
 

SOUTH PARK NEIGHBORHOOD CENTER: 
PRESERVING OUR LEGACY – 
PRESENTATION PACKAGE 

Project Summary Narrative 

Rehabilitate the South Park Neighborhood Center, maintaining its historic character and role to serve 
community well-being, while reducing our carbon footprint. 

Project Narrative  

For over 100 years, the South Park Neighborhood Center (Seattle Fire Station 26) has served as a 
neighborhood and cultural anchor for Duwamish Valley communities. Seattle designated it a 
Landmark (Ordinance 127083) in 2024. Our goal is to stabilize and rehabilitate the South Park 
Neighborhood Center, reducing operating costs and improving usability and comfort, and ensuring 
this landmark can continue its mission to serve Duwamish Valley communities.  

We hope that this Presentation Package grants us the certificate of approval and supports the 
SPNC's tenants’ objective to deliver services to BIPOC, immigrant, low-income, youth, and senior 
communities.  It enables windows replacement that will: maintain historic building character; reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions; reduce operating costs for the community serving nonprofits; enable the 
building to provide a refuge for vulnerable communities during heat and smoke events; and increase 
comfort for clients and staff. 

The certificate meets the Secretary’s Standards for rehabilitation in the following ways.  

• Historic Use. The rehabilitation will continue the building’s historic use of supporting the 
health and safety of South Park communities.   

• Historic Character. The window replacement, will maintain the historic building's character 
while reducing greenhouse gas emissions, lowering operating costs, and enhancing comfort 
during heat and smoke events. The windows will meet City approvals.  

• Historic Significance. The building has protected and supported South Park communities for 
over 100 years. The proposed work will retain the building’s form, which reflects its historic 
origins as a fire station, and enable it to continue supporting community well-being.   

• Distinctive Materials, Features, Finishes, and Construction.  The project will replace 
deteriorated windows with aluminum-clad wood, double-hung, divided light, insulating 
windows that have the same look as originals. Villa’s consultants contacted window 
contractors, who determined it is not possible to add insulating glass to the existing windows. 



This would greatly compromise the efforts to reduce greenhouse emissions for heating and 
cooling and protect from increased heat and smoke events during the summer months, which 
impacts seniors and others served by the building tenants.  

• Preserve Building Character. The replacement of deteriorated windows, with aluminum-clad 
wood, double-hung, divided light, insulating windows will have the same character as the 
originals and meet City of Seattle approvals.  
 

Public Benefit 

Villa Comunitaria and partners provide programs and services in the Center, and it’s used by many 
community groups and the City of Seattle for meetings and events that attract diverse families, 
including: Latine, Khmer, Vietnamese, indigenous from North and South America, and African 
American. The building hosts the Chinese New Year, Posada’s celebration, Small Businesses Fair 
that connects art and craft, and Theater and Circles of conversations.  

The Certificate will ensure this landmark can continue its historic mission to serve Duwamish Valley 
communities, by stabilizing the building, reducing operating costs and improving usability and 
comfort and ensuring safety for community nonprofits and their clients. They provide benefits 
including:    

• Villa Comunitaria evolved since 2005 to provide programs designed by its participants. Many 
former participants and volunteers are now active leaders. The culmination of this work is due 
to a cadre of Promotoras Comunitarias that have put their work into action. Leadership 
development in the Latinx population started in 2013 and it’s successful because people that 
serve the community are part of the community. Villa Comunitaria empowers families in ways 
that are culturally relevant. Programs helping Latine immigrants navigate the complexities of 
immigration, housing, health, education, and the legal system so they can thrive.   

• South Park Senior Center serves those over 55 as they explore healthy, active lives.  
Programming includes dinners, fitness classes, Karaoke, dancing, Bingo, book clubs, and field 
trips.  SPSC also provides social services (in Spanish, Khmer, and Vietnamese), assisting with 
housing, food resources, government benefits, medical support, transportation, and 
translation/interpretation.    

