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menon as it had come to exist was the objective of the W.E.R.A.
Instructions were indeterminate;

the planning as well as execu-

td

of the cempalgn was to be left to the judgment and inquisi-

torial resources of the investigator. fThe suggestion of Joseph

Cohen, head of the Bureau of Kesearch and Statistics of the

W.E.R.A., and chief advisor of the investigator, that the lstter

acquire property in Hooverville and move into the community as
a bona fide resident was accepted as the initisl step of the
survey under the assumption that one who participates in the

e" domestic life

end is identified as "one of us" by the

r members of the community cen make more accurate observa-

tions and gain more verbal information then one who snoops and

quizzes a

an outsider. In sccordance with this tip, the writer

cepted §15.00 from state relief funds to cover the cost of a

hed dwelling, convinced an easily influenced Hooverite

thet in three five-dollar

bills there inhered valy

very favor-
sble in comparison

to those of home and fir

ide, closed the
deal, and moved in. To provide

ofessional companionship for

nvestigator and assist with preliminary reconnoitering, a young
unmarried ex-relief recipient was employed; he was to share the
new domicile.

Two Webster definitions of

"house" as (1) "a structure in-

led or used for humen habitation" end (2) "anj

8
5

hing serving
an enimal other than man for shelter or habitation" unquestion-

ably apply to that into which the investigator moved; but due

to

the writer's emotional

las sgainst calling his Hooverville

sidence a house, the place will hereafter be referred to with
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such terms as shac

enty, hut, hovel, shelter, lean-to, or

ed--and will be mentioned as little as possible. The man who

got away with the $15.00 boasted that his creation was one of
the better homes of Hooverville. That statement the investiga-
tor will not dispute, nor will he take issue with such exagger-
ablons as "It's made entirely of boards; there's no tin in this
shack" or "The roof never lesks"; but he does point out that the
creator might also have boasted that his hand-fashioned boar

bunk elmost noticeably padded with burlap was slightly superior

dewslk for a night's repose, snd that one could quickly

smoke a winter's supply of fish by keeping a fire in the strict-

homemade stove.
In the smoke screen of his first evening "at home" the

vestigator conceived his task to include the following:

1. A description of Hooverville in its physico-

environmental aspects.

2. An snalysis of the population of the commnity.

3. 4 description of the social behavior of the inhab-
itants

What is Hooverville; who are the Hooverites; and what are they

doing here?--were three basic questions that loomed up as the

core of the problem.

By morning, another question just as fundsmental and vastly

more pressing than the first three had presented itself; namely,

how was the investigator to adjust himself organically to the

ysico-environmental aspects of the commnity v

ile he studied
them? Participation in the village life as a "native" meant

mingling with the Hooverites in their socisl sctivities, sitting
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in on their “palavers," end trying to view the world through

the

#e of glasses; but beneath these assimilative processes
and now evident as unescapsbly necessary to their maintenance,
ein elementary phy

were cer ical accommodations such as eating,

sleeping, breathing, etc. The issue had become a compound one

of (1

) obtaining information and (2) rem

g an integrated

sm capable of receiving and recording impressions. His

back to a slivery wall, the investigator was forced to make the
following sggressive adaptetions to insure survival in a hostile

environment :

1. dcquiring a second-hend mattress and more blankets.

calling the assistent, who snored vigorously

from 11 P.M. to 8 A.M.

. Placing a curse upon tt
the flooring at night.

rat that gnawed under

. Getting en occasional night's rest in an uptown
hotel.

5. Eating at least one meal a day in a restaurant.

6. Preparing food at home which required no cooking-
hence no fire end no smoke.

7. Wearing caulked shoes on trips to the local
lavatories, located at the end of treecherous
walks" over the waters of the bay.

The other part of the comp t of obtaining

und problem, thi

he desired information about Hooverville and the Hooverites

placed an even greater tax upon the i

westigator's ingenuity.




CHAPIER II

PHOCEDURE AND DIFFICULTIES ENCOUNTERED

ture on Hoover

ere existed no

s population,

culture or quantitetive data on the community

ator was loathe to accept as valid for

and ce the

ports, gossi

distributed by the city officisls, welfare

Hvervil

workers, casual visitors, or University of Washington student

ering of facts naturally focused upon two

existed

ion of

and (2) second-hand acquaintance with events

unication with the inhabitsnts.

e community

pulation

views with the dents; and the
insti itudinal patterns involved botk

acceptance of verbal behavior as

hysicel

Aside from

proble: ed in the construction
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a map, scription of the physico-environmental aspects of the
commnity offered no particular difficulties. Non-residents
visit rville everyday, and one may stroll sbout in old
clothes without arousing or even curiosity. A& com-

x ark concerning the structural or sesthetic quali-
ties of a shanty to 1ts owner, an expressed interest in purchas-

in the community, or a friendly greeting end will-

to follow it up with en equally friendly chat are almost

to the

teriors of the dwellings.

of precise

ive hundred

1s for humen try

rat maze. In

lebyrinth the inves-

s, pecing off lengths

and achieved aft

ather

sccurate map. Withou

t the sid of

several buildings that loom

1e southern border of the

even more difficult. The east

these structures served to gauge points that

wing, certain engineering difficulties

to a subjective factor, the investigator's

ere due

21 instability; the mood of t

moment affected the

of puce and cau

ed discrepancies to appesr that had to

The weather

oved to be the most aggravating

d this em

onal fluctuation; on br

ht, sunny
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be brisk and long of

5 on aull,

gloomy,

investi,

ator just plodded along. Sar-

essness also brought miscaleul

d out with great loss of time; one the inves-

ventured forth w

boots; that shorter

evident later on

ing was more

roblem, This

involved

neil and paper work

hat could not be con-

d, and the curiosity end sus

dents had

e work.

tune moment for the

nsisting that those

should number their shenties to

iestioning. In re-

to this receivers numbered their hou

There were many duplicates,

d nurbers were

epplied in consecutive order

hree num-

ber 8's lay in close proximity; "7" end "1500" m

11 be

nts of the relief agents as to the difficul-

idents were relayed to

tor by the

"mayor" of Hoovervil with whom he had "struck up" en acquaint-
nce. His honor was prome tor
had obt C.W.4. job

community

kers. To a sugges

ion that he

would be applied

ge, the mayor responded wi

alac-




nuibex

ng

community into twelve di

mep, the investigator wes

of

Hooverville as to the

, pur the undertaking. Curiosities
both idle a 1la
variabl cited expressions of o That Hooverville

, not merely for the

ite evident to the inhabi

ht W to look them up

to registering for voting

ight some daj

ed direct-

emotionalized climax of the investiga-

verville

a "jungle" but a

a1l area

t to

hon

of other districts stifled all rebut-
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establish logicel connection between the numbers and

e map, it was clearly pointed out thet the

authorities to ensble them to spot re

the investiga-

was to result in definite benefits

to them-

ocial contacts made during the ma

drawing tended

to develop a rapport that facilitated the subsequent gathering

of population data by "census." The new numbering system, at

id sctually

rove to be of definite benefit. Two cases

gator's attention where

ater brought to the inve

ver-

the other new

in residence, and both

ir way home, revesled their addresses to

residents who knew and were sble to make their wa;

bout, and were duly escorted to their respective shacks.

Populsation Analysis

ing of the survey it had been the plan

of the

ther personal data from the residents by en-

in chence conversations. It had been his intention,

upon mo

ing into the commmnity as a bone fide Hooverit

5. 0
strike up acquaintenceshipswith his neighborssnd to talk even-

tually

son, so directing or leading conver-

sations that ired facts would be brought to 1

t. For

several weeks procedure

followed. The inv

stigator

would stroll casually about the community

\gaging in conversa-

around outside
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their shacks, remain with the victims until the desired informa-

tion

obteined or until the other party ended the interview,
and then scurry home to record the facts before they were lost

to memory.

This chance conversation method celled for a combination
of aggressiveness and seeming indifference on the part of the
investigator. Since many of the residents were not talkative
of their own accord or tended to enjoy harping on limited

interest or prejudice, the writer hed to take the

init and be doggedly persistent in attempts to guide the
discussion into information-yielding chennels; yet he dared not

appear "nosey." Direct questioning always brought suspicion

and negativism; the Hooverites had to be encouraged to reveal

themselves without feeling that they were being "pumped." Even

by employing all the friendliness end tact at his disposal,

the investigator found some of the men taciturn and unwilling

to "open up." Others were suspicious at the start, and could not
be successfully approached. In one instance the writer was
openly accused of being a stool pigeon before a group of Hoover-

ites gath

at one shack to drink "dehorn," he was rescued

from this embarrassing

uation by one of the guests who

cleared the atmosphere with "Oh, Red is sll I've known
him a long time. We worked together at cemp ----!" The writer
was also teken for a welfare worker, & college boy gathering

material for one of

nis classes,and a magazir

writer; but in

each of t

se cases of mistaken identity was able to emit

forced leughs and glib explanations that seemingly convinced
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the dubious that he was "OK" after all.

In the "chance" conversations, the investigator found it
profitable to be in sympathy with the moods end biases of his
victims. If they were grouchy, he let drop such remsrks as

"I know just how you feel, and I don't blame you a d--- bit."

were in a gay mood, he joshed snd guffawed with -them.

Great care had to be taken to curb his own sense of humour,

however, for his brend of wit was not sppreciated. One "con-
versation" ended abruptly when a resident misinterpreted a

statement and called the investigator a "young smark alec."

One difficulty, slmost as exasperating as dealing with the

taciturn eand

uspicious, lay in the garrulity of some of the
Hooverites., In several cases the investigator could hardly get

a word in edgewise while the inter

wees ren ewsy with the
conversation into non-information-yielding courses. On a few

occasi

the writer experienced difficulty in breaking away
from a talkative resident after he had either obtained the

desired data or decided that the situa

on was hopeless. Since

the invesiigator was expected to finish his survey in a reason-

sble pe

d of time, he felt that he could 111 afford to put

in an entire morning

ith one resident.
Another problem, undoubtedly one of the most exasperating,

seemed to inhere in the personal appea

nce of t

vestigator,

elthough the attitudes and habits prevelent in the social milien

were factors of equal importance. On several occasions the

T was sounded out" on the subject of sodomy by sex-hungry

interviewses, and in three instences was directly "proposition-
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ed" by individuals of misdirected passion who offered him money,

nd the investi-

\d a happy home life, respectively.

oreanges,

ator sensed at many other times from the love light in their

eyes that he was desired as a foil for homosexual ardor, al-

though no overt passes were made. The three open "propositions"

Were met with firm, but unwrathful refusal; the writer felt it
wise to keep in rapport with all his sources of information.

