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The Food Hall
at Uwajimaya Village



Uwajimaya Village continues to be 
an important destination and icon 
for the neighborhood that brings 
tremendous history of family and 
culture to the thousands who visit 
it each day.

The Story Goes On



Uwajimaya undertook a much -
needed remodel of its interior as 
well as the market side entrance ς 
elevating the experience and 
modernizing the aesthetic. This has 
been met with incredible support 
and success from the community.

A Fresh Look for a 
Community Favorite

From this:

To this:



Within Uwajimaya Village are a 
handful of beloved merchants ς each 
small businesses who have honed their 
craft, many in food that represents 
cuisine from around the globe. The 
Food Hall element of Uwajimaya is the 
next chapter of enhancement for the 
public benefit ς and that enhancement 
starts at the front door. 

Celebrating 
Small Businesses 
& Global Flavors
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Uwajimaya  Village plans to invest  in 
its  Food Hall front  door, providing  an 
art -driven visual  enhancement  to 
the neighborhood  at the 5th and 
Weller entrance .

Observed by many as the back door 
entrance to Uwajimaya, this entry is 
ŀ Ǿƛǘŀƭ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ CƻƻŘ Iŀƭƭ ƳŜǊŎƘŀƴǘǎΩ 
success. It also happens to face an 
important intersection of the 
neighborhood.

Framing A Landmark 
Entrance



The Proposal
Artist Stevie Shao   stevieshao.com



The Proposal
Our vision

Creative  Goal

Bring  vibrancy  and artistic  appeal  to  the  corner  
that  would  complement  the surrounding  
neighborhood  streetscape  and act  as a portal  to  
the  Food Hall  entrance . Shao is proposing  a 
connection  of  cultural  iconography,  bold  colors  
and yummy  bites .



The Proposal
Our vision
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Tenant directory here



The Proposal
Enhancing the pedestrian experience

Creative  Goal

We intend  to  pull  the  corner  ƳǳǊŀƭΩǎ design  
language  through  to  window  graphics  that  
enhance  the  aesthetics  of  the  Uwajimaya  Village  
streetscape . This will  provide  more  tasteful  
visual  walk  for  pedestrians  down  both  5th  and 
Weller  over the  current  view  of  άōŀŎƪ of  ƘƻǳǎŜέ 
spaces. Designs will  celebrate  the ƳŜǊŎƘŀƴǘǎΩ 
craft  using  {ƘŀƻΩǎ creativity  as the  inspiration .

Current Situation



Welcoming  Transit  Customers

Residents,  office  workers,  neighborhood  visitors,  
sports  fans,  concertgoers  and all  who step  off  
Link  Light  Rail, Metro  and ST Express will  be 
welcomed  to  the  International  District  with  a 
colorful,  culturally  inspired  art  story . Neighbors  
will  benefit  from  a more  energized  corner .

The Proposal
Interacting with our neighborhood



No additional lighting needed 
for nighttime impact

Impact  Without  More  Lights

This location  benefits  from  multifamily  residents  
and office  tenants  surrounding  it . While  this  art  
will  enhance  the energy  and strengthen  visibility  
to  the  entrance  to  the Uwajimaya  Food Hall,  it  
will  do so without  adding  additional  lighting  or 
structure .

Colors selected brighten the corner and 
corridors, especially October through March

The Proposal
Minimizing neighbor impact



The Proposal
Specifications + Maintenance

Integrity  for  the  Future

This approach  was designed  to  sustain  wet  
winters  and (hopefully)  sunny,  UV- impacting  
summers . We plan  to  invest  in finishing  touches  
to  offer  durability  and have set up agreements  
for  maintenance  and touch  ups.

Specifications

Mural Art
5ƛƳŜƴǎƛƻƴǎΥ ϤннΩƘ Ȅ мфΩǿ
Paint Type: Primarily exterior latex
Anti -Graffiti Coating: Yes

Window Art
Window Length: 723Ω 
Window Coverage: <50%, exterior installation*
Vinyl Type: Low Tac White Translucent with 
Anti -Graffiti Laminate

Maintenance Plan

Goal is to maximize the life expectancy 
of the art, anticipated for 10 years.
Å Annual artist touch up
Å Maintenance agreement for 

significant damage
Å Additional paint supply on hand
Å Allowance for full removal in case of 

catastrophic damage



The Proposal
Dimensions

Integrity  for  the  Future

This approach  was designed  to  sustain  wet  
winters  and (hopefully)  sunny,  UV- impacting  
summers . We plan  to  invest  in finishing  touches  
to  offer  durability  and have set up agreements  
for  maintenance  and touch  ups.

