

Carl Miller, 23, of 2800 E.
Madison St., president of the
Seattle Chapter of the Stu-
dent Nonviolent Coordinating
Committee and a University
of Washington freshman.

Larry Gossett, 23, of 2356
2nd Ave. S., Washington-

Oregon coordinator for the .

Black Students Union and a
University of Washington
student and a 1963 Franklin

il of schools, said

the nine

with their parents about

their future,” Bottomly said.

“I am convinced that the
parents of the students at
Eranklin_High School want
arder and good discipline to
be maintained at that school.
I am also convinced that the
vast majority of the stuzdents
of Franklin want to continue
their studies and pursue
their programs free from the
turmoil inflicted by outsid-
ers.
“Therefore, disciplinary
action is being taken with
Franklin students who have
been identified as Thaving
taken part in the disturbance
fast Friday. Also, charges
are being filed against those

were identified by Ralph “as
being in his office and parti-
cipating in the defiance of
aulbority.”

“They will have an oppor-
turity to seek readmission
by appealing to the superin-
tendent and this will be de-
termined through discussions

ders who unlawfully en-
tered the building and parti-
ipated in the a-
tion.

“While the district stands
ready at all times to discuss
grievances with studenzs and
parents, it will also, with the
support of the city and coun-
ty, use whatever meams are

PARTLY SUNNY

Weather Bureau forecast: Showers
tonight. Partly sunny tomorrow. High,
-48; low tonight, 40. South wirxds, 10
to 20. Chance of rain: 60% tonight;
20% tomorrow. High yesterday, 61;
low overnight, 49. (Report, Page C-15;
pass, ski

report, Page -76.)

required to maintain order
and a good learning environ-
ment in its buildings.”
Wiliam L. Kingel, chief
criminal deputy prosecutor,
and Neal J. Shulman, assist-
ant chief criminal deputy,
said the unlawful-assembly
charge is a gross misde-
meanor that carries a pen-
alty of up to six months
gpr]sonment and a $500
e

Justice Court Judge Evans
D. Manolides set bail on
each of the five charged at
$1,500.

The charge asseris the
five willfully and unlawfully
did a2ssemble with two or
more persons with intent to
carry out a porpose in such
manner as to disturb the
public peace. The charge ac-
cuses them of attempting or
threatening an act tending
toward a breach of the
peace and of injury to per-
soas or property. -

Tts - were that up to
100 MNegro youths, between 60
and 70 of them Franklin stu-
dents, demonstrated at the
school Friday and entered
the principal’s office.
Classes were dismissed
early on that day because of
what was called a “sit-in.”

The suspended student was
reinstated after the Human
Rights Commission held a
five-hour hearing Monday
and made that recommenda-
tion.
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Money Given for 4

In Franklin Profest

Money, primarily from the
white community, poured in
last night and today to meet
bail set on -four young
Negroes charged yesterday
with unlawful assembly at
Franklin_High School Fri-

day.

The fifth youth, Richard
Gossett, 18, was releaszed on
$750 bal last night.

ALONG WITH the money
came outcries of excessive
bail set for the youths.

There was at least $5,000
available today as attorneys
for the four went to courl w
further argue reduction of
the bail.

The arrests resulted from
a demonstration by about
100 Negro youths in the prin-
cipal's office at Franklia
over the suspension of a
MNegro senior there. The sen-
ior was reinstated, but nine
Franklin students who parti-
cipated in the demonstration
were suspended yesterday.

Remaining in jaii last
night were Carl Miller, 23,
president of the Searttle
Chapter of the Student Non-
viclent Ceordinating Com-
mittee; Larry Gossett, I3,
Washington-Oregon coordi-
nator for the Black Student
Union at the University of
Washington; Trollis Flavors,
I3, a sevior at Franklin, and
Aaron Dixon, 19, University
of Washington student.

Bail on Miller and Larry
Gossett had been set at §1,-
500 apiece, $1,250 for Dixon

“and 51,006 for Flavors.

At a meeting last night of
the Municipal League of
Seattle and King County's
new Urban Social Problems
Commitiee, the Rev. Mineo
Katagiri called for raising
money to fres Miller,

bail fund was called for, but
no vote was taken. Instead,
LeSourd took up a collection,
which netted -§1,500.

LeSourd tried ro free Mil-
ler, but his personal check
would not be accepted at the
jail. LeSourd also learned at
that time three others were
in jail. Miller told LeSourd
that under the circum-
stances he would prefer to
remain in jail. He told Le-
Scurd not to waste 5150 fee
to get a bail bondsman to
take care of the matter.

LeSOURD said the $1,500
would be used toward the
bail of all four, if necessary.

Before taking up the col-
lection, LeSourd suid:

"1 ask you to do this noz
because Martin Luther King
was killed, nol because it
might stop a riot but be-
cause it is fair for him (Mil-
ler) 10 be out and not be in
jail. It isn't whether you be-
lieve he is guilty or not
guilty or whether he should
have done what he did, but
whether he should be in jail
for a misdemeanor under
this sort of bail."

John Serenson, a board
member of the American
Civil Liberties {nion, mohbil-
ized fund-raising efforts in
Believue and Medina. A total
of $050 was raised there. The
Bellevue First Congregation-
al Church committed its en-
tire discretionary fund of
§500, Sprenson said. The
Rev. John A. Huston, Epis-
copalian priest in Medina
acting as an individual, cal-
lected a major share of the
remaining $450.

Alex Gottfreid, University
of Washington professor and
president of the Free Prison
er Bail Fund. said his sroun
was ready to give as much

Figure 54. Seattle Daily Times, Frlday, April 05, 1968.

4 in Franklin Protest Plead Not Guilty

Fuur m‘ five yuung mmren
charged’ w:th ‘unlawful as-
sembly in .connection with
the Franklin High Scjmo]
demonstration last Friday
pleaded innocent yesterday
before more-than 50 of their
friends and relatives.

The spectators rose and
applauded the four as they
entered the courtroom. Jus-
tice court judge Evangeline
Starr called for quiet three
times during the hour-long
hearing.

At the hearing a request
was made for bail reduction.
William. L. Kinzel, chief
criminal deputy prosecutor,
and Neal J. Shulman, assist-
ant chief, opposed the reduc-
tions.

Michael Rosen and Mrs.

XKenneth Young, both of. the room. walhng for the hearing - .reason they are excited and
-American le Libert 10,

Union, and Gary Gayton rej
mented Carl Miller,.. 23;
Aaron Dixon, 19, and Trolice
Flavors, 18. Andrew “Young
represented Richard Gossett,,
18. Gossett’s brother, Larry,
23, also charged, surren-
dered last evening. i

WHEN THE judge refused. -

to allow the four to go free
without bail, Rosen said he
would renew " his .motion

today before Justice Court”

Judge James Dore.
However, the bail-reduc-
tion matter was referred to
Superior Court Judge Frank
James. A hearing was
scheduled this afternoon.
Some 200 youths milled in
corridors outside the court-

N JAbout 225 deputy -
sheriffs ‘were standing by
-end jnsert.b

Bail for Richard Gossett
was reduced to $750. Bail
was ;postéd and he was re-
leased last night. ..

Judge Starr refused to re-
duce the bail for Millér, but
dropped it to $1,250 for
Dixon and to $1,000 for Fla-
VOrs.

During one of the out-
bursts, Rosen said: “The

B am excited is that

four : 0 ﬂha.r ‘friends eing
told, in effect. l.hey are dan-

‘Rosen .sald dewul of jus-

_-tice” is one of the offenses

-against hlack ‘people. All of
those charged, e said, are
members- jof ‘the. Student
Nonvminnt Coordinating
Councnl i p

ROSEN SAID_he wuuld as-
sume-personal responsibility

“for- Dixon and - Miller. He

contended a high bail serves
as punishment and deprives
those charged of their educa-
tion.

Falvors is a senior at
Franklin, Gossett goes to

_ Highline Community College

and Dixon and Miller attend

the University nl Washmg—
ton.

After !he hntiu, a num-
ber of spectators, obviously
upset, said violent® criminals
are freed with lower bail.

Rosen argied there was no
violence or injury at the
Franklin demonstration. He
said it was a protest. But
Kinzel said facts produced

at the trial would prove there
was violence.

Up to 100 Negro youths
demonstrated at the school

- last Friday and entered the

principal’s office. Classes
were dismissed early be-
cause of the “sit-in." It
began over the suspension of
a Megro senior who was
reinstated fuliowing a hear-
ing before :he city’s Human
Rights
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300 Cheer Bail Rejection
In Franklin High Sit-InCase

_y 400 courtroom

Spee;t&tors cheered yesterday
~when presideing Superior
Coirt’ Judge Frank D.
James freed four youths
éhargerl with unlawful as-

‘I'he declsm,
l‘ha] freed all five charged .
zn Cconnection wilh a Frauk-
i Ti'gh School demonstra-

»Belore he heard any argu-
!:nent, Judge James elicited

a-promise from the leader-
ship of the spectators that
the:e would be no demon-

H:E BEGAN the hearing
by calling for ali to stand in
2 moment of silence “out of
respect for the loss of a
great Amerzcan, Dr. Martin
Luther Kin,

"The murtmnm was ringed
by. deputy sheriffs, some m
uniform and some not.
issue of bail was taken to
Superior Court on a petition
contending the $1,500 bail set
was excessive and in viola-
tion of the state and federal
Constitutions. But that lssue
vever really was argued.

.Judge James freed four of
the defendants without bail

own assurance they
wmxld appear for frial. A
fifth, Richard Gossett, was
freed on $750 bail Thursday
night.

The others were released
from the county jail shortly
after 4 p. m. vesterday. They
are Trolice Flavors, 18;
Aaron Dixon, 18, Carl Miller
and Larry Gossett, both 23.

When Justice Court Judge

2. Evi e Starr declined to

.eliminate  bail, American
Civil Liberties Union attor-
neys said they would renew
their motion the trial
judge, James J. Dore. But
Judge Dore said he pre-
ferred the motion be heard
in Superior Court, Judge
James said.

The trial will be held in
Justice Court before Judge
Dore. No date has been set.

Before ‘the hearing, de-
fense attorneys said bail
money was available for all
the defendants, but they
would prefer a hearing on
the question of excessive
bail.

Most of the spectators
began waiting for a hearing

at 11 a. m., but it was put °

off until the afterncon be-
cause Michael Rosen, A. C.
L. U. attorney, was prepar
ing a petition for the hear-
ing.

Judge James started out
by saying, “This i3 a court
n{justice, It belongs to all of

us
Before the judge took the

bench, one of the leaders of
the spectators told the others
about ‘the promise of mo
demonstration and explained

that it was Judge James '

who last year ruled that
Stokely Carmichael could
speak at Garfield High
School.

THE QUIET during the
hearing -was in marked con-
trast to periodic applause
during the Justice Court
hearing Thursday.

William L. szef chief
criminal deputy prosecutor,
and Neal J, Shulman, assist-
ant chief criminal deputy,
argued that Judge James
did not have durisdiction to
hear a bail reduction motion,

“I think technically you
are right,” Judge. James
said, But, he added, “T be-
lieve that public policy re-
quires that this matter be
disposed of. We're. going fo

_funetion.”

In releasing the defendants
on their personal recogniz-
ance, Judge James noted
that bail is only to assure
appearance at the trial. He
said there has been a mis-
conception of the function of
bail.

“There i a new Tecogmi-
tion that this use of bail has
‘heen wrong in principle and
actually harmful,” he said.

Page 63

Figure 56. Article mentioning Black Panther Party “will be formed soon in Seattle”. Seattle Daily Times,
Saturday, April 20, 1968.

Black Panther
Group Plans
Seattle Unit

JIMMY GARRETT

A Black Panther Party for
Self Defense unit will be
formed soon in Seattle, Jim-
my Garrett, Western coordi-
nator for the Black Students
Union, said here yesterday.

Garrett, of the San Fran-
cisco Bay area, said the
chapter ueit will be formed
in part to combat “pelice
harassment.”

Garrett, who also is chair-
man of the party’s advisory
council, said at the Universi-
ty of Washingtnn that “inte-
gration is an empty notion”
and refused to discuss it fur-
ther, He was the final speak-
er in a “black stiuggle™ pro-
gram spensored by the [’ul.ut—
ical Union.

The militant extremist or-
ganization will stage an “In-
ternational Day of Protest”
May 6 to coincide with the
beginning of the Huey P.
Newton trial, Garrett said.

Newton. the Panthers’
“defense  minister” is in
prison on charges that he
killed & policeman and
wounded another.
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Figure 57. Seattle Daily Times, Saturday, May 18, 1968.

Franklin High
Complaints To
Be Answered

“A response will be made
Monday by the Seattle
Sghol Board to complaints
-a Mount Baker Improve-
ment. Club_ committee_about
the racial climate at Frank-
i High School and its prin-
., Loren Ralph.
. o club’s Franklin High
Sdhool committee has asked
that Raiph be replaced.
-Dr, Forbes Bottomly,
school superintendent, said
the board’s positions on the
cofaplaints wull be made pri-
vately to club leaders.
«Three members of the
D ittee are scheduled to
with an investigator for
the State Board Against Dis-
crimination Monday regard-
ifig- the situation. They ap-
peared at Thursday's anti-
diserimination board meet-
iug, seeking to file a discrim-
ma,ucm complain against
lph.

B Erau.k]m was closed early
March 29 when 100 Negro
yodﬂ:s, including many from

oitside the schonl, tonk over
Ralph's _office to protest the
of two: Franklin
stidents. The school was
closed early and several ar-
raits and student suspen-
sipns were made later.

‘At that time protestors de-
mianded reinstatement of the
two students and the ouster
ofi'Charles F. Shearer,
Franklin vice principal. The
stidents were reinstated and
Shearer has been frans-
ferred.

Figure 58. Article mentioning failed challenge to the “trial of five young men charged with unlawful assembly
in connection with a [March 29th] demonstration at Franklin High School

June 06, 1968.

Challenge to Sit-In
Tria! to Be Dropped

The trial of five young
men charged with unlawful
assembly in connection with
a demonstration at Franklin
High School will proceed as
scheduled in Justice Court
Monday rather than being
delayed bv a challenge of
the court’s jury-selection
system.

Carl Miiler and Aavon Dix-
on, two of these charged aft-
er the March 29 sit-in, today
announced they have in-
structed the American Civil
Liberties Union to drop the
challenge of the jury-selec-
tion system as part of their
case.

THE SYSTEM does not
provide for questioning of
prospective jurors, Michael
Rosen, A. C. L. U. attorney,
said. The system also has
the effect of excluding
Negroes from the juries, he
said. The five defendants are
Negroes,

The system will be chal-
lenged, however in a sep-
arate case, Miller and Rosen
said.

The trial will be in the
court of Judge James J.
Dore.

Miller said the decision not
to take any action delaying
the trial was based on a feel-
ing that the case should be
kept in “public focus.”

Judge Dore yesterday re-
jected a challenge of the
jury selection system. Rosen
and Frederic Tausend, asso-
ciated with Rosen in the
case, argued the system is
unconstitutional.

Neal Shulman, assistant
chief criminal deputy prose-
cutor, had argued that jurors
are selected at random.

the |

DIXON  SAID  also
Black Panther Parly be- |
lieves Negroes should be

tried by all-Negro juries be-
cause “a peer group is
somenne from the same ra-
cial and historical
ground as you.”

back- |

To go on trial are Miller, |

23, Dixon, 18, Larry Gossett,
23, his brother Richard, 18,
and Tralice Fiavors, 18.
Following the press confer-
ence Rusen filed a motion in
Superior Court
hearing on the Justice Court

seeking a !

jury systes1. Superior Court |

Judge Frank D. James set a
hearing for this afterncon.

”. Seattle Daily Times, Thursday,
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Figure 59. Article mentioning Aaron Dixon is convicted of “unlawful assembly in connection with a
disturbance at Franklin High School March 29” Seattle Daily Times, Friday, June 14, 1968.

XJusﬂce Couri‘ jury yes--

5 tetday found three young

«isémbly in connection with a

disturbance at Franklin High-

School March 29 and acquit-
ted twn uthers of the sa.me

.Th,a Jury- of ﬂu‘ee men and

A ;bhﬁ:eo women deliberated

qllout an hour before return-

~ing ‘the verdict to Judge

James J. Dore. Sentencing
was set for July 1.

Emmcted were Larty Gos-

, @&arop, Dixon) 19,

bar] Miller, 23. Found

mnocent ‘were Richard Gos-

4 Sett, 19, and Trolice Flavors,

1¥8:

; -WITNESSES testified dur-
fing the four-day trial that
- the -demonstration developed

N guilty - of unlawful as--

Franklin’ students, Flavors

~and his cousin, Charles Oliv-
er. . eI

Loren R. Ralph, Franklin
principdl,’ told- thé ‘jury that
up to 50 Negroes forced their

way into his office and “took *

it over completély™
12:50 p. m. March.29:

Ralph'said he had met ear-
lier that day with a group of
Negroes concerning the ‘sus-
pensions.  Oliver,. Flavors
and three other Franklin stu-
dents were in his office to
get his decision on the sus-

'a'i:?ﬂut

]ust hefore the gmup burst

Du:on led the group, ‘.Ralph
testified. The principal testi-
fied that one of the. demon-

strators held his arms-from-
behind. He said he was able -

it a-

pensions;just - before 1.he sm— &

from the suspension of

two

to get out of the office, but

when he retumed atter 'the_'

demonstrators “left he' found
“shambles.” He said
there were cigaret bums in
the rug, carvings on the win-

* dow sills and broken fixtures

in an ;adjoining restmcm
‘Defense attorme)
that the staté ‘had failed to
produce any md:ence the de-
were
for the damage or “that they
had advocated violence,
“We have the wrong peo-
ple on trial,” Michael Rosen,
American Civil L.iberties Un-

! b h
osen said: Mﬂlér “recog-
nized as a respomnsible leader

* that the only way to avert

violence at the school was to
have a discussion with the
administration” and that he

tried. to organize .the group -

of aroused students for ‘an
orderly march irato the prin-

cipal’s office.

s drgued

MILLER, a University of
Washington student, is chair-
man of the Seattle' Chapter
of the Student Nonviolent

_Coordinating Committee and

a ‘member of thé Black Stu-

" dent "Union.

Mrs. Kernreth Young, re-

: presentmg Aaron Dixon; told

the -jury..her. client had
talked to the students about
racial problems they be-
lieved existed at the high
school, realized there was
serious unrest and “felt a
maral nbhgahnn to remain
d p ¥io

Gayton attomey‘-
Flavors reminded the jury
that his client was an invited
guest in Ralph’s office. Fla-
vors testified that Ralph had

-told him he would be rein-

stated, but that his cousin,
Oliver, would remain on sus-
pension.

‘“This is the most hudicrous

Three Convicted in Franklin Demonstfration

complaint that has been

. brought into -any court in

this county,” Gayton said.
Neal J. Shulman, assistant
chief criminal deputy prose-
cutor, ' contended that Fla-
vors was guilty of unlawful
assembly and that his invita-
tion to be in the office ended
when he remained with the
demonstrating group.”
“The ‘common thread that”
seems to have run through
each defense argument is
that the ends justify the
means,” Shulman said. “In

- ‘our society there is no justi-

fication for force.”

+ The prosecutor said the

administration,  faculty and
‘students who did not partici-
pate in the sit-in were denied
their right to uninterrupted
education. The school was
closed a period early the day
of the demonstration.
Andrew Young, attorney
for the Gossett brothers, said

Richard, a graduate of-the
high schigol, was . attracted .
by a crowd, ‘but in no way.
pa.rtlmpated in the demon—
stration. The defense attor-
ney said Larry, a University
of Washington student and a
coordinator of the Black Stu-
dent Union there, ‘made ev-
ery effort to keep the group

* orderly and in no way advo—
“cated violence,

ASSISTING with presenta-
tion of the case for-the state
was Deputy Pmsecutar Lau-
rence A. Mosler.

Two yuuths who also were
arrested in connection with
the demonstration received
juvenile court hearings last
month. Superior Court Judge
Robert F. Utter ruled that
one, 17, violated the state va-
grancy statute and dismissed
the case against the other,
also 17, because of insuffi-
cient evidence.

Figure 60. Article mentioning Aaron Dixon being sentenced for the Franklin High School sit-in earlier on

March 29th. Seattle Daily Times, Monday, July 01, 1968.

iThree Sentenced
'In Franklin Case

By LARRY EROWN

Thres young men, convict-
ed of unlawful assembly in
connection with o domon-
stration at Franklin High

ol, were sentenced fo-
day by Justice Tourt Judge
Jams J. Dore to shx months
in the county jail. -

Judge Dore set appeal
honds at $500 each. The de-
fendants had been free on
their recogrizance. They
were taken to jail, but ar-
rangements for their bail
were expected

Sentenced were Larry Gog-
sett, 23, Aamn_Dixom 19,
and Carl Miller, 23.

A JURY June 12 found the
three guilty and acquitted
two others fried on the same
charge.

The offense is a gross mis-
demanor carrying a penalty
of up tn sbx months impris-
onment and a $500 fine. Neal
J. Shulman, “assistant chief
criminal de]:mty PrOSecutor,
reoummended the six-month
| sente

Slmlmn told the court he
was asking for the jail sen-
tence “because of obvitus
disregard !m- law and order

of civil

the defendaints and others in
his cowrtroom that the dem-
onstration was “a very dis-
heartening  thing.”

About 1,80 students had
their education halted when

. it became mecessary to close

school early, = prinzipal who
has devoted more than
vears to0 eclucation was man-
handled and about $450

erty damage occurred,
Judge Dore zaid.

“A scthowl can't funetion
without diseiplinary 1mmuc-
tion,” the Fudg :
ple bave thee right and some-
times the -obligation to dis-
sent, but wihen they do it has
to be withiin the framework
of law and order.”

Defense  attorneys — An-.
drew Young for Gossett,
Mrs. Kennextn ¥oung for Dix-
on and Michael Rosen for
Miller —a=ked the dudge to
defer sentencing and place
the men or a probztion pro-
gram so that they would
have a chante to clear their
records.

The a that
the state fmad failed o pro-
duoa any evidence that the

and open
dilobednulu" on the part of
the defendants.

Witnesses testihed during
the fourday trial that the
demonstration developed
from the suspension of fwo
Franklin students. Loren R.
Ralph  Franklin pnm:{pnl
told the jury that up to 50
{ Negroes forced their way
into his office and “took it
over completely™ about 12:50
p. m. March 29

The principal testified that
one of the demonstrators
held his arms from behind.
He said he was -able to gat
out of the office, but when he
returned he found it a
“shambles.” He said there
were cigaret bumns in the
rug, carvings on window silis
and broken fixtures in an ad-
joining restroom.

BEFORE ANNOUNCING
his decision, Judge Tore told

WeTe T
for damage or that they ad-
vocated vicslence.

THE ATEORNEYS mpeat—
ed today thsat the defendants
were trying to keep the stu-
dents calm _

Miller and Gosmsett are
University of Washington
students arsd Dixon attended
the univewsity, Miller -is
l:hairman of Seattle

chapter _n# Stdent Noawi.
olent Coordinating Commit-
tee and a member of the
Black Students Unin at the
univtrs-ty. Gossett is a coor-
dinator for the Black Stu-
dents Union.

Human Failure
'KANSAS  CITY — Safety
authorities <ay 30 per cent of
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Figure 61. Article mentioning “twelve persons were arrested” for “disturbances that began with rock throwing
near Garfield High School” that occurred “after a meeting called by the Black Student Union and the Black

. to three young Negroes [including Seattle
Chapter of the Black Panther Party’s captain Aaron Dixon] involved in a “March 29 disturbance at Franklin

Panther Party...

to protest six-month jail sentences given..

High School”. Seattle Daily Times, Tuesday, July 02, 1968.
- 12 Arrested in Outbreak
In Garfield High Area

- By MIKE WYNE

and ROBERT A. BARR

Twelve persone were ar-
rested lmst night snd early
today  during  disturbances
that began with rock throw-
ing near Garfield High
Sehool  and  ultimately in-
wolved zbout 175 young peo-
ple.

A pumeber of
chiding police officers. suf-
fered. minor injuries. Police
cars and other vehicles were
pelted - with rocks, Windows
of businesses were broken
and some firms were en
tered.

Puolice Chief Frank C.
Ramon credited citizens
{from warious central-area

E?u'u-p’s- with helping end the
isturbarce, which began
dbout B30 p. m. after =z

theetifig called by the Black
Student Union and the Black
Eanther  Parki

! The mesting was called to
frotest  six-month fail sen-
tences  given yesierday - to
t'm-cn_ woung Neproes in-
Zn a March ‘29 dis-

i}oldwaier (lad
Warren Retires’

_PH_DE:NIX. Ariz. — (AP)
<Barry (Goldwater issued a
datement todey saying he is
glad to see Chief Justice
Earl Warren leave the Su-
B
o

reme Court but he s sony
hat President Johnson will
jme-the replacemeant.
The 194 Republican presi-
dential candidate, wha is
Bmning for the Senate from
Arizona this year, said:
“T am sure that the
onths  between now
January would not age Mr.
an 50 grestly as 0 fur-
ot endanger the country
and that his resignation al
i time is strictly politi-

six
and

persons, in-

-broken in A

turbance at Franklin High
Schaool.

4 LOT OF citizens were
out Tere all night trying to
bregk the kids up,'" Ramon
said. “They have been trying
real hard and we were glad
o have their assistance,

"“The Tesponse came from
various proups aud coinit-
tees in fhe area and it was
tremendous,” Ramon said.
“It would be unfalr to try to
single out any group because
they all contributed substan-
tially.

At %3 &, m. they were
& out there trying to keep
thmgs quiet."”

The damage was confined
mustly to automobiles driv-
ing in Xird Avenue or in
East Cherry and East Jeffer-
son Streets. Windows were

ssistant  TPolice
Chiet M. E. Ceok's car as he
drave past the high school
with. Mayor Braman .85 . &
PASSEnger. .

Aesistznt Fire Chief Frank
Hanson reported several
windows . were breken in his
Fire Departmeznt vehicle as
he tonk charge of Fire De-
partment units in the ares,
which were summoned to
eight false alirms hetween
11:06 p. m. arc 12:31 2. m.

Johu  Mennenmacher and
his wife, Lorraine, both 25,
of 210 1%th Ave. E., reported
they were set up:ln as thay
rode their bieyeles in East
Cherry Strest toward 23rd
Avenue shortly before &

P m.