It became incressingly evident after severel weeks of
Measual" conversations with the "natives," that this method
would never achieve the success in population analysis that the
investigator sought. Its weaknesses were obvious the first few

days of the survey; that it was so long continued may be laid

to writer's inexperience. A shift in methodology finally

came sbout with the occurrence of a crisis that definitely

indicated the futility of "carrying on." One morning a member

of the local vigilance committee insinuated that the investiga-
tor's interest in his fellow Hooverites was sexual, with the
declaration expressed in threatening tones that "we're going
to run all the punks out of here!" 4s he spoke, his narrowed
eyes were focused squarely upon the writer. The latter hed
been seen, of course, at meny shacks talking to the residents,
and it had been observed that he occasionally ventured inside
with the owners for varying lengths of time. Naturally he was

suspected of commercializing Hooverville homosexuality. Either

gossip had reached the committeemsn's ears, or he had made

observations and deductions of his own--or both. Undoubtedly

the investigator wes beginni

to acquire, from his point of
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view, an undesirable status. A few "interviews" here snd there
would not have excited suspicion, but to be seen everyday con-
versing with different men would naturslly lead the sophisti-
cated to one conclusion.

The "conversation" method would not have yielded an ade-
quate population snalysis even if the investigator had been
sble to continue it, For one thing, it was far too slow for
the amount of time that the W.E.K.A. would have allowed for
the survey. Half a dozen new case histories was a hard day's
vwork with casual undercover techniques; often the data gather-
ed on one individual would be incomplete, and follow-up chats
would have to be engineered. Then, too, information might
never be obtained from the taciturn or suspicious.

Although the conversation method was a fallure ss fer as
population analysis was concerned, it was not without value
nor a total waste of time. It better lent itself to the gein-
ing of insights into the social 1life of the community and inti-
mate glimpses into the lives of the residents then did the
speedier and surer but also more superficisl "census" method

subsequently adopted, In friendly chats with a supposed

"fellow", life history narrative was freely volunteered, while

responses to direct questioning and schedule f£illing were

affected by a variety of inhibitions. Even those who had con-
fidence in the investigator, and fact had "told him all" in
fireside tdte A tdte became "leary" when confronted with "offi-
cial'documents, and hesitated on such simple items ss age and

marital status.
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‘census" method of acquiring population data was adopt-
g P

ed soon after

ebandonment of the “conversation" method and

immediately af

er the completion of the commnity map. Stocked

cards upon which was mimeographed a short schedule

e word "census" in bold type, the investigator set

n from every householder certain personal data. The

s used to explain the "census" that was employed to

allay sus

clon in the map underteking; namely, that the investi-

A. job of short duration. In answer
to a batter of questions even more grueling then the map-maling

were told that the W.E.k.A. vanted a census of

dvellers in the state, and tl

t in consideration

of his Hooverville map, the investigator was given
& job taking census in that area.

h it did not lead itself to the gaining of intimate

bersonal lives of the Hooverites, the census
proach was successful in the obtaining of facts of a classi-
fictory

ure such as age, race, nationelity, etec. Without it

a population anal

is could not have been made. Armed with the

official-looking home-mede "census" cards the investigator was
eble to contact and question nesrly every man in Hooverville.
Although attitudes toward these cards were alr

ost universally

degrees and forced the writer to use his

"covered the

ground,"

On the census cards the nen

8ge, sex, race, country or

stete of birth, length of residence in the United States, Wash-
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ington, Seattle, end Hooverville, marital status, past occupa-
tion, length of unemployment, and present means of "getting by"

of each on thus "officially" questioned were recorded. The

residents were also asked if they owned the shanties in which

they dwelt; if they built them, bought them, or received them as

glfts; if they were on relief, snd if so, what kind of relief;

and if they were World War veterens. In the upper right hand

corner of the face of each card was written the shack number of
each interviewee; in case two or more Hooverites occupied the

seme dwelling, an sdditional number was inscribed in parentheses

efter the house number to represent the individusl inhebitant
E 2
(rosyrartt) nt@agan! ), v k271, ona x27¢?), mnus

every person was accounted for and nome recorded twice. Without

he epplication of a numbering system to the homes of Hoover-

ville,teking a "census" would have been very difficult; in the

confusing lek

rinth of shanties meny residents might have been

skipped,

4 others amnoyed a second or third time.

Th

great problem of the census lay in meeting the negative

ttitudes of the Hooverites. The latter were hostile to the idea

of giving rmation concerning themselves for seversl reasons.

In the first place, most of the men considered the census dis-

tinetly a muisence, objecting

aat they had already been grilled

relief agents or clerks at the employment registries, and

idea of going thr

ugh the ordesl again. "They

have my record at the employment registr

u cen find out
all sbout me at the relief headquarters" were common protesta-

tions. "I heve given my life and family istory back to the ark
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three times now, and never got a thing out of it" was a familier

complaint.

o Hooverites seemed to have unhappy recollections
concerning former long quizzes at the hends of government suthor-
ities, end expressed mild to severe irritation at the sight of

the census cerds. This

pe of resistance. in all but two cases

was successfully beaten down, the disgruntled natives yleldi.

3

to varying

s end kinds of pressure. "I don't blame you for
being sore; I know just how you feel," "this will take just a
minute of your time;: it isn't like those other guestionnaires,"
"If I didn't bother you with this, it would be somebody else be-
ceuse they went this done," or "If you are busy right now, I can
come sround later" were some of the more successful wedges

driven into these attitudinal barriers.

gativism toward the census arose from causes other than

the fact that it was a nuisance. Some of the men feared that the

information would be used by the police to trace them; a few

evidently had criminal pasts, while others feared the power of

long arm of

la

to return them to former unpleasant femily
situations. Several men of radicsl political and economic views

feared that

census was the first step toward deportation;
others were sfraid that the personel information would later be
used by a fascist regime to seek out and persecute those not in
active accord with its policies. Those who feared the census

for eriminal or political reasons were told that their nemes

ould

necessary if

y would give the rest of the informa-

tion; but even after this concession end a "word of honor" assur-

ance that the census was merely a quantitative measurement of the
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individusl personalities,

sopulation and not concerned w

ed ademant in their refussl to cooperate.

several men rema

"I think are all right, Hed; you really believe

you s but the men who sent you here haven't told you the

n," was the verbal re-

his informat:

true reason for wanting
action of several of the more "cagey" to the investigator's

avowals.

One rumor that circulated throughout Hooverville at-the

census was taken was that the shanties were to

£all under the lash of government taxes. Negativism brought

s rumor wss combatted by "lsughing it

on or eugmented by

off" and pointing out how ridiculous the whole idea was. It

was also noised sbout that the Hooverites were sbout to be sent

mps to work for a dollar a week and board. For

to trans

had the convincing argument "Why would

sted in numbering snd mapping this place and

they be inter

recl residential district out of it if they're going

making

to move you out? It stands to reason that they figure this

will be here for some time. Besides, they could put you into

hether they had

rented,

trensient cemps in short order if they

this census or not."

Two more difficulties that merit mentioning were encounter-
ed; some of the men gave the investigator trouble by their
chronic sbsence; others found it difficult to understend the

ed never to be at home

asked. Most of those who s

tor called either were eventually cornered

or the desired information concerning them was given by part-
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ners or ne

bors, but census cards for seversl elusive Hoover-

ites,about whom no one knew enything or cared to tell, remain
blank.

In ques ng two raci

groups, the Nexicans and Fili-

tigstor was occasionally forced to resort to

school Spsnish, and when thet failed, to enlist the

erpreters. There were alweys English-speaking
friends of the "no scbes" who would willingly offer their ser-
vices. A fow men who were hard of hearing gave the investiga-

tor enxious moments. Especielly exasperating was one negati-

vistic Norwegian whose near deafness end hostile attitudes made
as sbyss of socisl distance that only perseversnce and patience
could bridge.

During the "census" ordeel, the enumerator found it the

o

best policy

cool and affsble, no matter how sggravating

ion, In several cases success came after tw

or
three refusals to cooperate; the investigator had become more

f a nuisance

) his census, and the latter was finally accept-

ed as

lesser evil. The result of all this per

stence was

598 filled schedules out of a possible 639.

al Behavior

formetion concerning the various phases

of the men of Hoovervi

e and the attitudinel

complexes found in that community presented no particular prob-

lems to the investigator

5 mede no sttempt at quanti-

ive enalysis save

the matter of economic orgsnization.

ation as to the current mode of "getting by" of eact

resi-
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ed on the census schedules. Otherwise,

end sociel attitudes were

the men in their commnity

\d from conversatior

in which were

eir socisl contacts and ch

in rels

on to various issues. The early 'con-

1ded more intimate glimpses into private

rocedure, although contacts made

were fertile sources of insights

itudes.

ion was completed the first

ce upon

syment of back taxes.




CHAPTER IIT

HOOVERVILLE: A NEW RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT

The neme is deceiving. Hooverville is not en incorporated

commnity, proudly referring to itself with the surneme of one

of its a nguished founders--not a small rural village

strugglin

to preserve its identity in an era of voracious
metropolitanism. It is not a discrete commnity at all, but
an integral part of a highly differentiated urban design.
Within the city, and of the city, it functions as a segregated

residentisl are

of distinct physical structure, population

composi nd social behavior.

The most

t cheracteristics of this unique "natural

area" lie in its

appesrence. Five-hundred tiny

shanties huddle in the rain end stesm in the sun on a former

shipyard site to fo

a picture quite different from the usual
American residential scene. Even the traditionel street

patterns of occiden

civilization have been discarded. Aside

from one graded road that bisects the community to form con-

nections with s pier,

re sre no streets or boulevards--no

named and numbered avenues to aid the strenger in finding his

way about. Paths weave in end out like animel trails; esch |
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o run his own maze in zigzag courses involving
the least possible time, space, and energy. Some of the wider |

orn "runs" afford trensit for two-wheeled junk

scurry along under humen power in the manner of

trikishas in an

ntal city. Doors open here and there, in- |

ward and ou nd hinges to the left,

ard , hinges to the right

sccording to the whims of the architects.

Hooverville is bounded on two sides by Puget Sound, on ‘
one side by warehouses, end on a fourth by Kailroad Avenue,
Seattle's main water-front thoroughfare. At high tide the

water's edge approaches within ten feet of the nearest shacks;

each winter high water completely surrounds several of the

dwellings, access to them a difficult matter for several

&

days. 4 few rs ago one resident was forced to leave his

house in unorthodox fashion when he awoke to find his floor

covered with three feet of water and his bed a rocking cradle

of the was easily removed from the roof,

Happily a panel
and he made & pentless takeoff to higher ground. The sea ap-
ears to be eternally licking its chops in snticipation of
swallowing the entire community in one julcy gulp.