Ϥ ннΩ Ƙ Ȅ мфΩ ǿ
(duplicated on the west side)



The Proposal
Dimensions & Exterior Mapping

Integrity  for  the  Future

This approach  was designed  to  sustain  wet  
winters  and (hopefully)  sunny,  UV- impacting  
summers . We plan  to  invest  in finishing  touches  
to  offer  durability  and have set up agreements  
for  maintenance  and touch  ups.
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Exterior dimension on 
the N/E/W sides of the 
building.  ~ 491 ft.



Corrections Addendum
Based on ISRD Feedback dated 05/23/2025



Window  Sizing  and Coverage

The design  of the pedestrian  sidewalks  outside  
the  food  hall  has been carefully  curated  to  reflect  
our  culture  and offerings  while  maintaining  a 
cohesive,  uniform  aesthetic .

The Proposal
Window coverage

Dimensions and Coverage

In planning this design, we are interpreting the full window 
ŀǊŜŀ ǎƘƻǿƴ ŀǘ ƭŜŦǘ ŀǎ ǘǿƻ άǿƛƴŘƻǿǎέΥ

όмύ ǘƘŜ улΦрέƘ Ȅ фнΦрέǿ ǿƛƴŘƻǿ ŀǘ ŦŀǊ ƭŜŦǘ
όнύ ǘƘŜ млфέƘ Ȅ орέǿ ŘƻƻǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƛŘƻǿ ŀōƻǾŜ

The design that follows proposes 50% or less coverage of 
the total window area, per established guidelines.



Window  Sizing  and Coverage

The design  of the pedestrian  sidewalks  outside  
the  food  hall  has been carefully  curated  to  reflect  
our  culture  and offerings  while  maintaining  a 
cohesive,  uniform  aesthetic .

The Proposal
Window coverage

Placement and Transparency

Our preference is to install the graphics on the 
exterior of the glass rather than the interior, as the 
50% transparency requirement combined with 
interior placement reduces visibility and creates 
added glare. The exterior placement allows for a more 
cohesive and dynamic streetscape.

100% 50% 75% 0%

Translucent Vinyl 
example



Full Design

S

West  Face, SW Corner

Design showing  less than  50% total  coverage  of  
the  window  areas and featuring  art  that  marries  
the  mural  art  style  with  cuisine  offered  by the  
merchant  occupying  space behind  the  windows .

The Proposal



The Proposal
Full Design

West  Face, SW Corner

Design showing  less than  50% total  coverage  of  
the  window  areas and featuring  art  that  marries  
the  mural  art  style  with  cuisine  offered  by the  
merchant  occupying  space behind  the  windows .
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The Proposal
Full Design

West  Face, Mid  Block

Design showing  less than  50% total  coverage  of  
the  window  areas and featuring  art  that  marries  
the  mural  art  style  with  cuisine  offered  by the  
merchant  occupying  space behind  the  windows .

W



The Proposal
Full Design

West  Face, NW Corner

Design showing  less than  50% total  coverage  of  
the  window  areas and featuring  art  that  marries  
the  mural  art  style  with  cuisine  offered  by the  
merchant  occupying  space behind  the  windows .

NW



The Proposal
Full Design

North  Face, NW Corner

Design showing  less than  50% total  coverage  of  
the  window  areas and featuring  art  that  marries  
the  mural  art  style  with  cuisine  offered  by the  
merchant  occupying  space behind  the  windows .
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The Proposal
Full Design

North  Face, Mid  Block

Design showing  less than  50% total  coverage  of  
the  window  areas and featuring  art  that  marries  
the  mural  art  style  with  cuisine  offered  by the  
merchant  occupying  space behind  the  windows .
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