“It seemed like 100 puys
came out and started throw-
ing rocks and hitting us with
sticks,” Nonaenmacher said.
“We finally forgot the bikes
and ran.""

The Monnenmachers were
treated for bumps, cuts and
bruises at Vrginia Mason
Hoespital,

Twa youths wore assaulted

by a group of youths in 23rd

Avenue near East Marion

Street about 1 5 om. Alfeed
Dallas Harvey, Jr., 23, of
1886 E. Shelhy St, and Hil-
aire L. Duefrene, Jr., 24, of
3124 Harvard Ave. E., were
treated at Harborview
County Hospital for cuts and
Druises,

The two are reporters for
The Helix, University Dis-
trict “underground’’ news-
papEr.

NUMEROUS motorists
calling police to complein
about their wvehicles being
dumaged by rocks were told
o file complaints later
today.

Several policemen were in-
1ured when windows of their
palice wehicles were broken
with bricks and rocks.

Police Officer Alex Thole
was struck on the back bv a
brick that broke the rear
window of his car. Officer
Richard Zuray, working his
second shift on the force.
suffered minor cuts on his
fuce and neck when a brick
shaiiered the window of a
pstro] car

s A Gunstone. 33 of
w1 Delndf,e Way 5. W.,
fered a wrist cut when a
window of his car was shat-
tered al 189th Avenue and
Fsst Union Slrapt at 12:15 a.

GunsLone told police he
saw & crowd of ahoot 200
persons and three  youths
tried to stop his car, He said
he accelerated and his vehi-
cle miay have brushed the
three,

Five to eight youths
kmocked the glasses off Vir-
gil Lee Severe, Jr., 27, of
1518 E. Republican 5t., and
then knocked him down and
kicked him while they stole
38 from his pockets in 28rd
Avenue mnear FEast Pine
Street at 9:10 p. m. He suf-
fered bruises on the head
and cheat,

Others whb Teported their
cars were stoned [ncluded

ﬁumor Center Volunteers
gearn How Stories Change

ghﬁ WILLIAM GDUGH
;ﬁ!art 2 Tumor by telling a
friend that you saw two boys
dtout to be hit by some fail-
bricks at a coastruction

v the time the nmor has
s tho rremde and rebirne

nity becomes lense. It also
will seek out he truth from
varlous agencies and relay it
to concerned citizens, David
Lester, a co-administrator of
the center, said.

““We want to lower tension.

sion, the volunteers played a
game. Under the divection of
Seymour H. Kaplan, regional
directer of the Anti-Defama-
tion League of B'mal Brith,
one person would study a
picture for a few moments,

then relate what she saw to .

Joha J. Martens, 20, of 1136
N. W. 175th 5t. Mary H.
Shenherd, 4364 Sind Ave, 5.
E.. Mercer Island; Thomas

M. McLaugh! 24, of M1
E. Roancke St, and Fistro
Durante, 25, of 5839 1Tth
Ave 5,

Tae windshields ‘of the
Shepherd  and  McLaughtin
cars were shattered.

Al those arrested
Negroes.

Evelyn Rigalns. 18, of 208
2ist Ave., and Lilian Sim.
mous, 27, of 8 21st Ave.,
were arrested at 2ist Avenue
and East Terrace Street on &
charge of valawful assein-
bly.

Evelyn Riggins also was
aecased of profanity  and

are

carfylng a concealed
wegpon, & knife. She was
held of §200 bail. Bail

on Lillian Simemons was §50.

Theodis Boyd, 15, of 1814
E. Fir §t., was arrested for
unlawful assembly near Xind
Avenue and East Jeﬂersun
Street at 11:13 p. m. Joseph
Bowie, Jr., 24, of 4118 37th
Ave. 5., was arrested on the
same charge ot 26th Avenuc
and East Cherry Sireet
about 1:30 a. m,

Tae charges against Bowie
and Lillian Simmons were
strizken in Municipal Court
this morning.

Nrs. Sharon Johnson, 18,
of 42 E. Olive 51, was ar
rested near her residence
aboet 2 @, m. on a charge of
consuming an elcoholic bei-
srage. Richard Boyd, 18, of
112 18th Ave,, was booked on
the same charge after being
arrested at 2100 E. Tefferson
St atila m.

A YOUTH, 17, was placed
in the Youth Service Center
after police halted him near
1Ind Avenue znd East Pine
Street about 2,15 & m. and
fourd a peliet pisicl in his
waisthand

Virgil L. Walker, 21, of 20§
25t Ave. 5., a marine, was
picked uwp in East Cherry
Stresl  near 24 Avenuc
about 1:4F a. m. and was
booked in city jamil after &
rowine rtecord check dis-
cloted a §79 raffic warrant
outstanding against him.

Police said four other ju-
veniles were arrested. Two
were charged with inciting a
riot, ome was charged with
Tesisting arrest, and one
was charged with wviolating
curfew. One youth was re-
Teased to his parents and
the others were referred to

the Juvenile Court.
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Figure 62. Article mentioning protests and “rock-throwing” at Garfield High School area. Seattle Daily Times,

Tuesday, July 02

Police Sealed'
Area, Brought
In More Help

Police began assembling in
the Garfield High School
area in strength about $:30
p. m. yoesterday alter re-
ports of rock-throwing and
other complaints hegan o
mount.

The first reports had been
received about 830 poan.
from motorists who  said
their way was blocked in
23rd Avenue,

A wotal of about 125 police
officers were involvei in
quelling the disturbances,

HERE IS A chronology of
events last night and early
today. .

Al 10:03 p. m. Assiztant
Police Chief M. E. Cook re-
purted that tocks were being
hurled at his car from a
%ruup sitting on the lawn of

arfield High School. He di-
rected the special-patrol
squad to the scene.

AL 10:20 p. m., police wepe
ordered to proclaim to the
group that it was assembled
unlawfully and thal it must
d c. A 1D -minute time
limit was given, but police
rescinded the limit at the re-
guest ol cilizens'  groups
until 10:55 p. m. when the
special squad moved in force
1o the scene and the group of
about 100 fled. .

About the time the procla-
mation was made, puolice
sealed off the general arer
between l4th Avenue and
Empire Way and East Union
Street and East Yesler Way.

At 10:39 p. m. police went
in force to a service slkation
at Zdrd Avenue and East
Cherry Strest when reporss
were rveceived that youths
were attempting te purchase
gasoline in cans and bretles,
Mp sales werse made.

At 10:40 p. m., Capt. E. M.

, 1968.

This car was relled over and its ectupants were robbed at 24th Avanue and
East Columbia Strest during central-are a disturbances shortly after last midnight.
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Olson, 374 Highlan d Drive, said they lest §15 to a group of
youths, whe then broke the windows and lights and ralled over the car. The vic-
tims were given refuge by the occupants of a nearby home,— Photo by Dennis
Law.

Wesselius, commander of the
special squad, advised Chief
Coole that the mood of the
crowd had begun changing
and missiles  were being
hurled at all moving vehicles
in the area. He was granted
permission to equip his mesn
with tear gas. (The gas was
not used.)

At 155 p. m. the squad
moved into position at the
school and the crowd dis-
npersed quickly. &s It spread
through the area around the
school 30 cars were sum-
moned from the outlying po-
lice precinets.

A SKELETON force was
left in the North and South
Ends to hendle emergency
calls as the precinet forces
were assembled as a reserve
force at 11 p. m.

At 11:06 p. m. the first of
eight false fire alarms was
rurned in.

At 11:28 p. m. police went
to a grocery at 5215 21st Ave-
nue in response to a report
the store was being broken
into. The police apparently
frightened away the in-
truder, but two and hall

r thy BTy Was

howrs Jter, e g
entered and damaged. )

Police said about five
youths threw groceries from
shelves and damaged the
front of the grocery exten-
sively. The grocery is owned
by Mrs. May Toyoji. .

At 11:28 p. m. patrol units
requested assistance at 23rd
Avenue and East Cherry
Street where a crowd was
gathering and was antag-
onistic. Minutes later, police
were ordered to turn off
their red traffic-control
lights because they were
only attracting attention.

At 11:33 p. m. police went
to 17th Avenue and East Jef-
ferson Street on a report a
drugstore had been broken
into.

About’ midnight flammable
Tiquids were used to ignite a
Rolls Royce antamahile,
parked at the home of Lu-
thea Losey, 3815 E. John St.,
the owner. Damage was es-
timated at $200.

At 12:01 a. m. police units
near Garfield reported the

uths were dispersing into
groups of 15 persons. A po-

Dairymen Pick
Grimm Family
In Arlington

The George Grimm family
of Arlington has been select-
ed as Snohomish County’s

lice drawback from the area

was ordered by Chief Ramon .

o allow “'detached workers"
a chance to encourage the
youths to po home.

At 12:10 . m. police hegan
receiving veports of broken
windows at commercial es-
teblishments in the area.
The crowds shortly after
assembled in groups  esti-
mated at 50 in one, 50 in an-
other and 75 in a third.

POLICE concentrated
their efforts until nearly 2 a.
m. in the arza between 2lsi
and 22nd Avenues on both
sides of East Jelferson
Street wherz rtocks were
hurled from uwpper floors and

Toofs,

At 2:27 a. m., Precinct 2
and 3 cars were sent back to
their districls.

At 2:31 a: m. & bag. con-
taining two fire bombs was
discovered in East Marion
Street near Empire Way.

The bombs were behind a
City Light substation where
a caller told an Associated
Press reporter they would be
found. The caller had identi-
fied himselr as & Megro milis
tant.

At 3:02 a. w. the special-

patrol squad was sent back -

to headquarters.

At 4 a. m. the new palrol -

shift took over from the
night shift.

Blacks, Whites Post

Bail for 3

More than §1.500 in cash
was raised among black and
white groups yesterday to
post bail for three black stu-
dents sentenced to gix
mnarhs in dail in ennnection
IMONINS 1N jail i CoRnecton
with a sl-ln at Franklin
High School May 28.

Larry Gossett, 23, Carl
Miller, 23, and Aaron Dixon,
19, were released from the
county jail about 3 p. m. yes-
terday after spending about
five hours there. They had
been sentenced at 10 a. m.
by Justice Court Judge
James Dore.

JUDGE DORE imposed a
$500 appeal bond on each of
the University of Washington
students, evan though they
had remained free on their
personal recognizance be-
tween the time of the inci-
dent and the trial and again
between the end of the trial
about two weeks ago and
sentencing yesterday.

A statement made public
by attorneys for the three
said that because all are uni-
versity students, because all
have no previous convictions
and because all appeared at
the hearings which they
were required to attend, they
Should have been released
without posting cash bail.

Michael Rosen, one of the
attorneys and staff counsel
of the American Civil Liber-
ties Union, said:

_"“The immezdiate and posi-
tive com mumnity reaction
clearly demonstrates the
concern of black and white
Seattle citizens with the ex-
isting abuses in the bail sys-
tem — abuses which have
foryearsdiscriminated
against poor people .and
black people. It is hoped

dairy family of the“year. " their concern will help effec-

Negroes

tuate a change in the sys-
tem.™”

CONTRIBUTORS to  the

$1,500 bail fund yesterday in-

cluded the Ecumenical Me- "

tropolitan Ministry; the Free
Prisoners Bail Fund of
Seattle; the National Asso-
ciation for the Advancement
of Colored People; the Black
Student Union; the Congress
of Racial Equality; the Law
Students Civil Rights Re-
search Council at the Uni-
versity of Washington, and
the Black Panther Partyi

Contributions from individ-
uals also were received. A
collection was taken up at a
meeting of a Municipal
League subcommittee.

At a press conference after

their release, all three stu- .
dents maintained their inno- -

cence and said they had
gene to Franklin March 29 to
keep things cool. They said
they would do the same
again in similar circum-
stances.

The case will probably
Teach Superior Court some-
time in September, attorneys
said.

McKesson

SLEEP
TABLETS

An aid to restiul sleap
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Mon habit forming
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Figure 63. Article mentioning Black Panther Party “worked to quell outbreaks of trouble in the central area”

and “tried to stop rock-throwing near Garfield High School”

. Note photograph of Maude Allen (whose name

was later memorialized on the People’s Wall after she passed away at an early age). Seattle Daily Times,

Wednesday, July 03, 1968.

Organized along military lines, the Black Panthers have their own signs and

symbols, like the hand shake. Frem left

were Maude Allen, Aaron Dixon, Gwen

Morgan and Curtis Harris.—Photo by Gil Baker. {See Page 14 for more photos)

Seattle Panthers—
What's Their Goal?

(Gil Baker, author of this article, is a professional photog-
rapher who long has been active in ceatral-area afiairs, He
is a former president of the East Madison Commercial Club
and a former dircotor of the Mardi Gras festival. He also
was editor of The Puget $ound Observer, a community news-
paper, and was active in the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People. Baker said his purpose in
writing about the Black Panthers is ln inform Seattle of what
their objectives and methods are —
the enmmunity to know what is going on."")

=1 think it is healthy for

GIL BAKER

By GIL BAKER
Topor, Take Yoar Mer
e Dt of the Commi

Words o0 & DRstRT. ABLTY
and demanding.

T saw them recenlly — nat
in Chiczgn ur Los Angales,
Seattle,
nether poster said, “'Sam
Imemortals

rothers o il Hmothers
m apparent reference 10
plang for & youth patral far
he centrel anea with which
prilman Soiith has de-
nied any affiliation].

THESE are - prefiy clear

indl pag, [ hink, of what
Seattle's young bl peaple
think abioct oo s i

their city.

T was t4lkig oA group nf
them the other  day
Sratte’s ceatcal ares. These
jads were highly wocal and
Intedlige Full” af plrpose
and d alion L0 the- CAlse
they heligve 18 righr.

Theay were al]l members al
the Hlank Panthecs, o groug
organizad in 1063 In Lyoms
Coutty, Alabama, by the Sue-
dent Neashlent Cocrdinating
gcrnmmm Originally & pa
donal  palitical. norenlent
group, they pow ame mmilis

t

Seattle and Wash-
de Captain

b heta.me cl:mnu. that &
appwiolens attitede was Dot
the answer and  that the
whitas contralled the destiny

pps ke the Matlonal
Assaciation for the Advanre-
meme af Colored People;, the
Cangress of Racil Equality
and the Urban Tesgus.”

‘The Black Panthers are all
ynumg petple, mostly i their
Iate feegs and early 20
nEost of them warck or ave
gtudepts. The Panlhers arve
not the irouble-making drop-
ouls usually Asncizied by
the white ymaun wilth Lhis

of gra

amhrr heamuarra:s in
Seatlie i3 8 modest store
fremt in the cemeral area, It
18 full af pasters, some bla-
tant, zoma clever, Ooe 1 ap
ticed shoawed Hues Mewtnn,
Black Paother mirdster ol
defemse, holding rifle In

There hgve been onc-
slatent rTepoTha fram
mAny quariers thal e
hers of the Black Falllhar
Fifly have worked [0
quell oulbresis of trauhle
o e cestral aTes. A
sppieaman for the Amer-
dean Civtl Libertizs Tnien
zaid  Pantiers  patredled
an A, €. L. -U. ateeet
r Fucday eveblng,
kesping Lhe crowd in
check, Thire alse were
! ruporls they tried to stop

rowig mear Gap-
fn:jl; High schoal Monday
mighr-

tFux edilirizl comment,
see Page 1)

cae hand 0 an Afrlean
spear in the athar,
MNawion, who I8 awsitng
trial an & charge of Lume &
maliceman i1 Califomia, is
the Black Fanther amd
Pgace and Fresdom Parlies’
candidats  far rhe ted
States Congmuss

N SEATILE, Curtis Har-
af defense.
uthar n=pom-
e eontrals A wom-
amxiliary and medical
corps. The entire Black Pan-
organiztion, both as-
al and lozal

i ..
Mitional  beadgiariens s
i Oskland, Callf Stokely
melchat.l is prime minis-

I agiced Caslain Dixon whky

ey call temselves Black
Fanthars

1 ther is a beausjful
Lilack iliat will noL at-
tack unless sttazked,” Dixon
explained.  “"The  Pamnthars
are a political organization
1z AL use the pecessary
tagtics to reach poals and
whjer: . We're ol & e
cist-crienied proup like ‘the
Hu Elux Elan or ather ex-
tremist groms.”

He told me that the plat-
form of the Rlack Panthers
is freednm, ol empln;mml..
decent bousing, education
for- hlack perple, mikitary ax-
empticn and jusdice Tor AL

T noticed (hat the Black =

Panthers t

Ereat pride 1

their Nepro heritege.  All
bair s YAl paturel”
Maryr of the pitds weat Afil-
can ~ grint dresses  and
scarves. The boFs sesm Lo
rdress any style, and they all
loalked eomfertable.

It bachprounds ame
mEing fraen Upper
sirnal m

ind:

dlze T
wellue m.u:ueuL
Chere 15 rapm in the
Panthers [t ny He

e m% i clmaz, the
Black Fanthars  are oot
i turn  the nther
rszl o the old
yaw're  bleek,
is their main

And, believe me, they are
a drdicated griup.

{Third alght of widlence
digpaptor azmtenl aren. Bage
1)

Chief Re
Central-

Chisf of Police Frank C.
Bamdt taday issusd the fal-
Inwing starement m comnnc-
tan with distrbanees in Lhe

a » pase three mights
the us:duls al the gentral
have been
subjected tn acts of assauli,
vandzlism and propecty de
struction by & oumerically
small

of moedums

gt
[The Searde Falicc Depart

meinn has (aken action
agelost these heodhums, but
these unlawful acts  have
eaotinued.
e peapie whe live n
the contral area and who do
business thers Wil reosive
the palice protectiom  for
their person and their prap-
ik are enti-

means _ that  the
s Policr  Depertment
teKe gvery Aclion neces-
. .. tn prmvide pratec
tice to the cilizeos of
Sua'.'ée

A c e s T iR
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Figure 64. Article mentioning “three nights” of “assault, vandalism and property destruction by a numerically
small group of hoodlums”. Seattle Daily Times, Wednesday, July 03, 1968.

Chief Ramon Appeals To
Central-Area Residents

Chiel of Police Frank C.
Ramon today issued the fol-
lowing statement in connec-
tion with disturbances in the
central area:

“Faor the past three nights
the tesidents of the central
area of Seaftle have been
subjected to acts of assault,
vandelism and ps de’
struchcn by & numerically

1l gro of hoodlums.
'lha seattle’ Falice Uepart-
metn has taken action
against these hoodlums, but

these unlawful acts have
continued.
“The people who live in

the central area and who do
business there will receive
the police protection for
their person and their prop-
erty to which they are enti-
tled.

“This means that the
Seattle Pelice Department
mri take every action meces-
to provide protec-

uwn to the citizens of

i Seattle
| " “Ome of the elements that
| should be of concern to ev-
| ery adult person is the ages
| of the persons committing

these acts of vandalism. Far

ton many of them are juve-

miles. Many taken o

dy have been in the ages of

13, 14, and 15. Many of the

rm]st vmlen: acts of assault

e been committed by
\ thldrln or school years. |

Figure 65. Article mentioning Black Panther Party unites with a coalition of 16 groups urging youth “to end

their ‘destructive behavior”. Seattle Daily Times, Thursday, July 04, 1968.

UIt is obvious that every
ild in our comemunity is
the responsibility of some
acult. I make a direst appeal
to every person irm this eity,
particularly those in  the
areas which hawe experi-
enced disturbance=s, to live
up to their resporasibility to
d!Ese children.
ow where zsour teen-
ager is; know wwho he is
with; be absolutesly certain
he or she is at laome at a
reasonably’ early hour and
be sure that he is mol part of
this small group of hood-
ums.

“One of the =echniques
used by the hoodBums Is to
obscure their identification
by mingling with =& group of
spectaiors, The moast cursory
observation of tEwese inci-
dents shows that only a
small percentage Of the peo-
ple con the stree® are in-
valved in unlawful acts. The
decent people, howwever, are
providing cover for them by
just being there. T encourage
you not to be theres .. .

Vit is apparent that mew
ard more-drastic police ac-
tien must be emnlcnsred to ob-
tain the security =nd protec-
tion to which the peup]r of
this community are entitled.
Therefore, there wvill be ar-
resls for failure tc disperse,
for- unlawful assembly and

for nther activities which ei-
ther directly affront the se-
curity ol persons and proper-
ty or give aid and cover to
such activities on the part-of
other people.

“1 appezl to the over-
whel majority of se
respecting, law-abiding ci
zons to aid their pobice de-
partment in coping with this
problem by not being out on
ihe street in large nimbers,
not comgregating in crowds
and not giving cover by their
wvery presence to those en-
gaged in criminal acts.

Chief Ramon's statement
was made at 4 press confer-
ence in the office of Mayor
Braman, who said ke con-
curred fully with the chief.

THE MAYOR commented
that for the past several
days hepl.i ce have used a
pc].lcy of “limited restraint.’

So far, the policy has
worked well, and there has
been a minimum of inju-
ries,”” the mayor said. **Un-
fortunately, we may not be
able to continue. this reason-
able policy and may have tn
take other measures such as
keeping crowds from gather-
ing.”

The mayor said the curfew
would not be used except as
a last resort because ‘t could
adversely affect the normal
lives of many law-abiding

persons.

16 Groups Unite, Seek ‘End To
Destruction’ in Central Area

By MARTY LOKEN

Youth invalved in cerlral-
area disturhances were
urged vesterday by a coali-
tion of 16 orgenizations to
end their “destructive he-
]‘..d\«ler“ and “gir their priev-

es by more pus\t\vc and
echt‘tIvc methods,

In & hastily called press
onifemre ChATICE Y ot
som. acting chairman of the
Central Area Committee For
Civil Righls, expressed the
“arave concern” of central-
arem representatives  over
the rock-throwing incidents.

“LET'S ALL join together
tn protect our eommun
dohnson sajd.

target-defecting davica
1 an open house aboard
dmissile destrover wees

Saul, 7, center, ard a
&tk dve. 5. The Coont:
+ at Pier 91 unfil Satur-
waek in a break in sum-

“Let's also begin to com-
muticate with youth to he
gin solving the prablams that
lec to this outburst. For our
pact, we are laking steps to
o hoth, We nieed your help.™

The arganiztions alse
called on ceniral-area par-
ems to keep their children,

the

and  themselves, off
streets at might,
Folice Clet  Ramos

warned yesterday thet polics
were preépared to take “new
and more drastic” action o
protect the commumicy from
disturbarces.

Oe said hoodlums  have
bes mingling with spect
tors, and urged residents to
stay ofl the streets so that
hoedluras will not have this
cover,

THE CHIEF said the mare
drzstic police sction  could
include measures o prevent
crowds from gathering,

Johnson's staternent said:

“We alan urge all citizens
to avoid being part of hear-
say and rumor which lead to
i ereby
silua-

The groops recngnl?ed

“rastraint on the part of the
police’ during the disturb-
anees, and called for contin-
ued “law  enforcement for
the protection of all citi-
zens.!
The statl:mcm was

Central Ar\za Motivation
Program, Seattle Urban
League, Baptist  Ministers
Alliance, Central Ares Corm
mittes For Civil Rights,
Madisen ¥. M. C. 4., Nnﬁm-
al Association for the Adw-
ancement of Colored People.
Madrona Community
Waorkers, ng MNeighbor
Clib. Madrona Block Club,
Central Area Tenants Asso-

Methodist

Eeattle

Oppnmulnres Indusirializa-
tion Center, Seattle-King

County Econommic Opporiuni-
ty Board, Carllas and Seattls
Council nf Churches.

ATTENDING the press
conference, In edditan to
Johneorn, were Chester
MNorthington end Bruce
Hayes of The Black Pandar
Partyt Welter Hundley, di-
rector of the Model Cities
nrogram; Michael Ross,
chairman, Seallle Congress
of FRacial Equality, and
George Clark, commanicas
nons grector, CAME.

In an effort to bridgs the
communicaifons gap  he-
tween adolts and youthe in-
wolyed in the disturbances,

central organiztions
will  conl their ap-pul
during i s toe
n tor any

ohnson saudl,

heen urging the
Young te join our organiza-
tiuns to bring sbout some of
the chanzes they seek, but it
is difficult,” he said. i

The communications gap, |
Ross added, “i5 the sane in
the central area as it is in
Helleyue. "

“The need 5 to discover
naw ways to reach youth —
now," Hundley s2id.

{Dismubances In  central

area less than three provious
nights. Page 35.)

Fireworks Blaze
Damages Garage

-Fireworks caused a blaze
that did 51,200 darmege to a
doubie garage et the David
Hoos home, 515 M. 40th St
bout 5:25 p. m. yestardey.

Harrison Jenks, acting
battalion chief, seid the fire
caused whoat 3300 darmage to
the building ard about SEUI] i
damage to the comtents, in-
cluding twa new rungs,

Auvssie Reef Longest
SYDNEY — Greatest om'a[
structure on earth is
Great Barrier Resf off Aus—
tralia, It is 1250 miles lng. |
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Figure 66. Article mentioning members of Seattle’s Black Panther Party “considering running one or two

candidates for the Legislature from the central area”. Seattle Daily Times, Saturday, July 06, 1968.

Black Panthers
May Run Candidate

Seattle’s Black _Panther

Parfy is considering running
one or two candidates for the
Legislature from the central
area’s 37th District.
. E. J. Brisker, Black Pan-
ther minister of education
and president of the Black
Student Union at the Univer-
sity of Washington, disclosed
the possibility at a meeting
last night.

He said a rally will be held
at 7:30 p. m. tomorrow at
Madrona Park to discuss
running black candidates
from the 37th District inde-
pendent of the Democratic
and Republican Parties,

BRISKER substituted for
Ron Tennewell, New York
Black Panther field marshal,
as speaker at a meeting
sponsored by the Young So-
cialists at the Militant Fo-
rum in the University Dis-
trict. About 75 attended.

If Black Panther Party
candidates are entered in the
fall election, it would add
more sparks to what already
is expected to be one of the
state’s most spirited district
elections.

The 37th District, with
about 40 per cent Negro vot-
er registration, has been a
Democratic stronghold. Its
two representatives, Dan
O'Donnell and David

Sprague, are Democrats. So
is its senator, Fred Dore. All
are white.

The King County Demao-
cratic Central Committee an-
gered many Negroes in the
district when it recommend-
ed O’Donnell, 22, a Seattle
University student, to fill the
vacancy Jeft when Sam
Smith was elected Seattle’s
first Negro city councilman.
It left the Legislature with-
out a Negro member.

THE CENTRAL commit-
tee reversed the recommen-
dation of the 37th District
Democratic Committee,
which gave a Negro, Mrs.
Marjorie P. King, as its first
choice, another Negro,
George Fleming,-as its sec-
ond, and O’Donnell as its
last.