Across several blocks of urbsn warehouses end switching
Yards the engines of three transcontinental railroads whistle
daily invitations to "see the country. But nearby beckons
& counteracting lure, the "skidroad," where soot-dimmed street
lights illuminate the fagades of "hock shops," "Greasy Spoons, " |

P00l halls, cheap burlesques, "flop-houses," “cribs," end

Chinese gambling "joints'--and deepen by contrast the deriness




of narrow alleys.

It has been over sixteen years since rivets were slung
in the shipyards, on the former site of which Hooverville has
erisen; but sixteen years have not obliterated all signs of

the work that was carried o:

01d wooden pilings thrust scaly
heads through the sand, and big blocksof cement lie embedded
in the earth here and there like ruins of an ancient Mediter-
ranean city. Tnese cement foundations sometimes provide floor-
ing for the flimsy dwellings thet are scattered like scrubby

parasitic growth over the remains of former grandeur. Save

for a few tu

s of grass here and there that have menaged to

urvive th

thin-soled shuffle of second-hend shoes, the only

natural veg

on found in Hooverville is furnished by a

fast-

g deciduous bush that seems to thrive on the salty

soil; it takes on a tree-llke appearznce when trimmed of

lower branches. Meny Hooverites prune up this indigenous

shrub to improve the landscaping sbout their "estates."
Constructed for the most pert from meteriels picked up

elong docks, railroads, alleys, and dumps, the homes of Hoover-

nce a variety of "rustling" effort, beach-combing

ry skill, and aesthetic taste on the part of
those, who, like humen pack rats, carried, wheeled, end dragged
bits of lumber, tin, cardboard, tar paper, glass, composition

roof

£, cenvas, and other materials of utility for shanty
building to the site of Seattle's new "real estate boom."
On first impression Hooverville appears to be an odd as-

nbled to form a conglomerate

sortment of junk painfully ass
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of shacks all more or less of a uniform type; on closer in-
spection, however, striking differences stand out, differences
that inhere not in the materials from which the structures are
built, but chiefly in orgenization of those materials. Qual-
ities end proportions of lumber, tin, and paper used vary
noticeably, it is true; but it is in construction that the most
striking differences lie. The shanties range from small bunge-

"lairs." Two

lows to semi-dugouts that might be described as
awellings mey be made entirely of lumber; one will have the
appearance of a loosely thrown together shed, while the other
mey be a neatly and compactly built little cottege With double
floor, weather-boarded or ship-lapped walls, tar-papered roof,
@ window on every side, end a latticed porch. One compact

ittle cottage, built by en unemployed carpenter, boasts four

tiny rooms including kitchen, dining room, snd two bedrooms,

des a store room and a small front porch. Ship-lapped and

bes
painted, and surrounded on two sides by a stone walk end a
picket fence, it bears the appearsnce of a toy bungelow. Al-
though this particular residence is in a class by itself, there
sre many other dwellings which show considerable carpentry
skill end sesthetic appreciation, In general, hovever, the
shed type tends to predominate.

A high percentage of tin in its composition does not
necessarily relegate a shack to a low construction rating., Al-

though most of those

ich would assay high in this metsl are
but loosely slapped together affairs of scraps of sheeting,

with leaky roofs and draughty walls, some are neat structures
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of nicely fitted and tightly sesmed strips.

The tacking of tin
over walls of lumber is very common; & few residents have care-
fully flattened out coal oil cens to procure this type of exter-
ior finishing. Lathes are sometimes used as outer boarding;

when nailed down

atly, they give the shack an effect of bright-

hich is pleasing to the eye.

rsally popular as roofing material, though the
manner in whic

is laid down veries. Wnile some builders nail

the tin down tightly, others lay it on loosely at a gentle angle
end weight it dovn with rocks or scraps of iron. Roofing paper
is also used to protect the homes of Hooverville from Seattle's
aqueous elements, and several of the morve alert "natives" have
salvaged str

)s of composition reofing for their dwellings. Cen-
vas has not gai

p

sularity as building material; there ere

but three tents in "town."

Painted walls are by no mesns rare,though in general ex-

teriors are left unfinish

4. on some of the shanties as meny as
three coats of paint have been applied.  ftiere sesmatcoibe 8o
commuinity in color taste; every hue of the rainbow and a few

2 v s
Shades not found theve sre representeds The brush wields

use whatever they can find; the mixing of colors is frequently
x

sorted to in quantitative necessity, if not in artful exper-
imentation, and startling blends often result.

Paper is used chiefly for interior finishing. Many inter-
lor walls and ceilings are equipped with strips of Lot
obtained from packing boxes. This cardboard not only functions

i i 5 ore finish-
%o conserve heat, but also lends shack interiors & @

_
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ed effect. Some of the dwellings are papered with thick wrep-
ping paper in place of the cardboard; in several homes gemuine
wallpaper of assorted patterns graces the walls. Although the
papering of interiors enhances appearsnce snd insulation, it
sometimes has a red ink side of great concern to the Hoover-

ites; small carnivorous fauna, particulerly of the species

Bedbug," cunning, aggressive, and nocturnipresent, find in
papered walls comfortable housekeeping quarters within walking

distance of th public markets.

Glass is in universal use for windows. Nearly every dwell-
ing is equipped with at least one window, and a few are very

well lighted.

se windows renge in size from large plates

several feet square to mere glass covered slits a few inches

de. In many instances frames are cleverly set in the walls,
permitting ventilation by swinging or sliding open; in other
cases windows are merely pieces of glass placed over openings

in the walls, serving for the admittence of light only. In

one shanty, almost half of one wall is of glass, and an addi-
tional window, 4' by 6',1s set in the gently slanting roof to
lend the place s sun-room sppearance. One ex-carpenter has made
his home distinctly unique by sebting two vertical skylights,

each 13! by 5',1n a roof of fairly steep slope. The amount of

light admitted into the shacks varies not only with the size

end number of windows but also with the nsture of the glass end
the extent to which it is kept clean, Some of the windows are
of translucent glass. The near opaqueness of others could be

remedied by washing.

e
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The shanties of Hooverville are fairly uniform in size

and shape. lost of them are rectangular, one-room affairs
from €' by 9' to 12' by 15', sheltering one or two men. The
largest structure covers a ground space of approximately 15!

by 25

smellest, a space of 3' by 6'. Sometimes these

are divided into two rooms, kitchen and bedroom; one
house has four rooms; severel have three; but in general one
room is multifunctional as most of the residents consider par-

titioning unnecessary. The accretion of additions to the orig-

inal structure is quite common; queer offshoots spurt out

suddently like ight sprouting of some Xerophytic plan

but for t »art these additions serve merely as wood-

sheds or storerooms and not as living quarters.

Ceilings are low, from 6' to 8' in height; thus the shacks

heat up ra when stoves or drafts sre defective, be-

come smoky little sweatboxes. Some of the smaller dwellings

would make idesl Turkish baths, with the addition of & hole in
che roof for one's head.

Except for a few dugout-like dwellings, the floors of

surrounding terrain, Hoover-

which are laid a few feet below ti

ville domestic 1ife goes on at one dead level; there are no

¢s. 4s 2 health measure, building regulations

cellars

by city euthorities specify that Hoover-

ville homes must be least one foot off the ground.

11

made when the community was elready fairly

not retroactive; nor were they finically ob-

com-
served by subsequent builders; so while some of the shacks
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ply in exaggerated fashion, their floors being several feet

above the earth,

others are set flat upon the ground; and

several rese: the town houses of the Siberien Chukchee,

with floors three or four feet below the ground level. One
one-eyed individual of sixty winters is remindful of a gopher

as he putters sround the periscope-like roof of his burrow.
The one-foot

fmum wes more than e health measure; accord-
ing to the "mayor" that much space under flooring facilitates
the pursuence of rats by cats end prevents the former from
nesting under the shanties.

only one Hooverite has attempted vertical expsansion; his
skyward venture, a 4' by 6' piano-crete-like structure, looms
above the surrounding ecological inssnity 1like a minaret in

Celro; one almost expects a fuzzy-faced muezzin to appear in
1ts lopsided magnificence and lead Hooverville in prayer.
Not all of

e shacks were constructed from "rustled"
materials. In a few cases the acquiring of lumber and nails
involved a cash nexus.

To several men of mesns, owning a home
on the tide

ts meant not the accumulation of the spoils of
war from alley

ids, waterfront forays, end boxcar smbushes,
but a severing of relations with legal tender. Two residents
Teport the cost of their building materials at $30.00. One
man, who offered his place for sale at $15.00, sticks to his

story that the estate "set him back $52.00," f.0.b., unassem-
bled.

Selling price provides an extremely fallible index to

structural quality

Certain personsl variables such as desire
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for immediste cash, desire to leave town quickly, and state of |

intoxication at time of sale, influence prices. A home worth

at least §12.00 st the current sdjustment of supply end demend

cause its owner was on a "drunk" and needed

sold for §4.00

funds immediately to carry on festivities. Seasonel variation
in demand is also an important factor in determining prices.
Shecks that would sell for $10.00 in the spring or summer,
when skies are falr end every turn in the rosd is a beckon,
could command $30.00 in the fall when small-staked seasonal
labor turns to thoughts of hibernation. In general, shacks
may be had for $10.00 to $15.00; $4.00 and $30.00 may be said

to mark the extremes. It should be mentioned that the hazard

of destruction by administrative forces is implicit in every
transaction end acts as a depressant upon the sale price.

only one men

n Hooverville is immne from this threat; this
fortunate person 1ives in the cabin of a twenty-five foot

boat near the

If Seattle's mayor asgein decrees

that the haunts of

overites shall be swept by fire, the

at dweller may launch hi

s home upon the waters of Puget
Sound end seek terra firma elsewhere.
Hooverville homes show uniformity in smount and varietion

in quelity of internsl furnishings. Beds, stoves, tables,

chairs, and kitchen utensils are articles of universal use;

but they evid:

nce the same interesting differences in effort,
skill, luck end taste as the structures in which they are
are placed. Beds, for instance, vary from homemade board bunks

with poor or no padding to large steel frame bedsteads with
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coil springs end thick mattresses. Board bunks, slways built
next to the well, are usually stoutly constructed; and,when
equipped with enough padding to negate their boxcar floor
effects, are indeed fairly comforteble. In several homes of
multiple dwelling, bunks are decked one above the other in
“forecastle" style. Second-hand springs and bedsteads are
fairly numerous; they very from rickety, treacherous old traps

in vhich only a Brodie would dare to ride, to later and less

abused models that might receive a bid on the suction block.
Cots do not seem to be popular; very few are in evidence. A
hotel lounge thet occupies half the floor space in his shack

and so placed ¢!

t one can never sit down without sitting be-
side the stove, is used by one fellow as "classy" living room

furniture in the daytime and as a bed at night. To one man

every morning is resurrection; he sleeps in a coffin!

