LONGFELLOW CREEK NATURAL DRAINAGE SYSTEM (NDS) PROJECT

IMPROVING OUR COMMUNITIES

with Natural Drainage Systems (NDS)
and Pedestrian Improvements

What are Natural Drainage Systems?

When it rains in the Delridge and Westwood neighborhoods, pollution
from our streets runs into Longfellow Creek untreated. This is not
healthy for the creek or for people. The good news is: there is
something we can do.

Natural Drainage Systems consist of shallow depressions built in the
roadway shoulder (the space between the street edge and the property
line) and are filled with deep-rooted plants and spongy soils that
temporarily hold and clean polluted stormwater from streets. These

features capture and clean pollutants before they can reach Longfellow
Creek.

Seattle Public Utilities (SPU) is planning to build natural drainage systems in
vour neighborhood in 2022. We are partnering with Seattle Department of

Transportation (SDOT), Office of Arts & Culture 1% for the arts, and King County
Flood Control District.

Community benefits

Natural Drainage Systems offer multiple benefits to local
neighborhoods and ecosystems, including:

Increased landscaping

Lower risk of flooding

Creation of habitat along our streets
Healthier creek ecosystems

Traffic calming

More street trees

Pedestrian improvements
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WHAT TO EXPECT

How a typical NDS planting installation

BEFORE

NEWLY PLANTED

GROWING

MATURE
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LONGFELLOW CREEK PATH

Potential NDS and Pathway Improvements
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LONGFELLOW CREEK PATH
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