It would be the militant
Black Panther Party’s first
try for political office in this
state.

Brisker outlined the goals
of the Black Panther Party|
terming them as “progamat-
ic and positive.” He said the
immediate concern of the
Black Panthers is to protect
blacks from what he called
their white oppressors.

Rusk Plans

Figure 67. Article mentioning arrest of Seattle Chapter of the Black Panther Party member. Seattle Daily
Times, Thursday, July 11, 1968.

Black Panther
Arrested Over

Hidden Weapon

Curtis Ray Harris, 21, of
(38 34th Ave., defense minis-
ter of the Black Panther
Parfy here, was arrested hy
the police special patrol
squad on charges of having
a concealed weapon and a
dangerous weapon about
11:50 p. m. yesterday.

Harris was arresied by
Sgt. Mike Slessman and offi-
cers John Chytil, G. D.
Thomas and Paul Knapp in a
parking lot at 17th Avenue
and East Madison Street aft-
er the officers saw him with
a knife as they approached.

Slessman said Harris
made a motion toward the
glove box of his car and the
officers found in it a knife
with a five-inch hlade. A
hose weighted with sand also
was found in the wvehicle.
Bail was set at $200.

Harris pleaded innocent to-
day in Municipai Court. His
trial was set for 2 p. m. Au-
zust 21,
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Fig_ure 68. Article mentioning arrest of two members of the Seattle Chapter of the Black Panther Party at
their Madrona headquarters. Seattle Daily Times, Monday, July 29, 1968.

2 Arrested AFter Black Panther Search

Twn men were arvested

when police served a search
warrant for stelen property
about 11 a. m. today at the
Blick Panther Partv office
at 11271, 34th Ave.

Pakice LI, Robert Hanson
said police found two stolen
tvpowriters, one of  which

wis reported taken recently
from the Legal Services Cen-
ter, 1700 Cherry St

Hank Roney, co-chairman
o The Group, a civil-rights

orzanization tald The Times
he was in the Panthers of-
hiee, when six police cars,
containing about 1 police-
men, arvived. Ronev sad the

search warrant was for the
wrong address. He said the
warrant was for 113435 34th
Ave., but thal the Panther
office is at 11274, Jdth Ave.

Seattle Youth Hurt in Crash

Dean, 1h nof
244 Pavific Highway 5.
was injured vesterday in o
twoecar collision four miles
northeast of Opallala, Neb.,
the Associated FPress re-

Robert L

porterd,

Killed in the accudent was
Raymond  Christensen, 55,
Opgallala. Dean formerly
lived in Ogallala and was on
a visiL

Figurel 69. Article mentioning community criticism of police’s “excessive force” in their search for “two stolen
typewriters” at the Madrona headquarters of the Seattle Chapter of the Black Panther Party. Seattle Daily

Times, Tuesday, July 30, 1968.
Negroes Criticize |
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Amount of Force

In Police Search

By DON HANNULA

Seattle police were criti-
cized today by several Negro
spolesmen for using four o
six patrol cars and 11 to 14
officers in the search of the
‘Black” Panther Parly head-
quarters here yesterday for
stolen property.

police  sald  two  stulen
typewriters were found In
the headquerters, 112714 J4th
Ave, in the search shortly
after noon. Amron  Dixon,
Black Panther PErty captaln
for Washington, and Curtls
Harris, defense  minister,
were arrested, but Harris
was released after heing
held in jail overnight. Dixan
was charged with grand lar-
geny by pussession.

Michasl Ross, acting presi-
dent of the Seattle Congress
of Racial Equality, said po-
lice “meted out of fear and
jgnoranee’” by responding to
the search warrant effort
wita Yexcessive force.”

EARLIER, Folice Chief
Frenk Teamon had suid there
wae a dafinite connectinn be-
twesn Bleck Panther demon-
strations for velease of
Dison and Harris and last
night’s disturbances in the
certral ared.

Folice said four cars and
11 officers were used in the
gearch. Witnesses from the
ceviral area said there were
sixcars and 1 offi 5

Foss blamed i
on King County
Charfes Q. Carroll, He said:

“Thers was nn probable
cawse to arrest Harmis
These trumped up charges

are another in & series of in- |

vidents precipitated by the
county prosecutor. The
charges were initiated by the
stale, and Cherles 0, Carrall
18 “he state here.”

he Cenmiral Area Peace !

and Tmprovement Commit

tee and the chalrman of the |

Central Ares Civil Righes
Committee also were eritice]
of the use of so many offi-
cers to process a search
warrafnt,

Arthur Palmer, CAPI pres.
icent, termed the search as
palice ocyer-reaction.

Charles V., Johnsoa, C. A.

C. R. chairman, said the uze

of 50 mny police oo a stolen-
property search warrant ap-
peared excessive.

“I*ve been saying for &
loag time that the excessive
use of pofice to make arrests
inthe central arsa from tral-

fic wiojations on up s a mis-
take,” Johnson said. "'l feel
that ome or two good traned
olficers could have made the
same kind of arrest."
waverly Davis, fermer eo-
chairman of the Megro Vot-
ers League and a militant
spokesman, said: 1

“1f it takes that mony po
lice to po and arrest lhese
persans, it either means the
police are tremendously
alvaid of the BladcPautlier
ity or they don't give a
damn about laws and justice
in this country.”

“it's just anather example
of the constant harassment
of black people by the
police.”

POLICE SAID one of the
two confiseated typewriters
was stolen from the Legal
Services Center headguar-
ters at 174 Cherry St July

13

When the typewriter was
found missing, there was no
evidence of a break-n at the
anti-poverty agency, Hobert
Ashley, Logal Services Cen-
ter director, said.

Black Panther officials
maid the lypewriter wis o
nated to them.

The charge against Dixon
does mot accuse him of steal-
ing the typewriter, It ac-
cuses him of possession of
stolen progerty.

Gordon's Vodca is
growing brand. Anc
Gorden's is the enly
U.S. potent on smag
of Gordon's is screl
produce the deare:
mixable vodka mad
A_dLa.ava

mnmd wa
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Figure 70. Article mentioning captain of Seattle Chapter of the Black Panther Party, Aaron Dixon, “charged
with grand larceny by possession of a typewriter taken from the Legal Services Center.” Seattle Daily Times,

Tuesday, July 30, 1968.
Panther Leader

Charged in Theft

i o
LHarnn o, 19, c:au'sm of mEh f:t};,:?c;l:u s.EIMhm':-

i Black_ar i s oand 5 O
Ime :\Lrtas charpad od ¥ imprisomment, Shulman told
a the court. The conviction -in

wilh grand larceny by pos-
sesmaton of a trpewtiter ken

Justice Court is on appeal o
the Superior Court,

E:ﬂjm N8 Legpi-farviban o Superior Court b:'llld%?
i il Lloyd Shorett set il
st Curte b wsi:?.hllli '\sl%‘fw on Dixon on the lar

agzalnat Curlis Harrs, L2
Panlhers' defense minister,

cEny chs:rg?

i 't Judge

whi was mrrested with Dixon Superior Cu-l aﬂeg

| yestendsy shernoon at Pan- Siory flrdseye LE“F e
ther headquarters. He was - nuon no el o Teduce

held in jail grereight aod re-
Veased shorty  before noor
today,

an's bail. .

Michael Rosen. American
vil Liberties Unien attor-
ey, pleaded wlith the judge

2 Car-
k Tuﬁr:?:ﬂts’:lréﬂjﬁﬁfrisv]m, o Free Dixon without bail o
" the typewriter and of knew-  reduce Lt to S1.004, ;
E: irag that it bed been *rong- topal J. Shalimam, EQ‘\[EL;:I'EI-
o fully appropriated.” ehieT crimingl depuly pr
i Mesl J. Sholmin, assisis eutor, described Dixon as a
T ocmiel e nii deputsr 1 danger 10 CE COMTL MLy,
s culor. sald the typewtit

I L 3.
b ;f:j\ e:.ncn;‘u:cl us a demon. Correction:
# stmuun model 'lhc t}pc Frusk Hennes
Il; o i Ave. N. E., 13 a pas
n img from the center U- gent of the Washingron

1700 12, Chery July ‘I!
On a semch weerant,
1ice found e Lypewiic
tEe Panther headgu
TIIT (th Ave, yesierda
Ejmer Diiown, '8, A

I

mJ

anw the ['.II‘U

Aagan D
winied re.erl
zyskenhiv "

te Funeral Directors As-
socigiion. An article in Sal-
yrday's Times on Mr. and
pirs. Hennessy's golden wed-
ding  anniversary — errone-
pugly reported Mrs. Hemnes-
had hoaded Lhe associa-
n.

Tha Continuing Study of
t-gmaper  Reading  shows
puesnapest are fead thee-
cogte by beth men and
. The Fimas' telephans
v Adn

Figure 71. Article mentioning 9 injured in “rally called by the Black Panther Party to protest the arrest” of two
of their members for “two typewriters [police] said had been stolen”. Seattle Daily Times, Tuesday, July 30,

1968.

9 Injured in Gunfire-Marked Outbreak in Central Area

By MIKE WYNE
police arficers and
et were njuced
and saveral police s dam:
aged in dismckances marked
By punfire, ruck - thowing
a0t fre boribs n the contre]
area last night.

Fourleen persons were ar
rested,

One officer, Don Mar-
Quart suffered fragment
sounds when u_bullet from

& high-powered rifle pierced
the ool of & police car. He
anderwent lex sures:

Sl nl two of its olfice
vesterday.  They
rested when
o search
hedquarte
e typewriter
hed been stolen

e
thew said

POLICE SAID the

began aboul Sl p. m, T
crowd

wid about the dis-
e area fluctuated be-
fween 10 and 200 persans

N Thers were an addition

mated at $125, mustly 1o
noke,

A fire bomb 5t the 0 K.
E £Y

pite
Soun Fudsgn
Streel, ceused S property
(hmsg
mployes of 4 Chevron

ooy o 3808 Raiden o
5., reported puring
fire before ficemen arrived

Police reported
routed aboat 58 youths
ing part in naki
bombs. behind Garfisld High
Sitnul sbus 8.5 p. m

POLICE ARRESTS during
the wght md_nwrning
cluded four wrrests for car

failing to disperse

Four of the priseners were
Juveniles apd were referred
o Juvenile Court for
charges

Police said tear i was
used &t Garfield and also in
East Cherry Street at sev-
eral locatlans. A ftare was
used ta illum
25 police atn
the p]:vf:el(!

e Seattle Times 3
Tuesday, July 30, 1968

Palice Patralmen R, W. Lavman, left, and Mike Tipion eamined o bulet
halo in the roof f a patrol car Inseh, lower loft, shows where fhe bullat <ame
b the cor's roof.—Times iaff photo by Bruce McKim,

From Ielf ELMER DIXON, ART PALMER and E. J. BRISKER

T i

and blocking intersac-
tinns The coowd. bmka o
abaut midnight. akbough po
fee report sporadic e
L3:Ma, m,

Jians, 1§ snd
Negroes, were
piunded by Siwign pllts
by a man, 44, a \i ite

’ who ac-
cused Uhem of atsmpting 1o
o Him &t bis hoe dbout
%50 p. m. 3 near-oid
ded hospitalised for chest
and back injuries. The other
youth was treated for minor
injaries

The other injured officers
included:

Russ Staliman, brain con-
eussion used & JOCk-
thrower;  Tom  Witkowski,
Bitisa on the i by a pris
aner: Dale 4. Nelson, wrist

i 1
rn Uﬁ\’v Grimsrud and
Don Frakes, cuts

ESS conference
¢ protest rally,
president o

mation of 8. pollcereier
board of black citizens and
ouster of Charles 0.
s King County prosecu
attorm
Elmar pia
officer, sid
o 20 mcrbc
ct Piiner, an office: o
the Central Aroa Cammiltie

2 Pmm.-

spoks o Black Parthar peass coafarsnce

for Peace und Improvemer
said he. appeard at e
press conference © give his
grodp's Supparl He s o
member 6f the Police-Citizen
on  Committee formed
tly @ty o improve

en militanis

g

quarters sad beg;
the pickels
ke, Mo in

Firemen were kept busy

fag fire-bomb fir

Tirs bazab thrown . the
Patral Sguad on the
1d school grounds

about :30 p. m. resulted in
4 tedar-gas dispersal. There
was o gamage to the land-
seaping, police said.

Ry
5. Damage was e

evening police
several incidents oi
being nistaken fo”

e police car 7 o
ficer Marquari v
s fird o

Fast Cheery
oout 5240 p, o

THE INCIDENT ool

ired th
Tth potite 5

n
s en

10 the house. \\l\,m 10
e when

hitting Stalin
duslice Court Judge il

Pulice said three olm:a}E
assigned to guard the bi
ing were fired on ﬂ \els{

am, simittel
T Blisan Hosprie

SEATTLE'S LARGEST AND FINEST

GROUP OF QUALITY MEN'S STORES
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Figure 72. Article mentioning the “arrest of two Black Panthers” is blamed for the “violent disturbances that
erupted in the central district” Black Panther Party. Seattle Daily Times, Tuesday, July 30, 1968.

Ramon Blames Disturbances on Arrests

The wrrest of two Black  a rally of sbour 50 demon- ANODTHER BRALLY a

Panthers vesterday was strators, many  of  them  gg
klemed for viedent disterb-  white, paraded arounc the
ances that erupged in the  Public Safety Building ves-
central district last night, terday wgni‘ng and shenutad

d High Schosd Play-
field during the evening alsc
drew supparters of the twe

Police Chied Frank Ramon  for the release of Asaron  Plack milizént
said today. Dixon, 18, and Lurtis Harris The chiet said, 1 fesl bt b
The chiel pointed out that 22 from the city jeil. safe m gssume thers is ¢
connection.

30 Police-Action Protesters
Crowd Into Chief’s Office

Folice and ohservers in the
aree of the disturbances alsn
noted last night that the age
wny of the perticipants
stemied (0 e older than the
teen-apers who have domi
vt peevives Jisle baoces,

“This is the second time

A group of about 30 young  arms suffered al the hands N older pgroup has ap-

persons crowded into Police  of police last nigit
zht.

Chief Frank Ramaon’s recep-
tion office shartly after noon
today in protest over pollce

poured without a scresn of
juveniles."  Ramon  pointe

Severa uniformed officers
met the crowd as It rooved The previous time  was

gction in the Central Dis. toward the chief's €ourtl-  during the July 2 disturk
LricE. flnor olfize. One white youth  ances. he said.
The group left peacefully Was lorchly ejected wien he

when thew found the chief pasted o poster calling for “IT 15 IMPORTANT 1o i
tha relc_as_e of Hrey Mewton cmphasize that the police de-
Members of the group, on & wallin the office.

was not in his office.

both white and biack, ex

Mewtor,'a Hlack Panther We did use gas on

pirtment did aot

pressed anger aver the han-  leadar, & on trial im Oak-  perse & groop. Alsn there

dling of blacks. One wouth land,
zaid he has marks on his  mucder of a policaman.

Calif., accused of the were many frecrackers. T

fire a shot 3
@ dis lee

apears thw VLS Bn wetempl

] d“.w fire  Trom  pulize
oific
The chie? said ke was at
home  during  the  disturb-
ance, but never more than 15
miniates from the sceme, a§
Assistant Police Chief M, E
Cook direcled police in the

EFed.

“1 spent a grear deal of :
time on the phone and was
fully informed and [ ralked
on more than one occasion
with  Acting  Mayor  Floyd
Miller.” (Mawor Brauman is
in Miami o address the Re- |
publican  Flatform  Commit-
)

(Pold M‘-!ﬂlvernm b

'More Security wlltll

FALSE TEETH

At Any Time |

in fear of false teeth

cobiling or @reppag |

wrang time. For R

\.' awc'l e comino r]

ltile FASTERTF |

|-1=|a . F \.SlEL.THhOLds.
tactls |1|-mar Makes =ii
\

ASTV, gOaky s
Wlune I;Tef. h."
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muulc'll See_your dentlst regulariy

Cet FASTEETH at all dmz
L
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Figure 73. Article accusing police of “political act” against Black Panther Party. Seattle Daily Times,
Wednesday, July 31, 1968.

Police Persecution
Charged by Leader
Of Black Panthers

Aaron Dixon, captain of
thé Black Panther Party|
and Curtis Harris, assistant
captain, yesterday evening
accused the Police Depart-
ment of attempting to des-
troy their group as a politi-
cal entity through arrests.

“My real concern about
this thing is that I'm running
for political office and
they've arrested me twice —
for carrying a concealed
weapon — a water hose and
a 3-inch-blade knife — and
again Monday,” Harris said.
He said he will be a candi-
date for the State House of
Representatives from the
37th District.

Harris and Dixon were ar-
rested as police served a
search warrant at Black
Panther headquarters, 1127
34th Ave., at noon Monday.
Harris was freed w1thuut
being charged shortly before
noon yesterday,

Dixon, 19, was charged
with grand larceny by pos-

session of a typewriter taken
from the Legal Services Cen-
ter. He was freed after post-
ing 83,000 bail.

Black Panther sources
have said the machine was
donated to the party.

Harris said the arrests
were made to achieve publi-
city against him.

“I believe this is a politi-
cal act against me as a rep-
resentative running for can-
didate for the 37th District,”
Harris said. “For Brother
Dixon's case, I really believe
they're trying to put him be-
hind bars.

Harris said that he saw
only violence as a way to get
the white policeman out of
the black community.

Dixon denied a report pro-
vided to The Times by the
Associated Press yesterday
that membership in - the
Black Panther Party totals
15 to 30 persons. He said
there were ‘‘several hun-
dred’’ members, both active
and inactive.
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Figure 74. Article mentioning “several arrests of Negroes under 18 for violation of the city-wide 10 p.m.
curfew” will not stop central district festival. Seattle Daily Times, Thursday, August 01, 1968.

Central Festival Goes On

Central-area Summer Fes-

tival activities, including
outdeor dancing until 11:30
p. m. today, were to con-
tinue as scheduled,
Whitchead, director of. the
sponsoring Central Area Mo—

tivation Program.  said
today.
However, the possibility

remained that plans could be
changed hy evening. i

Concern had . bsen ex-
pressed because of disturb-
ances and mass.arrests In
the area last night and early
this morning.

Programs of entertain-
ment began at 10 a. m. today
at the T. T. Minor Elemen-

Harold

tary School playground. The
program is scheduled to con-
tinue at T. T. Minor tomor-
row and Saturday from 10 a.
m. until" J1:30 p. m. with an
outdoor - dance each night
from 10 until 11:30.

“Right now we are plan-
ning to go ahead as sched-
uled,’” Whitehead said. “'We
are expecting no problems.”

At a press.conference yes-
terday,.Whitehead expressed
disappointment nover the can-
cellation. of the central
area's Mardi Gras parade.

He said many area residents.

have suggested an all-black
parade to be held in the area
in late August.

Whitehead said meetings
will be held next week to dis-
cuss the desirability and fea-
sibility of such a parade.

Whitehead said coopera-
tion from nrganizatinnz

within the community has
been pledged.
Aagron Dixon., Black Pan-

ther Party captain, said:

“1 pledge Panther support
and responsibility for the
black community, but 1 also
say that if there is ahnormal
police activity in the area we

will relinguish all
responsibility.”
LAST NIGHT there were

several arrests of Negroes
under 18 for violation of the

® Classified Advertising | -

FIETH SECTION
Thursday, Auqust |, 1968 41
city-wide 10 p. m. curfew, tend orzanized functions

which generally is loosely
enforced.

The chief said youths
under 18 are allowed to at-

after 10 p. m. but must go
directly home afterwards ‘to
avoid  arrest for curfew
violation. 3

Figure 75. Article mentioning mass arrests of youth in Central District; Seattle Chapter of the Black Panther

Party also reports “rocks were thrown through windows of their [Madrona] headquarters”. Seattle Daily
Times, Thursday, August 01, 1968.

More Than 50 to Be Charged in Unrest

More thau 5 0F the ‘68 per-
sons  atrestéd  during 4t
night’s disturbances In the
central area were expicted
L. be charged today,

The inasy arresis resulted
from a stepped-up police en-
Torcemnent ardered by Folice
il Frank Raron - apd
Mayar Breman as incidenis
ol |, ook throwing and - fire
b"u:lbngs continwed for the
third might in the ares,

FIVE PERSONS, two mo-
torists und two pedestriang,
were injured. Firemen pe-
spotcded to 13 arson fires, In.
cluding a fire hombing i a
porfable at the Horace Mann
School that cAnsed an esti-
mated $30 damaga.

‘Four youths eccused of as-
saiiltitiz a police officer ware
placed in the ¥outh Service
Cetiler. There were police
reparts of punfire bat no re-
ports of injury or damege

firearms.
- Ramon said todey 1¢ of the

persoms arrested were juwe.
. miles.

Most of the adulis are ex-
pected to be charged with
unlawful assembiy, a gross
misdemaanor. The juveniles
are expected (o be charged
with curfew viglations and
failure to disperse.

Fifty-five persons
heid in the city jall.

Forty-nine of the arrests
were made at 2ird Avenune
and East Cherry Street

were

ahout W3 p, m. as crowds.

taed to leave the area affer
police warnings, that they
wounld be srresied i they
did not. All these arrested
were Negroes,

The injury reports include:

Mrs, Wilma Lanzer, 38, of
Aberdven, a passenger in an
automobile, face cuts when a
rock was thrown through a
window of the car in E?rd
Avenue at 50 poom

Michae] Steef, 21, of f234%%
Rainier Ave. §., scrapes and
cuts when he was  pulled
frgm his motoreyele by a

group of youths at 2rd Ave-
npe  and East  Jefersim
Street about £ p. m. The mo-
torcyle was set afire and the
flre spread to a wtility po]a.

Harold Hudson, 53, of 303
N. E. §Tth 5t., head cuts
when his car was hit by
rocks and boltles at 2drd
Avenue and East Jefferson
Street about %45 p. m.

Joseph Kirke, 46, of 319
Eith Ave, and his wife,
Cornelia Ella, 44, scrapes
and bruizes when they ware
assaunfted by a group of six
m 0 youths in I8th Avenue
near East Alder Street about
I1 p. m, Kirke said he was
punched I the face and
slashed on the ankle, appar-
ently by a knife.

Fire Chief Gordon Viekery
said @ shot ways fired al fire-
mien in the M Block of 2ird
Avenue while on the way 0
the Mann School fire. Vick-
ery =aid two fire bombs wers
thrown-at a pbriable, ¢aus-
ing damage of about $20.

Other fires included a can

Ramon Promises Police Action

Police action necessary to
establish peace in the cen-
tral drem will be taken, Chier
Fratk Ramon said today.

He said his department
has tried to maintein brder
without arresting lerge num-
bers of persons but that
these efforts’ have Thesn
unsucoessiul.

RAMON issved the follow-
ing statement regarding
mass arrests made during
the nighe:

“Last night the Seattle Po-
lice Department mede 89 5r-
rests for offenses directly
connected with disturbances
that have heen pocurring in
the central area, OF the 6%
persuns arrested, 19 of them
were jureniles,

“In 3 fonr-month peripd, in
nearly a dozen mights,
groups of individwals in the
same geographic arca bave
aszaulted people, destroyed
property and cawsed o dis-
ruption of e normally peace-
ful neighborhoed.

- normal traftic has

"During.. this period ~of '

time.the Seattle Police De
partment, irdeed all agencies
of city government, have
heen directly involved with
every identifiaple  cornmu-
nity organization m a contin-
ning attempt to restore order
without  arresting & preat
muny people. There efforts
have not been suecessful.
“THE ACTIONS of & nu-
merically few people have
cansed & theeat and disrup-
thos of normal comminity
activitles which cannot be
permitbéd  continue.  This
disruption has imvolved re-
peated attacks on business
property, automcbilas, city
equipment :nd individuals.
*“The indiscriminate throw-
ing of fire bombs has caused
substantial monetary loss as

well s cresting prave fears

in the minds of many people.
The use of some slreets for
een de-
nied to the residents of this
city.

“Tranglt service has been
curtatled or stopped 0 the
great inconvenicoce of many
innocent persens.

“Every attempt by the
community itself to conirol
thiz small number of persons
has met with complete coor-
dimation and cooperation by
povernmental agencles. This
kind of situation cannol eon-
tinue night after night.

"The arrests last night
did, for at least the might of

July 31 and the early morn--

ing of August 1, bring peace
end order to this commurity.
The poflee action necessary
o continge o maintain this
peace will betaken. One res-
ident in the community said
o ome at 12:00 4, m., “For
the firet time In 2 lnng time,
1 will be able @ sleep to-
mizht. "He end all the rest of
£he Tesidents in this commu-
nity can be assured Chey will
be able to sleep in peace
with their normal sense of
security from oow on™

of pesoline” ignited at the
deor to & market at 331 York
Road %, causing §150 dam-
age, and several firehombs
that ignited grass and a va-
cent building at 2111 E.
Jefferson 51

& frebomb at the Denny-
Bliine Pharmacy, M6 E.
Denny  Way, caused §100-
demage about 2:45 p. m.

A spokesman for the
Bhel " Tanthor “Parly said
vocks ware fhrown through
wndows of their headgoar-
ters at 1127L4 J4th  Ave
sbout 2 a.m.

A MYEAR-OLD youth
was held without charge
after he was accusasd of fir-
ing & shot at the fire engine
responding to the Mann fire.
Pulice officess Robert Fitch
anpd R. W. Lowman reported
that they found a 25-callber
lpaded automatic plstol in
the youth's hand when they
arrested  him near Garfield
Hgh School.

During the mass arress,
William T, Cos, dred, 19, of
77 32nd Ave., was Selzed by
ficer Doug Fritachy wha
gzid he sew & piatol in Cox's

Cox was charged with car- -

Tying a Ioaded weapon under
the concealed-weapon  sece
tigm of the mumc:pcal e,
Bail s £500.

POLICE SAID that as thc}r
seized their prisoners lear
Eas was hined 0 disperse the
balance of the cro rf

Alonzy Flelds, 27, of 2500
S Hing S, rppnmﬁ 0 pi-
lize that two fire bombs
were thrown &t his cow truck
as he drove in Boven Avenue
aid East Fir Street about
12:25 . m. todey. Both fell
to the street, he reported.

