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Seattle Arts Commission Monthly Meeting
Tuesday, June 9, 2026
4:00pm – 5:00pm
Hybrid (In-Person at ARTS Office - King Street Station 3rd Floor & Virtual on Zoom)
Zoom Link
Meeting ID: 993 0515 3250
Passcode: 363657

Attendees
Commissioners in attendance: Megan Kiskaddon, Yoon Kang-O’Higgins, Anne Shukla, Ray Yang, Yolanda Spencer, Linda Lowry, Ed King, Tera Beach, Jack Nash, Kate Nagle-Caraluzzo, Vanessa Villalobos, Jo Mikesell, Dhyana Garcia, Mariana Martinez
Staff in attendance: Amy Nguyen, Kelly Davidson, Kathy Hsieh, Allie Lee, Jason Huff, Ashraf Hasham
Guests in attendance: Lara Seefeldt, Randy Engstrom

Meeting Minutes

Welcome / Call Meeting to Order – Megan Kiskaddon, Yoon Kang-O’Higgins (4:00pm – 4:10pm)

· May 2026 Minutes Approval – All SAC, Action Item
· Ed makes motion to approve May minutes. Yolanda seconded the motion. Approved. 
· Indigenous Artist Shareout (Yolanda Spencer)
· Eileen Jimenez, printmaking and mixed media artist
· Public Comment 
· No public comment.

OAC Director’s Report – Amy Nguyen (4:10pm – 4:20pm)

· World Cup activation pieces are coming together and happening. We have 80+ activations happening around town this summer
· Kudos to our Public Art team for leading the partnership with Seattle Department of Transportation and Seattle Symphony to transform the Symphony Block around Benaroya Hall into an active, multisensory public art space. 
· First Thursday success on 6/4 – Approximately 1000 people came into the Arts at King Street Station gallery space and an estimated total of 2000 people came through the King Street Station Plaza activations. The mayor was also in attendance and engaged with the artists. 
· OAC along with other City departments are submitting budget for the next 2 years.
· Amy will be swearing in on 6/12 (F) 11am at City Hall Bertha Knight Landes room with 5 other new directors.

Co-Chairs’ Report – Megan Kiskaddon, Yoon Kang O’Higgins (4:20pm – 4:30pm)

· SAC budget priorities letter to the mayor
· Thank you commissioners for actively editing together
· Succinctness and specificity were common feedback
· Co-Chairs will send out version with feedback incorporated
· SAC annual work retreat preparation
· Retreat will take place in person only on 6/12 (F) at King Street Station 3rd Floor
· Doors open for lunch at 12:45pm, will get into agenda promptly at 1pm
· Review of retreat goals and agenda. Allie to send out final agenda and details/homework tomorrow morning.

Community Connections - Seattle Center Acting Director Randy Engstrom (4:30pm – 4:55pm)

· Round robin introductions
· Presentation prompt from SAC Co-Chairs – Themes from transition committee, where are things now, reflections from OAC and SAC over time, role of advocacy in this cultural landscape.
· Presentation and Q&A
· Randy thanked commissioners and community for showing up at and hosting the transition committee meetings. Then gave an overview and presentation of his career in the arts and culture sector as a Seattle Arts Commissioner, cultural organization leader, Director of OAC, and his national advocacy work after leaving OAC.  
· Yoon - Where was the 15% allocated to before it was reallocated to art and culture?
· Kelly - General fund. There are multiple lines of tax revenues that make up general fund and admissions tax was one before getting assigned to OAC.
· Ed - Sounds like the stadium admissions tax issue is a pipe dream. What needs to be implemented to trigger a change? Why can’t this be a wand wave? Truly asking.
· Randy – Top recommendation, not a pipe dream. Multi-jurisdictional issue. Doable because it’s decision makers making the decision. Commissioners should do the advocacy work.
· Megan - There is state policy hurdle to jump. Need a thoughtful approach.
· Amy – Randy, why didn’t you engage in the stadium admissions tax issue previously? I am seeing doors shut as I ask questions. What were the previous barriers?
· Randy - Political will and previous admins didn’t want to touch it. The City needs to prioritize as their state legislative agenda. It’s also hard to find documentation.
· Kathy – Administratively Doors Open took 20 years to galvanize community – it takes specific committee, partnership with entities at stake, and a dedicated task force. This is a longer term thing but I do think it’s possible. 
· Randy – Policy change is usually not fast
· Jack – From your time on the Seattle Arts Commission and Director of OAC, what are ways or techniques of how the Commission has been effective with pushing policy?
· Randy - Clarity of goals and strength of relationships, positive relations with councilmembers who are arts advocates, and concise/doable goals/action items. 100% admissions tax to arts and culture and Creative Advantage were results of such advocacy.

Announcements/Closing – All (4:55pm – 5:00pm)

· Kathy – Duwamish Tribe Frybread Class w/Chairwoman Cecile 
· Kathy - 2026 Indian Days Powwow
· Yoon – Indigiqueer Festival
· Kathy – OAC has had a dramatic increase in applications across all of our grant programs this year, so the investment of time across our many grants team staff has been significant. And with the school year ending this month, our Creative Advantage and youth-focused staff have been wrapping up all of the work accomplished this recent school year. These programs don't have the big visibility of an event, but serve many artists, people, cultural workers and organizations throughout the year day in and day out.
· Dhyana - A guided sound journey to rest and reset the nervous system 
· Yolanda - Indigenous Art Market
· Ed – Pottery Northwest Workshop – A Frida Inspired Mask Workshop
· Anne - Maybe for another time - I'm curious about opportunities to support arts & culture at Seattle Center. Are there needs you are seeing and/or an advocacy role for SAC?
· Lara - Summer Concerts on Capitol Hill 


Meeting adjourned at 5pm.
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