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Misunderstandings about tree roots have resulted in 
the loss of many valuable trees not readily replaced 
in our lifetimes. 













 Root loss upsets the root:crown balance. 

 

 The more roots cut, the greater the potential harm. 

 

 Branch death and dieback are common symptoms. 

 

 Symptoms may be immediate, or may take a few 
years to be evident. 

 

 An ounce of prevention is worth a ton of cure. 





Autumn crocus ‘Waterlily’ 



































New roots grow from a 
clean cut 

No new growth from frayed 
ends of damaged roots 



Their roots occupy the same soil spaces. 
 
They come from inherently different ecological 

conditions.  Over the long term, one or the 
other will lose out when they are placed too 
close together.  

















Fragaria ‘Pink Panda’ 







 Minimize root disturbance. 

 Minimize soil and moisture changes. 

 Match plants to habitat beneath the trees. 

 Use smaller nursery stock to minimize digging. 

 Plant in the fall. 

 Use coarse organic mulch. 

 Use surface-laid drip style irrigation lines during 
establishment of new plants. 





 