Palice said tha;l after the
the

I3 arrests streels

were cleared,

Mayor Braman made a
anrprise visit to police wnits
a. Xrd Avenue and Eezt
Tesler Wiy aboul swiduighl
and told the assembled offi-

cers that their efforts were 4005 ith Awe. N E.,
appreciated. parted
Marvin  Genaver, 25, of

Flames roared up the side of a vacant l:mlcl'mg

at st Avenue and Best Jefferson Stract,
sm.:{ the blaze wm set—Fhato by Tim Burge:s.

Firemen

e he wallked across the Crare

w, poliee he was field playfield about 230 p.
seized and robbed of 20 a5 m. yesterday,
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Figure 76. Article mentioning Black Panther Party captain Aaron Dixon says “Seattle’s black community

wants its own police force” due to "harassment of... blacks in general”.

02, 1968.

Seattle Daily Times, Friday, August

$100 Donated to Black Panthers at Bellevue

By DAVE SUFFIA

A black beret was passed
among 1 Bellevue-area re-
sidents last nipht amd re-
turned with more than $100
in donations for the Black
Fanther Pary 4

While the hat wras cifoulat-
ing at the Bellevue Flrsg
Coogregational Church,
Aaron Dixon, Seaitte Black
Fanther captain, and four
fellow members proclaimed
their pary platform: “Politi-
cial power ¢omes out of the
brarred of a gun,”

The meeling was spon-
soved by the East Side
Conference o Religion and
Race.

Rocks Injure 2 As
Central Area Calms

By MIKE WYNE

Twe perstas were icjured
by rocks thrown by youths
slong Tird Avenue lest night
az police spent a compara-
tvely quist evening in the
central area.

Francis Haupt, 2738 Gar-
lough Ave. 5. W., a building
conlractor, was admitted to
Providence Hospital  with
head culs and possible fur-
ther head Injuriss after he
‘was struck by bricks at East
Jefferson Street about 5:45

p. I

Maynard Wege, 44, of 3817
M. E. 78th 5., siuffered face
cuts at East Yesler Way
about 8:25 p. m. in a hail of
rocks. He was treated at
Providence,

Police said Haupt's vehicle
is equipped with a citizen’s
band radio, which may
have been mistaken for 2 po-
lice radino.

FIREMEN responded: to
thres arson fires, including =
fire in a0 abandoned house
at K3 2nd Ave, that de-
stroyed the porch and roof
about 10:3% p, m.

Twwr rubberes werg TE-
ported. Richard L. Murphy,
44, of 800 15th Awe., reportad
loging 380 to 4 man armed
with & pistol fear 15th Awve-
nne and East Marion Streat
at $:35 p. m,

Alan Johnson, 32, of 3507 S,
McClallan &L, reported six
yauths, arted with a pistol
and a rifle, forced him from
his car in the Mount Baker
Eeach parking lot at 11:10 p,

“Seli-defense is our first
conesérn,” Dion  sid, ex-
plaining the motivation of
the national pabitical parey
that Is made up of hlack per-
sons penerally hetwaen 18
and 30 years ald.

“We have to arm al] our
brothers o protect them-
selves." Dixon said.

audiefice, made up mostly of
teen-agers and young adults.
Many were barefooted;
someé were hearded. Almost
all appeared gympathetic,

John Sorensen, a Bellevue
High School teacher who pe-
sided in  Seattle's contral
aresd as @ youth, modersied
the discussion.

“We doe oot helieve in
tets,” ome of the . young
blacks said, “we belisve in
revolution.™

Msked what thélr dremands
were, one of the Panthers re-
plied, *Just zet off my froe-
dotn or get blown of [

“ls that what it comes,
down  to, violence? Ln't
there amy other way?™ a
wrdman ssked.

What's left hbul
lence,"” Sorensen said.

DIXON SAID the Panthers
have betn responsible for
quigtlng central-area  dis-
turbances in recent weeks

Curtis  Harris, assisiant
captain  of the party in |

DIXON SAID Secattle’s
black comimoity wants its
own palice foree. He charged
Seattle police with harass-
e UF D15 PATTY &nd blacks
in generel and with brutality
against blacks.

. Dizon  recelved  frequent
applause from the Béllévue

wig=

m. and ardersd him to go

swimming when they found

he did not have a wallet,
Johnson said that when he

raily for the support of Huey

Seattle, at a press confer- District. L .
ance edrlier yesterday, said  He also complained thet P. Newton at Garfield High
hia and E. J. Briskr, a windows were broken at School &t 7T p.m. ttmormow.

Black Panther headquarters
at 11274 34th Ave. Tuesday
night

Harris also announced a

Newtom, & Black Panther
leader im_ Oakland, Calif., is
on trisl o Lhirﬁcs of slay-
[ng an Cakland policeman.

Black Panther member,
planmed o file their candida-

for state representative
Positions 1 and 2 in the 37th

-~ LIFETIME SECURITY IN RETIREMEMT AT THE FUTURE S
o

H _/__,.'CALL ADMISSIONS GOUNSELOR

2-6010

EE' FOR PEQPLE OVER 50!

“2NOW LEASING

\k.u?mus ADORESS:
(P.O. BOX 2143
SEATILE, WASH. 98111
77 LEASING OFACE:

'El,ﬂ ALK| AYENUE SOUTHWEST J

Toetuzmed to his car, his S150
CAMETR WAS fmissing,

POLICE  reported  there
WETEs In concentrations larg-
er than 15 persins last night.

TPalice Chief Frank Ramon
termeed conditions calm com-
pared to the past e
nights.

Police said the district was
quiet widl about 530 p. m.
when police responded to &
repoxt that yooths were at-
tempting to break dato an
autoandbile in the parking lot
of &Garfield High Schoal,
Rocls throwing began as po-
lice Fnoved inte the Z3rd Ave-
nie and East Jeffersom |
Strest grea.

A youth, 17, who had a |
Inifer, was taken imto cus-
tody. questioned and Te-
lzased to his parents,

MOST OF THE groups of
youths disappeared from the
streets ahaot 11 p. m, Aboue
that time detectives said
thoy stopped a geosp  of
youths from entesing hlinor
Sehiowal

Seweral false slarms were
reporied a5 the youths
moved noisily throogh the
ares 1o their hemes. |

Jogee Rasmussen, 35, of
1521 10th Ave., reported "two
windows in her home wore
broken.

{Human Rights Task
Foree, Council of Chorches
criticiie mass arrests. Pag
%)
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Figure 77. Article mentioning 13 charges filed against people “in connection with a disturbance in the central
area”. Seattle Daily Times, Friday, August 02, 1968.

13 Charged After
Mass Arrests

Charﬁﬂ againgt 13 parsons
werw liled  yesterday  and
today in connection with a
disturbance o Qe wenlal
ares Wednesday night

The newest chargss came
thiz= moming when four
¥OUDg men were accussd in
Justice Cowrt of remmining
ifler & police warned =2
crowd to disperse. The mis
demeanor charge wes [iled
todey against Clifton Eyrd,
2%, of 178 27th Ave; Tommy
Lee Fuller, 23 of 200 22
Ave, E.; Fack Mines, 13, of
521 21st Awve., =and Framk
Monmoe Wilcher, X7, of 916
Tind Ave. 5.

Identicalcharpes were
filed yesterday against Hob-
eri Curlis Rohertson, 2%, of
2700 E. Union St; Ssymon A,
Gray, IZ, of 2IZ3 James &t
David Leslie Dinish, 22, of
2131 E. Jefferson St, apd
Rivmond Norwood, 25, of
807 15th Awe,

THE CHARGE carrics a
maximum penalty of a 3250
Fine or 30 days in jail, Jus-
tice Court Judge James T
Dioreset hail of $50 for each
suspect. .

Also filed today was a sec-
ond-degrec-assault charge
against Michae! Donald Bent-

ey, 20, of 323 30th Ave., in-

the firing of & pistol &
Seattle fﬁ'emm ing
tn an alarm Wednesday at
Horace Mann School,
Deputy Prosecutor William
Dowell said the pistol was
fired at a truck carmying Le.
George E. Money a.'u;xfn'e
ather firemen, No one was
hit. The truck was at 2ird
Avenue' and East Jeffersen
Street,
Judge Dare set bail of
55,000 on Bentley. ’
The nine charpes were
filed after the staif of Prose-
cutor Charles 0. Carroll re-
viewsd 43 cases arising out
of Wednesday's ineidene. A
tidal of 63 pérsons, including
18 juvenile:, were arrested
that night, zccording to Po-
lice Depariment figures.
The cases on which the
prosecutor's office declined

te tzke achon will be re-
viewed by the city corpora-
tion counsal for  possible
vl pees Do Munidpal Court.

FOUR. PERSONS also
were charged in Municipal
Court yesterday in connec-
tion with the distarbence.

Williem J. Cox, 3rd, of 773
dind Ave., was charged with
curraing a concealed weapin
and released on 3500 bond.

Jerry E. Carson, 24, and I
Ronzcld Carsom, 35, both of
503 Fird Awa , were accused
of refusing to obey an offi-
cer. Both pusted §50 beil.

Rodert E. Parker, 18, of
12810 5. E. 2th St., Bellevue,
was  accosed of disordery
comdwct. He was being held
in Heen of $100 bail.

Superior Court Judge
Lioyd Shorett yesterday
granted 2 writ of habeas cor-
e releasing most of tha M
persoms who bed been held
}niia.ll on ﬁil:_a'picim of unlaw-

ul  mssemmbly. No charges
had been broeght against
thoses released.

JUDGE SHORETT said he
realized the mess armest in
the coentral ares Wednesday
night- placed a burden on the
Police Department in pre-
parireg cases, Bot he said
that in making his decision
he had to balance that fact
agairst the rights of individ-
wls.

The judge told ity pro-
secutars that after the prose-
cutor-s office hkas had time
to stmdy the cases, charges
couldE be filed, warrants is-
sued and the persoms ar-
Testes gEain.

Magor Braman said yes- |

terdery the mass-arrest tactic
used by police Wednesday
night was successiul because
it stomped trouble in the cen-
tral =rea. .

THE MAYOR sazid he te-
gretted having to use force
to halt the disturbance and
recogmized that some inno-
cenl  pegple will be taken
into costedy in mass amests.

¥
1

Figure 78. Article mentioning 78 people arrested by police “after several nights of fire bomb throwing,
sniper-shooting and rock-throwing” in the central area. Seattle Daily Times, Sunday, August 04, 1968.

i THE WEEK WAS A tense one in the central area. Seven-
~ty-eight persons were arrested by police one night after
:several nights of fire bomb throwing, sniper-shooting and
-Tock-throwing.

t  Two police officers were wounded when bullets were
:fired through the roof of their patrol car. One of the fires
;caused an estimated $220,000 damagé to a large building at
:120 Lakeside Ave. S., used for boat-building and sail-making.

> Also, two leaders of the Black Panther Party wére ar-
-rested and one of them was cliarged with pussession of
-stolen property — two typewriters. The other was released
“without being charged. .
3 % By the end of the week, tensions appeared to have sub-
“sided. -
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Figure 79. Article mentioning campaign to get charges dropped against captain of Seattle’s Black Panther
Party. Seattle Daily Times, Tuesday, August 06, 1968.

Coaltion Hopes
To Clear

Pamher Chief

campaign to get a
chargp against the captain of
Seattle’s Black Fanthei Par-
ty dropped was announced
today by a coalition of
Broups.

The plans include a dem-
onsiration at noon tomorrow
at the Municipal Building.

The Panther captain, Aar-
on Dixon, 19, was charged
with grand larceny by pos-
session after police raided
the party's offfce July 29.
Twa typewriters which the
police said had been stolen
were confiscated.

The campaign to get the
charge dropped was an-
nounced at a press confer-
ence at the University of
Washington Student Union
Building by representatives
of the Young Socialist Alli-
ance, Draft Resistance, the
Peace and Freedom Party
and the U, W. Commitiee of
Black and White Concerned.

Spokesmen said the ad hoc
committee has invited May-
or Braman and Prosecutor
Charles 0. Carroll to meet
with representatives of the
demonstrators tomorrow  to
hear why the charpes should
be dropped.
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Figure 80. Article mentioning rally of “75 persons, predominantly white” protesting charges against captain of
Seattle’s Black Panther Party. Seattle Daily Times, Wednesday, August 07, 1968.

Whites Attend
Rally on Behalf
Of Jailed Black

About 75 persons, predomi-
nantly white, massed on the
Fifth Awenue plaza of the
Fublic Safety Building about
noon today to protest . a
charge against an officer of
Seattle’s Black Fanther Far-

N

The group sent a delega-
oo to moot with Proseoutor
Charles O. Carroll and held
a meeting to dispuss ways of
achieving their goal.

The rally was announced
yesterday by a coalition of
likeral student groups at the
« University of Washington.

A spokesman  fold  the

crowrd the mayor had agreed

_-In meet with representatives
- it 330 p. m. Tuesday.

The group was profesting
a charge of prand larceny by
possession  brought againat
Aaron Dixom, 19, after police
raided the Black Panther
o headguarters July 1. Police
. confiscated two typewrilers
" they said were stolen.

While & delegation of six
went to meet with Carroll,
the demonatralgrs, whose
nurnher bad grown to more
than 100, marched in front
of the Fourth Avenue en-
trance of the County Court-
hiouge,

About 1 p m., a large
group moved into the Coort-
honse lobby, where they be-
gan chanting slogena. They
were met by the delegation
returning from the prosecu-
tor's office and the group
©oreturned to the Public Safe-
ty Building plaza.

Spokesmen for the delega-
tion reported that Carcoll
had rvefused tn meest with
all the demonstrators,

At the second meeling, one
dampnstrator suggested the
group go bo Carroll's office
and throwr him out. Another
made violent threats, One
woman  supgested  anolher
rally be held later in the

waeh.

' The group debatsd “‘ac-
tion pow™ or “lecer” and
vated to wail,

Paolice questioned one men
who was cari¥ing & =mall
hunting knife in a sheath
attached fo his belt. The
- man was released and the
. knife returned to him.

Foaams

e aw - = -y

L

oy
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Figure 81. Article mentioning Seattle School District bus used to transport people to a rally supporting the
captain of Seattle’s Black Panther Party; accompanying article mentions he pleads as innocent. Seattle Daily
Times, Thursday, August 08, 1968.

Officials Probe Use

Of School Bus To
Aid ‘Panther’ Rally

Officials of a state-fund-
ed summer - education pro-
gram of the Seattle School
District were checking today
on how one of their buses
was used yesterday to trans-
port about 25 Negro youths
to a rally supporting Aaron
Dixon, BI&CK Paniher Parly
eader.

The black and yellow bus’

is owned by the Mountlake

Christian School, a conserva- -

tive private school at 23606
54th Ave. W., but is being
leased to the Scattle School
District.

IT IS BEING used .in the
state-funded Summer Em-
phasis on Education and
Knowledge, which is under
the direction of the Seattle
School District. SEEK is a

Landsceping Economy
AUBURN, N. Y. — (AP)
= Members of the school
board and school administra-
tors, feeling that $6,000 was
too much to pay for land-
scaping, did the work them-
selves. They completed the
five-acre site at Cayuga Cen-
tral Junio-Senior High School

at a cost of §530.

sumnier enrichment pro-

gram, primarily for central-
area youth,

A SEEK official said he
knew of no authorization to
use the bus for the rally

The rally at the Public
Safety Building Plaza was to
protest the recent arrest of
Dixon on a charge of grand
larceny by possession of a
stolen typewriter. Dixon, free
on $3,000 bai, said the type-
writer was donated (o the
Panthers.

ORGANIZERS of the rally
were the Students for a
Democratic Society, the
Young Sociclist Alliance, the
Peace and Freedom Party
and the Scialist Workers
Party.

Edgar Atkinson, prESldent
of the Mountlake Christian
School, said that he did not
know anything about the sit-
uation becanse the bus was
leased. “We certainly would
not apprave of such_use,” he
said.

Youths held signs out the
windows of the bus reading
“Free Aaro1” and “Support
the Black Panthers.”

As the bus took them from
the rally, several shouted
“'pigs” at police in passing
Cruiser cars.

Twa black youths ran o a school bus, leased o the Seattle Schoal District
for a state-supported, summer-education program, yesterday after leaving a
Tohy- Protuching The secse: srresh of Aaron. Dizon, BEEFRIGERAR)  captuin:

Panther Pleads Innocent

‘Aaron Dixon, 19, captain of
the Seattle Black Panther
Party, pleaded innocent of
grand larceny by possession
oday when he was ar-
raigned before Superior
Court Judge Story Birdseye.
Deputy Prosecutor Patri-
cia G. Harber accused Dixon
of having a typewriter that
was taken from the Legal
Services Centers  between
Juiy 18 and 29, and with
knowing that it h
“wrongiully appropriated. "

Mrs. Hatber said the type-
writer had been loaned to
the anti-poverty legal pro-
gram as a demonstration
model. The typewriter was
discovered missing Tuly 19,

ON A SEARCH warrant,
Seattle police found the type-
writer in Black Panther
headquarters at 1127 34th
Ave.

A trial date will be set lat-
er. Dizon appeared for ar-
raignment with William L.
Dwyer, attorney.

Three of the four youths
charged with second-degree
assault by throwing fire-
bombs at police officers dur-
ing a central-area disturh-
ance July 3 pleaded inno-

L.
They were John T, Brakes,

Thursday, August 8, (968

Jr., 18, Michael Fay Parker,
19, and Arthur Lee Sinclair,
18. A fourth youth, Ronald
Lee Lewis, 20, weill be ar-
raigneg later.

The trial was set for Noy-
ember 20.

MRS. HARBER said each
of the four is accused of
throwing firebombs at six
police officers -in the 2400
Block of East Union Street.
She Said the OLficexs WeTe at
tempting tc disperse a crowd
when the bom bs were
thrown into the street
immediately in front of
them.

Velma Moore, 56, charged
with second-degree murder
for the shooting of Sam
Burks, Jr., 45, July 25, plead-
ed innocent, Her (rial was
set to begin Novernber 20

Mrs. Moore is accused of
shocting Burks with a .22-
caliber revolver im an alley
off South Main Street be-
tween First and Occidental
Avenues South.

Witnesses told police the
shooting fcllowed a guarrel
about a bottle of wine.

Charles Walter Young, 4
who was charged with hrst-
degree murder in 1961,
pleaded innocent. His attor-
ney, Charles' M. Stokes, told

The Seattle Tines §

the judge he plans to enter a
special plea that his client is
innocent by reason of insauj-

y.

YOUNG is accused of
shooting Mrs. Linda B. Nit-
ting, 42, with a .38-caliber re-
volver December 3, 1961. She
‘was shot as she fled from;a
man in front of 1615 E. Fir
St. N

Young surrendered td . po-
lice four days aiter the
crime but said he remem-
bered nothing about the
shooting. After psychiatrists
examined him the court dé-
termined that he was not
competent to stand trial and
he was committed to East-
ern State Hospital.

Tn May the hospital report-
ed that Young had recovered
from his mental illness and
was returned to county
1. His trial was set to be-
gin September 25.

South Africa
Exports Brandy

OTTAWA — Canada ob-
tains more than one fourth
of its imported brandy from
the Republic of South Africa.
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Figure 82. Article mentioning “demonstrators, predominantly white” protest grand larceny charges of the
captain of the Seattle Chapter of the Black Panther Party. Seattle Daily Times, Thursday, August 08, 1968.

Panther Supporters
Decide Not to Storm
Prosecutor's Office

A group of about 100 dem-
nnatrators  decided  against
proposals to storm Prosecu-
tor Charles (. Carrall’s of-
Fiee yesterday but pledged
their continwed support for
Aaron Dixon, Black Faather
Fariy captain.

The demonstrators, opre-
dominently white, massed in
the Public Sefety Building
Plzza to protest both the re-
cent arrest of Dixon and po-
lice harassment of the Pan-
thers and the hlack commu-
nity.

Dixon has heen charged
with grand Jarceny by pos-
session of lwo Stolen Lype-
writers confiscated by police
at Panther headquarters. He
has been free on 53,000 bail.

The demonstrators de-
manded that the charges be
dropped.

THEY CARRIED s=igns
reading: “Free Aaron or the
Sky's the Limit," "Black
Control of the Black Commu-
nity.” and “"Remove Prose-
cutor {Raciet) Carrodl.™

The rally Bt noon was or-
genized by the Students for a
Democratic  Society, Draft
Reslstame ol Sealile, the

Party, 2
leader, led most of the raily.

During the rally, constroe-
tion werkers for the court-
house remodeling leaned out
seventb-floor windows, heck-
Ting the dememstrators. A
erude sign was d.splayed by
a worker reading: “Go
Home. Get 2 Joh."

Several black ywmths
rushad to the building but
were turmed beck by a depu-
ty cheriff at’the floor where
the comstruction workers
were

A vole wis taken (o send
six delegates fo Carroll's of-
fice rather tham the entire
eroug, Carroll met with rep-

resgntatives of the group for
about 20 minutes,  turning
down thelr demand that he
meet with all of them in pub-
lic and with the press. He
said he could not discuss
Dixon's case hecause it is
pending in court.

While the meeting was
going on in Cerroll's office,
demensirators marched out-
side the Fourth Avenue en-
trance Lo the County Court-
house and some hlack youths
wearing  black  ‘berets
marched thigugh  the  en-
trance and inside the build-
ing.

AFTER the meering with
Carrell, demcnstrators met
again n the plaza and debet-
ed whether to storm Car-
rolls office or lake actiom
later, Black speakers called
for storring the office *now

- mow ... now

Sreveral speakers referred
to Carroll as ("Carroll. {ns
black weuth shouoted: “We
should go in O'Carroll’s of-
fice and throw that racist
dog pig out of there,”

Some started toward the
building but were headed off
by Larry Coascit, Washing
ton-Oregon - courdinator  for
the Black Student Union. i

Just before a vole on the |
nexl move was taken, Gos
sett fold the gathering a |
Black cavcus had been held
and it was decided to act lat-
er: He sgii:

“"We decided we're golng
back to the community and |
Ten this dewn te them and
try to pet more support. We
advize ) not 1o move on |
the man tight now. There
are not erough of you and he
will bust ron. :

“We're pol running. We
want tn work out some strat-
egy and be better prepared.”

The demonstraters pledped
o garner support te build a
strong defense fund for Dix-
on.

Figure 83. Article mentioning “five white residents of the central area” calling a press conference decrying
“police brutality, abuse of bail, excessive fines and sentences and harassment of the Black Panther Party.”

Seattle Daily Times, Friday, August 16, 1968.

- Justice Broken Down,

:Say Central:

dents.

- Contending that there is
-.police bmtahty, abuse of
“bail, excessive fines and sen-
tences and harassment of
i.the Black Panther Pariy,
>~they appealed to the mayor,
police chief and prosecutor

“bring justice to the cen- :, . 4
tral community” by halting Miss Yates said the puablic .

the abuses.

PARTICIPATING in the sidents at her home Monday.

Five white residents of r.he
central area today cal]ed a
:<press conference to “‘express
‘concern” over what they
'Kcnntend is breakdown of jus-
«-tice - for central-area resi-

Area Whltes

statement resulted from a
meeting of about 30 white re-

press conference were Mor-

Young,

a salesman;

“WE LIVE HERE and we
know there is a Jack of jus-
tice,” Young said. “There is
a lack of faith with law en-
forcement, and order will
not, return until that faith is
restored.”

“We need a change of atti-
tude and of conduct on’ the
part of the Police Depart-
ment,” Palmer added.

said. “And we also know “We don’t justify the vio-
corrective changes can come  lence that has taken place n
about only if the general the area — no one .does,
.pubhc recognizes the ur- Young said in reply to a

ol gency of the situation.”

question.
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Figure 84. Article mentioning the shooting of Lewis T. Jackson, member of the Seattle Chapter of the Black
Panthers, by a white man. Seattle Daily Times, Saturday, August 17, 1968.

“He Was Shot
By White Man,
Says Negro

Lewis T. Jackson, 21, of
1707 Bellevoe Ave., who said
he iz a member of the Black
Panther _Party, told The
Times he was shot by a
white man after being fol-
lowed from the central area
early Sunday morning.
 From his bed at Harhor-

- view County Hospital, Jack-
son, a Negro from New Or-
leans, yesterday related
‘these events [0 reporters:

Jackson and a friend were
returning to Jackson's apart-
ment about 5 a. m. Sunday
morning. The friend noticed
a car following them about a
block and a half behind.

Jackson said the shooting
occurred after the firnd had
dropped him off at the Belle-
vue Avenue address.

He said the car which had
been following them waited
until his friend drove away,
then came speeding up the
street,

He said the shot came
from the driver, a white
man. Jackson did not notice
if there were others in the
car.

Before the shot, he heard
someone shout, “Nigger.”

Jackson made hiz way to
his apartment, where he
summoned aid. He suffered
a fractured rib, collapsed
Tung and partial paralysis
from the wound in the leil
side of his chest. He was ex-
pected to be released from
the hospital today.

Jackson said there were no
eyvewitnesses to the incident |
as far as he knows. i
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Figure 85. Article mentioning shooting death of Henry Boyer, Jr., member of the Seattle Chapter of the Black

Panther Party. Seattle Daily Times, Tuesday, August 27, 1968.

Inguest in

Shooting

Of Youth Requested

Prosecutor Charles 0. Car-
roll today asked Coroner Leo
M. Sowers to call an inquest
into the shooting death Fri-
day of Henry Boyer, Jr., 17,
of 2961 36th Ave. S.

The inquest will be at 8:30
a. m. Friday in the coroner’s
offices.

Henry was shoi in his
home with a .12-gauge shot-
gun. A man, 5, was arrest-
ed. Witnesses said the shoot-
ing followed a quarrel.

Funeral services for Henry
will be conducted by mem-
bers of the Black Panther
Party at 11 a. m. tomorrow

Play Will Help

Rumor Center
Thursday night's Ensem-
ble Theater performance of
““The Mather of Us All"" will
henefit the Seattle Rumor
Center.
Tickets, at $3.50, may be

reserved by calling the Ru- |

at  the Angelus Funeral
Home. Burial will be in
Mount. Pleasant.

Henry was a founding
member of the party here.

The funeral home said
Henry will be buried in his
Panther uniform, which in-
cludes a black leather jacket
and a black beret.

A eulogy written by party
members says in part that
“to die by the gun is to die
in a state of beautiful black-
ness and serenity.”

“Henry as well as others
blazed a trail of black na-
tionalism and self pride,”
the eulogy says. “Henry died
in dignity and freedom.”

Henry would have been a
senior at Cleveland High
School. He had been working
this summer at the Queen
Anne Branch Post Office.

Henry is survived hy his
moather, Mrs. Beatrice Dav-
is, Seattle, and his father,
Henrv Boyer, Detrnil. and
twn hall-sisters.

