Understanding Washington State Protection Orders
This information explains different types of protection orders in Washington State and how they can help you.
Domestic Violence Protection Order (DVPO)
	Who can get a DVPO?
	Spouses, domestic partners, parents, family members, household members, guardians.

	What can a DVPO do?
	Prohibit contact, remove abuser, grant custody, order counseling, restrict weapons.

	How do you get a DVPO?
	File a petition describing domestic violence. Court may issue temporary and final orders.

	Cost
	No cost.

	Renewal
	File motion within 90 days before expiration. Can be renewed multiple times.

	Changes / Termination
	Either party may request modification or termination.

	Violation
	Mandatory arrest and possible criminal charges.


Sexual Assault Protection Order (SAPO)
	Who can get a SAPO?
	Victims age 15+, guardians, interested persons, or agencies.

	What can a SAPO do?
	Prohibit contact, exclude respondent, restrict weapons.

	How do you get a SAPO?
	File petition describing nonconsensual sexual conduct.

	Cost
	No cost.

	Renewal
	File motion within 90 days of expiration.

	Changes / Termination
	May be modified or terminated by court.

	Violation
	Mandatory arrest and criminal penalties.


Antiharassment Protection Order (AHPO)
	Who can get an AHPO?
	Persons age 15+, guardians, interested persons.

	What can an AHPO do?
	Prohibit contact, exclude respondent, restrict weapons.

	How do you get an AHPO?
	File petition alleging unlawful harassment.

	Cost
	Filing fees may apply, may be waived.

	Renewal
	Renewable within 90 days before expiration.

	Changes / Termination
	May be modified or terminated.

	Violation
	Criminal charges or contempt possible.


Stalking Protection Order (SPO)
	Who can get a SPO?
	Victims age 15+, guardians, interested persons.

	What can a SPO do?
	Prohibit contact, exclude respondent, restrict weapons.

	How do you get a SPO?
	File petition alleging stalking behavior.

	Cost
	No cost.

	Renewal
	Renewable within 90 days before expiration.

	Changes / Termination
	May be modified or terminated.

	Violation
	Mandatory arrest and penalties.


Extreme Risk Protection Order (ERPO)
	Who can get an ERPO?
	Family members, partners, law enforcement.

	What can an ERPO do?
	Order surrender of firearms, revoke licenses.

	How do you get an ERPO?
	File petition showing significant danger.

	Cost
	No cost.

	Renewal
	Renewable for one year if risk remains.

	Changes / Termination
	Respondent may seek termination.

	Violation
	Arrest and criminal charges possible.


Vulnerable Adult Protection Order (VAPO)
	Who can get a VAPO?
	Vulnerable adult, guardian, interested persons, DSHS.

	What can a VAPO do?
	Prohibit contact, require accounting of assets.

	How do you get a VAPO?
	File petition in superior court.

	Cost
	No cost.

	Renewal
	Renewable if abuse risk continues.

	Changes / Termination
	May be modified or terminated.

	Violation
	Mandatory arrest and penalties.


Foreign Protection Order (FPO)
	Who can file?
	Protected persons with valid foreign orders.

	Purpose
	Helps enforce out-of-state protection orders.

	How to file
	Submit certified copy to clerk.

	Cost
	No cost.

	Termination
	Ends upon original expiration.

	Violation
	Mandatory arrest possible.


Canadian DV Protection Order (CDVPO)
	Who can file?
	Protected persons, respondents, authorized parties.

	Purpose
	Recognizes Canadian protection orders.

	How to file
	Submit certified copy and affidavit.

	Cost
	No cost.

	Termination
	Ends upon original expiration.

	Violation
	Mandatory arrest and penalties.


Abused Child Restraining Order (ACRO)
	Who can file?
	Court, prosecutor, GAL, involved parties.

	What can it do?
	Restrict contact, protect child’s home.

	How to get
	Filed in juvenile department.

	Cost
	No cost.

	Changes / Termination
	Modified by court.

	Violation
	Criminal prosecution possible.


Family Law Restraining Order (FLRO)
	Who can get a FLRO?
	Divorce or parentage parties.

	What can it do?
	Restrict abuse, limit travel, restrict weapons.

	How to get
	File motion in family law case.

	Cost
	Approx. $200 plus surcharges (may be waived).

	Changes / Termination
	Court hearing required.

	Violation
	Mandatory arrest possible.


Harassment No-Contact Order (HNCO)
	Who can get an HNCO?
	Victims in criminal harassment cases.

	What can it do?
	Restrict contact and locations.

	How to get
	Requested through prosecutor or court.

	Cost
	No cost.

	Changes / Termination
	May be modified by court.

	Violation
	Mandatory arrest.


Domestic Violence No-Contact Order (DVNCO)
	Who can get a DVNCO?
	Victims in criminal DV cases.

	What can it do?
	Prohibit contact, restrict weapons.

	How to get
	Issued in criminal proceedings.

	Cost
	No cost.

	Changes / Termination
	May be modified by court.

	Violation
	Mandatory arrest and criminal charges.




Information courtesy of the Administrative Offices of the Courts; see Washington State Courts Washington Courts
Revised: 07/2025