• Providence-Regina House operates a food and clothing bank and provides referral 
information. They provide free flu shots, health and nutrition information, seeds and plant 
starts, food stamp education, and blood pressure screenings. Regina House also sponsors 
seasonal holiday programs.   

• Duwamish Valley Youth Corps is a youth engagement program focusing on environmental 
justice and job skills. Most of the Valley’s youth are children of color, most are members of 
low-income households, and many are immigrants and/or non-native English speakers.  DVYC 
believes that providing thoughtful, curriculum-based, and hands-on activities will give youth 
the arena they need to grow and achieve.  

• Seattle Neighborhood Group is a crime prevention and community building nonprofit since 
1989. They educate, organize, and collaborate with residents, businesses, government and 



organizations to create safe communities through equitable engagement, with a focus on 
underserved populations.    

• Amigos De Seattle Radio is a nonprofit whose mission is to help the community with 
information on education, folklore, art, health, the environment, and communication.  

• Danza Azteca is an organization that hosts presentations, historical workshops, artistic 
projects, and community engagement events. They host the Yankuik Xihuitl New Year 
ceremony in March with the belief that we have the power to change ourselves and come 
together collectively to empower our community for self-determination through their rich 
history and traditions.  

• Puget Sound Clean Air Agency has operated since 2002 a particulate matter, middle-scale, air 
monitoring site. Installation, operation, maintenance, repair, removal, or replacement relating 
to the monitoring site was also facilitated by the Agency. 
 

Comparison – Restoration vs. Replacement 



Total – Cherry Creek: $33,181.96 

 

Cherry Creek was pursued at the city’s recommendation. Cherry Creek is a well-established vendor 
and has played a key part in the Leona Condominium’s renovation project. The owners of the condos 
have been presented with a stewardship award by the Queen Anne Historical Society. This played a 
significant role in our decision-making process. This approach will also set the groundwork for 
ensuring that the SPNC eventually transforms into a resilience hub for vulnerable communities in 
times of environmental distress. As past years have demonstrated, residents of South Park and 
South Seattle are particularly susceptible to Duwamish River floods, summer heat, and summer 
wildfires. 

 



Total – Window King: $17,645.51 

 

Villa Comunitaria, as the managing lease tenant, weighed out the options between restoration of the 
windows and replacement. A proposal from Window King detailed the option to restore the 13 
windows at the SPNC; however, Window King did not have the means to restore the windows at a 
level necessary to meet the needs of the community. One prominent concern was Window King’s 
inability to provide double-pane windows that reduce the building's environmental impact. The 
second concern was Window King's inability to perform asbestos abatement on existing putty. 

 

 



South Park Neighborhood Center – Villa Comunitaria 
Former Fire Station #26 
8201 10th Avenue S 

 

1921 photo – East and North sides 

 

 

Contemporary photo – East and North sides 



 

Contemporary photo – East side with main entry 

 

 

Contemporary photo – East side – historic dormer window 

  



 

Contemporary photo –North side with historic dormer windows 

 

 

Contemporary photo –North and West sides 

  



               

Existing - exterior window (left) and former exterior/now interior window (right) 

 

  



 

 

Proposed replacement of 13 double-hung windows on the main floor (green tags) 

4 original double-hung windows at building interior main floor to remain intact(red tags) 

All dormer windows at roof to remain intact 

 

 

  



 



Example of proposed window replacment unit 

 

 



Typical details for proposed replacement window – Aluminum-clad wood, double-hung 

window with full screen; existing wood frame and brick mould to remain intact

 

  



 

 

 

 

  



 

                         

Screen configuration examples – full height – ignore window colors shown 

 



Image of the Leona Condominiums (Seattle Landmark) with original white windows 

 

Image of the  Leona Condominiums with replaced black windows (window replacement 

approved by the Landmarks Board in 2023): 

  



Image of the  Leona Condominiums with replaced black windows:

 

  



 

Image of the  Leona Condominiums with replaced black windows: 

 


