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PREFACE 

The 2011 Edition City of Seattle Standard Plans for Municipal Construction (henceforth referred to as the 
“2011 Standard Plans”) have been prepared by Seattle Public Utilities in cooperation with the Department of 
Finance and Administrative Services, Seattle Department of Transportation, Seattle Parks and Recreation, 
Seattle City Light, and the Seattle Center.  These Plans have been coordinated with the 2011 Edition City of 
Seattle Standard Specifications. 

The 2011 Standard Plans apply whenever any public or private construction is performed within the 
Rights-of-Way of the City of Seattle including work performed by private parties at their own expense under 
authority granted by ordinance of the City Council or by permit of the SDOT Street Use section.  The 2011 
Standard Plans are designed to be used in conjunction with the 2011 Standard Specifications for Road, Bridge 
and Municipal Construction.  Each individual 2011 Standard Plan has a reference located in the bottom left corner 
to the applicable 2011 Standard Specifications section(s) located in the bottom left corner. 

For the convenience of our users, 2011 Standard Plans that are new or have been revised from the 2008 
Edition Standard Plans are identified in the Table of Contents with bold text and a vertical bar along the outside 
page margin. Also, a revision date is located in the upper right corner of each individual Standard Plan to alert the 
reader to a Standard Plan that is new or has been recently revised. 

Despite considerable efforts to produce 1) a completely error-free document, 2) a document consistent 
with the 2011 Standard Specifications, and 3) a web version of this document, some mistakes and 
inconsistencies among the versions seem to defy detection until after publication.  If you discover errors in this 
document or inconsistencies between or among the versions please bring them to our attention by contacting the 
City’s Construction Standards Engineer at the following web address:  

http://www.seattle.gov/util/Engineering/Standard_Plans_&_Specs 

If conflicts are discovered between this hard copy version of the 2011 Standard Plans and any other 
version, this hard copy shall take precedence.  If conflicts are discovered between this hard copy of the 2011 
Standard Plans and any version of the 2011 Standard Specifications, the hard copy of the 2011 Standard 
Specifications shall take precedence. 

Our sincere thanks and appreciation to all the individuals who participated in the effort of producing the 
2011 Edition of our Standard Plans, and to the many City Departments for agreeing to standardize similar 
constructions.  In particular, thanks to the following City-wide Standards Committee members who along with their 
various stakeholders shouldered most of the work in authoring and reviewing changes, coordinating among their 
departments’ subject matter experts, meeting deadlines, and cooperatively resolving inconsistencies within and 
between the Standard Specifications and the Standard Plans: 

Department of Financial and Administrative Services: Maura Donoghue, Thuy Hong and Nancy Locke 
Seattle Public Utilities: Dennis Hess, Jason Miller, Jeff Fowler, Liz Anderson and Steve Read 
Seattle Department of Transportation: Mike Moderie, Greg Izzo and Doug Stanley 
Seattle Parks and Recreation: Rebecca Rufin 
Seattle City Light: Mike Nordin 
Seattle Center: Bonnie Pendergrass 
Seattle Law Department: Bill McGillin 
Additional thanks to Dean Huber, Dean Noble, Shohreh Shahabian, David Hildahl, Joshua Jones, Jason 

Graham, Charlie Beck, Leonardo Asuan and Chang-Chi Hwang of the Seattle Public Utilities’ Project Support 
Division for their excellent work in preparing the 2011 Standard Plans.  

The hardcopy version of this document is available at the Department of Finance and Administrative 
Services Treasury Services cashier counter located in the Seattle Municipal Tower, 700 Fifth Avenue, Suite 4200, 
Seattle, Washington 98104, 206-684-5214.  The web version of the 2011 Standard Specifications and 2011 
Standard Plans can be viewed and downloaded in pdf format at the web address listed above.  

This preface is for informational purposes only and is not to be used to interpret or affect the terms of the 
Contract between the City of Seattle as the Contracting Agency and the Contractor. 

  

 Randy Earlywine, P.E. Brian Patton, P.E. 
 City Construction Standards Engineer Director   

Construction Management Division Project Support Division 
Seattle Public Utilities Seattle Public Utilities 
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Vertical Datums within the City of Seattle:  

The National Geodetic Survey (NGS) Benchmark 944 7130 TIDAL 7 PID SY0289 is a 

disk set 3.0 feet above the concrete sidewalk in the SW granite cornerstone of the 

National Building located on the NE corner of the intersection of the Western 

Avenue and Madison Street, Seattle, Washington. 

 

The following elevations are values for that benchmark in different datums.  

NAVD 88 = 19.26 feet 

NGVD 29 = 15.67 feet 

King Co & Metro = 115.67 

Obsolete COS Datum = 9.54 feet 

USACOE = 22.51 feet 

MLLW = 21.59 feet 

 

NAVD88 = The North American Vertical Datum of 1988 (Official City of 

Seattle Datum per Ordinance #121291 of October 9, 2003) 

NGVD 29 = The National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929  

King Co & Metro = Add 100 feet to NGVD 29 

Obsolete COS = The Old City of Seattle Elevation. Plans, profiles and records 

prior to 2004 use this datum. Add 9.7 feet to this datum to get to NAVD88.  

USACOE = US Army Corps of Engineers Lake Washington & Lake Union 

Datum 

MLLW = Mean Lower Low Water Datum (TIDAL EPOCH 1983 TO 2001)  

NOTES 

1. Tidal elevations vary according to tidal observations in 18 year epochs.  

2. The Old (Obsolete) City of Seattle Datum varies between 9.1 and 9.9 feet 

below NAVD88 depending on the location in the City. The difference 

between these two datums must be ascertained from field observations in 

each specific area. Add approximately 9.7 feet to the old COS Datum to get 

to the NAVD elevation. 






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