Everyone hes bedding of some sort; meny have blankets end
quilts that are fairly new and in good appearsnce; others use
bedding thet hes seen considerable wear and sn occasional
tear. One men possesses no blankets at all; he sleeps under
three old overcoats. Another stretches out on the grass to
count his sheep; his pastoral surroundings consist of several
layers of artificial lawn, the startling greenery of which
brightens up an otherwise drably furnished room. Canvas is
popular materisl for bedspreads; it protects the blenkets from
dirt, soot, snd moisture and wears well. On rainless days

mattresses of var;

ing thicknesses may be seen hanging over

"two by fours" outside dwellings infested with little "sharks
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re mattresses are not in use, padding may
be provided by layers of quilts, straw, or excelsior.
Every shanty hes a stove of some sort. Needed for both

cooking and heating, they form a very importent part of the

household equipment. Stoves vary from second-hand kitchen
ranges and small coal-burning heaters to rusty tin cans with

two holes knocked in th

, one for fuel feeding, one for
stovepipe. Second-hand renges and heaters are the exception;

homemade I

lants are the rule. The latter are usually
small tin effeirs, the size of a five-gallon kerosene can,

set in structy

s of brick end morter upon stout pedestals of

wood, end so lined inside with brick that their fireboxes mey

be only a few inches square. In several shacks oil drums and

boiler heads are in use; they are of impressive appearsnce
and offer emple cooking space. A few stoves sre made almost
entirely of brick, the only metel employed being a square of

sheet iron or heavy tin set in the top for a cooking surface.

These Dutch-oven looking affairs asre delightfully quaint; and,

n the fu

re is rough hewn, harmonize well with their
surroundings.

None of the home-mede stoves are equipped with ovens;
and since the ovens of the kitchen renges never seem to fune-
tion properly, boiling, stewing, and frying are the prevail-

ing methods of preparing food. Only two Hooverites have found

success with the baking process; one owns a fair second-hand

range for wh

h he paid $5.00; the other u

es a small $1.25

portsble cemp stove.
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Home fires are kept burning, or at least smoking, with

fuel picked up along the water front and railrosd yerds--drift
logs, lumber, and old boxes. One resident, who had been bor-

ng bituminous after regular business hours from Seattle

ourself end scram' plan, was reduced

coal dealer: "help

to restricted environs when representatives of the law ob-

e transactions.

served and frowned upon

of the smoke produced in Hooverville stoves

hanties through stovepipes of varying

lengths and breedths and engles of perpendicularity. The rest

either locates avenues of escape through doors, windows, and
cracks, or settles down in sooty ubiguity upon walls, furni-
ture, food, end lung tissues.

The home-nade also predominates in chair end teble equip-

are many second-hend kitchen cheirs end even

ment, though ther
Chairs of dorestic menu-

vel-bound" office fumiture.
nd benches; the tebles are

some "swi
facture are merely backless stools

for the most part broad shelf affairs built out from the wells

to conserve space.
have cooking and eating utensils of some sort;

1verware seem to be fairly easy

All the 1

old pots, pens, dishes, and si
rosene cans are in common use as water vessels

n handles to

to procure. Ke

s are usually fitted with woodel

and slop pails; th

rticle found every-

fecilitate carryi Another household &

lere in the commnity 1s the kerosene lemp; in electricity=

less Hooverville it has come into its own agelfi.
£ nesrly every

by ctures appesr on the walls O

rs and




shack; a few of the latter ere paintings equipped with glass

and fremes, but in gene

al walls are decorated with postcards,

magazine covers, or lingerie ads.

Aesthetic taste runs heavily
to the feminine: fac

nd scentily adorned form. Bureeus, rugs,

clocks, and rad

re articles which, though not in universal

use, are nevert:

ss found here end there with a frequency
meriting mention. The radios, with one exception, are crystel
sets that perform slmost sudibly; that one exception, a gift

to Hooverville's

or from some charitsble organization,is

>laced on

t other housekeepers may listen in

on Prudence

ny or learn the latest stock-merket meneuvers
of "american Can.

he Hooverites

ary greatly in housekeeping sbility

of the shant

cept neat as a pin; others give visuel and

olfactory,

extreme slovenliness. One men, en ex-

sailor of

en Guring the Vorld War, swsbs his gal-
th ding frequency, end even the flagstones in
front of t ce are washed and swe, in contrest, some of

the shecks ere so filthy that one hesitates to sit down in

them--even in old

lothes. The men who take en active inter-

est in denatured al

ol are the worst housekeepers; known as
"dehorners" in the "skidroad" vernsculsr, they seem oblivious

to dirt

Althot 1 end noatness within the shantles

vary considerat

, the village grounds are remarkebly cleen.

Except for two s

ore tin cans are scattered, interstices

between dwellings harbor very 1ittle trash, Firewood 18 piled




alongside

all woodsh

ds built for that purpose.

Even sawdv

and chips are

Dt up and burned. That the

s kept in such good order is not due to the initia-

tive of th

dents; Seattle administretive suthorities

demand

premises be kept clean and free from

fire hazards.

lent visits by heslth and fire department

officials

ation of present standards. No-

tices of

ent to "Commit no nuisance" are

>osted here end there to serve as constent reminders. Some of
the residents have personal habits of cleanliness and would
not tolerate filt rubbish around their homes under any
circumstences; but others have, by eppearence of inter-
iors, very standa th them compulsion is neces-
sary

To the tide is relegated the work of sewege disposel;

toilets, five in

orted footbridges

the end of piling-supp

over the wate argest and most invitin

fattiziweli-buils s 71 by 101, is reserved for

e about

ve been known to use

women, although nec

are un-

it in emergencies. The other four, used by the men
ner and quite
attractive little shel thrown together end qul

offensive to olfa ho: tide; ssoutiand e

tory nerves when
th

eneral, Wi

them is exposed. The beach in

ground benea

its rubbish, salt-soaked pilings, 18

sh, and scaly,

ich onshore breezes

highly producti >esant odors

e of

waft inland.
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Several of the homes near the edge of the escarpment
formation of the west beach are furnished with private toilets;

the residents of these exclusive "Heights" are more fortunate

than their fellow Hooverites, who must scur:

y for verying dis-
tances to privies often to be forced to await their turn
after the goal has been reached. As urinals the recognized
depots are unnecessary; ground space between shacks is freely

used day and n

. Nor should the residents be sharply crit-

icized for this latter behavior; it is bad enough to use the
cat-walk terminals once a day, not only because of their
aesthetic shortcomings, but also beceuse the trip out and back

on the narro anks 1is an undertaking frought with danger to

1ife and limb, cspecially for the alcoholic or the hasty. One
resident charged out of his bungalow toward the nearest depot
one night, only to “miss the switch" and land on the rocks be-
low. He claims thst he lay in his shack for ten days unable
to move his legs as a result of the injuries sustained by that
misstep.

Good weter for drinking, cooking, end washing purposes

may be obtained at two taps, one within the commmnity and one
just outside on a nearby dock. Two residents enjoy running
water in their homes; from large elevated barrels the fluid
mey be had ab the turn of a spigot. The installation of such
a system does not bring freedom from drudgery, however, for
periodical trips to the village pump must be made to replenish
storage supply.

Outstanding emong the drawbacks to scquiring a town house
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in Hooverville is the lack of bathing facilities. A few hardy

residents, who in years "on the bum" have built up attitudes
of indifference toward epidemic discomfort, stoically deny

their pores the luxury of soap and water. The less escetic |
majority preserve the Saturday night folkway, when the mood

strikes them,

leundry tubs inside their shacks; or, if they
possess the proper credentisls, pamper their bodies in the
transient shelter uptown. That Hooverville needs a bath-house
has long been the conviction of a few of the civic-minded,
but thus far dreems have failed to materialize.

Everyday is lMonday in Hooverville. Shirts, socks, and
long woolen unmentionables may be seen fluttering in the
breeze any time of the week. Except for a few hermit-like

tatterdemalions

who meintain a grimy eloofness from enything
that smacks of soap bubbles, the Hooverites keep clesn of
raiment.

Hooverville will probably never be classed among the lead-
ing health resorts of the Pacific Northwest, but neither is it
a second Panama Canal Zone. When the age distribution of the
sopulation is considered, it is surprising that morbidity is
not more noticesble. Certainly the low, demp ground of the
village, freckled with innumersble puddles after a heavy rain

should be a heslth hazard of great menace to a community he

1o

1y represented in the

er age groups. t, s a matter of
fact, the men of Hooverville, even the old men, appear remerk-

ably well.

Opinion veries smong the Hooverites as to the healthful-
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ness of their environs. One men claims that he regained his

health in Hooverville after doctors had given him up, that he
would surely have died had he remained in the transient
shelter any longer. Others notice distinet improvements in
their health since taking up the shanty life, stressing as

cific health benefits the fresh sea breeze,

Hooverville's sp
the active outdoor life, and the feeling of contentment that
comes with having a home where one msy do as he pleases. They
contrast the free and easy shanty life, with plenty of tinker-
ing to keep occupied, with the stiff regimentation of the
trensient shelter at night end idleness on the sidewalks in

e daytime--correlating mental attitudes with health. Cer-

tal

1y psychological states affect the physical; and it does
sound logicsl that men should be more content in individual
quarters with plenty to do et their own inclination, and no
one to dlictate their hours of repose--then they would be

herded together in dreb shelters during erbitrarily set sleep-

ing periods, and forced to spend day after day on downtown

streets with ¥ pockets.

On the other hand, there are a few who levy negative

a health standpoint. It is one

criticism on Hooverville from

men's conviction that “you oen meves Eet SINIBEIENEIE ST
village too damp for his

place."™ Another fellow found
rheumatism and moved out.

on
arly sll the physical complaints expressed center
1scuss in de-

the digestive tract, end those who mention or
bly ley the

tail stomach or intestinal ailments slmost 1V
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blame on soup line diet. But since these taxpayers' star

boarders slways augment cherity porridge with concoctions
brewed at home, and since such concoctions seldom dieteti-

stomach aches cannot fairly be laid to

too, the effect of predisposing causes

eating habits and present drinking habits

welghed before fingers of condemnation

may be

K.h. cooking. A few men quite frenkly
admit that the cause of discomfort is the use of dematured
alcohol.

