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Seattle Arts Commission Monthly Meeting
Tuesday, May 12, 2026
4:00pm – 5:00pm
Hybrid (In-Person at ARTS Office - King Street Station 3rd Floor & Virtual on Zoom)
Zoom Information:
https://zoom.us/j/99305153250?pwd=SUxreHl0cHg5NUhHcXpzYjA5RzkwUT09
Meeting ID: 993 0515 3250
Passcode: 363657


Attendees
Commissioners in attendance: Megan Kiskaddon, Yoon Kang-O’Higgins, Anne Shukla, Ray Yang, Mariana Martinez, Yolanda Spencer, Jack Nash, Linda Lowry, Ed King, Dhyana Garcia, Kate Nagle-Caraluzzo, Ricky Graboski, Vanessa Villalobos
Staff in attendance: Allie Lee, Jason Huff, Kelly Davidson, Kathy Hsieh
Guests in attendance: Slip Stitch, Aliyanda

Meeting Minutes

Welcome / Call Meeting to Order – Megan Kiskaddon, Yoon Kang-O’Higgins (4:00pm – 4:15pm)

· Welcome new commissioners
· Mariana Martinez
· Ray Yang
· Anne Shukla
· Tera Beach (absent)
· Round robin introductions
· April 2026 Minutes Approval – All SAC, Action Item
· Ed made a motion to approve April meeting minutes. Kate seconded the motion. Approved.
· Indigenous Artist Shareout
· Ben Brockie 
· Public Comment 
· No public comment. 


Public Art Deaccession and Gift – Jason Huff (4:15pm – 4:25pm)

· George Legrady Deaccession – All SAC, Action Item
· Review materials sent out prior to meeting via email.
· Making Visible the Invisible was commissioned in 2005 for Central Library (SPL), a data visualization artwork made with data from the library
· Work includes a server, three computers, six LCD screens and has a ten-year lifespan – currently artwork is not functioning, CPU replaced by SPL in 2010s, and there are no 1% or conservation funds available to replace. 
· There are security concerns
· We are working with City surplus department on remaining computer materials 
· Public Art staff recommendation
· Deaccession due to security, condition, issue of conservation
· OAC will work with City surplus to sell CPUs to artist
· SPL working with artist to provide access to data
· Yolanda made a motion to approve the deaccession of George Legrady’s artwork. Vanessa seconded the motion. Approved. 
· Update to OAC gift policy
· SAC approved Gifts Policy in February 2026, but needs to update again due to recent requests:
· Maintenance review by office
· 20-year maintenance fund
· Stamped engineer drawings
· Deaccession and possible return of gift
· Changing endowment to “maintenance fund”
· Vanessa – What is an idea of how much to maintain an art piece?
· Jason – It varies; everything needs repair, need to do general upkeep, regardless of material, there is a process of maintenance for all artworks for prevention. A couple hundred to 30k to repair a piece.
· Yoon – Has PAAC already voted on this?
· Jason – Yes
· Yolanda made a motion to approve the amendment to the OAC Gift Policy. Ricky seconded the motion. Approved. 

OAC Director’s Report – Kelly Davidson (4:25pm – 4:30pm)

· Budget update
· Video of Mayor and Budget Director discussing budget challenges and choices
· OAC budget requests get proposed/submitted in June; Commission generally sends their budget priorities letter to the mayor around this time.
· Mayor needs to send Council a balanced budget, will be good for building sustainability in our programs
· We are in communication with other departments on impacts, such as one time admissions tax funding going to other departments that are funded with general fund 
· Over the summer months CBO collects all information from departments, asks clarifying questions, then the budget goes to the mayor. The mayor proposes her budget in September, then it goes to Council for consideration and adoption.
· Arts Commission will be kept updated over the budget cycle. 
· Other office updates
· Tomorrow Georgetown Cultural District and Columbia City/Hillman City Cultural District designation hearing + presentation – Kelly Davidson and Pinky Estell will present.
· Amy’s oath ceremony is scheduled for May 21.


Co-Chairs’ Report – Megan Kiskaddon, Yoon Kang O’Higgins (4:30pm – 4:50pm)

· Commission’s annual work retreat is scheduled for June 12 1-5pm at Office of Arts & Culture. A calendar invite has been sent out. Lunch will be served so please send your dietary restrictions to Allie Lee. Retreat goals include:
· We have a contract with Inspire WA through the end of 2026 to support the commission with advocacy and policy training. We want to use what we learn to create the commission’s high-level goals during this retreat.
· Skill building
· Training us up to get message across effectively; aligning with OAC and mayor’s priorities
· Preparation for meeting with Councilmembers
· Will follow up via email about retreat details 
· SAC budget priorities letter to the mayor
· A draft has started. Topics include:
· Retaining ad tax allocation for OAC
· Keep arts grants at pace with inflation
· Reaffirm arts as civic infrastructure and align with mayor’s priorities 
· Connection with Music and Film Commissioners
· Co-Chairs met with Music Commission Chair about strengthening our voice for sector 
· Organizing a meet-and-greet on 6/4 to get to know each other and strengthen voice
· Kelly – Specifically on how the commissions might be able to work together on issues of creative economy 


Announcements/Closing – All (4:55pm – 5:00pm)

· Cultural Futures tour, Inspire WA 


Meeting adjourned at 5pm.
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