Figure 86. Article mentioning jury verdict for death of Henry Boyer, Jr., a member of the Seattle Chapter of
the Black Panther Party. Seattle Daily Times, Friday, August 30, 1968.

Jury Calls

Youth's Death
Justifiable’

The shooting death of Hen- |
ry Bover, Jr., 17, was ruled ;
“justifiable homicide™ to- |
dav by a coroner’s jury,

Henry was shot to death
by Edward McNeal, 54.
McNeal testified that the
youth repeatedly had threat-
ened he was “going to kill
McNeal.

“1 am going to kill you, I
am poing te kill you to-
night,” McNeal guoted the
youth as saying the night of
the shooting.

TESTIMONY showed that
McNeal and Mrs. Beulah
Davis, Henry’s mother,
quarreled before the shoot- |
ing. McMeal told the jury of
four men and two women he |
had been living with Mrs.
Davis for two years.

Henry was a founder of
the BIECK Panther _paity
here and would have been a
senior at Cleveland High
School next month.

=1 felt about like he was
my own kid,”" McNeal said,
under questioning by John
Aitken, deputy prosecutor.

Mrs. Davis and McNeal
hoth testified woung Bover
confronted McNeal with the
bolt-action rille and said he
was going to kill McNeal.

This occurred in the home
at 2061 36th Ave. 5. Mrs.
Davis said she took her son
into a bedroom and closed
the door and talked to Henry
20 minutes.

“He told me he would put
the gun down, so I let him
out,” Mrs. Davis said. She
said Henry then picked up
the gun and fired it at Mc-
Neal.

McNEAL SAID the bullet |

caused a munor wound on his
side and that he grabbed a
J12-gauge shetgun as Henry
ran to another part of the
home.

“The gun was pointed
right at me,” McMeal said,
answering a question from
Aitken. McNeal said he then
fired.

The jury deliberated an
hour before returning its
verdict.

McNeal has been in the
county jail since the shoot-
ing. The prosecutor’s office
will review the verdict and is
then expected to order Mc-
Neal's release.
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Figure 87. Article mentioning jury verdict for death of Henry Boyer, Jr., a member of the Seattle Chapter of
the Black Panther Party. Seattle Daily Times, Saturday, August 31, 1968.

Shooting Death
Called Justifiable

!The shooting death of
Henry Boyer. Jr.. 17, yes-
térday was ruled “justifable
homicide” by a coroner’s

HrY.

r-Henry, who would have
started his senior year at
Cleveland High School Wed-
nesday, was shot to death
August 23 by Edward Mc-
Néal 4.

: McNeai iestified during the
iuquest that he had lived
with {Mrs. Beulah Davis,
Henry's mother, two years
He said Henry told him “I
am going to kill you, I am
going to kill you tonight.”

i THIS THREAT followed a
timarrel hetween Mrs. Davis
and himself, McNeal testi-
tied.
*sThe disagreement devel-
.in Mrs, Davis’ home,
2861 36th Ave. 5., after
#enry had returned late and
MC.NE&I was preparing tc go
put ‘McNeal said.
Mrs. Davis and McNeat
hnth testified young Boyer

H

threatened McNeal with a
bolt-action rifle.

Mrs. Davis said she talked
with her son for 20 minutes
and that the vouth agreed to

“put down the gun.’

She said Henry then picked
up the weapon and fired it
at McNeal, McNeal said the
bullet inflected a minor
wound on his side.

McNEAL SAID he picked
up and loaded a shotgun as
Henry ran'to another rcom
in the home. McNeal said he
followed and found Henry.

““The gun was pointed right
at me,” McNeal said.

McNeal said he then fired
the shot which killed the
youth.

Henry was a founding
member of the Black Pan-
ther Party ir Seattle.

Deputy Prosecutor Joho
Aitken said the prosecutor’s
office would review the ver-
dict and probably order Mc-
Neal's release from the
county jail where he has
been held since the shooting.

Figure 88. Article mentioning Rainier Beach High School principal’s reaction to armed confrontation by the
Seattle Chapter of the Black Panther Party. Seattle Daily Times,

AT(Er SCHOOL. IMEN (N8 Tumor
began that about 200 whise
yoingsters had (hreatened
abn.;llx dozem Negro wouths.

Rainier Beach Unrest

Principal Talks to Students

By CONSTANTINE
ANGELOS

Education Ediior, The Times

“Some of your customary
freedoms will be infringed
upon,” Donald S. Means,
principal of Rainier Beach
Junior-Senior  High School,

- told his student body this
morning as a security task
force patrolled the school,
inside and outside.

In a 40-minute talk on the
schodl’s closed-circuit televi-
sion system, Means told the
youngsters that the = task
force is to assure parents
that the school will be main-
tained from outside and in-
side interference.

“We're certainly hoping
that this will be a very tem-
porary situation . . . for a
few days, maybe this week,”
Means explained.

PARENTS T A meeting
Saturday demanded that
measures be taken after dis-
turbances at the school, fed
by rumors of racial unrest,
spread through the Rainier
Beach community.

After school Wednesday,
the first day of school, a 16-
year-old white youth beat up
a l4-year-old black youth.
The older boy was suspend-
ed. About 200 white young-
sters were drawn to the fight

o o
beip patral the achoot, bat
schocl afficlals are “deter-

ple,” Means old the .

Senes

tmbers of the task force
o

st 29 bt ienes

“Its shnormally quist this
moring. 1 Tope very mauch
cys that way from fow
un,” Means repocted

MEANS ASKED the stu-
dents to discuss the situation
in heir roll raoms this mo-
ing. to logk &t facls and not
rumars The prineipal urged
1 s i

The students were io-
formed that for the time
atlantic Streel Park,
a the street from the
sckocd, is “off Limits” duting
the ‘éay and lunch periods
and that seior off-campus

“I really “dow't belleve we
need action of this magni-
tude, but if I were to object
or prolest, I would be ac-
cugaé  of minimizin, or
whitewashing. 1%s going iv
take measures of this severi-
1y o guaraniee security to
parents and community.™

The principal told the st
dants that thair schoo) i
reputation and
re of the school are jn-
wolvad.

“JUST WHO in this build-
ing i alra whom?*
Means asked.

“The gersm mast fright-

Seattle Dentist
On Basrd Ear

Danald 5. Maans prin
Juniar-Senior High Schosl,
marning on fhe school's closnd-
% Fwo Seatile police officers,
force, pairelled schoal hall:

Vic Condiatty.

ened should be the sevend-
T

mariey background
the person \xhw shoul

|-
dents.)

Plans called for a panel of
students Lo discuss the situi-
tion in & telecast this sftar-

woon.

Tige at one dme, that the
fles apparently were

They left by the frant door
after assuranices that no one
had been mmistreated, s
Seatlle police
tered another entrance of (e
schoal.

Pieans said police tol
they would make arrest

the
peace was disturbed . _ . my

own peace was,” Lhe princ-

aid
“I'm sure thay came in
with the vifles for purposss
of show, but those ihings

Monday, September 09, 1968.

fon system
of a sacurity Fask
mas, stafi photes by

EARLIER, MEAN- qm
been

But he urged the young-
sters to beware of o HTDFR
Gn WD oecastons the Seat
Rumor Center hed reports
that "“‘one E'l D\L[ students
feans not-

d

& tencher fd been it aver
the head with a chaif.

ur help is needed,” Means
dents. o doukt

ontatipns and scaffies and
fights among students.”

SCHOOL OFFICIALS are
ot avare of every incident,
he pointed gat. That is why
asked the yeungsters to
write things thet they had

n and things that had
happened to them

““Were any of you present |
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Figure 89. Article mentioning tighter gun laws as a result of the Seattle Chapter of the Black Panther Party’s
armed confrontation at Rainier Beach High School. Seattle Daily Times, Monday, September 13, 1968.
Tighter Gun Law Sought

Mayor Warns Black Panthers

Mayor Braman today (5
sued a statement warning
the Black  Panllier Parly

| that the city will not telerate
“anyoae trylng o take the
law into their own hands."

The mayor, who said that

| Monday he will ask the City
|mmnli W0 pass a tlighter
glmmu'nl law a5 an emer-
eisure, cited last

|wzaks incident at Rainer
Schoal when a
| group of Hlack Panthers en-
the principal's office
| with apparently unloaded ri-

a‘g*

| abost 1 or 2 per cent of our
| black n causing all
| troubles,"”  the

The mayor smd there “are
apt 1o be more guns in evi
dence uniess we #cl promps-
[

The mayor said he has an
agresment with Dr. Forbes
Bottornly, school  superin-
tendend. that oo policemen
will enter schoals unless they
are called by school offi-
cials.

“We realize that the mere
presence of police olficers in
a school can be distuptive o
educational processes. Bul
when palice ase calied, and
they do enter a school. they
are going 10 take ﬂmrgl: o
any trouble siwation.”

Framan said he wanted m
compliment students at Gar-
fheld and Rainier Beach High
Schools for their desire 1o
work out pescelul solutions
1o racal tensions.

Police Chief Frank C. Re-
man has proposed city legis
lation making it ualawful 2
carry or display any weapos
in a manner intended to in-
timbdate or annoy anothes
person.

The mayor said Corpora-
tion Counsel A. L. Newbauld
has a draft prepared.

“We believe it will mest
courl tests, taking into ac-
count  hasic laws  dealing

Transit CK’s Improved

Service For H

The Transit System has
agreed to give residents of

igh Point

Transit patrons, especially
thase in the High Point pub-

with rights to bear arms,"
Braman said.

Braman said the Black
Panthers have. i effect,
been  displaying mwe wview-
points — “one of purportediy
seeking o allay racial ten-
sions, and the other of caus-
ing serious trouble, such as
amnnng mu; BunE At a4

:'B‘Ia:k l’lﬂdm' official
cited in bumping of
l!rr.meu. Page 8, Youth In
Panther garh arrested in
harassment at grocery, Page
4. Youths in Panther
visit Roosevelt High Schoal,
Page 14.)

Credentials Presented
WARSAW = (UPI) — Wal-
wr J. Stoessel, Jr., newly
appointed United States am-
bassador to Poland, presents
ed his eredentials yesterday
tn Polish President Marshal

Figure 90. Article mentioning shooting of Welton Butch Armstead, member of the Seattle Chapter of the

Black Panther Party. Seattle Daily Times, Sunday, October 06, 1968.

Youth Fatally Shot in Struggle

(5ee Page f for phatograph.)

Welign _Buich Armistsad, 17, was
wounded fataliv by a police oificer
as thev grappled for contral of th’
officer’s pistnl and the \nt rh; £l
benhind 1706 Melrose Ave. 4o,
m. vesterdav.,

The vicr:m was
police.

The officer. Evitng J. Buttedahl
said he had fred two shots after
twice warning the wouth to drop a
rifle patnred at the offic

Buttedahi said that as ths youth
walked oward him he was muirer-
ing something about the officer not
having the right (o five the two shots
at him.

Buttedahi =aid he told the youth
to stop as the routh Beid ihe
his hip and appreached ihe nf
Ruttedahl said that as the
grabbad his pistel and
push it away. he
and grabbed at the rifle.

The shaoting in
the arresr ni e o
1. in a small automn
near Melrese Avenue and Tasi Dliva
Flace about 419 p. m.

Relarives of the ¢
he had besn in the aul
had tun fo 2 nearhy arzrtm
where he ohtaired rho ¢
siead argued with the acct nams ni

idenrmed by

in the automehile with
o r Megrnes and ran

with the N‘cupnnre of Lhe apartme
'u"an! ke Lnew, then left, ieli
them he had o dn it witnesses said.

Anr necupant of the apartment at
1207 Bellevue Ave. nold police Arm-
stead gave instructions that a pistol
ba taken o one of the nccupants of
the car and that he would cover the
motorist from the rear.

The vouth was seen jumping from
the rear of the apartment house into
ihe hackvard. where Buttedahl found
him.

Police Capd. Frank Moore said nu-
merous pelice were sent intn the
area in response to a veport that the
car, suspected in a robbery in rural
King County Tuesday, had heen
found and one oceupant had fled.

Folice Officers A. H. 'Brien and
FalL Powers saw Armstead in the
backvard, When they saw the rifle
they dropped back to advise Burte-
dahl of what they had seen.

Lt. Ken Myers said Buttedahl went
to the north side of the building and
found the ¥outh as he reached the
elevated backyard,

Buttedahl said he ordered ths
vouth r':l drop i

opposite corner of
nzll frame butid-
near the aparimen) house,

g nifice id e fired the sec-
nnd shor when he Innked arowind the
carner of the smali building and saw
the rifie printed at him.

Buttedail said the wouth  rthen
emerged and walked loward him
with the riflz seill printed ahead. The
officer sad he ovdered the wouth
three limes 0 drop the rifle, but rhat
the yoith oniy muttered the state-
ment ahout the nfficer hawving no
right to shoat at him,

The rifle could not have heen fired
unless the lever was closed com-
pletely, police said.

With Police

Coroner Leo M. Sowers said the
youth was [ewnd about five paces
from where he was wounded in ths
left front ni his bedy., He was pro-
nounced dead at Harborview County
Hospital ai

Detective i, Dick
the .30-30 rille
sion was fnund w
abnut nne-third nper

“It's impnssible to tell for sure if
it was in thi ittn at the time he
was shat or if el open when he
fell to.the ground.’ Schoener said.

A live zhell was {nund in the cham-
ber. and annther sheli was availabie
ta be loaded mtq ihe chamber, police
Eairf.

rhoener said
th's posses-
lever action

The vouth, a Negro, was dressed
| \

in 2 black lzather jacker and tan
trousers,

Russian Missile Sites Seen Closer to China

LONDON — (AP} — The Sunday
Times here said in its first edition
last night that the Soviet Urion has
set up new missile sites near the Red
Chinzse berder,

It said the sites have grourid-to-air
missiles with a range of 2.500 1o 3,000
miles, They weuld be able tn neu-
tralize Clina's nuclear tesi sites in
Sinkiang, cover a vast irzdustrial

area i Manehy
the rapital,

ia. or strike Peking.
B miles away.
attrbured ro "ﬂmd
Ihe new 1

e th

les Farther east—
sse frontier—than
tecl mobile bat-

sizns, are 200 n
closer to the Ch
2 fv rep
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Figure 91. Article mentioning inquest into the shooting of Welton Butch Armstead, member of the Seattle

Chapter of the Black Panther Party. Seattle Daily Times, Monday, October 07, 1968

Inquest To
Be Held In
Shooting By
Policeman

An inguest will be held at
9200 a. m. October 15 in the
death of WEIlGE BOTER _Aa-
gioady 17, who was shot v 3
policeman at the rear of an
apariment house at 17106 Mel-
rose Ave. abood 4: 2 p. om.
Saturday.

The inquest was scheduled
by Coroner Lea M. Sowers at
the rtequest of FProsecutor
Charles O. Carroll. Inquests
always are held in ceaths in-
woiving policemen.  William
L. Kinzel, chief ovimingl
depuly prosecuinr, was as-
signed by Caroll o help
copduct the inguast, to be
held in Sowers' office.

Carrull said that Presiding
Superior Court Judse Frank
Jamas has agreed L0 fumnish

3 Superior Coort  jumrs
from the reguler panel, Six
will k2 chosen fo snake up
the ingquest jucy.

The posecutor  smid he
#lso was asslgning Meal J.
shulman, assista nt chisf
criminal deputy, o assist
Kingzl at the inguest.

Sowers said Armstead disd
as a resull of a wound that
pierced his heart and & lung,

POLICE SATDY _Armstead
had Been  absent  without
legve from the G=ten Hill
Schoal Tor Boys, stTate juve-
nile correctional Institution
at Chehalis, Robeot Quant,
en ofticial of the schoo], said
Armstead disappeased from
there July 26 between class-
&5,

Agran Dixon, Seaitle cap-
taln of the Blaek Panther
Party, said Armstead wes a
member of that grocp, The
wouth was clad in a leatker
jecker and bheret, Panther
garb.

The shooting occierred afi-
er several police ©irs had
been semt 10 the Melrose
Avvenus BreE in respanse mwoa
report that a car  believed
uzad in & robbery in Hing
Councy  Tuesday bhad been
sighted.

Pollce [oend Armstead in
the baeckyvard. Police seid Of-
ficer Erling 1. Buttedzhi
lired  two  shots,  warning
Armslead o drop  the rifle
he was pointing at Fim, Dut-
tadahl fired the foial shot
after Armstead Tailad to
heed the warniregs and
grabbed Buftedahi™s pistol
and sterted to push it away,
police sgid.

Deteclive Sgl. Ivan Beestn |

seid today that Butedshl's
first two shots were fired
Iow and away from Arme
stead, not directly @t him,

THE CAR helieved used in
the robbery was found in e
area. Two Megro mem in it
weare arrestad.

Relatives of the slain

vouth said he afso Dad hesn |
in the car and left it do goto |

a nearby aparlmerst o get
the rifle.

Armsteads  mother, Mrs
Gladys Mapps, 50, of 426
dith Ave. 5, Was arresied on
a charge of inferfering with
police aiter the shoosting. Po-
lice Sgt. Bob McMedly said
sie slruck him on an arm
with a pop botile. She was
redeased on 356 hail.

Lyan Greeley, 22, of 1707
Bellewne Ave., and = girl, 16,
were arrested on £he same
charge.

OFFICIALS of the Black
Panther Party today said
they will bezin cizculating
petitions door to door in ihe
central arez askings for the
removal of white policemen
fram the cenfral sres and
the decentralizatiora of the
police force, The Fanthers
criticized police comduct in
the Annstead slooting.

They said thew would
present signed petitions to
city officials in abet a
weel.
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Figure 92. Article mentioning memorial service attended by “about 125 persons, including about 40 whites”
for Welton Butch Armstead, member of the Seattle Chapter of the Black Panther Party. Seattle Daily Times,
Sunday, October_13, 1968

—limes stafi phate by Greg Gilbars,
Members of Seatfle’s Black Farther Party stoed in fermation at a mernerial service yasterday for ena of their membars. The spaak-
ar, centar rear, was Aaron Dizen, leader of the party hare

125 Attend Rites for Dead Black Panther

About 123 persons, includ-  end in 1368 that is an invita- Curtis Harris, the party’s g made by 2 party mem- t the Hing Streel Church of
Ing about 40 whites, attended  tion m  death,” sl ONE  gpinicter of defense, said ¢ ter from & hospital bed. CE!r -
: :lcl hf:';[ '::fn[ﬁ;"rﬂrj“,\,z’{:; Epehicer: must B¢ remembered that SWE " HAVE to forsst The memnrial aervice
: P .- 1 vy i - . r o TE lesed with gbout 30 mem-
" EIER mEEsd. 17, who “‘r F‘?TFRD.-\‘(, Hig deat h Armstead had “undwing love EiiE dyinm 5 o s tlose 3 et "—_l‘l et
was s]mt to death by a ; for all black people, far all  Z0OUT OVINE d S hers af the parry standing at
. er tle police officer Cctnher zed penple.” ["'“"“"LI with this revnlus silent atlention for  three

DI
Hi

is the voice of black Hbera- s and other speak "thatapz-recorded  wminges.
'[he service was conducted  fiom by any means noces-  ca Armstead "5 de ‘-u-:Lr‘h said, “We will go on Armstend was sha an the
by members of Seattle’s san.” murdar, Harris said that, as  hec his  (Armstesd’s} back vard of an aparement

‘Black Panther Party. wha Auron Diven, captain of  in other instances of blacks  spirit
say that Armstead was one  the party here, said black  being shot by white police.
of their members. Severzl  people are hcglnmng ta \E\kl the ruling in rhe coun
speakers, [n praise of Arm- e that * b

ives on,'’ house ar 1706 Melrnese Ave.

Another spepker urged old-  Police say the wowh was
er black people to support,  shot ag he ioaored & warning
inquest will be justifiable finapcially  and  olherwise, 0 drop a rifle he was point-

stead. said he had given the : homicice, the Black Penther Perty. ing at an nfficer.
supreme sacrifice for his  backs of the wung.” “Which of es will be The memarial service was An inguest intg the shodt-
" people “We have m face the fact  next?”’ he asked. ore Ballroom, 1234  ing has been set for 9:30 a.

“Butch Armstead was that death is inevitable,” One of the spesches was
heautifl snd he was black, Dixon added. preseated by a tape record-

eral services  m. Tuesday in Room 402 of
rlier in the day  the King County Cousthouse,
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Figure 93. Article mentioning jury proceedings in shooting death of Welton Butch Armstead, member of the
Seattle Chapter of the Black Panther Party. Seattle Daily Times, Tuesday, October 15, 1968.

‘Either He or | Was Going to Get Shot,” Policeman lells Jury

A Seattle police officer
told a coronet’s jury today
tnat he shat & Negto youth
when it became apparent o
hign that “either he or T was
going to get shot.™

The officer, Erling & But-
tedakl, Jr., testifiad at an in-
quest ne]d under heavy seci-
ity on the faurth [oor of the
County Courthouse,

The shooting wictim was
Welkon_Buich Armsiead
a mamber of the Black Pa.n
ther Party. He was shot by
Buttedahl in a yvard behind
an apartment at 1706 Mlel-
rose Ave. October 5

Armstead wes “absent
without leave™ from the
Green Hill Training School,
state correctional facility
near Chehalis, He fled from
the school last July.

Buttedahl, 24, told the jury
of four women end two men
that he had gone fo the area
after other officers called for
sssislance. The other offi-
cers had arrested two men
as suspects in a robbery, A

Seattle Transit
System Driver
Is Assaulted

Minnell Stoeseall, 60, a
Seatlle Transit System driv.
er, was assaulted in his bus
al 13th Awvenue South and
Sputh Lucile Street about 3
P m. yesterday.

Sruestall told police he was
punched and struck shoul
the face by a youth, 16 to
0, to whom he had refused
Negal™ trans

Stuestall reported ¢
when he went m get ass
ance [he \um_[h ul?em;:!e
drive mway in the bus, which
relled back ageinst an auto-
mahite,

Man Grabs $210

A 2Bvear-ald man was ar-
rested after £310 was
snatched from tha hend of 2
Seattls Transit System load-
er af First Avenue and Pike
Street ahout 4:20 p. m. yes-

a
man had 107 when ha wes

arrested
later

abour  twe houss

third suspect had
tham.

Buttedzhl said he helped
handcufl the two men and
vas (old that the third had
pone into the bullding at 1708
Melrose Awe, Two other offj-
cers came [rom next ta the
building ard told him. there
was & mar jn the backvard
with a rifle, Bultedah! said.

The officer safd he walked
behind the building and saw

eluded

Armstead  about 30 feet
away, peinting a rifle at
him.

Buttedah!  said he fcld

Armstead 1o drop the weap-
on, When Armatead failed to
dn so, Buftedahl fred a shot
from  his _I8-caliber police
revolver.

The oificer said Armsread
Fed into a passageway be-
tween (wo buildings. Bu
dehl said he ran fo th
trance of the passs
and ‘saw  Armstead
other end, again pointing the
rifle at him,

Buttedah’ said he apain
wld Armsiead o drop the
wegpin and when Armstead
failed to do so the officer
fired a second shot.

BUITTEDAHL SAID Arm-
strad then began walking out

of the PESSAZEWEY, carrying
the rifle in his right hand, As
the youth emerged he
reached with ks left hand
for Buttedzhl's pistol and be-
E&n to raise the rifle, the of-
ficer said.

I was al chis point, Burie
dahl said, that he fired the
thot that killed Armstead,

Ashed why he lived, Botte-
dahl replied:

“He was pringlng up the
tifle and I felt that either
oF | was going to pet shot.”

Burtedahl said a&boai &
minute elapsel between the
tirne he first saw Armstead
and the third shot,

After he was shot, Arm-
stead  ran past him abouc
ive peces and | face
dewn, Bulledahl s The
officer said he picked wp
Armsieed's rifle end ran to
his car to radio tor an aid
Car.

dh] was questinned

by Williarr Kinzel, deputy
chief criminal presecutor,
and Meal J. Shulman, Kin-

zef’s deputv. Gary Gaylon
represented Armstesd's fam-
ilv angd Richard I. Glein. an
attnrney the Seattle Po-

lice Clficers Guild, repre-

sented Buttedahl.

Abour 40 police officers
hallwaws

roled

Curtis Harris, outside the
hearing room. He was
booked In the city jail om &
charge of meking an ob-
scene pesture at a television
phomgrapher who was tak-
ing pleteres i the hallway.
Bail was set at $50.

AS BUTTEDAHL left the
hearing rpom. severe! spec-

tators said alowd, “Murdet-
ar."

In searching the persons
who entered the hearing

room, police confiscated &
pistol from Johmny Mapps,
Armslead’s stepfather, Act-
ing Police Capt. John Leitch
said Mapps ad a permit to
carry the weapon, but the
pistol was being held wntil
after the ingquest.

Mapgs was allewed. to en-
ter the county commission-
er's hnanng room amd sil
beside ife, Gladys, the
dead wouth’'s mother.

The coroner's jury includ-

ed & Megro woman.
T first witness was Dr.
Gale Wilson, chiel autopsy
surgeon for Coroner Leo M.
Sowers. .

Dr. Wilson said Armstead
siefferad a guenshot wound in
the lelt chest. The bullet
ermerged from the nighi side
of the youth's back, The ap-
pearance of the wound i-
cated Armstead had  been
shot al Close Tenge, Lr. wWil-
snn said.

Inquests always are called
in deaths invelving police of-
ficers.

George  Thompson,  171E
Bellevus Ave,. told the in
quest jury he heard "about
five shots, then two more.”

“THERE WERE cops run-
ning &l over and it was
mixed up,"” Thompson said.

Arley A Hudson, 1740 Mel-
roga Ave., said he heard no
shots  but Jorked out  his
fourth-flner windma and saw
Armstead on the ground,

Hudson seid he had seen
men eeclier working on the
car Armstezd had been in.
The wimess snid ha thought
the men were repainting Lhe
car another color with paine
in spray cans.

=y

ote by Pete Liddall,
A SPECTATOR WAS SEARCHED AT INQUEST

—Timas staif gh

Fact Sheets on Charter Available

Fact sheets on the pro-
posed county charler are
available for distmibution,
Richerd Albrech:, cheirman

aave been distiibuted (ooall
fibraries i
P

Cnpies of the f{act

sheet  Lila Wnnds,
K. E.. Keomo
Seattle. Centra

Comnmumity Cou

T BRth Ave. Way; Mortheast Sestle, Mrs
George T Guaby, 234k N E
E.nh St Q\Ieen Arine, Ques

e Kbanran FIRTE I

Scattl
tle and K ng f‘}{?c
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Figure 94. Article mentioning shooting of “Sidney Miller” [sic], member of the Seattle Chapter of the Black

Panther Party. Seattle Daily Times, Tuesday, February 04, 1969.