In any description of health aspects of the community,

33 deserves a prominent place. During

estilence uncalculated thousands of feline lives

were lost, computed at the stendard rate of nine to onme. The

cats, previously transplanted from working class slleys to

aid in the war on rats, sickened and died by the hundreds.
Their mangy carcasses were picked up in the "streets,” dragged

from under floors, fished off roofs end thrown out of houses.

And so severe was the diseasson the few vwho survived it, that

1t has taken the latter better than a year to breed back to

the optimmm.
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arch

in this

prove even more

fiable
to

Cert

ville's motley of

individuals smenable to a variety of classif

nal sex,

of arithmetic sbs

here toward stati
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oresents interesting fecets to the surveyor,

nterior decorator, and possibly the poet
theme or scene in odd detail or crazy-

10se who focus attention upon the people

icturesque squalor, the village should
sscinating. The writer with his flair for

scientist with his emphasis upon

may £ind there a common source for material

ss thelr divergent points of view.

the statistician's nose for mumbers, Hoover=
frequencies offers a quentitative delight;
population conglomerate there ere 639

ications. From

age, nationslity, and occupstional counts

nts

numerically minded msy f1it to he

rdity. The writer of this monograph tends

stical conservatism.
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Sex
Hooverville is first of all a men's town; of its 639

human inhabitents only seven are females.

Age
From fuzzy-faced striplings of eighteen to seventy-three-

yeer-old candidates for Father Time's sntiquated harvester,

men of ell ages have chosen to make Hooverville their home,

although selective forces behind the sge composition of the

village popu »n have shown a decided preference for the

v 30.6% of the 602 individuals whose ages are

mature. On

known have not sttained the age of forty; for the other 69.4%

life has alre

egun." The average age of the Hooverites

s. Vhen sge is classified by five-yeer intervals,

the mode of the ltant distribution is found to be 50-54

sars, with population almost as heavily clustered in the

40-44 and 45-49 groupings; 52.4% are in their forties or

fifties. That Hoovervi

e is predominently a commnity of

the middle-s evident from Table I.

population is even more striking

who tend to aversge much younger than eny

of the community, sre eliminated from con-

se ages sre known,

yeers of age or over, end the average

6.1% of 110 Filip

s have reached

o average age of this social group

ble II compares the age distribution of the




TABLE 1
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TABLE II

AGE DISTRIBUTION OF
POPULATIO

FILIPINO AND NON-FILIPINO
OF HOOVERVILLE

(In Five-year Intervals)

|
Filipino Non-F1lipino

2 |
- | Fmber | Fevcemt | Wamber | Fercent

% -8 3 | .6 |
22 18.4 L | 2.1 |

21 17.6. 22 4.2

16 13.3 30 5.9

16 13.3 42 8.0

19 15.9 66 12.7

13 10.8 74 14.3

8 6.7 87 16.8

1 8 67 12.9

2 1.7 58 10.2

0 0 22 4.2

o .0 6 | 1.2

1 36 6.9

120 100.0 ' 519 100.0

|
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non-Filipinos.

enfolk of Hoovervi:

e would be candidates

e belle of the village hovers close to the

e other six reminisce. The seven sges

38, 39, 42, 49, 67, and 73,

1 because, in the words of the local

no place for ki

In 1935 a woman

ing her small son snd daughter of fifteen !

elled from the commnity by the police

uarte

elsewhere by a relief sgency. The

by the investigator was s white

o dwelt for several months in connubisl

three. A chronic edulterer, he

day by en outraged spouse and

i. This estrangement occurred before the

; the lad left the community immedistely,

t included in the totals.

Race

In its racial composition, Hooverville foms en ethnie

ved, yellow, end brown brush frayed

o white race is dominent

umbers, current odds being heavily sgainst

nt, Olas-

\is strip of waterfr

color along

civilization's torch bearers Wit

of 455 or 71.26 of the totsl village

with only 184 or 28.8%. The only
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lored groups sre the Filipinos,

represented by 120, 29, and 25 individ-

smattering of other rsces and hybrids

Jepanese, two Bskimos, two Americen Indiens,

tionality composition of Hooverville's white stock

rovides ingredie an ideel "jungle" rmulligen. Out of

English mutton, Irish potatoes,

erican broth me

German carrots, Scandin s, Polish cabbage, Balken

end Italien garlic. Ar

rutabagas, Spenish onior

a may be detected.

132 or 29.0% are native-born Americans,

vorn in foreign countries. The birth-

31 was-not determined. Table III clas-

ic stocks are numer-

ically foreign-born te popula-

ressive majority; 70.9%

tion,

hail from pe and Canede; 58.9% from the three

, end Finlend. The

former Aust
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TABLE IIT
COUNTRY OF OF THE FOREIGN-BORN WHITE POPULATION
F HOOVERVILLE
T T
Country | Number | Percent
Northwest Euro Canada) . 207
e s T
50
45
17
4
4
3
3
Scotlend.. 2
Weles. . 1
Louxembot 1 \
South end 85 |
2 |
21
7
5
3
23 7.9
9 3.1
5 1.8
4 132
3 1.0
2 an
1 .3
1 .3
1 -3
202 100.0
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try of birth; these 164 native Americens trace their origins
to 35 stetes. Table IV gives this classification in detail.

Of the Ame a-

icen-born Hooverites 46.4% hail from K

with Michigen, Wisconsin, and Minnesota making
the grestest contributions. Eastern states, led by Pennsylven-
ia, end New York rank second in regional origins with 31 des-

titute deleg

s, closely followed by the Western states with

28 represent

:ives, 16 of whom were Washington local boys who
failed to meke good. Of the 23 Negroes whose state of birth

is known, 13 we.

born in the South, constituting 65% of the

20 native-born Hooverites from that area.

Kesidence in the United States

With the exception of the dusky sons of the Philippines,
who came, saw, and got broke in comparatively recent times,
the foreign-born Hooverites have been seeking their fortunes
in American environs for several decades. Of the 316 non-

Filipino forei

born, 269 or 85.1% have been in the United
States twenty years or longer; only nine individuals have been

in this coun

y less then ten years and none less than five.
That the high tide of this immigration ceme from 1900 to 1914
when 217 or 68.7% arrived is shown by Tasble V.

The Northwest Eur

ans of Hooverville boest the highest

average length of

esidence in this country with 20.7 years

as their mean, followed by the South and East Europeans with

26.3 years and the Mexicans with 20.7 years--roughly correla-

tive with the temporal position of those nationality groups in

the history of United States immigration.
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TABLE IV
STATE OF BIRTH OF THE AMERICAN-BORN POPULATION OF HOOVERVILLE
State [ Wnites [Negroos [tndiens [Nexicems |Total [Peroent
| | |
[ = £ l 31| 18.9
s | 5 ) 8 3.1
e | i [} 1 .8
1 0 1 .6
| 1 o T .6
| 8 o 8 4.9
| i 0 1 .6
| 10 (] 10 6.1
| 2 1 s 1.8
| 9 1 1 .6
| 13 20| 121
.6

-
SRBoornarrHd cocourrHa

® wo00OOOHHK HOHOOONOROOON woravaod

|
18 |
1
1
|
E
| =
sr |
| 4 ‘
‘ 2
|
15
1
0
Unknown 3
Total 132| 29

v O HOOOOOHNM 0000000000000 00000000 000060000

+ 60 0000000 0000000000000 0OOOHOOdE 0000000000

oo I3 4
rREBooonarrHE noraasr

3

1.

3.

4.

4

T,

o
7.3
re
28 17.1
Te 9.8
4 2.4
2 1.2
3y .6
) .6
z ! .6
3 | 1.8
9 ! 5.5
164 [ 100.0

|
|
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TABLE V

g UNITED STATES OF THE NON-FILIP
POPULATION OF HOOVERVILLE

YEARS OF HEBSIDENCE
FORBI

I
Percent

Less

S=gEET

T CACORRE - 050

B e

- T
30-34 R o s
SBEBDIN. S ... oo e 21 e 6.5
40-44RET .. R e A L e 5.3

B o sadsaiesie 1.8

BOSBA “oisvie v uaiomiesiiiaes e o 4 coeebasege 2.0
BB=BO v vseniibnnsassaatoo. 0 gl el .0
60-64 4 S

B et e
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Sharply disti ngth of national residence is the

Filipino population of the community. Part of the tide of

Malay immigration that struck the Pecific Coast With the.
greatest force during prosperity's prime, these oniental

Hooverites aver a sojourn of only 10,8 yesrs. Of the 119

Filipinos whose len sidence is imown, 74 or 62.1%

have been in the United States ten years or less, and 51.3% cmme
to this country during the four years of 1927 to 1930 inslusives

With Buropean immigration severely restricted snd other Asistics

excluded, the Filipinos had been the ones to respond to Americsn
demands for cheap and docile labor.

From novth, south, esst and west journeyed WEAISVEREUSHIYS

to-bedHieoyerites to Uncle Sam's promising lends NSRS

mic cast-offs and social paniahs EROWiNE

as they are now, eco:

014 1 'bHe shadow of a pauper's grave, but JOUNSSEEEESENE

to respond to the of economic opportunitYSNIIENIEEES
VII cut b6 vesd a story that Horatlo Alger oTeEIEEEEEEE
Hooverville.

the industrious immigr

1T that a high percentage of the

It is clear from Tebl:

red the United States as young

foreign-born Hoove

Jmown, only
men. Of the 434 w 1 38

of forty or oveT, sid GBLY 32

12 came to this coun ;
1% were men betweer the eges of 1

time of immigration WeS

were children und

and 34 inclusive. age at

cpresents the mode of the

23 years; the interval

age distributio




TABLE VI

ARS OF RESIDENCE IN THE UNITED STATES OF THE
FILIPINO POPULATION OF HOOVERVILLE

r Intervels)

Years Number percent




AGE OF THE FOREIGN-E

IMMIGRATION

(By Five-year I

Age
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Residen

n

The Hooverites claim varying lengths of residence in the
State of Washington. Excluding the Filipino population,
73.1% of which migreted to this state less then ten years

ago, and 93.3% of which came here s

1914, the Washington

influx of Hooverites-to-be commenced in s:

nificent propor-

tions after the turn of the century; end since 1905 the flow
vas quite steady for the six five-year perlods. Next to the
Filipinos, the Mexican and Negro elements of Hooverville have

furnished the shortest waves of this internal migra With

the exception of one individusl who came to this state 21 years
ago, all of the Mexicans have resided here since 1914; 65.2%

of the Negroes ceme during the last ten y

ars and 43,5% since

1929. From Table VIII comparisons mey be made between these

racial groups in length of state residence.

