Mural Design Concept: Dragon with
Multiple Asian Cultures

An Artistic Fusion Celebrating the Dragon Across Asia

Introduction

The dragon is a powerful and enduring symbol found throughout various Asian cultures. It
signifies strength, wisdom, protection, and prosperity, yet each culture represents the
dragon in unique visual and symbolic ways. This mural design aims to celebrate the
diversity and unity of Asian cultures by depicting a dragon that incorporates elements from
several Asian traditions, creating a vibrant and harmonious work of art.

Concept Overview

The mural will feature a majestic, flowing dragon as the central figure, with its form
seamlessly blending motifs and characteristics from Chinese, Japanese, Korean,
Vietnamese, and Southeast Asian artistic traditions. The background and surrounding
elements will further evoke a sense of unity, peace, and cultural respect.

Dragon Design Elements by Culture

e Chinese Influence: The head of the dragon will feature the classic Chinese dragon
look—long whiskers, a beard, antler-like horns, and a benevolent facial expression.
Scales will shimmer with gold and red, symbolizing luck and prosperity.

e Japanese Influence: The body will include patterns inspired by Japanese tattoo art
(“irezumi”), such as stylized water waves and cherry blossoms. The dragon’s claws
can be depicted with three toes, a nod to Japanese dragons, and the presence of
clouds and mist will add a mystical atmosphere.

e Korean Influence: The tail and spines will be adorned with cloud and flame motifs
often seen in Korean art. The color palette will include blue and green shades,
symbolizing protection and guardianship, echoing the imagery of the Korean “Yong.

e Vietnamese Influence: The dragon’s body could feature undulating, serpentine
curves and a pearl held in one claw or under its chin, a symbol of knowledge and
enlightenmentin Vietnamese folklore. The dragon’s face can have a wide, gentle
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smile, and colorful lotus flowers can bloom nearby.
e Southeast Asian Influence: Decorative elements inspired by Thai, Balinese, or
Cambodian “Naga” (serpent dragons) can be intertwined along the dragon’s body.



Ornate gold patterns, swirling lines, and jewel-like accents will bring a sense of
luxury and spiritual significance.

Background and Surrounding Imagery

e |andscapes: Stylized mountains, rivers, and pagodas from different regions can
serve as the mural’s backdrop, enhancing the sense of place and cultural richness.

e Flora and Fauna: Bamboo, cherry blossom trees, lotus flowers, and peonies can be
interwoven throughout the design. Native birds, koi fish, and cranes may
accompany the dragon, symbolizing harmony and prosperity.

e Cultural Motifs: Incorporate traditional patterns, such as Chinese clouds, Japanese
Seigaiha waves, Korean dancheong (decorative coloring), and Southeast Asian
temple carvings, to frame and accentuate the dragon.

Color Scheme and Style

Use a harmonious yet vibrant palette that integrates reds, golds, blues, greens, and
purples. These colors are significant in various Asian cultures and will create a visually
striking mural. The style should be dynamic, with flowing lines and layered patterns,
combining traditional art with contemporary mural techniques for a modern yet timeless
effect.

Placement and Scale Considerations

The mural will be placed on a large, highly visible wall. The dragon’s form can wind across
the surface to utilize the wall’s full width, creating movement and drawing the eye across
the entire artwork. Areas of detailed patterns will invite viewers to step closer and
appreciate the cultural intricacies woven into the design.

Scope of Work

e Concept Development: Design a mural that integrates stylized landscapes, native
flora and fauna, and traditional Asian motifs such as clouds, waves, and temple
carvings, reflecting multicultural unity and the dragon’s significance across cultures.

e Color and Style: Employ a vibrant palette of culturally meaningful reds, golds, blues,
greens, and purples, combining traditional aesthetics with contemporary mural
techniques to achieve a dynamic and timeless visual effect.

e Site Preparation and Placement: Identify and prepare a large, highly visible wall in a
community center, library, or public plaza, optimizing the mural’s scale to utilize the
full width of the space and maximize public engagement.



e Execution: Paint the mural with attention to flowing lines, layered patterns, and
intricate details that invite viewers to observe cultural richness up close, ensuring
the dragon’s form creates movement and visual interest across the surface.

e Community Engagement: Collaborate with local residents and stakeholders,
drawing on community voices and stories—especially from underrepresented
groups—to inform the design and foster a sense of ownership and inclusion.

e Documentation and Interpretation: Provide materials or opportunities for viewers to
learn about the mural’s symbolism, encouraging dialogue, reflection, and ongoing
interaction with the art.

Conclusion

This mural design concept embodies the dragon’s universal significance in Asia while
honoring the unique characteristics each culture brings to this powerful symbol. Through
careful integration of visual elements, the mural becomes not just a work of art, but a
celebration of multicultural unity, respect, and shared heritage.



Lawrence Pitre

206.947.4134
14246 28" Ave S. Seatac, WA 98168
Ipitrell 3@gmail.com / artist website: Icpitre.com

Mural Project Statement

Throughout my career as a local artist my work has been a narrative that fuses the aspirations,
character, and dreams of a community into a visual tapestry. My approach and intention behind this
mural project are grounded in a deep commitment to storytelling, inclusivity, and the
transformative power of art in public spaces.

The purpose of having this opportunity is to embody the collective spirit and identity of the space it
inhabits. My intention is to create a mural that is engaging and resonant for all who may encounter
it, whether they are longtime residents, newcomers, or people just passing by. For me this mural
will serve as a celebration of local heritage, challenges and triumphs, with a vision for the future.

Atits core, | seek to inspire curiosity and dialogue. It will act as a visual focal point that encourages
viewers to pause, reflect, and connect with the mural, with each other and the larger narrative of
the community. | firmly believe that this muralis not viewed as a static decoration, but as a living
artwork that evolves through interpretation and interaction.

Based on my past work and experience this approach and intention can be found on the Bob
Stantos Building on 9™ & Jackson, the Tapestry Building on 12" & Yesler, Africatown on 23" &
Spruce, Jackson Building on 23 & Jackson, Beersheva Park, Northwest Tap and 18" & Yesler Mural
Project. These samples were informed by the community voices, with special attention given to
underrepresented groups and stories that may not always find space in the mainstream narrative.

Lastly, this mural opportunity will aim to create a sense of pride and place, fostering a shared sense
of ownership among community members. It is my hope that the mural will become a site for
gathering, contemplation, and celebration.
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Portfolio of Past Work

Bob Santos Building, Title — The Golden Rule, Completed — July 2022

Africa Town Building, Title — Our Futuristic Story, Completed — April 2024
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