Suspect
Charged In
Attempted
Robbery

Sum LCaeris Khne, 25, o
820 15th Ave., was charged
vesterday with the aempt
od rabbery December 2 of
the 7-11 Swore at 8856 35th
Ave. §. W in which one of
wo suspects was shot fatally
by the store owner.

Prosecutor Charles O, Car-
roll said Kline and Sidney
ROIEE 26, of 1732 18th Ave..
attempted to rob the store
about 11 a.m. He said the
store owner produced a pis-
wh and lived several shots.
hitting Miller.

Miller, who wus dentined
as a Black Panther. stag-
gered ou »and collapeed
in I, ‘The other

fled

stspect
Klne was arrested on an-
Ill!‘.{_'f' L'h'.!\“' | BATRRN A  ETRIRAT 140}

said, and investigation led 1o

the wtiempied robbery

charge.

Jusvive Court Judge

bail at $3.000,

|
|
Charles M. Stokes set Kline's |

Figure 95. Article mentioning SCBPP member Lewis Jackson charged with robbing the Rainier-Empire

Branch of Fidelity Mutual Savings Bank. Seattle Daily Times, Tuesday, March 11, 1969.

3 Charged With $22,000
Rainier Bank Robbery

Three men were - charged
yesterday with the $22,000
robbery Friday. of the Rai-
nier-Empire Branch of Fidel-
ity Mutual Savings Bank.

Lewis Jackson| 21, of 1618
15th Ave. E., was bound over
to the Federal Grand jury
after a preliminary hearing
before United States Com-
missioner Walter J. Rese-
burg, Jr.

Dennis Calhoun, 23, of 308
27th Ave. E., arrested at his
home early today by Federal
Bureau of Investigation
agents, was to appear before
Reseburg this afternoon.

Willie Brazier, 27, of 139
26th Ave., is being sought by
the F.B. L.

Agents also are seeking
three unidentified persons in
connection with the robbery.

Reseburg continued Jack-
son’s bail at.$20,000, despite
an attempt by his attorney,
C. T. Hatten, to have it re-
duced to $2,500. After the
hearing Jackson identified
himself as a member of the
Black Panther Party.

Jackson was arrested near
34th Avenue South and South
Plum Street, where the
robbers abandoned their get-
away car. It had been
chased by police from the
bank at 3100 Rainier Ave. S.

Five armed men entered
the bank and took money
from the vault and two
teller’s cages.

Mary Elizabeth Enslow,
a teller, suffered a minor
leg wound from material
knocked loose when a robber
fired inside the bank.
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Figure 96. Article mentioning SCBPP member Lewis Jackson arrested for the March 7th “robbery of the
Fidelity Mutual Savings Bank at Rainier Ave & Empire Way (today known as MLK Way). Seattle Daily Times,
Saturday, May 10, 1969.

2 ‘Panthers’
Jailed On
Federol Writs

Willie Brazier. Jr., of 139
26th Ave. E.. and Lewis
Jackson) of 1618 15th Ave.,
both 21. were arrested on
federal hench warrants re-
voking their bail bonds yes-
terday afterncon.

The arrests were made of
the two PBRlack Panthers by
Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation agents, J. E. Milnes,
special agent in charge
here, said.

Brazier and Tackson were
free on bail from a bank-
robbery charge arising from
the March 7 robbery of the
Fidelity Mwutual Savings
Bank, Rainier Avenue South
and Empire Way South. .

Both are being heid in the |
county jail without bail.

Figure 97. Article mentioning SCBPP member Lewis Jackson found guilty in the “robbing of a Rainier Valley
bank of $30,000". Seattle Daily Times, Thursday, October 23, 1969.

2 Found Guilty in Bank Holdup

A jury of nine women and
thrée men which deliberated
until 12:30 a..m. today con-
victed two men of robbing a
Rainier Valley bank of
$30,000 last March 7. -

The jury, in the court-‘of
United States District Judge
William Goc L.vin, received
thecase late in the afternoon
after Aaron Dixon, leader of

the; Black Panther Party |-

here, testified that Willie
Brazier, one of the defend-
ants, was with him at the
. time the bank was robbed.
Another defense - witness,
Fr-mk Tisino, said both he
and* Lewis Jackson, the sec-
ond: defendant, are members
of ithe Black Panther Party.
Tisino said he saw three men
run’from the Rainier-Empire
anch of the Fidelity Mu-
tual Savings Bank, 3100 Rai-
nieg Ave. S., but that Jack-
soi’'was not one of them.
Prosecution witnesses had
testified in the three-day
trial that five armed men
robbed the bank. The wit-

nesses identified Brazier and
Jackson as two of the rob-
bers.

Dixon said Brazier was
with him on the University
of Washington campus and
later at the Black Panther
office and that he could not
have been involved in the
robbery.

Jacksn_n ‘testified: that his
automobiie ran out of gaso-
line near the bank and that
he was walking to a friend's
house when he was taken
into custody by Seattle po-
lice officers :searching for
the robbers.

No date for sentenmg
has been set.

O/

| O
‘master savings

- certificates

Available in amounts of $100 or more,

Automaticallv renewable for five vears
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Figure 98. Article mentioning SCBPP member Lewis Jackson sentenced to prison. Seattle Daily

Times, Tuesday, November 25, 1969.

Bank Robbers Get
25-Year Terms

Two - men ' convicted of
bank .robbery were
tenced: to 25 yedrs each in
, prison, by United States Dis-
. trict. Judge William Goodwin
here vesterday.
Willie Brazier, Jr., 27, of
139" 26th. Ave; ¥ ‘and ngxs
- Jackson, 21, of 1618.15th Ave.
E., were sentenced 10-. 20-
year terms for. robhery and
to 25:year terms for using a
dangeroiis ~‘weapun.. during
the. Tobbery. The térms were
$et torun concurrently.
They were convicted by a
jury -last month -in Jodge

Goodwin’s court of robbing.
- the Rainier-Empire Branch
of the Fidelity Mutual Sav-

.ings Bank March 7,
-~ The sedtences. on each

charge were the maximum .

sen— .

_allowed.

Figure 99. Article mentioning Black Panther Party’s free clinic “Monday and Thursday from 5:30pm until all
patients are seen” at “173 20th Ave”. Seattle Daily Times, Sunday, December 14, 1969.

Five Low-Income Neighborhoods Get Free Medrcal Chmcs

By AL DIEFFENBACH

Medical Editor, The Times

'Fwe, Trpe, public medical
clinics will be caring for a
total ‘of 1,000 patients a
month-by mid-Tanuary, and
more than 100 volunteer phy-
sicians will be providing the
care.in the patients’ own
nefghborhoods.

The clinics are at the High
Point; Holly Park and Park
Lake housing developments,
in-the Ceniral Area at ITZ
Ok-AvVE and at the Open
Door, 5012 Roosevelt Way N.
E

The clinics were opened (o
meet a need for routine, ac-
cessible medical care, pri-
marily among low-income
groups. Community repre-
sentatives asked for volun-
teer medical help from the
Seattle unit of the Medical
Committee for Human
Rights.

Such a request from the
community was considered
to be the necessary first step
toward successful clinics or-
ganized and directed by the
community Tesidents them-
selves. Y

So far, the system has

been working well. The High
Point Clinics’s 20 volunteer
physicians saw 240 patients
last month. Park Lake and
Holly Park, established lat-
er, are expected 10 reach
that level soon.

THE C

AREA
Clinic; founded a few weeks
ago by the Black Panther or-
gamzanon. is “working out
real well,” according m EI-
mer Dixan, a field lieutenant
i the Panther group here.

In the planning stage for
about five months. the clivic
now is seeking a dental chair
so that a wider variety of

heath services can be of-
fered, Dixon said.

The clder High Point Clin-
ic -eached a milesione of
sorfs recently when it wes
reimbursed by the State De-
partment of Public Assist-
ance at the rate of $ for
each oﬂwe call by a welfare

.a.:lmu;h the D. P. A pays
§7 for a wellare patient's
call to a private physician's
affice, a spnkesman for High
Point said, “We're not com-
plaiting. We can sure use
the income.”

‘The five clinics are able to
operate in a somewhat cra-
zy-quilted fashion using vol-
unteer workers, donated
quarters, gifts of medicine
and agreements for the use
of some specialized equip-

ing neighborhood direct the
clinic operations. All except
the Open Door have one or
two medical - student - repre-
sentatives on an informal
group that coordinates the
schedules of volunteer doc-
tors.
In addition,

Seattle Minister
Gets New Post

the clinics

have formed a cooperative,
central  clearinghouse for
puol!ng and apportioning
supplies.

THE PATIENTS medical
roblems continue to range
rom common colds to rela-
tively serious problems of
long-standing, some with
complications that result fre-
quently from neglect.

The clinics seek to provide
high-quality care in a friend-
Iy and informal atmosphere.
without long waits and in the
patient’s home neigtbor-

The clinic locations and
their oﬁ:me hours are:

Holly Park, 3120 5. Van
Asselt Court, Monday and
Thursday from 8 to § p- m.;
High Pome 6636 32nd Awve. S.
W. Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday and Friday from
5:30 p. m. mntil all patents
are seen by a doctor.

Park Lake, 417 5. W. 113th
Place, Tuﬂd.ay and Friday
from £:30 to 9:30 p.

Sidney Miller (Bizck Pan-
ther) Clinic, 20th Avenue and
East Spruce Street, Monday
and Thursday from 5:3 p.
m. untl all patients are

seen.

Clinic, 5012
Roosevelt Way N. E., every
evening except Snndnys
from 7:30 p. m. -
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Figure 100. Article advertising free clothing “10 a.m. until 5 p.m. daily” at the Seattle Chapter of the Black
Panther Party’s Welton Armstead Community Center at “173 20th Ave”. Seattle Daily Times, Wednesday,
April 08, 1970.

daily. Amther, at Nelgl;hw-
hood House, i

Free-Clothing
Outlets Open

Twuhte-chﬂﬁr;-mhts-

have been- opened by the’|
Black Panther Party bers
and another is schednl>d tos
openth:smwh.mds

ﬁc:als said.

The Panthers said the
bas been donated.
An outlet at the Wellon

Figure 101. Article calling for the “immediate suspension” of police officers involved in the shooting of Larry
Ward, member of the Seattle Chapter of the Black Panther Party. Seattle Daily Times, Monday, May 18,

1

970.

Officers’ Suspension Urged

By PAUL HENDERSON

Gathered to protest the
“‘indiscriminate shooting of
black .people by so-called
law-enforcement  officials,”
an angry group of blacks
called last night for the im-
mediate suspension of two
police officers involved in
the shotgun death early Fri-
day of Larty Ward] 22.

The demand was made at
an outdoor rally at Garfield
High School attended by
about 300 persons.

THE RESOLUTION, one
of seven approved by the
group, also called for sec-
ond-degree-murder charges
against officers John R.
Hannah and John W. Gar-
ner.

Hannah and Garner, tacti-
cal-operations officers, said

Committee Criticizes U. W.
For Closing Classes Teday

The Greater Seattle Sun-

Ward was shot after he at-
tempted to blow wup the
Hardcastle Real Estate Co.,
24th Avenue and East Union
Street, at 2:30 a. m. Friday.

They said Ward ran from
the building and ignored two
shotgun blasts and orders to
halt before he was killed by
a third blast in the chest. An
inquest into the shooting will
be held at 9:30 a. m. Friday
in Room 402 of the County
Courthouse.

THE GROUP approved a
resolution calling for at least
half of the inquest jury to be
selected from the black com-
munity.

Other resolutions called
for:

—An ‘investigation by the
Justice Department into
Ward’s death.

—An end to “indiscrimi-

etratinne

nate shooting of black people
by so-called law-enforcement
officials.”™

—An end to the presence
of National Guard troops in
black: communities and on
college campuses.

—A city-wide  holiday to-
morrow in honor of Malcolm
X, to be declared by Mayor
Wes Uhlman.

More than 10 persons took
the microphone, ranging
from state representative
George Fleming to Black
Panther leader Elmer Dixon.

THE SHOOTING of Ward
was the central issue. A
black attorney, James E.
Mciver, said the physical ev-
idence does not support the
police. account of Ward's
death.

Leonard Ward, 24, brother
of the dead man, called the
police account of circum-
stances leading to the shoot-
ing a “fabrication.”

“Why would police shoot a
bombing suspect who might
have told them about where
the explosives’ came from
and who was behind them,”
he asked.

David Llorens, assistant

English professor at the Uni-
versity of Washington, told
the crowd that the shooting
was not justified whether
Ward was ““trying to blow up
some damn real-estate com-
pany or ]ust walking down
the street.

Dr. Roland Patterson, Cen-
tral Area school administra-
tor, told the rally that he had
no authority to close Central
Arza schools tomorrow. He
advised residents to make
their wishes known to the
Central Area School Council.
Patierson said there was one
otker option:

« “My advice if you want
the schools closed is, don't
i
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Figure 102. Article mentioning demonstration demanding “suspension of two policemen involved in the fatal

shooting of a black, Larry Eugene Ward, in the Central District’, a member of the Seattle Chapter of the Black

Panther Party. Seattle Daily Times, Tuesday, May 19, 1970.

Blacks Demand Ouster of Policeme

About 125 blacks marched
on the City Hall today 1o de-
mand, among other things.
the immediate suspension of
two policemen invalved in
the fatal shooting of a black,
Larry Eugene Ward, in the
Central Area early Fiiday.

Mayor Wes Uhlinan and
other officials rejected the
demands.

Police said Ward, 12, was
shot while [leeing from the
Hardcastle Real Estate Co.
aiter attempling to set off
dynamite.

At a rally Sunday, a group
of blacks demanded the im
mediate suspension of the
two officers, John R. Han-
nah and John W. Garner,
that the two be charged with
first-degree murder, and
that half of the inquest jury
for Ward's inquest be select-
&d by the black community

The inquest will begin at
9:30 a. m. Friday in Reom
402 of the County Court-
house.

The demonstrators gath-
ered today at Garfield High
Scheol shortly after 9 a. m.
and marched to the City
Hall, where they gathered at
the Fifth Avenue entrance.
The door was guarded by a
line of police.

Demonstrators, mostiy
vouny, taunted officers with
chants of “off the pig.”

Six blacks weni int the
City Hall to meet with May-
or Uhiman; Leo
county inquest officer:
seph MeGavick, adminisira
i

and Acting Police Chief
Frank Moore.

The black delegation in-
cluded Larry Gosseit, al the

| Black Student Union at the

University of Washington,
Michael Ross and Leonard
Ward, 24, brother of Lariy
ard,

Gassett returned and tald
tie Tally that the demands
had been rejected.

Gessett said:

“IN they're not going 1o
give us our representation
on Lhe coroner’s jury, we're
going 10 have 0 have our

He down here o fill that
inguest room.'"
waled an varlier cli
lor a mass black demonstia-
tion at the inguest.

He then urged demonstru-
tors to go back (o the Cen-
tral Area. As they left one
demonstrator threw an “Qff
the Pig” sign at one of the
officers guarding the door.
The officer was not hurt by
{he light-weight sign.

A gray-haired white won
an who had made her way
through the crowd at the
h Avenue entrance was
jostled by a black girl. Some
poiice started to move to-
ward the two but the woman
maved on without further in-
cident,

Otherwise, aside from
taunts, the demonstratiin
was peaceful.

Sowers told e delegatis
of blacks that the ingue
jury wauld be selected in the
regular way, by lot,

The blacks asked Uhlman
and Sowers (0 go out on
City Hall balcony and gl
their decisions to the, crowd
Both refused and told the
representatives (0 report
back to the crowd.

Uhlman s; he will not
suspend the two officers un-
less a Police Deoartment in-
vestigation shows there is
evidence of wrongdoing on
their part,

The blacks said Sowers®

Car Not Connected With
Bomb Attempt, Say Police

Palice have identified the
owner of 4 car secn cruising
near the Hardceastle Real Es-
tate Co. but have not been
able 1o connect the vehicie
with the attmpeled bombing
uf the Central Area business

thing wt this point ties
in with the bomb-
id Maj. Neil W, Mol-
oncy, chiel criminal investi-
gator.

Moloney said officers saw
a car with two occupants
about a half hour before L:
1y Eugene Ward, 22,
tempted 10 set off & d
mite bomb at the door of the
Teal - estate firm and then
was killed by an olficer as
fe atlempted to flee.

The license number of the
vehicle was jotted down’ by
Officers. Jokn R. Hannah and
John W. Garner while they
were watching the firm be-
fore Ward appearcd on foot

Hannah chot Ward while
Ward ran north from the
N al 2ath Avenue and
Union Streef,

Hannah and Garner said
Ward ignored orders to hull
and two shotgun bldsls fired
before the fatal on

Police  have n oL deter.
wmined where the dynamite
used to make the bomb
came from. Moloney said he
did not think Ward acted
alone. However, officers
have not linked him with any
nther persons in the attenipt-
ed borbing.

fi
E;

methgd of selecting a jury
leads to whites whitewash-
ing crimes by police against
blacl

R one of the reprosent-
atives, said Uhlman was let-
ting the Police Department
run him instead of him run-
ning the department.

Ross said Uhlman, Sowcrs
and Acting Chiel Moore were
insensitive to the black com-
munity.,

Ewr’\' citizen has been
eated to the bost of my
!IM every other

continue that," Unlreh gaid
“We're going to continue
to treat criminal activity as

_criminl activity whether it's

perpetrated by o black per-
son. a white person or a
green person,” the mayor
said

ssett, another black rep-
r:srniamc chided U'Mm‘m

for what he said were provas:

cative statements about the”

Ward _case, especially -ong

implying that Ward was 3
mber.

Gossett said Uhlmm
shouldn't make such inflant-
atery statements when Ward.
has not,_been proven in any.
court to have been -a
bomber.

“I'll have to stand by that
that statement,” Uhlman
said. “A' person who com-
mits a eriminal act, black
or white, will be treated the
same way."

“You're condemning the
cal belore you even have
any twpe of hearing,” Gos-
sell said.

Uhlman said he would wail
for the inquest jury to see if
police officers committed a
felony in shooting Ward.

McGavick said County
FExecutive Spellman stands
behind the inquest-jury se-
lection system.

After the return from the
City Hall, about 75 youths
gathered in the Garfield High
School playlield. A few threw
rocks at cars passing in
Avenue,

About 30 police moved intn
the playfield, bul there was
no. immediate confre ontar
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Figure 103. Article mentioning House Internal Security Committee investigation of “gun purchases, a Black
Panther boycott of a [Safeway] supermarket, and assorted attacks and threats against the Seattle bus drivers
stopping in front of the Panther headquarters” at “173 20th Ave”. Seattle Daily Times, Thursday, May 21,

1970.

?lqck Panthers
Guns, Boycott, Threats
Discussed at Hearings

WAQ}“NGTON — (UPT) —
on Dixon, Seattle Black
Panther len.der bought three
rifles from a Seattle pawn-
stiop last month, an investi-
gator for the House Internal
Security Committes said yes-
terday.

The investigator, Thomas
Q. Simmons, testified Dixon
pmd %279 for the three rifles
efen though his gross in-
come for the month was
S200.

Hearings on the Seattle
black militants ended with
testimony by Simmons on
the pun purchases, a Black
Panther boycott of a super-
mirker, and asserted dttacks
and threats against the
Seattle - bus drivers stoppin
in front of Panther head-
quarters.

INVESTIGATION of the
Black Panthers had included
a“boycett of & supermarket
in Bellevue, Simmons said.
He testified Aaron's brother,
Elmer Dixon, had sent the
stere = letter demanding
payment of §100 a week. The
boycott followsd refusal of
store officials to make the
payments.

Simmans said the store re-
ported a $10,000 drop in busi-
ness duxing the first week of

baycott, which occurred
ithe summer of 1969,

He said there had been

“threats” to customers and
employes of the store and at

one point Aaron Dixan had
used a bullhomn to warm cus-
tomers to get out because
“we're going to bomb the
store.”

THERE WERE no arrests,
Simmons said. and the King
County prosecutor had decid-
ed Dixon's leter had been so
cleverly worded, prosecution
would be uselsss.

The committee investiga-
tor said repeated threats and
assaults on bus drivers who
stopped in front of Panther
headquarters had resulted in
only one arrest. In that case,
be said, Aaron Dixon was
convicted and fined §50 for
petty larceny after he ripped

Simmons seid bullet holes
in shop windows and break-
ing of windows in delivery
trucks of the D'Brien 0l Co.
ceased in January of this
year with the delivery of 100
gallons of fuel oil as a con-
tribution to "the Panther
headquarters at 73 J0th
fve

The investigator said the
oil - company office manag-
er reported that the request
for the fuel-sil contribution
came in four phone calls
from a person identifying
himself as Aaron Dixon.

SIMMONS ALSO said he
had “interviewed a mother
who had withdrawn her

three children from a break- .

fast program operated by
the Black Panthers at the
Atlantic Street Center.

She said she had deter-
mined that there was an
“unhealthy influence” on her
children and that Black Pan-
thers had tried to teach the

hi dren to “hate the po-

Simmons said he also in-
terviewed a 12-year-old boy
who had taken part in the
program. The boy, he said,
had reported being told that
“it was okay to kill the
pigs.”

The committee investiga-
tor said the boy had not re-
membered who had made
the remark but recognized
the names of the Dixons as
being associated with the
breakfast program.

Harvey Blanks
harged
With Assault

A charge of third-degree
assault was filed today by
Prosecutor Charles 0. Car-
roll against Harvey C.
Blanks, a University of
Washington student who was
suspended from the football
team last fall.

Neal T Shulman. assistant
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Figure 104. Article mentioning inquest into the shooting of Larry Ward, member of the Seattle Chapter of the

Black Panther Party. Seattle Daily Times, Saturday, May 23, 1970.

Coroner's Inquest Recessed
After Dramatic Interruption

By DON HANNULA and |
MICHAEL J. PARKS

The coroner’s inguest iilo
the mata]l police shouting of
Larry Ward had to be me-
cessed until Monday &fter a
dramatic inlerruption yester-
day afternoom by an attorney
who condemned the inquest
system and was wildly
cleeied.

Absut 350 persons, mostiv
Blacks, crowded into the
courrpom of ihe presiding
Euperior Court judge for the
irquest inte the death off
Ward, 22, & black, who po
Yice said was shot as he ran
from the seepe of an ae-
tempred dvnamiting in the
Central Area on May 13,

Jobn Ceughlan, long-time
contraversial  Seattle atior-
ey wha bad no conpection
with the inguest proceedings.
surprised  Lhe  hearing by
lashing out at coroner’s in-
quests as “outmoded™ and a
“mpckery of justice”

Leo Sowers, inguest offi-
cer, trivd to stop Caughlan's
interruption of the proceed-
ings. When he could not
womtul  Caughlan  nor  the
cheering audience, he asked
the six jury members o
leave, then recessed the in-
quest until 1:30 p. m. Moa-
day in the County Court-
hewse.

AFTER THE HEARING
sowess eald he would refer
the Caughlan intersaption to
Prosteulor Chacles O Car-
roll for possible action. Sow-
ers said contempt procesd-
ings cun be brought in in-
uesis,

Carghlan, &0, a white at-
torney. whase stormy career
incivded  contempsof-court
105 I 1949 and 1930, in-
terrupted the quesboning of
Hge. Rodney V. Jackson, ax-
plosives investigator for the
Seaitle Polloe DEPETLMEDL

Cuighlan weiked up along-
side James E. Mclvar and
Lem Haweli, black attorneys
reprezenting the Ward tami-
ly, ard declared:

CW. Sowers, | unless BT

At

Melver and Mr. Howell are
given the right of full cross-
examination of witnesses,
the public is going o keow
this For whal it is — another
justified Killing .. . of & blosk
men.”

IN CORQNER'S ingiests,
b irguest oflicer and depu-
ty progseculor are allowed o
question wihinesses but swo-
neys for the family of the
victim or the police officers
must have weitten questions
approved and asked by the
ingquest officer.

Eeawers interrupted Cough-
lgn, asking him to identifly
himself. Ceughlan said: ‘I
am & member of the bar.”
He laler gave his name,

Caupghlan said:

“There is no excose for
this type of heering. It i=
long out of date. This is &
mackery of fustice,"

The audience gave Caugh-
lam a standing ovatlon,
cheered and some shouled:
“Right enl™

Cavghlian added: "The
sole purpose of an inquest is
to give the police an opportu-
nity o sy wly ey Rilled
a men — their side of the
story.”

[0 an  interview
Caughlan said:

“T came here becase | had
W say this. Somebody has
pol to say this. There
shouldn’t be any coroner's
juries. The place to find out
IT & Killing is justified is ina
court of law."”

later,

ONLY THREE wimesses
had been called when the e
fuest was recessed.

It took until 2 p. m. to se-
lect a six-rnember jury. Thi~
1een Prospective fumrs were
excused,  some  with awl
some without cause. Final
makeup of the jury was two
black men, twn white woren
and Twn white men.

Lelepations frem the black
community had requested
that at least three members
of the jury he hiack. Tt tzkes
four jury votes o make a
[itiding,

Earlier in the procesding,
Billy Jacksen of the Univer-
sity of Weshington  Black
Student Union rose from the
audience to speak and Sow
ers ordercd him to sit down,

Asked why he let Cavghlan
continue P spEk, Soweers
zaid his microghone  had
pone dead. “1 tried to stop
him but he continued, so ©
Jugl evessed,” Suwers sail
The inguest officer added:

“If he ¢omes back, ke'll go
ta jail.

QUESTIONING of Dr.
Gale E. Witson, King County
medical examiner, centered
on the position of Ward in
relation fo pursuing police
officers when one of them
fired the fatal shot.

Dr. Wilson, who conducted
the autopsy, testfied that
vwn shotgun pellats, engesed
the upper left chest. causing
the fatal wounds,

He said the pellets struck
rib bones and virtually
merged in a single path,
piercing 4 lung &nd the base
of the heart.

Dr. Wilson also testified
tan peliets entered the Left
farearm, one near the wrist.
He seid it wss his opinign
those wounds came from the
same shotpun charpe which
resulted in the fatal wounds.

He said there was & wound
from a pellet which entersd
the back of the right shoul-
der but thet this wound was
from another shotgun Mast.
He said there also was a pel
let crease on the right efbow.

