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Seattle Arts Commission Monthly Meeting
Tuesday, October 14, 2025
4:00pm – 5:30pm
Hybrid (In-Person at ARTS Office - King Street Station 3rd Floor & Virtual on Zoom)
Zoom Information:
https://zoom.us/j/99305153250?pwd=SUxreHl0cHg5NUhHcXpzYjA5RzkwUT09
Meeting ID: 993 0515 3250
Passcode: 363657

Attendees
Commissioners in attendance: Kayla DeMonte, Holly Jacobson, Yoon Kang-O’Higgins, Avery Barnes, Ed King, Kate Nagle-Caraluzzo, Megan Kiskaddon Yolanda Spencer, Dhyana Garcia, Ed King, Jo Mikesell, Jack Nash, Vanessa Villalobos
Staff in attendance: Allie Lee, Pinky Estell, Kathy Hsieh 
Guests: Jeff Leisawitz, Scot Nelson
Meeting Minutes
Welcome / Call Meeting to Order – Kayla DeMonte, Holly Jacobson (4:00pm – 4:15pm)

· Holly called the meeting at 4:03pm
· Welcome Jack Nash, new Get Engaged member!
· Land acknowledgement and spotlight on Indigenous artist (Holly, Kathy) 
· Sterlin Harjo
· John Halliday (aka Coyote)
· Approval of minutes
· Ed moved to approve the July minutes. Megan seconded the motion. Approved.
· Public Comment:
· Scot Nelson gave public comment. Scot is a commissioner from the Seattle Disability Commission. Gave appreciation to SAC; they found the SAC info packet to be a wealth of information especially regarding the definition of a board vs. commission. Wanted to sit in on today’s meeting to learn more. Scot can be reached at Scot.Nelson.SDC@proton.me 
· Jeff Liesawitz gave public comment. Jeff recently received an arts grant from ARTS. Work is called “docutronica” and has an event in November at Northwest Film Forum.
 
Vote: 2026 Seattle Arts Commission Co-Chairs – Kayla DeMonte, Holly Jacobson (4:15pm – 4:30pm)

· Kayla and Holly are terming out at end of year; previously an ask was made to submit letters of interest for the vacant Co-chairs seats. 2 SAC members have stepped up to be the next Co-Chairs – Yoon Kang-O’Higgins and Megan Kiskaddon – and today SAC will vote.
· Co-Chairs transition will happen January 1, 2026.
· New co-chairs for committees will be announced in November.
· Ed moves to approve Megan and Yoon to be the new SAC Co-Chairs starting January 1, 2026. Kate seconded the motion. Approved. 

Review Budget Advocacy Plan – Kayla DeMonte, Holly Jacobson (4:30pm – 4:40pm)

· SAC Budget Response Letter & Councilmember meetings – Thank you for robust editing and comments. Next step is to coordinate mini teams to meet with Councilmembers. Build teams of 2-3. Hoping to have executive committee member to take lead on each team. Start thinking about which team you’d like to join – district, relationship, etc. Will put together one-sheeter for talking points. Also info in budget letter and speak from experience. 
· Pinky - Maybe consider including arts districts folks
· Ed – Indication in general how long each meeting will be?
· Kayla – Usually 15 or 30 minutes.
· Council Budget Schedule 

ARTS Director’s Report – Gülgün Kayim, Kelly Davidson (4:40pm – 4:55pm)

· Budget update – ARTS gave presentation to City Council on 9/30
· 3 items Mayor supported – Hope Corps, Cultural Planning process, and Graffiti Specialist position that reports to the Mayor’s Office
· Jo – When we meet with Councilmembers, it would be helpful to know how much admissions tax has diminished
· Gülgün – there is a % decrease we can share
· Kelly – at the request of SAC, we will also be providing a spreadsheet of grants by districts wide
· City of Literature – Seattle is UNESCO designated city of literature. We intend to leverage better in the future. Recently Gülgün went to City of Literature conference in Slovenia. In the cultural planning process, we will consider how to uplift focus on literacy, and civic literacy, freedom of speech for writers and journalists. We should think about how Seattle can reaffirm freedom of speech for those folks. It’s interesting we have the designation and not many know about it.

SAC Recruitment Update – Allie Lee (4:55pm – 5:05pm)
· We will have 4 SAC vacancies in 2026 and we are opening up applications in the next few days.
· Overview of new member recruitment process:
· Step 1: SAC vacancies are announced and application link is shared out with community.
· Step 2: SAC Executive Committee sets timeline and process for recruitment
· Step 3: ARTS gathers application materials of eligible applicants and sends to SAC for review.
· Step 4: SAC / SAC Exec Committee review applicants and recommend a slate of names for vacant seats (Mayoral, Council, and Commission seats). 
· For the Mayoral and Council seats, at least 2 names per seat should be recommended for Mayor and Council to consider
· Commission should decide how they would like to decide on the names to recommend (e.g., Executive Committee decides, whole Commission votes, etc.)
· Step 5: Conduct interviews with selected candidates from step 4. Interviewees include one SAC rep, one ARTS rep, and rep(s) from appointing authorities (Mayor, Council, or both). 
· Step 6: ARTS staff works with selected candidates to finalize appointment packets.
· Step 7: All Appointments get confirmed by Council.
· Applications will be open for a month; we are aiming for Spring 2026 confirmations.

Visit Seattle Presentation – Chris Woodward (5:05pm – 5:15pm)
· Visit Seattle introduction.
· Chris Woodward, Community Engagement Manager
· Presentation on Refract: The Seattle Glass Experience – a Visit Seattle partnership with Chihuly Garden and Glass 
· Leaning into October since it’s the cozy season before wet season
· Will celebrate the amazing glass artists who call the PNW home. Will bring together hundreds of arts organizations and artists to host events throughout the region. Event will take place every October and include live demos, art parties, tours, open studios, gallery shows, museum exhibitions, and more.
· 10/16-19, 2025. 7th year.
· Working with Northwest Tours so folks can be driven to places that are harder to access, like North Seattle, South Seattle, Everett, and Tacoma
· Shared images, swag, and press coverage. 
· Shared 2025 Visit Seattle program at-a-glance 
· Ask to SAC is to be curious about the program and spread the word
· Please email Chris at cwoodward@visitseattle.org regarding Refract or anything tourism-wise

Announcements/Closing – All (5:15pm – 5:20pm)

· Megan - Arts industry pickle ball at On the Boards, Oct 21, 3-7pm. Please RSVP.
· Allie - November SAC meeting time is changed to 11/4 (T) 4-5pm. Calendar invite has been updated.
· Holly - December SAC meeting will be in-person; considering Path with Art for location
· Ed - Pottery Northwest is moving to SLU! 
· Ed - Pottery Northwest is hosting an arts leaders day of clay, will send out details soon!
· Ed- Pottery Northwest is hiring an education manager
· Jo - Shunpike will have annual ACES event, 10/17- 11/8 
· Vanessa - Seattle Latino Film Festival 
· Vanessa - There is a lot going on in our neighborhoods. Reach out to artists who are not on the rosters, let’s make it more inclusive with funding.
· Kayla - Citizen University is hiring Program Manager position 
· Holly - Path with Art, make art with us on 10/23 - Art After Hours 6-8pm
· Dhyana - The Seattle Butoh Festival

Meeting adjourned at 5:24pm.
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