
Searching the 
City’s Historical 
Web



What we’ll 
cover

This course will walk through how to use 
two Seattle Municipal Archives search tools 
to find City web and social media content, 
even if it is no longer available on the 
internet.



Why preserve 
websites?

Websites are ephemeral and always changing. 
Capturing snapshots allows us to see what was 
published at various points in time.

City websites and social media document 
outreach and interactions with citizens.

Some information on websites may not have 
been shared anywhere else.



The Seattle Municipal Archives (SMA) has 
two search tools for the historical web:

Archive-It
for archived 

websites

ArchiveSocial 
for social 

media

Both are linked from the Digital Archives page on our website.

https://www.seattle.gov/cityarchives/search-collections/digital-archives


Archive-It

City of Seattle websites have been harvested 
quarterly since 2012 and are publicly 
available through Archive-It. 

From the City's main Archive-It page, you 
can search for specific departments, topics, 
people, programs, or other keywords. Search 
results will display all dates for which 
captures are available.

https://www.archive-it.org/collections/3241
https://www.archive-it.org/collections/3241
https://www.archive-it.org/collections/3241


Archive-It results are displayed in two tabs.



Sites vs. Search Page Text

Use Sites if you want to see 
what a City website looked like 

at particular points in time

Use Search Page Text if you’re 
looking for information found 
on a City website no matter 

where it appeared



In the SITES tab, you will see results listed with:

• Title

• URL

• The number of times and dates 
when the site was captured

• Any existing videos 

• Group, creator, notes (if 
applicable)



Example:



When you select a result, you’ll have the 
option to choose which capture date to see.  



Captured pages

After choosing the date,  you’ll see the page as it was on that date along with the 
Archive-It header letting you know this is an archival capture and not a live site.



To find specific text on archived 
websites, you can use the quick search 
box in SEARCH PAGE TEXT or use the 
advanced search to narrow by host, 
date, and other options.



In the SEARCH PAGE TEXT tab, you will see results 
listed with:

• Search term

• URL

• Capture date

• Text where search term was 
found

• Content size

• More results from that host



Example:



Page selected by date

Clicking on a result will take you directly to the captured page. 



Best place for archived social media

A select number of social media sites that 
were no longer available for capture as of 
2020 can be found in Archive-It. However, 
the best place to start a search for archived 
social media sites is on ArchiveSocial.



ArchiveSocial

ArchiveSocial captures official City 
social media accounts (Facebook, 
Twitter, Instagram, and others), as well 
as some older legacy accounts. 

All posts and comments back to the 
beginning of the account are 
searchable. 

http://seattle.gov.archivesocial.com/


ArchiveSocial has tabs for quick search and advanced search.  The 
advanced search allows you to narrow in several ways.

DATE RANGE CONTENT TYPE MATCHING 
SEARCH TERMS



Date Range

Choose from set 
date ranges or 
enter custom dates.



Content Type

Limit search by type 
of social media. The 
default is to search all 
types. Use ALL or 
CLEAR on the right to 
select everything or 
clear all selections.



Search Terms

• Match all (AND) or 
match any (OR)

• Search specific 
fields (Text, From, 
To, Account)

• Choose CONTAINS 
or DOES NOT 
CONTAIN



Filters

You can filter search results by:
• Account
• Type of social media
• Date

Give it a try – use the filter 
links on the left side of this 
page to narrow the search 
results.

https://seattle.gov.archivesocial.com/results?query.terms%5B0%5D.field=TEXT&query.terms%5B0%5D.text=juneteenth
https://seattle.gov.archivesocial.com/results?query.terms%5B0%5D.field=TEXT&query.terms%5B0%5D.text=juneteenth


Clicking on a result will show the record details.



For posts with threads in the archive, you can click on 
SHOW THREAD to view.



For posts with video or photos, you can see the media in a larger view.



Both Archive-It and ArchiveSocial are 
accessible from anywhere and can be 
useful tools for research and discovery of 
web content, even when it is no longer 
available on the internet.



We welcome questions!

Contact us at 
archives@seattle.gov          
if you need assistance 

using these tools or 
locating other records in 

the archives.

Check out our other        
e-learning courses to 

learn more about 
searching and accessing 

our records.

mailto:archives@seattle.gov
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