Palice said they lived three
shofgun blasts at Ward, one
with & glug that missed him
and the twa others with dou-
bleapught, peliels (large pel-
lets with nine lo & car
tridge).

Dr. Wilzon, asked whether
Ward could have been run-
ning or standing still, when
the Falal shot was Tired, sajd
cither was possible,

QUESTIONS by Sowers,

refaved  from Mclver and
Howell, sought an explans-
tion fram Dr. Wilson on

howw Ward was shot in the
chesst while runnisg from of-
ficexes and what nosltien his
armns were in when the fatal
shosl was fifed,

D3, Wiison said, n his
vpizion, the pusiion of the
left arm, judging [rom the
wounds en il was raised
with the palm DOwird the
body. He gestured with his
owr arm, raising it similer

ty a swinging motion while

" ruraning.

However, Dr. Wilson did
not say definitey whather
Ward was running or seand-
ing =till and tuning when
struck by the she: that killed
him. 5

FPolice origioally siid twa
officers, in 4 pursuing po1lilx
car, ware, virtualhr alongside
Wa rd who was running north
in 24th Avenue when the fa-
tal shot was fired

‘Lhe shot was fired hy Of
ficeer Juhn Hunnsh [rom the
bask  window of an un-
g rked car driven by Offi-
cer John Garner They had
bes=n sent tp stake oul the
Haxdcaslle Realty Co. ac
24t® Avenue and East Union
Srr<ct, which hnd beon
bormbed April 19

THE ORIGINAL police re-
poxt said the two officers
savw @ voung alack  man
place a package in front of
the reslty-office  doorway:
about 2:30 a. m. That seport
gai«d the officers saw a flash
corxé from the front of the
susspict ancl they shouted for
hire o balt.

Henjamin W. smich, illu-
straor for the Seattle Po-
lice Department crime lab-
oratery, broughl diagrams
of the ares ko the inquest.

T he third witness was Spt.
To<ney V. Jacksmn, 2 mem-
ber of the police unit which
inwestigates  arsuns and
bornbings.

e lestilicd b package
in  front of the realty office

coratained thres sticks of
dyramite, & cap and a fuse.
) ri'i that

| Found
next to the peciape.
{Phuin, 4 3)
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Figure 105. Article mentioning resumption of inquest into the shooting of Larry Ward, member of the Seattle
Chapter of the Black Panther Party. Seattle Daily Times, Monday, May 25, 1970.

5 Remain
On Jury As
Inquest

Resumes

By DON HANNULA
The coroner's inguest into
the fatal shooting by police
May 15 of Caffy Ward re-
sumed this afterncon in the
Seattle Center Rainier Room P S L
with about 600 persons in at- ORIGINALLY police said |
tendance. three. shotgun blasts, ooe |
Leo Sowers, inquest offi- |- from'a czrtndge with & 51“8—
cer, excused one juror, Ter- ‘and the:two oﬂ:larx
ry C. Golden, because Gold- Wl.ﬂi pellets, were fired at
en's mother was critically i fromt- 0{ ‘the- .rﬂm;y

ill.
Sowers polled the five re- a.ﬁ]le m nn:'t'h m. :

miaining jury members to i I o PSP X
see if they had been preju- “Today" Lt. Robert— Dch:h.

diced by an interruption of fest'of the Seattle Police De-’
Friday's opening session by ‘partment- Internal Ilm!st]ga-
John Caughlan, attorney, hms Division said a subse-’

who condemned the inguest tion by pﬂhce
system., . . .. ... “"E"sa I
y:tu SAID (Ley had not aled that-four shots were
been influenced. Sowers de- . He said all indications |
cided to continue with five were that Ward. was struck .|
JUELE. by two of the shnts both by

el Yo B |l
m the County Courthouse
to the Rainier Roorm, which DBFmt was as"‘ed if it

has a capacity of about 750 appea.ted if any warning
persons. Only about 3500 shots were fired. He answer-
chairs were set up and about ed: “To the best of my know-
100 persons stood. ledge there were no warning
Ward, 23, a black Army shotsa.” He added: “ ... -
veteran who was unem- according 1 panm' e
ployed, was shot fatally by ulations T;;,:e are mﬂiﬁr-
John Hannah, Seattle palice N ]
officer, shortly after 2:30 a. ing shots."™

m. May 15 in 24th Avenue | Earlier - Detective Phillip
just north of East Umion'| T. Cruse testified that the
Street. . . first shot, -the slug, entered

Police said Ward ‘was shot a window of the realty offica

whilerunnmg from the scene 514 inches. bove t
of an attempted gl{mmmng level. i 5"*
of the Hardcastle Realty Co.
. THE INQUEST was re- Asked if the shots were at

cessed Friday when -Caugh- the level to kill a standing
lan, who had.no connection human, he -amswered: “I
w1th the case, interrupted wouid haw o' speculate that
‘proceedings and called coro- they possibly were, but that

ner's inquests “outmoded™ | jg ealy opinion.”
and a "mac!(_e_r_'y.of justin:g,_" my
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Figure 106. Article mentioning police officer’s testimony during inquest into the shooting of Larry Ward,
member of the Seattle Chapter of the Black Panther Party. Seattle Daily Times, Tuesday, May 26, 1970.

Officer Who Shot Ward
Testifies at Inquest

By DON HANNULA and
MARTY LOKEN

Police Officer John R.
Hannah, who fired the fatal
shot at LarTy Ward early on
the morning of May 15 in the
Central Area, took the stand
i» the coroner’s inguest in
Ward's death today and
testified:

“I yelled to him to freeze
—police officers. He then
spun on us . . . at that mo-
ment I either feared he was
going to shoot at us or . .
1 didn't know what.”

HANNAH was asked by
James Jackson Jr, one of
two black jurors, “Couldn’t
that man be kept alive?”
Hannah replied: “Yes he
could of . . . if he would have
stopped.’

Hannah was asked by Ed-
ward Russell, Jr., the other
black juror, if the fact that
Ward was black might have
influenced the decision to
fire at him. Hannah an-
swered:

“It made no difference to

me. I wa: out to get a
bomber, ne matter what
color he was."

About 400, mostly blacks,
were in altendance at the
Seattle Center's Rainier
Rocrmn for the third day of
the coroner's inquest into
the death of Ward, 22 a
black resident of the Central
Area who was shot and
killed by Officer Hannah
shortly after 2:30 a. m. May
15 along 24th Avenue, just
north of East Union Street,

Police said Ward was shot
running from the attempted
bombing of the Hardeastle
Real Estate office at 24th
Averiue East and East Union
Street,

The coroner's jury was
called to determine i the
killing was justified.

TESTIMONY  vesterday
tevealed a police informant
was the driver of the car
which took Ward to the
bombing scene.

Police witnesses testified
they knew in advance — al-
most to the exact time — an

Tl Ve reisenresn s

CHEAPER
THAN

BeautlBARK

DIRT—--

JUST ADD UP THE HIGH COST OF DIRT:

* High summer water bills

attempt would be made to
bomb a real-estate company.
They said the unnamed man
who drove Ward to the area
was working with the Feder-
al Bureau of Investigation.

Highlights yesterday in-
cluded:

L. Testimony by Capt.
John W. Williams, Police De-
partment  intelligence-divi-
sion commander, that the F.
B. I, working with the in-
formant, made three notifi-
cations about the bomnbing at
o p. m., May 14, that there
would be a bombing at-
tempt a confirmation about
11:3% p. m. and word about
2:30 a. m., May 15, that
the bombing would be in a
few minutes and “the in-
formant might be in the car
with the -bomber."”

The informant was identi-
fied as another black man.
Police said they never give
the names of informants.

L.—Testimony by Lt. Rob-
ert DeForeest that only 24
seconds elapsed between the
time Hannah and his stake-
out partner, John W. Garner,
reported Ward was attempt-
ing to light the bomb and the
time they called for an aid
car after he was felled by a
shotgun blast.

DeForeest, who investigat-
ed the shooting for the Po-
lice Department, testified
that four shots were fired by
Hannah instead of three as
originally reported by Han-
nah.

3.—Testimony bv Garner
that Hannah fired the fatal
shot from a pursuing car
while Ward was running in
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Figure 107. Article mentioning inquest-jury verdict in shooting of Larry Ward, member of the Seattle Chapter
of the Black Panther Party. Seattle Daily Times, Thursday, May 28, 1970.
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The Verdict...

ED'W/ARD RUSSELL, JR,

Fareman aanaurce

i decision

“negligent manner,

Inquest-Jury Findings Explained

When the jury in the coro-
nec's inquest [nto the police
shooting of Lafry \ard re-
turnad its finding early to-
daw, the ma) ¢ ruled anly
that the killing was nol justi-
tiable or excusahle.

The three jurors who de-
termined  that  Ward met
death by “criminal means'
made no finding, thongh they
could hawve, whether the fatal
shooting  constituted  man-

clavghter e murder  Tha
tovn disseating jurors merely
i % by crimina

, whi
excusable or justifizhi,

. IN INSTRUCTIONS to the
excusable  homici
justifiable  homicide, m(m-
slaughter, second-degres
murder and first-degree
murder wers definad

tions were that

and that justifiab
- excusable hnmmde did

s spelied out that pos-
s5i0n of a bomb with inlenl
use (lestimuony was given
tw;vd triad to light threa
of dynawite al i
‘lvﬂ'd{.dﬂl" Real Estate Co.)
is & felony.

Jurgrs alse were inslruct-
ed that the law states offi-
c2rs may use sil means nac-
e=saTy 10 effect the arresi of
son in the execution of

A Ley instruction zaid:
Manslaughter is the unin-
nal killing of a buman
2 cona without excuse or
suhmmm- by & person
enguged in the com-
f act
nat amnunting o a felony o
ing a lawful act in a
It is oot
necessEry T constilule mans
ﬂ:e\L there be zn

o

"Nen]znama 2 used in
this instrection means {he
doing of some act which or
dinarily careful and pradent
police * officers, under Jike

circtumsiances, weuld not
i

THE JURORS fistened to
four days of testimony by 13
witnesses, 17 of them police
icers, before beginaing de-
eretinns [Rst evening,

Afier the testimony,
Lhey were taken on a tour of
tha eraa where Ward was
ghat. & por of fowers had
been placed om the spot
shere Ward fell, mn the lawn

1416 Zdch Ave,

Tr-zm were twi cards on
the fowers. One zaidi “To
memory of ty
7 The other said:
Ward your e has
not bcen lived or taken in
vain”

Jurars alsy wers taken to
the font of the Hardcastie

@

the

Real E: Ca.. 2th Avenue
and East Union Street,
where oo lestified that

il
Ward placed a threedyna-
mitg-etick bomb and uRSuC-
cessfaliy attempted to light

it

Gegrge Ishii, Sealtle Po-
lice Department criminelo-
gist, was the final witness,
Ha testified that a micto-
seople examingtion mads of
Ui Lonb's fuse  showed
tharz was an attemps to light

it

Ishii also testified that four
shaots, rather than three as
origically reported by CHf-
cer John Hamnah, were
Em:d Ishii speculaled that

fatal

b ﬂ

1shii estimated the
shot was fired from a dis-
fired from about o fest

nah earlier estimated he
fired from about € 0feer,

WARD'S FATAL wounds
entersd his lofz chest. Han-
nah said Ward was Tunsing
end turning  wward  the
pursting officsr when the fa-
tal gwot was [Gred. Hannah
testifed that he feared Ward
was gong 0 five at
when the youth turned. It
was later determined that
Ward wits unarmed

...and the Reaction

Earlier estimany revealsd
hat Ward wes driven io the
scene by anathar black man
whe was working as an in-
lurmer for the Federal Bu-
+ Trwestipa and
that Ihn F. B, L notified m-
live almost the exact lime
the bambing attempt would
be made.

THERE WAS testimony by
Hannah that the firs shot, a
shotgyn slug, was fired \t
Ward afler he ignored en or-
der by Hannal's parteer,

John Garner, (@ hall.
misged,

Hennah said he fired a sec-
ond shot, shotgun pellets, as
Ward began fo run noyth in
Uth Avenue, He said the
third and fatal shot wag
Ered while Ward was furr
ning on the sidewalk a half-
Llock the reales
tate office. Hannah said he
remembered firing only
three shots but cowld have
fired a fourth.

1shii  testilied  yesterday
that Ward probably was
struck in the back of his

It

right shouider by a pellet
[rom the szcond shot. Lshii
said he found bleod, though
he could mot determine if it
was Ward's fype or even hu-
man, trziling from the real-
estate office.

ATTORNEYS fcr the Ward
family asked questions to de-
terming how Ward was shot
in the right showlder when
he reportedly was running
north and Hannah was firing
from Werd's left side.

Jurors alsa repeatedly
questioned why, since offi-

cers knew Ibn advance that
the bembing was going to
take place, preparations
could mot bave been made
{0 captare Ward afive and
determine whether he was
armed.

Hannah testified that per-
soms  committing  felonies
usuelly are armed.

Police seid they did not
want [0 saturate the area
with officers  because it
would have seared Ward off

Al officers involved testi-
fied that police repuletions
were followed al all Limes.

Chief Cites Rule in Shooting

Amid angry reactions 1o the
inquest verdict in the [
Ward death, the city’s actiag
police chiel said today the
officer who fired the fatal
shot was acting within the
scope of Police Department
policy.

Frank Moors cited Gentr-
ai Order 1231 which, in pact,
says an officer may ds-
charge & r':realm when nec-
iy to effect the arrest ar
fture or prevent the -
mpc of a 5

TUE ORDER prohibits
warning shors and wse of
firearms fn cases nat invele-
ing felories,

But Lows an offer to
discharge o firearm if he is
in from evi-
t @ feiony has bean
1 and the suspict
ed i’ Bombing is a

on states tht,
before usiog a firearm, o
ery other reasanable ns
af apprehendirg & Suspect
st be exhavsted.

Olficers testified thit
Wil was shob as he fled,
degpiie shouted police wara-
Ings o stop, after a bomb-
ing artempt May 15

The -.'Eg

Moore said  the policy
chearly allowed we of a
WEApORL,

The coroner’s jury early
this merning cnn:luded there
was “criminal means”
wolved in Ward's death.

in-

POLICE oificers obvio
were angerad by the ver

Coples of a petition urging
work stoppages ustil there is
a new inguest were handed
out to officers who reported
Tor work at Ta, o,

The Palice Department
switchboard reportedly be-
gan receiving a fiood of tele-
phone calls exprsssing sup-
port of afficer Joan Hannakh,

who shot Ward,

An operator at the City
Hall switchhoard called the
office of the chief of police to
tell & secretary of the c
zens’ calls to City Hall,

“They're mad as hell;
what du we do with all these
calls?” she was quoied s
saying,

Police Guild Expresses
'Frustration, Disgust’

& Geattle Police Officars

Guild has expressed “frus-

lmlwn disgust and
ith the procedu

me nquesl which Ied te Lthe

ultimite wrdlct oi death by
criminal mean:

AL a press mfm1cc 1o
day Sgr. Pat Murphy, guild
president, critizized the

Pesticide Blamed In

Deaths of

By LYLE BURT

Times Olympia Bureau

OLYMPIA — Use of the
wrong, pesticide was blamed
by the State Agriculture De-
partment today for the death
of 51 head of cattle and the
iliness of a ranch hand in
Okanoean Counl,

51 Cattle

mels gre sick and may die.
The ranch haud has re-
covered.

Minas said the rancher ap-
parently f
structions en the chemical
package which werned that
cide was dangerous
g and arimals,

Figure 108. Article mentioning police objection to inquest-jury verdict in shooting of Larry Ward,
the Seattle Chapter of the Black Panther Party. Seattle Daily Times, Friday, May 29, 1970.

Police Officers Back Hannah, Will Stay on Duty

By MIKE WYNE
A mags mesting of poiice
afficers last night backedd Of-
ficer John Hanmah agevinst
an inquest-jury verdict and
vited tu stay on duly with no
change n their approachs to-
ward {lesing felons.
The meeting was eallec] as
olficers reacted angrily to
he 3 ict which Held
it .\lJ died by
riminal ‘means” when be
was shot in the Central Aurea
early May 13 by Hannah,
About 700 officers, inc Jud-
ing about 50 from outlawing
Iawenforcement agencies as
far away & Tacoma. atteed:

Uhlman

Mayar Wes Uhiman East
called for a changes in
mage of the policerman
o enforcer”™
‘peace officer™ who is wisi-
ble in nmghromnndq as a

M |l|dv:|5- )u\vt' only
negative contacls with po-
he told the Seatile

cexs Club.

ed the meeting in the Seattie
Center Ralnier Room, where
the final s:ssions of the in-
quest were held.

PETITIONS hat! been cir-
cclated in the Seattke Police
pesterduy call
mediate work
& mew inguest

stoppage wnt
was held
During te inquest police
testified that Ward, 22, was
shot while fiseing from an
artemptad bombing of the

Hardcastle Real Estate Co.
24th Avenue st Uica
Sereet, sho :_ after 2:30 a,
m. May 15

Palice officers at the meet-
ing mnde angry comments
about the way the inquest
was conducted and ils oul-
come. The fanl rescluticn
was adopted after Homnah
addressed the angry officers,
sourees reported

‘The resclution  specified
that ndficers “will take what-
EVET MESRS  MECESSATY D
Sop § bowber, robber or
any felon.™

Patrick Murphy, presiderl
of the Seattle Poilce Officers
Guild, eaid that the meoting
was open to commissioned
police officers of any depart
ment, not just to members of
the guikd

Urges Change in

iforin in Seattle agree
we nted & better aisd
ellective police depart.

ment . And {we) are

wuorking toward that goal.”
THE BMAYOR suid the

mods: palice nfﬁcrr s

tary he finds the publ
5 for hr. are mixed and

“Change will come, wheth-
er we like it or not.” he said.
“I can only call for people 1o
know change, to try and un-
derstand its causes, to distin.
h between peaceful, seri-
m.s change and chanpe for
1‘|c sake of destructlon
hen 10000 people
k' peacefully in the rain
express their opinions
ihout war. sens2less Rillines

*“We would have restricied
the veting to guild members
if there had been any divi-
sion,” Murphy said. “There
ju=t wasn't any opposition (o
e resolction.™

MURPHY SAID that about
5000 tolephooe calls bad
ey recgued by the depart.
g-m indi

Ing (o the inguest verdsct,
Speakers at the meeting
told of other indications of
support, including »
found by an officer on :he
windshild of his parking con
trod vehicle.

The resoluticn steted:

Officer's

E L\MENTFH the lact

he let and prudent
waice today is often drowned
e

e also enprossed concern
about the “false alarm™ and
“Radly distorted” siatisties
suggesting that law and ar-
der have broken down.

“The President's Crime
Coemmission report of 1568
tinvally Stressed  thells

mrnerte  erima that

“Be it resolved thot the
Police Guild as a body sup-
ports the action taken by OF-
ficer John Hannai: thal we
give motice’ we will uphold
our oath of office and will
lake whilever means neces-
sary o stop a bomber, rob-
ber or any felon: that we
will not be intimidated by a
socalled inquest of cther
radical rl'mrnls whﬂ
they be binck or

The  work-soppa,
tiont had deseri
quest as being beld in ol
cntertainment center of
Seatlle Center, wilh police
officers as entertainers,”

Image

the [irst quarter of this vear,
when compared w1960 Jev-
els: Murder was down 52 per

MURPHY SAID the public
naw should show the offi-
cers it will suppoct them,

Acting Police Chiel Frank
Micore attended part of the
meeting. He said he told the
officers he knew they would
act like professionals.

The Police Department, he
told them, has  withstood
“bummps” befors.

terrupted by the meeting.

One veterar alficer who
attended the mesting =aid he
was surprised and delighted
by the attitude of profession-
alism that was manifest.

Angther, vounger officer
eammented: “The rasalution
ks fine, but if Hamnah 18
charged, I'm going off the
job

{Phato, AL)

with MALMO NURSERY CENTERS

cent, m.'dnst it
was down & per cent and
robberies of all lund: were
denwn W per cen

It's Fantastic

WEEDS

tSHOP ERNST-MALMO for LAWN FER

1, Wi ore open soven doy
2, Charge il You con use

s & weak to 1eme you
your cord or eus

3. Owr penonnel ore the ru:ndhm in town and are haper

4. We guarantes every purt

5. Koo cqucliy brands and .m...wn guanentes

&, Wa are the sore whers

the customers ia alwoys right

marner in which the jurors
were salectad. He questionad
whather the furars expressed
a “luir and impartial judg-
ment.”

In o topen lettet” to Mr.
end Mrs. Seattle, the guild
said:

“Under your laws which
we enforce, & palice officer
is obligated to effect the ar-
rest of a Heemng felon by
whatever means necessary.

i a0 question that
2id was bwice given
the oppartunity (o surrender
—vet he conlinued to rlea af-

place of b

anen hefnrs heen hambad 7

member of
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Figure 109. Article mentioning attempt to prosecute police officer responsible for shooting of Larry Ward,
member of the Seattle Chapter of the Black Panther Party. Seattle Daily Times, Saturday, June 13, 1970.

Attorney Seeks Writ
To Prosecute Hannah

Lem G. Howell vesterdav
renewed his attempt o gain
prosecution of Seattle Palice
Officer John Hannah in
connection with the shooting
death of Larmy Wardl

Howell, attorney for the
Ward family, filed an appli-
cation for a writ directing
Prosecutor Charles . Car-
roli to charge Hannah.

Presiding  Superior  Court
Judge Stanley C. Sederiand
signed an order scheduling a
show-cause hearing June 22,

Howell said the laws of the
state provide thar county
prosecutors must prosecute
when persons are reasonably
suspected of felonies.

Carroll announced earlier
last week that there was in-

sufficient evidence to charge
the officer.

A coroner's jury ruled in a
J-to2 decision, that Ward
died by “criminai means”
when he was shot fatally in
the Central Area eatly May
15. Police said Ward was
running from the scene of an
attempted bombing of a
real-estate office.

Tuesday Judge Soderland
denied Howell's  application
for a writ that would have
required lLeo M. Sowers,
King County inguest officer,
0 issue a warrant for Han-
nah's arrest.

The judge ruled that the
reponsibility for issuing war-
vants is with the judicial
branch of governmeant, not
the administrative.

Figure 110. Article mentioning refusal to prosecute police officer responsible for shooting of Larry Ward,
member of the Seattle Chapter of the Black Panther Party. Seattle Daily Times, Tuesday, June 23, 1970.

Judge Rules

Carroll Can't Be Forced

. By LARRY BROWN

=-Prosecutor Charles 0. Car-
foll cannot be forced to file a
charge against Seattle Police
Officer John Hannah in
Gonnection with the shooting
death of Larry Ward, a visit-
ing judge ruled yesterday.
:'Superior Court Judsge
George H. Freese of Adams
County said prosecutors
have discretionary power.
:Lem G. Howell, a lawyer
for the Ward family, had
filed an application for a
writ  directing Carroll to
charge Hannah.

. Howell said the laws of the
gtate provide that county
prosecutors must prosecute
When persons are reasonably
suspected of felonies.
~Carroll has announced that
there was insufficient evi-
dénce to charge the officer.
- A coroner’s jury on May
29, found in a 3-to-2 decision,
thit Ward died by “criminal
means" when he was shot

TR

fatally in ‘the Central Area
early May 15. Police said
Ward was running from the
scene of an attempted bomb-
ing of a real-estate office.

Howell argued that the
jury verdict was comparable
to a grand-jury indictment.
and that Carroll had a duty
to file a charge of man-
slaughter or second-degree
murder against the officer.

Judge Freese agreed with
William L. Kinzel, chief
criminal deputy prosecutor,
that a coroner's verdict is
advisory only, not binding on
the prosecutor.

Because the verdict was
split, it was a nullity, the
judge said. Criminal trials
require a unanimous verdict.

Assuming that the verdict
was valid, a wmagistrate
could issue an arrest war-
rant, Judge Freese said, but
once the case got into Supe-
rior Court it would not be
binding on the prosecutor to
charge.

To Charge Policeman

-Howell said the split ver-

probable cause that a crime
had been commritted and suf-
ficient evidence for trying
the case in court, rather

. dict should be interpreted as |

than 2¢ evidence beyond a |

reasanable doulst.

Kingel said a prosecutor is |

-required to charge when he

“reasonably believes” a
crime has been committed,
and that investigation of the
evidence did not show the
shooting was by criminal
means.

Earlier this month Presid-
ing Judge Stanley C. Soder-
land denied Howell's appli-
calion for a writ that would
have required Leo M. Sow-
ers, the officer in charge of
the Ward inguest, to issue a
warrant for Hannah’s arrest.

Judge Sederiand ruled that

the responsibility of issuing |
warrants is with the judicial |
branch of government, not |

the administrative.
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Figure 111. Article mentioning “first day” of a “food bank’ to aid needy persons” at the Seattle Chapter of the
Black Panther Party’s Welton Armstead Community Center at “173 20th Ave”. Seattle Daily Times, Tuesday,
July 14, 1970.

New Group
Offers Food
To Aid Needy

Twenty boxes of food were
collected overnight In .the
first- day of a new organiza-
tion - designed. as a “food
bank’ to aid needy persons.

Judy Von Thun, a regis-
tered nurse, organized the
project over the weekend
and has set up four distribut-
ing centers to get the food
te individuals and - families.

Distribution sites have
been established at the Red
Cross branch office, 1700 E.
Yesler Way; the FOCUS-
CHOICE - Office, 101 14th
Ave, T.; Francis House, 1719
E. Yesler Way; Salvation
Army, 925 E. Pike St.,, and
the Welton Armsted Commu-
nity Center, 173 20th Avel

Figure 112. Article mentioning man “arrested on charge of assaulting a police officer and resisting arrest in
front of 173 20th Ave”, headquarters of the Seattle Chapter of the Black Panthers. Seattle Daily Times,
Wednesday, December 23, 1970.

Man charged |
with assaulting !
police officer |

Malcolm Williams, 23, of |
3013 5. Morgan St., was ar- |
rested on a charge of as- |
saulting a police officer and |
resisting arrest in front of !
173 30th Avel at 11:15 p. m. §
yesterday. i

Folice said Williams !
pushed Officer John Gamer
after Williams® van had
blocked traffic. As officers
seized Williams and wrestled |
him to the ground, a youth !
came from the Black Com- |
munity Information Center
at 173 20th Avel holding a
shotgun and threatening to
kill the officers, police said.