Sixteen of the Hooverites were born in Wash

spent from two to sew

o yesrs of tr

other states of the Union before migrating to the fa

est. A comparison of aver:

e lengths of residence

ington and average lengths of r

ce in states other th:

Washington shows that the residents of Hoow

rville heve spent

& high proportion of their adult lives and lsboring years in

this state. In this "life and lsbor" contribution the racial
elements show variation. Of the foreign-born Hooverites the
reign-born whites, with avera \

in Washington and nine years in other states, have contributed

a much higher proportion of their labori

years to this state
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than have the Mexicans, who cleim sn

dence of only e years and an
in the United States of twelve yesrs.
journ in this country, the average
Washington.

The native whites of Hooverville

even in ot

Washington and twenty

of industrial debut is arbitrar

approximate the forei

career devoted to Washington.

of the community

in other states before migrat

twentles. Thirty-eight years old,

village hes 1ived ten years of his

Table IX shows these differcnces.

TABLE IX

AVERAGE L «uur Ob wum ‘mauﬂ.c
ES

a ton resi-
dence elsevhere
Of hi nt years so-

average
, twelve

ge, the
ing

e spent
is late
ro of the

23 [00.0
Was!

ates othe
than Wesh. |12 |38.7 | 13




In the above table ave

the United States outside Washington is computed for

ton res-

foreign-born groups by subtracting the average Washin

ide

ce from the average United States residence; for the

native-born groups by subtracting average W ton residence

and fifteen years from the = United States residence.

Length of residence in ¥ gton recorded

each Hooverite is not a hi

spent in this state. Without land

these men have responded from time to time to the lure or

possibility of seasonal or construction

n states and Alaske s

came
tempt was made to deduct short periods
given as state residence. However, the above figures do present

in this case

roughly the general picture; le

means the period of time during which Washington is definitely

regarded as "home" state.

Residence in Seattle

That Sesttle has been the Hooverites

headquarters of t

3

during their stay in Washington is evident when lengths of

city end state residence are compared in Tsble X. For the
Filipino population of Hooverville length of residence in

Seattle and Washington have been almost identical.

It should be understood that very few of the men of

Hooverville have lived end worked within the city for long &

iods of time; for most of them, length of residence in Seattle



TABLE

LENGTH OF HESIDE
AND NON-

E IN SEATTLE AND
ILIPINO POPULATI

OF
OF HOOVERVI!

(In Five-year Intervals, In Cumulative Percentages)

Years of Resi- Totel Populati Filipino |

dence Wash.  [Seattle @i

Present Residence| 100.0 | 100.0 | muoi

5 years or more | 81.8 ; 86.7

10 4 v 64.4 ; 73.

15" R S1.7 x | 60.3| 50.5
oG TR 38.5

26 ML . 24,3 19, .8 .8

30 W 1.7 Qe

368 et £ 4.6 2.

40 5B L 2.5 1.0 3.2 1.2
45 " Y " 1.7 <Y 2.1 8
(- g ® * .8 .2 1.1 2
o 1 3

607 R RN s

means the number of years during wh

place to squander "stakes",

look for work.

Residence in Ho

Like the old western fro:

community

verville has

experienced a rapid growth. Its 479 sleazy

anties and 92.4%

..,



of its present population have

fire of 1932 w

n the crude

o city admi

ing over two

imers are truly

than thr,

e years.

The Deniel Boone of 5 e ded of
" jungling up" in & and tin on the si
six years, reconstructin reassembling hovel immediate-
1y after each demolition by city ewthority or high v The
length of residence in Hooverville o resent population
is roughly described in Table XI.
3 T POPULATTON

H OF RESIDENCE IN HOOVERVILLE
COMMU

OF T

Months in Hooverville urber

.
368 =8 . oo
Unknown : O ENE. e ek

MMonths in Hoovervill do

dwelt in th

residents have actual , because for meny




57

Hooverites residence has been in tent since shanties w

built or purchssed. The summer months witness en exodus to
fisheries, canneries, =nd farms; hroughout the year men go
on short jobs or trips sbout the country. During such absences

shacks are left padlocked or in cere of friends or neighbors.

Several residents move to cheap hote are
eble to obtain work 4n the city for
By building a home in Hooverville, a man does not necessar-

ily reach the bottom of the ay lower his

first moved

status by acquiring a worse

into. Whether for better or for worse, Hooverites

have changed residences withi rundred

and twenty-eight, home has

e they came to Hoove

ve with friends befo:

own; a few residents h

a job or looking for

or months later.

Hooverville represents

siants; its tortuous corridors do not echo the solemn tresd of

the learned; its shaky portals

lofty-browed; nor do its sooty interiors

of profound thought. That

flat colony are not highly scademic i

that 89% of the



than the 8th g

ade; and to nearly

red-schoolhouse will touch of

of Knowledge

les an a first

>ducation to five years of exposu o

Only five Hooverites drank de

actually to graduste from col

wore

down campus grass for one or two years. N d the

of their academic careers at

ty-three w

failed to obtain the coveted

road to success via bu

Of the major raciel groups of the

nd

East Buropesns have had the 1.

ressive intellectual tre

ng; only 21.7% claim more

ade education; and

8% neglected to put any formal

par

tion for life." The Nexicans

were never presented with the opportun

der, =nd 20.8% sent

The Filipinos ere ran

education status; 19.3% of

5.4% were college undergrad

nd school at all. Four

he com-

munity ere Filipinos, the

ve vhites.

Table XII describes ti

femiliarity with

class room routine.
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onal men seeking senctue

and profes

cares of a chaotic economic Wor:

t Hooverville

clever in concealing their i

hebitents

leisure-class hangout, no one

that this

but to

are not wage-slaves is

1 success at "laisser faire"

sure and freedom are re

roulette would be to clash em
cism and statistical measur to i
e that Hoover's tide-flat bedouins are unemployed unskilled

cannot:

orers, footloose and fancy free because th

industrial pegs to hang on.

ovel sti

ave 1like 'shovel ¢ educational qual-

, but they also claim wide

icetions for pick

various forms of mamual labor. When

tical experience ¥

these verbal indices of past occupatil

hat the bread-

rough industrial classificat

5
o

winners of Hooverville are mo liar with the extractive

industries of logging, mining, fishing, and agriculture, and

construction work on railroads, highways, end dams. Relative-

1y few boast experience in some type of skilled lebor, snd a
mere handful speask of past white-collar or professional
careers.

Since the Hooverites, as unskilled lsborers have "knocked

about" on a variety of jobs it is
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difficult to classify them accord:

Where a few will state "I've been a log

others will boast "I've worked at everything,

fishing, construction work, and harvesting. I went vwherever
I could get a good job." Some of the men have devoted their

entire adult lives to one occupation,

ile others have been
industrial "philenderers," flitting from job to job snd indus-
try to industry in response to ephemeral personal whims,

seasonal fancies, and deeper-seated changes in taste. In ad-

mitted industrisl experience, the Hooverites average over

affinities" per men.

The native Americen and the foreign-born whites average

spproximately the same number of occupations per i

vidual,
2.3 and 2.5 respectively; the 132 native-born mention 304

past occupations and the 292 foreign-born, 716. The two groups
vary considerably, however, in emphasis given to the migratory, |
unskilled types of labor and the skilled or more permenent

"city" jobs. Of the 304 native vhite occupations given, 80
or 26.3% might be described as skilled, white-collar, "steady"

with some urban business concern

janitor, night

watchmen, etc.), or involving the ownershi

of cepitel (inde-

pendent farmer, wholesale fish business for self, etc.); but
only 55 or 7.7% of the 716 foreign-born white occupations

given may be considered in these categories, This means mere-

1y that the native whites have dabbled into or sctually spent

years of effort in pursuits of more skilled or steble nature
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than have the foreign-born. Nearly sll of these "skilled"

h labor

men also claim experience in

railroads, mines, or forests. With but few exceptions

mite Hooverites may be said to represent

t our railroads, b

skilled labor that cut our fo

weys, end bridges, worked our min nd hervested our crops

and 'twenti

in the "boom" decades of

these exceptions is & 73-year-old physicien who,

sble to pay his room and office rent uptown, cast

with the

Hooverites; anott

ructor of a Swi

college who fo

in demsnd in the United States.

1020 occupational "effinities” o

Hooverville.

The 120 Filipinos of the community ere predominently

n hends who migrated

cennery workers, farm laborers, end

to Puget Sound in response to

20's, and who for the most

in thelr vocations.

dividuel,

beceuse nearly a

canneries and on

the Alask

have worked on the truck farms of Puge

end 60 were

ployed

varied this seasonal labor with dome




TABLE XIIT

PAST OCCUPATIONS OF UHE NATIVE
POPULAT L

mt

11

st service
employee

re fighter

R. R. construc-
tion vorker

Section Foremsn
#Engineer
%Firemen

kemen

Total R. R. labor

Const. foremen

#C1ivil el




64

| TABLE XIII (G

PAST OCCUPATIONS OF IHE NATIVE BORN WHITE
POPULATION OF
Total T
Occupation |
5 2|
T
#Bridge Carpenter 8 .8 3 1.0 |
| #Shovel runmer 1 i 35 B .
| #Steam shovel fire-
| men 1 i it - 5
#Hoisting engineer 1 b 1 .3 G >
| #Powder monkey 2 52 53 2 .3
Total constr. work | 111 | 10.9 32 | 10.5 79 | 11.0
|
General miner Sl s | 12 58 65 9.1
Coal miner 20 2.0 | [ 13 1.8
Gold miner S S 8- [l 10MlEsge 1.3,
| Hard rock miner 13| 1.3 5. l=2:giiEss 1.1
#Steam shovel fire- ! | |
men in mine {21 i i 5 11 ik #
Total mining | 122 | 12.0 28 9.2 94 | 13.1
|
Fisherman | 35 | 3.4 1.0 32 4,5
#Partner in whole-
‘ sale fish business| 1 1 1 .3
| Total fishing Bo bl si5 | 2 1,3 32 5
w i
Farm laborer | | =28 9.2 51 742
#Farmer | 1 .3 1 1
T
Total farming | ‘28 9.5 52 7.3
|

(Continued)



TABLE XIIT (

AST OCCUPATIONS OF THE N4

POPULATION
Occups
| L
| [
| Seeman | 25
| #Steamboat lirean‘\ 8
#Sailor in U. |
Navy ‘ 1
#Sailor in Coast
G d 1
2 |

