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PREFERRED DESIGN
CONCEPT PRESENTATION
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Nihonmachi Alley

Context

Green Space Context
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North Alley Entrance (from S Main St) South Alley Entrance (from S Jackson St)










What We Heard

HNIHONMACHI ALLEY




Early Themes

Nihonmachi Alley is a site of cultural
placekeeping and intergenerational legacy
keeping with casual interactions and formal
events.

The authenticity of the alleyway lies its in
historical design and character.
Nihonmachi Alley is a green connection
between the neighborhood’s open spaces.
Respondents would love to see the alley as a
regional cultural hub for the greater APA
community.
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Lunar New Year and Business Door to Door
Outreach - Feb 2024

e Public safety remains a top priority issue for
businesses

e Trash and cleanliness was a common concern.
Many were concerned about moving trash in front of
businesses with current infrequent trash pick-up.

e Planting should be easy to maintain and keep
sanitation in mind (such as the hanging option)

e Lighting is a critical component to provide a
sense of cleanliness and safety in the alley (no
consensus for the type of lighting)

e There is interest for the paving to be level for
accessibility (no consensus for the type of paving)
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S Main Street

East side of alley
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S Main Street

S —

PANAMA HOTEL

“Tatami” brick stepping stones
crafted from reclaimed brick

Concrete drive aisle

Stone Plinth
Gateway
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CONCRETE PAVING GATEWAYS “TATAMI” BRICK INLAYS
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GATEWAYS LIGHTS

' GLOWING GATEWAY
POST LIGHTS




Summary of City of Seattle Feedback

What We Heard: City Agencies Engaged:

e This preferred alternative works best
for solid waste and on-going
maintenance.

e Design should include horizontal and
vertical clearance.

e Alley needs robust materials.

e Concerns around how the gates will
be anchored to the ground.

e Early design review with SFD is
needed to think about fire trucks.

e On-going community engagement
with CIDBIA and businesses.

Department of Transportation
Department of Neighborhoods
Seattle Public Utilities

Seattle Fire Department



Project Schedule - Current Contract

Dec Feb Spring
2023 2023 2024 2024 2024
-._Q_‘-Q‘-Q_‘_Q-ib

Community Japantown Community Community Lunar New Year ISRD Meeting

il
Hait Japantown Meeting Jingle Meeting Meeting Festival (2/3) Meeting



Project Schedule - Projected Future

Dec 02 Feb VA 2025? 2026? 2027?
2023 2024 1 . . {
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o ConmUY  Japntown Communty Commy Lunrew Yosr 5RO Mg SECURE FUNDING ~ DESIGN + PERMITTING  CONSTRUCTION



THANK YOU AND WE LOOK FORWARD
TO ISRD’S FEEDBACK
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GATEWAYS TO THE PAST

Inspired by the gateways both of the CID and gateways’ echoes
with the spiritual animism of Shinto, this optfion proposes to create
a series of gateways that connect through the CID as part of a
cultural progression through the neighborhood.

The wood gateways are crafted from two species: Western red
cedar, representingNorth Americaand payinghomagetoNative
American stewards of this land, and Japanese yellow cedar, in
a callback to Japan. Where vertical posts turns to horizontal
beams, these wood species are joined through complex, hand
crafted joinery.

Between the gateways, interpretive vitrines tell the stories of
Japantown through text, objects, lighting and sound. Where
vitrines are infeasible, vines grow up over the alley, slowly
creating a continous corridor of greenery.

Inthis option, the “Clean Alleys” program confinues asitoperates
today, with the alley serving as the location for waste pickup.
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PRECEDENTS

ADD A DOT TO SHARE WHAT'S RESONATING FOR YOU FOR THE VISION FOR NIHONMACHI ALLEY'S FUTURE. WHAT DO YOU LIKE ABOUT THESE?
” L]

HARDSCAPE

SION FOR NIHONMACHI ALLE gse

YOUR OPINION!

MULTIGENERATIONAL
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QUEET/
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MARIIN EXISTING

APLACEOF
MEMORY.

PRACTICAL /
FUNCTIONAL

BUILD NEW
CHARACTER

A PLACE TO FORM
NEW MEMORIES

NIHONMACHI ALY

Py sciopa



n
(),
=
()
i
-
S
-d
.
O
L




S (9]
-
+ o
w N

8]
W )
- ()

|
O]
-—d
o)
S
-—