The vouth was pushed
back into the building by an-
other vouth.
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Figure 113. Article mentioning Seattle Chapter of the Black Panthers co-founder, EImer Dixon, pleading

innocent to a charge of “making threats” against a police officer in an incident “in front of Panthers
headquarters at 173 20th Ave”. Seattle Daily Times, Thursday, December 31, 1970.

Panther leader
pleads innocent

to threat charge

Elmer Dixon, 21, a Black
Panther Party leader, plead-
ed innpcent in Municipal
Court yesterday to a charge
of making threats against
Police Officer J. W. Garner.

The charge stems from an
incident last week in front of
Panther headquarters at 173
20th _Avel in which Dixon
was accused of displaying a
shotzun  while threatening

the officer. I

The incident began with a
dispute between officers and
another man, whose vam had
blocked the street.

Dixon's trial was set for
February 24. He was re-

lzased on his recognizance.

lect 1971 Cli

Mentioning “Black Panther P

Figure 114. Article mentioning Seattle Chapter of the Black Panthers fail to pay rent debt at 173 20th Ave”.

Seattle Daily Times, Thursday, January 28, 1971.

Panther’s.
_ev:chon o

e J .xdge
:'George “H. “Revelle today
) grantéd a motion to evict El-
mer Dixon from ‘his Central
Area duplex for failure to
'-pdy a 5300 rent debt. :
*.Dixon- “hasdeen active” 'n
“the Black Panther Partyl.
.. The suit: filed- by:.J.
._.__Corde]l -Jackson, a market-
ing .manager. who owns ‘the
duplex at. 1?3 and" 175 20th
Ave.

-Jackson said he rented the
-duplex in November of 1969
to Elmer Dixon and his
brother, Aaron, for $200 a

. month with .an oral’ undér-
"standmg it would “be used
only-for residential purposes.

The rent later was reduced

to . $175 a ‘month. Jackson
said he later-learned that the
prope*ty also was being used
“as.a political headguarters.

When Jackson last visited
the duplex in September, he

rent Iags,

T

rdered

-foind - that doors had heen

. reinforced with bnards there-

was chicken wire on the win-
~dows and sand bags stacked
across the living room.

-Jackson ‘said it will cost: -
him: “‘a“tremendous amount -
of money",. to restore the du--

plex. -

_ Elmer lecn was served
October. 30: with a notice to
vacate’, the. residence" effec-
tive- December 14. He, his
brother, -and their wives
have continued to accupy the
dupiex

I"".riijc'e_ss'-'?rnvels

. LONDON — (AP )— Prin-
cess Margaret flew to Bra-
bados today to join her hus-
band, Lord .Snowdon, for a

month’s Caribbean vacation,

Lord -Snowdon flew to Bar-
bados ‘last week to con-
valesce after minor surgery.
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Figure 115. Washington State Department of Health Certificate of Death for Alfred V. Postell Jr., whose name
is memorialized_on the People’s Wall.
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Figure 116. Article mentioning lawsuits dropped against the Seattle Chapter of the Black Panthers for not
paying rent at 173 20th Ave”. Seattle Daily Times, Wednesday, April 07, 1971.

Lawstits fo
evict Dixons
are dropped

Lawsuits that sought to
evict Elmer and Aaron Dix-
cn from their Central Area
duplex, for failure to pay
rent, have been dropped.

Robert H. Larson, lawyer
for J. Cordell Jackson, a
marketing manager who
owns the duplex at 173 and
175 20th Ave., said nearly all
the back rent has been paid
cince the court actions were
filed.

The Dixons have been ac-
tive in the Black Panther
Farty! Jackson testified that
he rented the duplex with
the understanding it Wnu]dl
be used only for residential |
purposes, but he learned lat- |
erthat it also was used as a |
pdiitical headquarters.

Jackson said the brothers
had owed about $300 in rent.
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Figure 117. Article mentioning warrant issued for Aaron Dixon, captain of the Seattle Chapter of the Black
Panther Party, for failing to appear in Municipal Court for a “trial on charges of hindering a policeman”. Seattle

Daily Times, Thursday, May 27, 1971.

‘Woarrant issued-for Panther leader

A bhench warrant was is-
sued yesterday lor the arrest
of Aarop L. Dixon aftev the
Elack Panther reader failed
tn appear in Municipal Court
yesterday afternoon for trial

Figure 118. Article mentioning Aaron Dixon is sentenced to 90 days in jail for “hindering Seattle police

on charges of hindering a po-
liceman. - .
Dixon, 22, of [73.20th Ave.|

was arvested February 16 .

when potice stopped a car at
2rd Avenue and East Aldetr

8i. after a high-speed chase. lempted tn interfere with the
The driver was cited for: arvesl. '

numerous traffic violations. BDixon had -heen lree non

Police charged that Dixon, a 3250 bond. Rail on the [ailure

passenger in ' the car. he- o appear charge was set ab

caime heligerent and al-- 31500,

officers”. Seattle Daily Times, Wednesday, June 16, 1971.

Panther
leader
sentenced

Aaron Dixon, 22 Seattle
BElack Paniher Pariy leader,
vesterday was sentenced to
M davs in jail, suspended,
and placed on probation for
one wvear for hindering
Seattle police officers at-
tempting tn make an arrest
February 16.

Dixon was found guilty
June 2 of interfering with po-
licemen who were attempt-
ing to arrest a matorist in
the Central Area after a
chase.

The sentence was imposed
hv Municipal Court Judge
Patrick T. Corbett.
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Figure 119. Article mentioning gas company gave information to the FBI about Black Panther Party at “173
20th Ave”. Seattle Daily Times, Monday, July 23, 1973.

Gas company gave
F.B.l. information
on two customers

The Washington Natural
Gas Co. assisted the Feder-
al Bureau of Investigalion
three years ago in an inves-
tigation by giving confiden-
tial financial information
about two Seattle custom-
ers, but a company attorney
said today it has never been
the firm’s policy to give put
such information without a
court order. - £

The firm: released infor-
mation 0 the F, B. L in
1970 and 1871 concerning the
Black Panther headquarters
and the home of one of its

_officers  following a  re-
quest from the F. B. L
signed by J. E. Milnes, spe-
cial agent in charge here.

Robert Tomlinson, on-
heuse counsel Tor Washing-
lon Natural Gas and secre-
tary of the firm, said today
he was pot sure why the ex-
ception was made in releas-
ing the information com-
cerning the two residences
occupied by Elmer Dixon
and his brother, Aaron, and
others active in the Black
Panther Party.

TOMLINSON,  who was
not with the Tirm at that
"time, .said, 1t might bave
beén because the company
already was involved in liti-
gation in  Superior Court
with the Dixong.”

The litigation pertained
melers the gas company
contended were stolen.
_The F. B. L had asked for
information regarding hous-

es at ITII0R"Ave: and 616
26th Ave. E., including the
name of the individual
applying for gas service,
the amount of the bills, the
amount paid or owing and
the identity of the persons
making payment and the
method of payment.

* Tomlirison. said the infor-
‘mation might have been giv-
en to the F. B. I “in the
spirit of cooperation,”

MILNES SAID today that
his July 15, 1970, letter to
the gas company reguesting
information was “in connec-
tion with an official invest-
fration being made by the F.

1., dealing with a matter
within fls investigative ju-
risdiction.” |

Milaes would not com- |
ment further. i

F. P. Hayes, an assistant |
attorney general assigned
to the State Utilities and
Transportation Commission,
said the state statutes on
utilities are silent on wheth-
er information about cus-
tomers may or may not be
released,

g.ﬂ.‘m--isi—'ﬁfl
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Figure 120. Article mentioning utility companies such as Seattle City Light, Pacific Northwest Bell and
Washington Natural Gas Co. gave information to the FBI about Black Panther Party at “173 20th Ave”. Article
about Black Panther Party activity at “173 20th Ave”. Seattle Daily Times, Thursday, July 26, 1973.

ToF.B.I.
Ciy
supplies
Panther
data

By RICK ZAHLER

The Federal Bureau of In-
Vestigation received ascist-
ance from one city wtility in
a 1870 investigation of the
Black Pantker Pary, and
probably would have been
given information by a sec-
ond i it had asked, city
lighting and water superin-
tendents said yesterday.

Gardan Vickery, City
Ligat superintendent, - saig
the F. B, I requesied and
received -information in 1970
regarding customers at two
addresses, [T 2l Ave! and
616 26th Ave. E. Both
ware Blacl: Panther Party

headquarters at the time,
occupied by Elmer and Aar-
an Dixon. 5

“We told them who resid-
ed thers and the. status of
the account,” Vickery sald.
“This was a onetime thing,
and we did not make an in-
vestigation onrselves.”

Kenneth Lowthian, super-
intendent of the city water
department,- said, “As far
as I can tell, they (the F. B.
I.) did not approach the de-
partment for information.”
_He said custdmer infor-
mation is ‘generally consid-
ered confidential, but add-
ed, “If a legitimate organi-
zatign, such as the F. B, L

or police department, asked
for it, we woud probably
make it available.”

TWO private utilities —
Pacific Northwest Bell and
the Washington Natural Gas
Co—~have said they provid-
ed the F. B. 1. with infor-
mation regarding customers
at the addresses. - ;

Robert Tomlinson, coun-
sel for the gas company,
said Lhe information provid-
ed in 197 and 1971 included
customer names, the status
of the account, the identity
of persons making payment

and the method of payment.

Howard Woodworth, pub-
Tic-information manager for
the telephone company,
said the firm can make dis-
closures to law-enforcement
agencies If ordered to do so
by a court “or on demand
of other lawful awthority.”

Pacific  Northwest Bell
provided names, addresses
and telephone nembers
“and things like that"” o
the F. B. L. during the in-
vestigation, he said.

BOTH VICKERY and
Lowthian said the only in-
formation available to faw-
enforcement ageucies Irom

a city utility would be the
customer's name and the
status of his account.

“We simply don't have
anything lize cvedit infor-
mation available,” Lowthi-
an said,

Chuck  Rowell, another
telephone-company informa-
tion officer, said his firm
could provide more detailed
billing information, such as
vecords ol long-distance
calls, if it was requested o
do so Cthvough oA fawful
procedure.’

A non-cont -ordered re-
quest by an agency head
would De considersd a faw-

ful procedure, he said, al-
thaugh the telephone com- *
pany has diseretion in such *
cuses.

“There 15 a judgment fac-
tor involved,” Rowell sail.
“If there is any question in
our mind about a lawlu
need for the  information,
we can 2o back to the agen-
ey and make sure they jus-
tify the request.”™

He said « plain request
for information on o cus-
tomer's waime and telephone
nuamber is not normally con-
sideved sensitive enough w
warrant such double-check-
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Figure 121. Article mentioning “array of community service programs” operated by the Seattle Chapter of the
Black Panther Party. Seattle Da/Iy Times, Frlday, November 21, 1975.

Their claws are sheathed, but
Black Panfhers conhnue work

By LEE MURI‘M\H
A national news magazme once

wrote that the Black Panthers came -

across as the “'bad niggers of white
America’s nightmares." Indeed, the
public may long remember the Pan-
thers for their guns and militant
rhetoric.

But there is ancther, less publi-

cized side of the party that seems

Lo transcend bullets and hombast. .
In' Sedttie;

engaged in" an array of communtt}h
service programs ranging from free

breakfasts for school children to bus

Tides for prisan visitors.
The Panthers, who at one .time.

npen]y brandished rifles and dressed -~
in black berets and leather:iackets, '

have maintained such a.low profile
here recently that when a law-en-
forcemenr officar was asked w com-
mient on the party, he replied:

“Quite frankly . . . Sheez, it's been.

so- long since T've heard amything

about them , .. T haven't heard any-

elsewhers. in the .
couniry, the 'Black ‘Panther Party is: -

one even’ menhtm them in so long
it's* pathetlc ;

THE P&NTHERS still are amund._

opetating out of the (SydRey Willer

People’s Free Medical Clinic at 168

19th Awve:

Miller was thB Eﬁvy"ar-old '-’anther
shot to death in 1968 during an at-
tempted rosbe;y of a West Seattle
grocary. .

present aclwmes

“*“The press seems-to have been’ lg-:
noring-oir actiyities:because there's’

. noth E!ammawry to repm"
* about. 'Ihe types of things we're

doing mow - organizing and "umify-

* ing thé community = I don't think’
they're too much mtereslcd in that,”"

- he sald. 3

Tie -Black Pant‘ner Par‘y was

back in'the news this week with. the’

return tp the United States of Eld-
I‘ldg‘ C]ea\rer the. cne-time . Panther

Cff)f_ Council d-eb.gf_e’s-f rules.
on final budget voting

The- City. Council, minus two tem-

bers, argued today over.rules for fi-
nal votiig on the 1976 budget and’
prepared to possibly meet through

the night to finish budget work,
~Upszet over the absence of Coun-

scil President Sam- Smith and Coun- -

cilman Wayne Larkin, the seven

members present finally agreed to

a motion by Councilman John Miller
that only & majority of those present
was needed to approve or- defeat

maotions to reconsider hudget votes’

made this' week.
. Council members Randy Revelle
and FPhyllis Lamphiere wanted to

. ‘take irito account the way Smith and
Larkin had voted. But Councilmen.

Paul Kraabel and Miller, argued that

" would gwe leth and Larkm votes

by proxy.

. Larkin re'u.med' to. City Hal] about
2:30 p.m., however, after having.-
been_gone 211 day at ‘an Association-

of Washington Cities meeting. Smith
has left Seattle en Toute o Miami.

The Council members Jisted about
. 100 ‘tems te be reconsidered, includ-

ing the vote gariier this week to
abolish the police horse patrol.

(Earlier details, A 8.)

lhB party. cnnrdmator in Seattle is,
El Dixen, 25, who-

isn'E: surpr!sed at, the pub-

. lic's: ohhvmusnc'as :o the Panthers’ .

" cided to work in & lawful’

mfclrmalinn du-ec.tor turned-fugitive.
David DuBuis, the Panthers’ offi-
cial spokesman in Oakland, said in a
te]ephune interview that Cleaver's
return is “not of great importance”
to the party. Cleaver was expelled
from the party in 1971, DuBois said.

WHILE CLEAVEER: has -at .least
temporarily captured the public's at-
tention, the Panthers. are, without
fanfare, continying to’ go-about - their

‘business of building what-they see

és ‘a more hurhane’ socaety in Ameri-

today.
Althuugh thE, Panthers st:ll draw
suspicion | from law E.ufurce.ment.

Maj. Charles R. Cornery, head’ of
‘the Seattle: Police Department’s in-
.spectionakervices division  which

incudes intelligence operatlons said
cautivusly:

“It appears to:us that he Pan-
thers. are wurking ‘very ‘hard to
change their public image' and to
take a different approach,

“If the Panthers have'in act de-
anner,
T'm.zll for them." He. emphasizcd
the word ‘fif."

Mike Shana}nn chief of :he Univ-

‘ersity of Washingten polics, said his

department kas received complaints
from time to time regarding the Pan-
thers' soliciting of money on-campus
to support their brzakfast program.

SHANAHAN ADDED, ~however,
that the complainis were ‘“‘unsub-
stantiated” and “very sporadic.”

“You have to realize that there
are people wha will feel intimidated
by individuals saying they are from
the Black Panther Party and are
agking for ' contributions—or from
any other high-profile group - asso-
ciated with campus -or -social is-
sues,” Shanahan said.

He said that his department pets
complaints  invelving  “everything

‘from magazine salesmen in the dor-

mrtnnes tn itinerznt preackers en
campus,”
(Other d‘ei‘alls, A 16)
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Figure 122. Article mentioning Carolyn Downs, “a young black women who died of cancer last summer”;
Downs was a member of the Seattle Chapter of the Black Panther Party. Seattle Daily Times, Tuesday,

February 20, 1979.

Black militants put energy in kids now

by SUSAN GILMORE
Times staff reporter

BHilly Williams eats breakiast
out, and it doesn't eost him a
cent. A
The menu may lack the vari-
aty of a ritzy eatery, and cus-
tomers often must bolt down
the meal to heat the sches! ball_

But, sponsofs maintain, the
breakinsis are hol, nutritious
and a gond tnvestment.

Billy, 7, is ome of sevetal
hndred  schoolchildren  who
start their days with a Full
stommach, courtesy of the Syd-
ney Miller Free Clinic. This
month the free-breakfast pro-
grim i5 celebrating its 1dh an-
niversary feading kids in South,
YWest ana Lentral seattie,

The pragram Degan in Fab-

ruary, 1968, under the umbretla
of the Black Panther Party.
The party here has since shéd
its neme and its militant inage,
but the hreakfasts are still
Eoing strong.
+ The commitment to provide
a hot breakfgst for schoolchil-
dren continued after the Elack
Panthers disbanded here two
years age and regrouped under
the clinic's name, said Elmer
Dixon, the elinic director snd
former Black Panther,

Since the (rst breakfast was
sarved at the Madrona Comimu-
nll{ Church I years ago, Dixon
estimates 300,000 schoslchildren
have started their days with a
hot meal,

Billy Williams, 7, bit into.an orange.

"We originally started the
hreakfast  prngram becauge
kids in low-income neighbor.
hoods were not getting nuri-
tious meals — or any meais at
all = before school,” Dixon
said. “Kids just don't do well in
school without food,™

Mow, voluntesrs Flp oan-
cakes and fry eggs for thelr

g customers af five places
in Seattle: the Atlantic Street
Center, the Yesler Terrace
Froject, Rainier Vista Project,
Hn!fy Park Project and High
Paini Project.

Dixet said B to 10 break-
fasis are served each week.
This Is less than lasi year's
peak because of problems find.
ing wolunteer cooks and be-
cause the new mendatory-bus-
ing schedule often  confiicts
with the 7:30-to% am. meal-
tirme.

“We try to provide a hot,
nutritious  breakfast  evgry
moming," Dixon sabd. He said
wolunieers serve efps or pan-
cakes, juice and fruit — but no
meaf,

“We don't serve mest be
cause of the sdditives,” he sgid,

Dixon said it costs abaug
$1.35 to fesd each child, The
meney comes from private don-
ations; the cooks are all volun-
TREFS.

Since insupguriting the free
breakfests, the Black Panther-
Sydney - Miller Clinic  has
jumped into other programs
peared primarily for Central
Area residents,

Edch Wednesday the clinic
distributes more than 51 bags of

groceries to hungry area resi-

dents. On Sawrdays, through
Mondays the clinic offers free

busing te Western Washington
prisons so  families  withoul-
transpartatis - can  visit  in-
mates,

The Sydney Miller Health
Clinic, which closed. its doors
two years ago to “reorganize,”
Dixon said, will reopen later
thizs month in new quarters.

Called the Carblyn Diwn:
Family Heaith Center, afler a
young black woman who died
of cancer last summer, the new
clinic will emplay twao half-time
doctors, a full-time practitioner
and five Comprehensive Em-

ployment Training Act (CETA)

wiorkers

The center is part of a five- '

ciinic consortium  in Seattle
funded in part under a grant

' from the Naucmal Heallh Ser-

vices Corp. ‘

Dixan said his gimup hit
the new clinjc uilding on
comer of 3th Avenue and East
Union Street after Homer Ber
gren, & Seattle Businessman,
donzted 13,000 for the down
payment,

Dixnon seid the ciimc will of-
fer exammations, child care
and an eye clinic. He said there
will be no billing system — pa-
tiznts pay what tshe cah afford,

“Our main emphasis will be
on preventative health care”
Dixon said. “We find the high-
est cest of health care is emer-
gency care. Blacks and low-in-
come people are crisis-orient-
ed. They wait until an emergen-
oy 1k see g doctor.*

Figure 123. Article from Black-owned Seattle newspaper The Facts (Week of May 11, 1972 to May 17,
1972), reporting on the arrest of national Black Panther Party leader Huey P. Newtown in Oakland, California.

Newton in troubleagain

Ihree cheers for
a job well done!

ILT EDGE CLEANERS
657 South Jacksen
MA3-1532

OAKLAND, Calf. — Black Panther
Leader Huey P. Newion way arrested
with his bodyguard late Thursday en
misdemeanor charges involving assault

The 30yearold Panther Party co-
founder was arrested glong with Robert
L. Bay, 28, in the garage at Newion's
plush apartment overlooking Lake Mer-
Fitt

They were arrested oo a warrast
sworn oul by Marlon Scott, a disc joe-
key for Redio Station KDIA. Scott said
Newton and Bay beat him Agril 16 dur
ing an argument at the Raiobow Lounge

Newton, leaving the City Jall after

was made. He sald be was “outraged”
ai the Police Dept. which be said had 2
‘personal vendetta” agalsst him. Bay
was releand on $1,250 bail.

“Nooe of this was necessary,” said
Newioa, who was tried three times for
the slayiag of Oakland Policemas John
Frey in 1987,

He was coovicted oo manslaughter
and served 18 months before an Appel-
late Court ordered a pew trial on a jo-
dictal error. The last two trials ended b
hung juries and the prosecuter decided
aganst 3 fourth trial
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Figure 124. Advertisement in Black-owned Seattle newspaper The Facts (Week of May 11, 1972 to May 17,
1972) for a Seattle event with national Black Panther Party chairman and co-founder, Bobby Seale, to be
held May 16, 1972 at the University of Washington.

Black Panthers Co Spowsor
To Speak In Seattle

BOBBY SEALE
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Figure 125. Article from Black-owned Seattle newspaper The Facts (Week of February 17, 1972 to February
23, 1972), reporting on Black Panther Party leader Huey P. Newtown in Oakland, California.
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The party's programs
included a breakfast-for-
children

busses for relatives to

rison Inmates and
Lﬁﬂ food to the poor
at least & month.
sald

$650-a-month -L: :ct approached white
Merriet, T you can be we will.”

Figure 126. The Ten-Point Program, a set of guidelines written by Huey P. Newton and Bobby Seale in 1966
for the Black Panther Party:

1.  We want freedom. We want power to determine the destiny of our black and oppressed communities.
We believe that black and oppressed people will not be free until we are able to determine our destinies in our own
communities ourselves, by fully controlling all the institutions which exist in our communities.

2. We want full employment for our people.
We believe that the federal government is responsible and obligated to give every person employment or a guaranteed
income. We believe that if the American businessmen will not give full employment, then the technology and means of
production should be taken from the businessmen and placed in the community so that the people of the community can
organize and employ all of its people and give a high standard of living.

3. We want an end to the robbery by the capitalist of our black and oppressed communities.
We believe that this racist government has robbed us and now we are demanding the overdue debt of forty acres and two
mules. Forty acres and two mules were promised 100 years ago as restitution for slave labor and mass murder of black
people. We will accept the payment in currency which will be distributed to our many communities. The Germans murdered

6,000,000 Jews. The American racist has taken part in the slaughter of over 50,000,000 black people; therefore, we feel this is
a modest demand that we make.

4. We want decent housing, fit for the shelter of human beings.
We believe that if the landlords will not give decent housing to our Black and oppressed communities, then the housing and

the land should be made into cooperatives so that the people in our communities, with government aid, can build and make
decent housing for the people.
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10.

We want education for our people that exposes the true nature of this decadent American society. We want education
that teaches us our true history and our role in the present-day society.

We believe in an educational system that will give to our people a knowledge of self. If you do not have knowledge of yourself
and your position in the society and the world, then you will have little chance to know anything else.

We Want All Black Men To Be Exempt From Military Service.

We believe that Black people should not be forced to fight in the military service to defend a racist government that does not
protect us. We will not fight and kill other people of color in the world who, like Black people, are being victimized by the White
racist government of America. We will protect ourselves from the force and violence of the racist police and the racist military
by whatever means necessary.

(Alternate:) We want completely free health care for all black and oppressed people.

We believe that the government must provide, free of charge, for the people, health facilities which will not only treat our
illnesses, most of which have come about as a result of our oppression, but which will also develop preventative medical
programs to guarantee our future survival. We believe that mass health education and research programs must be developed
to give all black and oppressed people access to advanced scientific and medical information, so we may provide ourselves
with proper medical attention and care.

We want an immediate end to police brutality and murder of black people, other people of color, all oppressed people
inside the United States.

We believe that the racist and fascist government of the United States uses its domestic enforcement agencies to carry out its
program of oppression against black people, other people of color and poor people inside the United States. We believe it is
our right, therefore, to defend ourselves against such armed forces, and that all black and oppressed people should be armed
for self-defense of our homes and communities against these fascist police forces.

We Want Freedom For All Black Men Held In Federal, State, County And City Prisons And Jails.
We believe that all Black people should be released from the many jails and prisons because they have not received a fair and
impartial trial.

(Alternate:) We want an immediate end to all wars of aggression.

We believe that the various conflicts which exist around the world stem directly from the aggressive desires of the U.S. ruling
circle and government to force its domination upon the oppressed people of the world. We believe that if the U.S. government
or its lackeys do not cease these aggressive wars that it is the right of the people to defend themselves by any means
necessary against their aggressors.

We want freedom for all black and poor oppressed people now held in U.S. federal, state, county, city and military
prisons and jails. We want trials by a jury of peers for all persons charged with so-called crimes under the laws of this
country.

We believe that the many black and poor oppressed people now held in U.S. prisons and jails have not received fair and
impartial trials under a racist and fascist judicial system and should be free from incarceration. We believe in the ultimate
elimination of all wretched, inhuman penal institutions, because the masses of men and women imprisoned inside the United
States or by the U.S. military are the victims of oppressive conditions which are the real cause of their imprisonment. We
believe that when persons are brought to trial that they must be guaranteed, by the United States, juries of their peers,
attorneys of their choice and freedom from imprisonment while awaiting trials.

We want land, bread, housing, education, clothing, justice, peace and people’s community control of modern
technology.

When in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which have
connected them with another, and to assume, among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the laws
of nature and nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the
causes which impel them to the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal; that they are endowed by their Creator with certain
unalienable rights; that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. That, to secure these rights, governments
are instituted among men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed; that, whenever any form of government
becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right of the people to alter or to abolish it, and to institute a new government,

laying its foundation on such principles, and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their
safety and happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that governments long established should not be changed for light and
transient causes; and, accordingly, all experience hath shown that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are
sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But, when a long train of abuses
and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same object, evinces a design to reduce them under absolute despotism, it is their
right, it is their duty, to throw off such government, and to provide new guards for their future security.
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Figure 127. Elmer and Aaron Dixon standing at the People’s Wall, date unknown (Instagram
@SeattleSpectator, March 9, 2026, Photo courtesy Aaron and Elmer Dixon)



https://www.instagram.com/p/DVpRshLlC3Y/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://www.instagram.com/p/DVpRshLlC3Y/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
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