=Camp cook 14 s

flunky lige

Cemp dishwasher

Camp bullcook

#Restaurant cook

@

#Rest. walter

Rest. dishwasher

#Cook on boat

#Walter on boat

- o©

| Total kitohen work| 37

«Painter

#Steamfitter

*

#Mechinist helper

#Electrician

Gontimued)
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PAST OCCUPATION

Total | Native White
Occupation Population |
LB L IO
‘ #Mto mechanic 5 .5 !‘ 5 | 1.0
: #Carpenter 3 . " 2 g
#lechenic 1 2 2 i 1 .3
‘ #Machinist 4 ] i 5
‘ #Plpefitter 1 l 18
#Stationary eng. 1 o \ 1 ‘i 5
#Paperer 2 .2 i 2 o
#Berrel head maker | 1 fo ol
1lwright i at l 1 1 .3
reet grader 1 % l i 3
#Blacksmith 5 b5l o k
#Stonecutter 1 . ! i = :
#Shoemaker o '} o 1
#Moulder | g B
#Plasterer 2 ‘ T | SR \ AT ] \
#Bricklayers helper| 1 | .1 ] A. ‘ : i ‘ 1
#Bricklayer 1 l & 1 g g
#Mechanics helper 1 l‘\ 1 : e 1 } T
#Structursl iron | N |
worker 2 .2 T s 10 [T
#Tinsmith 2 \ .2 A o8 2
Total skilled mec | \
anical labor J; 1.8 l 27 | e 22 3.1
(Continued)

—
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TABLE XIII (CONTINUED)

PAST OCCUPATIH

OF THE NATIVE V
POPULATION OF

AND FOREIGN-BON
VERVILLE

| Total | Native Wnite Foreign-
Occupation Populstion | White
No. L 1 No. T % Yo.
#Storekeeper 1 % Ll o Al eeE 1 e
| #Salesclerk 2 l 2 \ 1 A8 ve
#Shipping clerk 1 | S ‘ 1 S RE % ) .
|
#Butcher 2 S8 1 8 & i
| 1
#Shipping dept.
employee i & ‘ & <
|
#Night watchmen in { ‘
department store 3 k1 1 0 i 5
|
#Rest. owner end | | |
manager e a1 R e et R
! | |
#Jenitor in dept. | ‘ | ‘
| store 5 .5, 1 3 i 4 Bl = 2v6
| | |
House to house | i 1 i
salesman bl .5 3 el [ 4
#Filling station 1‘ | “ l |
| employee i 52 G T o
1 | | I
| Total city trade 17 \ | 9 3.0 | 8 1.1
v‘ k| LS
|
Truck driver EEe R 3 1.0 2 i 3
| |
| Tesmster faid a2 1 ‘ 8 ot
|
| R. K. trucker 3 ad B el 4 R
| Longshoremen 16 | 1.6 s iio 1] W
Coel yard packer 3 .3 5 | o I 5
#Telegreph oper. 1 a1 1 s :
#Streetcar Cond. 1 5 -5 )
Total city trans. [‘es 241 13 ‘ 4.3 15 8.1
(Continuel =,

-



1

PAST OCCUPATIONS OF THE NATIVE WHITE
OPULATION OF HOOVEK!
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TABLE XIII (CONTINUED)

GN-BORN WHITE

P
Total T Wative Wilte | Forelgn-born
Occupation Population | | White
No. K3 ‘ To. { To. | *
Laborer in: [ ‘ 1
Bottling works 1 i 1 Soril s
| |
Cannery 5 .5 2 FlEs i ] 3 .4
Steel mills 3 3 | « | 3 { 4
Shipyards 5 .5 } 3 1.0 | 2 ‘ .3
Box factory 1 %) ‘ ve s Azt .1
Machine factory T a2 | o i %3 1 } Ll
|
Steel plant 2 (e £ {60 Vo
Ford plant i 1 ‘ l 2 1
|
Flour mills i o B e ok
] |
Tot. factorylebor | 20 | 2.0 | & | 2.0 | 14 1
{ |
#Physician 1 L ‘ 1 s . ‘
se 1 G R
#Hosp. orderly | 2 | 1 1 .3 x
#Animal trainer A: ) Lipttons b .
#Dairy instructor ‘
Swiss College & | |
lMeryland private | |
farms 1 -1 ‘ 18ty % 5
|
#Indisn missionary
& schoolteacher 1 b 1 .3 5 Z
Total professional
work ‘ 6 .6 6 2.0 e e

(Continued)
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TABLE

III (CONTINUED)

N WHITE

PAST OCCUPATIONS OF THE NATLIVE E AND FOREIGN-
POPULATION OF HOOVEKVILLE

T Total [ Wetive [ Foreign-vorn

Occupation Population | ¥inite
No. » No. » No. %
T

Sewer dlgger 1 5
#Landscape gard. ] e
Washerwomen 1 1 A
Newsboy 4 1 a2
Housecleaner 3 3 .4
Total miscellan- :
cous city labor 12 5

# These figures represent the total m
occupation is claimed as "past occupa
is classified by as meny occup

own. Those occupations

white collar, or relat vu)
indicated by asterisks.

claims a
her skilled,
ban employm




|
|
{
|

or houseboys in the city.

occupations given represent sk

One man claimed to have be

service school in Wisconsin.

The Mexicsns of the commun

Filipinos in occupational backg

and section hands; but unlike the Fi

1y employed in canneries. This

apiece; only 3 or 5.97% of 51 occupations
sidered as skilled. The Negroes, on

perience in certain personal and dome

porter and kitchen work, snd in certs

bor; 41.9% of the 43 occupatlions given

the latter category. Teble XIV describes t

backgrounds of the Filipino, Kexicen, and Negro

Hooverville in the same terms that Table

past occupations of the whites.

The above occupational class

able "memory" work on the part of

them, occupational history is becoming dryly medisevel if

justily ancient; save for s fortunate dozen and & I 1f

were either working or leaving on "jobs

a contemporary phenomenon to be written hore about. 0nly 9.

nown had

of the white population whose employ

ment history
been employed since the previous sumrer

had failed to find work in the precedi

half hadn't obtained even an "odd" job dv
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TABLE XIV

PAST OCCUP: A_WNS OF THE FILI
PULATION OF

NEGRO

Occupation

Filipino
To. %

Total Wo. of Occu:
ational "mentions 203

Farm laborer

Cennery worker

Sectlon or extra
gang laborer

%R. R. brakemen

| Logger

[SEES
Ghw

Sawmill worker
Miner

Construction worker
Steel Mills laborer

| Automobile factory \

10 ae BB O

laborer

| Longshoremen

| Comron laborer
Truck driver

| #Cook
#Waiter

| Dishwasher
Kitchen worker

‘ Houseboy

©

Il HADORG GRG.
!l bukouo ouwo

4

#Porter .
#Chauffer
| Bus boy
#Hotel watchman
#Barber
Kacehorse groom o
#Garage foreman
#Auto mechanic ..
#Machinist 1
#Blacksmith
#Steamship fireman
#Boilermaker .
#Craneman
#Painter
#Mortar meker
#Tailor
#Post office clerk
#Labor contractor
#Asst. instructor
in eir service
susicisn
Dope_peddler

(ST

o
Cw

s ts e
ST

Dee




84.1% hadn't vorked for a

for two years! Uhat only

unemployed for over five y

mejor factor behind this

us

Although 87.4% of the Fili

oever in the prec

he canneries, on th

the past summer months. b, year
or more. 1is optimistic e st however, by
g in the

fact that seasons were s

fow faced the ¥

common com nt.

Hooverville in that only

or longer. 4

d seasonal labor

Teble XV sketche

quentita

the Hooverites.

& hend in their nupti
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hree are divorced. 1The re ave never knovm

joys of merried 1ife.

Of the various racial and r

, the Negroes end Filipinos ev Y » caplt
investment in marriage licenses t ax wviens the ‘

nearly 40% of the Ne ve at in the |
xposed themselves to the mar ! of 4§

Only 19 of t e |
cing the World War, 1 ‘
tion to se American veter ‘
Canadian Army, one in the Russian Army ‘
avy during the period of ¢ .
the Hooverite? br,
ed iv X3

memorials, the men most quallf

scteristics might well be described by

eporters as follows:

M

r. Hooverville, Seattle's cendidate for all-am

livion, shuffled lackadaisically u ne platform, and the tin

-
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osn quartet struck up

an enthus

Tomn
ton." Every inch a Noxc

wes born in North-

western Europe snd received

Now in his late 'forties, he

United States for twenty

in the State of

labor in the logging, minin

of

Seattle's sylvan hinter

occasional "spree" in the

ys in dQuration, he has beer

Jobless, propertyless , and savings s
to Hooverville in the 2 ma communi is
home..

"The careless e with which Mr. rville

ny serge coat and contras nim p was

judges, still studying ne

individuals of 1776."




CHAPTER V

THE HOOVERVILLE MANNEK OF LIFE.

PURSUIT

Hooverville is s

moreover, as &

developed peculiar

11y customs, recreational
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bject to the absolute veto of md alnce the/ 100A%
cimls function mainly as agents of de authoritl =
ments of local sutonomy are more epparent then .
In the spring of 1933, at the "su¢ " of city officilal
a group of one-hundred Hooverites held en open air © s to
clect & vigilante committee to attend to olic J
rounds end the settling of minor disputes betwe dents.

The city ultimatum had been that Hooverville el r t 1t
socisl pressure =s to san and o behavior or
dergo the fate of N 's Fome. Jw a e
to present possibilities of becoming a first-c n nce ir
e matter of health, fire snd petty crime; ity in-
tration felt no inclination to court the of concentrat

its forces on one small patch of waterf ont.

The observable results of the caucus were six Hooverites
bearing the title of "Committeeman"; two of these sudder s
were white, two were Negro, snd two were Filipino. FProport

esentation is evidently not a principl verv e -
itical economy. However, numericeally nt v

ave come to dominete local polities thro e sscendancy of

ative over I

en aggressive repres

This local Bismarc

ere co

came to Puget Sound,

scquired

stead of saddlehorns, h

yor® end a permenency of tenure t

",

erversion of democratic governmentel forms

nelities.

ions of power-hungry pe




Although city of

ts own policing,

ready to cooperate

police wagon or ambuler

rom the office of

of forces was demonstr

Hooverite, in the hei

stimulants,

by alcoho

blasphemous terms that

te neig

his ir

around his own tespee va

vigilante,

purging proclivities

against him, end dovn he

& wave of counter attaclk:

the “"secondary,

ooverville's mayor

s leader

coffee cup thrown by hi

turban-1ike head;

1y

tely

one-r




ishing the stronghold; by mornin,
of the weary fort mouldy

on the sandy terrs

moval of undes Pon

Rican entr

attended to

crowb

ing's work wi

a lusty young cockrel was

the extractive industries

economy,

e

lture

and

domes-—




tic hendicraft for e consumptic

extent, Over half the popul

charity, but

cover the daily chemi

the "bumming® of food fron

plays en important par

te. kets seem to be

meat, loaves of bread, potatoes,
a matter-of-fact manner that X

of bresd in one

cans of the larger

1shment; me

paper bags, piclking ur
spoiled vegetebles.

