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Sustainable Lawn Care Practices 



“A sustainable landscape is a planned and 
managed system of green spaces, 
greenways, recreational lands, parks in 
combination with natural lands that offer 
benefits of water conservation, filtration 
and adsorption, as well as air particle 
removal and heat relief. Sustainable 
landscapes also contribute to the health 
and quality of life to people, communities 
and entire countries”. – Ronald G. Dodson 



THE FACTS: 



There are 

58 million 

lawns in the 
United 
States 



Over  

$30 
Billion 

dollars are 
spent on 
lawn care 
each year 



3 

3 Million tons  

of chemical 
fertilizers  
are spread  
on lawns  
each year 



80 million pounds of pesticides are applied 



7 Billion 

gallons 
of  water  
are used  
every day 

for  
residential 
irrigation 



17 Million gallons of gasoline are 

spilled annually filling lawn mowers 



5-10% of the nation’s  

air pollution is produced  
by gas lawn equipment 



It is no 
wonder  

that 
lawns get 

no 
respect 



WHAT IS THE SOLUTION? 



Rock Lawns 



Vegetable Gardens? 



Clean Air Lawn Care is 

changing the way America 
mows & feeds our lawns 



 Lawns are a fantastic play area for children & pets 

 

 Lawns help to remove CO2 from the atmosphere 

    

 Lawns cool the air and reduce ambient 
temperature 

     

 Lawns remove  dust, pollutants and particulate             
matter from the air and water (up to 12 million  

    tons per year) 

 Lawns significantly reduce noise pollution in 
urban areas 

 



Top 10 
things you can do to 
eliminate the  damage 
that traditional lawn 
care practices have on 
the environment.  



1. Educate customers 

on reducing the size of their lawns 



2. Grow the right Grass 
 





3.Get a  

Soil Test 





4. Water  infrequently  and  deeply 



• Water only in the early AM 1-2 x per week 
• Adjust & Align Sprinklers 
• Install Smart Controllers & Rain Sensors 
• Use  local rebates for replacing old heads 
• Turn it OFF when it rains 
 



5. Mow Smart 



Mow higher 

& 
Leave the      
clippings on  
the  lawn 



Benefits of Mulch mowing 

• Leaving grass clippings on the lawn returns nitrogen  
  and other nutrients back to the soil. 
  
• Conserves landfill  
  space and the  
  energy to haul it  there. 
 
• Reduces water pollution  
  by allowing you  
  to use up to 50% less  
  fertilizer 



Compacted Soil& Low Nitrogen levels 

Before 



Compacted Soil& Low Nitrogen levels 

     After 



6. GO Electric 

www.cleanairlawncare.com 



 
 
 

•Electric lawn mowers emit 3,300   
times less hydrocarbons 
 
• Electric lawn mowers emit 5,000 
times less CO2  
 
•Electric lawn mowers emit one-fifth 
as much NO2 as gas lawn mowers 

Electric vs. Gas 





7. Try a kinder  

      & gentler  
      approach to pests 



Sustainable Lawn Care Practices: 

 Mow taller: 2 – 3” on rye/fescue, 1 - 1 ½” on bentgrass 

 Mulch mow 
 Soil test 
 Fertilize with organic products (when needed) 
 Proper irrigation practices 
 Lawn renovations 

  

Use an IPM approach:  
Monitor, use Cultural Controls, Biological Controls, Physical Controls 

 

Organic Fertilizers, Soil Amendments & compost topdressing will 

add microbial life back into the soil which strengthen the grass and 
fight disease 
 



Top 10 Sustainable Lawn Care  Tips 

8. STOP USING TOXIC PESTICIDES 



Read your weeds… 

Compacted soils often have annual bluegrass, plantain,    
goose grass and can mean you need to Aerate the lawn 
   
 
 
Clover can mean your soil has Low Nitrogen 
 
 
 
Lots of Dandelions might mean you need less Calcium 
and more Magnesium 



9.Eliminate  

    Chemical 
    Fertilizers 



Chemical fertilizers disrupt the nutrient balance in the soil, accelerate turf growth, 
increase the need for mowing and contribute to thatch buildup. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Synthetic fertilizers create salt buildup in the soil and inhibit the grasses ability to 
take up water  
 
 
Because of the extremely high levels of Nitrogen, Phosphorus and Potassium in 
synthetic fertilizers much of it completely misses the plant and ends up running into 
groundwater, eventually poisoning our rivers, lakes and streams. 
 
 
 
 

Chemical Fertilizer Facts: 



10. Feed the soil not the plant 



It takes 

500 years 

to form an inch  
of topsoil 



 
 
 

 Provides natural food for beneficial soil microorganisms 

   Slow release fertilizers break down slowly into the soil,  
   work with the natural cycle of the grass 
   and release their nutrients gently over time 

  

  Encourage deep root development to help reduce watering requirements 

 Provide grasses with better drought tolerance saving water,  
 improve disease resistance and provide greater nutrient uptake 
 

Benefits of Organic Fertilizers 





Clean Air Lawn Care’s goal is to create and maintain beautiful lawns using 
earth-friendly and family-healthy methods. Our lawn care treatment program 
integrates the use of organic fertilizers, organic pre-emergent weed control, 
and micro-organism soil builders. Customize your treatment program with a 
la carte services from our Localize option that allow us to cater to local 
environmental factors and unique conditions specific to your lawn. 
 
Our chemical competitors (TruGreen, Lawn Doctor, Scotts, WeedMan, etc) 
use chemical based fertilizers that are harmful to pets and children. Come 
clean with Clean Air Lawn Care’s safe, healthy, organic lawn care program. 

 
 
 
 
Other chemical competitors  use chemical based fertilizers that are harmful 
to pets, children and our environment.  

Clean Air Lawn Care’s goal is to create and maintain beautiful lawns 

using earth-friendly and family-healthy methods.  

Our lawn care treatment programs integrate the use of  organic fertilizers,  

Organic Pre-emergent weed control, and Micro-Organism Soil Builders. 



Organic Lawn Treatment examples… 
 - heavily compacted soil  
 - low nitrogen  
 - heavy thatch 



3 weeks after 

      Aeration,  

Compost  

          Topdressing,  

organic Fertilization  

                    & Overseeding  



Before 



After 



Compacted Soil& Low Nitrogen levels 

Before 



 Aeration & Worm Casting Tea 

After 



Compacted Soil& Low Nitrogen levels 

Before 



After 



21 Acres.org 



1% for the Bees! 



www.cleanairlawncare.com 

2011 Clean Air Lawn Care reduced over 135,237 pounds of air pollution 
using emission-free equipment 