Of the 602 residents

51.5% it curre
y; 188 possess the ess c
atronsge; 86 rec commis

look forward eve:

ublic aid, or Who

without 1t, take

attitudes

day to dine

meet on $1.20 a

to the "bumming

s heavil:
£ e
es end meat

0;




stores. In Hooverville & r

eve,in his own mind at les

seems to act

to that of the best providers emong peoples

economy.

Those who help form the bre

blaints against the dlet

among these dissatisfactions center arour

The latter not only

tive effects upon the viscers o

cipation of nourishn

as to the poisonous qual
factoring out of home cook

breadline tables d

% la cartes brewed snd served

plaints sre that too long

o'clock

ner end breakfast

breadline so far from Hoov

on the long walk from the dining r

room.

Sea food furnishes a welcomed L

provi-

sions; several residents

constructed

hemselves or salvaged from

with these boats they are able to fish in the Soux

trout, end smaller fry.

e catches of the eight

who thus invest their spare time are usually shared v

snd neighbors. It is the common opinion, hovev

is not worth the effort it involves, since fish ser

easily be obtained in the merkets. Evidentl




values other than economic for

those who indulge.

The gathering and sale of paper and

105 Hooverites as a mesns of obtaining ce

luxuries of 1ife, such as tobscco, liguor,

icture shows.

Paper gathering is the most profitable of the "

ickup" enter-

prises; newspapers net 40¢ per 100

at the deslers; card-

board, 20¢ per 100 pounds. This

collected from
the alleys of the busi

ess distr

led home-made

carts and stored at home until enough accumulated

profitable a trip to merket. If

works steadl

and has

good sources for cerdboard boxes, he mey

several dollars

a week. One industrious Negro clains to have made

1.00 in

one weok by working night and day, but no one believes him.

The two-wheeled certs are used for purposes other

an paper
gathering; they have value in

ing of fuel end building
materials, both of W

ich must be transported from distences
verying from several blocks to several miles.

The collection of metals, bott!

rags does not gain

the popular approval of paper gathering.

the first place,

these materials are scarce, and secondly, th

is low. Copper brings 57 per pound; lead, 2

. Bottles are
hardly worth the trouble of carrying them to the junk dealers.

One Hooverite, a Filipino, earns a dollar or

so a week by col-
lecting 0ld strips of burlep and sewing them into sack form.
He pays 1¢ for three torn sacks and receives 13¢ epiece for

sewn sacks. He possesses &

e which he uses in his
work.

e EE——




overville. One resi

j1ture has been attempted

Ag)
dent cultivates a smell garden 10' by 20! every summer;
Another Hooverite

last

season he planted carrots end cucumbers.

e beside his shack.

carefully nursed & small patch of cabba

for crops were harvested by

Both ventures proved failures,

unknown reapers before full meturation.
tation in the commmn-

Poultry culture also

ves an egg

ity; one Filipino re

that he keeps in a pen at

three of the birds apvesr to be roosters, investigation into ‘

the matter of who is doing the work is narrowed down to four.

Formerly there were eight fowl; one Was kidnapped. Nov

owner brings his stock in the house every night.

touch with

A few of the more fortunate Hooverites X

incidentally earn

the economic currents of a lerg

h-

money for luxuries, by Working part-tire in downtown este

ning en occesional odd job.

ments at menial lsbor or by obt,

in a junk shop, another

One man vorks severasl days & weel
cleans up in a bakery at §$2.25 a week, snother works as shoe-
maker's helper seversl days a week, another is employed a few

hours a day in a fish market at 50/ a day, end enother washes

dishes in a restsurent at $9.00 a week and board. Four

Hooverites sell newspapers on downtown street co

of the Negroes is employed in a shoeshining stend on Saturdeys

ves his hoard and room 2s

and Sundays, end a Filipino rec

house. The latter. sccepts the

cook in a Filipino boardin

board, but waives the room to live with his Hooverville

N T T



friends. Five men gather c1£fs end ‘

a cord. One

saw them up for sale to fuel dealer

a packing company

man, a carpenter, ls under contract
o make boats for their use in Alasken fisheries; he is aided |
o turn out skiffs I

by a fellow Hooverite;

in his wor
eir workshop beside |

with striking regularity in their op

idents

ner 36 Hooverville r

their shack. There are

who have full or part-time work in the city.

at

An occasionsl 0dd job is obtaill

in making the right contacts; these sho

shoring, packing coal, washing windovs,

uck driv

garder

lawns, repairing fences,

and cleaning up in warehouses and merkets. One man "swamps

occasionally on the city gart gs" he may

odd job" in the

find. The number who claim an occa
city totals 40. An edditional seven men profess to be work-

longer-time jobs in the woods

ing "off and on all the time" o

or on the railrosds, and twelve more vere leaving for work

outside the ciby when interviewe

hoarded from the

Some of the Hooverites possess sevi

summ but they are justi-

seasonal labor of the preced
their finencial status. The life

fiedly reluctant to co
of one who is known to have & few dollars "in the sock" may
be worth as much as the life of one who is believed to be

summer of 1933

destitute, but less likely to endure. In

won $300.00 in a Chinese

one resident of Hooverville, who had

Jottery, was found murdered in his shack soon after his gembl-

B ———



ing success, and the money Vas not to

dent tells of his near demise at the T Ho

ho ard

ite

who thought that he

would-be murderer fled the scene after

victim with an axe. recovered fro

months in a Se

gashes in the back after m

The Negro who professes to

waste paper graphical

thugs who atte

ing to his story, one assailant was dropped

percut to the "gehnozzle" (a blow wh removed ‘

directed

an entire upper row of incisors) and ¢

rout. The Negro, sn ex-heavywe

set in a plaster caste as evidence of

five Hooverites admit the possession of savi

from relatives. |

confess receiving mon

non-commercial

Domestic manufactu

g built o

ried on every

ture and carts are being constructed, and

the time. Much of this ¢ activity

all

ed as recreation. Time d drag so heavil

something to do, end most of the

od to idleness. In the words of one I

do something. Either that o

one outlet for pent-up er

home another.
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Family

Family 1ife is practically non

There are only six marrie

pective relationships have been le

hat doubtful. The rest of

domestic companionship of

association with vomen might bet

heading of "hecreation" instead o

contacts are necessaril

siderations. Some of those who occasiona

sion of legel tender est small

sums in the more "economicsl" brothels of Now
and then "squews" from u ate resides"
at the homes popular Hooverites. When sober, these older
and less attractive "battleaxes" offer their services for
sums ranging from 10¢ to 35¢. Wt they are operl: tox-

of becoming

icated,or are presented with the

rite "All

cash is not necessary. In

you need to do is to wave s they'll ¢

e o

ed periods of

the run." A few residents have lived fo

hey picked up in box-

several weeks with "charity" g

cars or ten-cent atres.

migratory workers before th

situation, with only occasional contacts

sex during spree periods of "stake" s

of constant feminine associatior

ocial relationsk

normel




Homosexuality
scarce, but there

most of the "natives" would %

metizing relation

their

writer's favor after peremour,

1th me I'll treat

clared in all seriousness

mine back. I

always get my boys jobs and

somethin Another Hoover:

with me and 1'll hust

bring you chickens, pork chops, ors

te lad, turned out

Another Negro, vho had wooed and won a W

to be indeed a good provider, but inslsted

perform a few household dutles,

arose a domestic dl

1d sweer

dirt and rubbish, the

band" with a revolver and shot him.

luch of Hooverville sex drive find Con-
versstion runs heavily to sex in the forr 3
boasting, end wishful think: leny find vicarious

in reading Sne

v

rs, or




vomen in compenionship, if

men. Those who

totel 188, W

le 57 divide

Eight shenties house

shelters seven individus

love for company in stat

ULTIPLE DWELLING IN HOOVERVILLE

Grouping

Singles
Doubles
Triples
Quadruples

Quintets

<t o

Commercislized recre:

overites for port.

time, but they are

their recreational 1

spontaneous end "natural" pleasures suc s ing, walk

strolling, promenading, er

may or may mot involve the




loving, erc el ation, ¥ shopping, end dee
bre or viduel
The o 1 © on

of Occidental end

ission ymsic,

commnist lectures,

intensify the

possess the necessary d

half dozen theatres and

Leady Wniffleten kept her virtue

Buck Jones left any of

rescue the boss's 19-year-old d

entitle the sex

boverite

limbs at one of

"Sociel" 1i

reading, card-playing, "bull-fe
latter two pastimes

ity. The Hooveri

drunk. The consump

of brotherk

of cours
facilitates the rocess; an evening's s-
sion, begun on more or less an intellectual level may, with

stages.

at 504 a




Hooverville social n

£ household rout:

affords an outl

s 1s Nights" meet x desires on a

True Confessions" or

pe of magazine found in

verbal level. Or

the reading te

Hooverville homes is more ar

other elements of Seattle

literat is s -hend
The Hooverites spend a good proportion of the:
time puttering ebout their te ry re
cting furniture, sav reviood, ete.
From one of the Hooverites may be

eternally “"camping out," er

and midsummer vacationists e corner or

of our great o




o s P S¥erEtile
tudl, lrost ur 1 ty, friend-
ness, and } 6 In general, the verite easy
to approach, quick up conver al cues, ver
cager to share their humble fare with scquainte r s
rs who appear in need. O ns along at me e
s invited to parteke nd

coverite

ait

1lity end impe © cts heve not e
flowers of open, U ess 1 to- |
ward fellow ©
CHi cial bar-
imosity to 1in
ot actuelly £ 13.
r lage, sort-
shelter individuals of nt color; tv 1 th
ogroes, three nd four with Mex 8 s
the N
skidroad st th Negro res of
friendliness vere taken for 1

'Y



white be heard

although several believe the depres due to ux of
vert s
th desirabl a







out o

several octes

e

aAnd not

does




rugged individuslism

individual:

beceuse of

be to survive.

the industrial chameleon thet once vwooed tr

pay their wa

society. been shut off, but tr

hes been

on out. The

ites are "up against

predicament could have struck out

that outlet is no longer ava

in some other way

. Customary

and lodging houses, don't offer f

ants bi

neartedly provide the nourishr

bolic upkee

,. These men cannot move in W

reservations

full now. Nor ca

most interes

and uncerta

climste, sq

rrols

corner the best of

to men

arasitism may take

of




relief crumbs i

ng like

ley cats

back doors of symp

for calories" the Hooveri

their answ

of the

their own ¢

pattern

and carry on

of rugged



