
Magnolia Bridge Project Goals
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Community and Design Advisory Group input helped 
SDOT create the following project goals.
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Preferred Alignment — Alternative A

The new Magnolia Bridge route shown in orange, with the existing bridge in the background photograph.



www.seattle.gov/transportation/magbridgereplace.htm   |  10-07

Lane Confi guration for New Magnolia Bridge
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Bridge Structure Segments

The Magnolia Bridge has four structure segments used for bridge design work. These four color-coded segments group portions 
of the bridge with similar design characteristics in order to help the design team identify the best structure type for each segment.
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Existing Bridge Structure

Mainline Structure
Looking north from Alaskan Way W

A photo simulation of how the new Magnolia Bridge will look 
(Precast Concrete Box Girder) 

Existing Bridge Structure

A photo simulation of how the new Magnolia Bridge will look 
(Haunched Cast-in-Place Concrete Box Girder) 

15th Avenue W 
Overcrossing Structure
Looking north from 15th Avenue W
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Magnolia Bluff Structure
Looking north from Smith Cove Park

A photo simulation of how the new Magnolia Bridge will look 
(Haunched Cast-in-Place Concrete Box Girder)

23rd Avenue Ramps Structure
Looking northeast from Smith Cove Park

A photo simulation of how the new Magnolia Bridge will look 
[Haunched Cast-in-Place Concrete Box Girder (Main Structure); 
Precast Concrete Box Girder (Ramp Structure)]

Existing Bridge Structure Existing Bridge Structure
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After selecting the bridge column and 
structure types for the new Magnolia 
Bridge, SDOT turned its attention to more 
detailed design elements. The project team 
identifi ed several options for each of 
the following:

• Street and pedestrian lighting
• Railings
• Pedestrian viewpoints facing south
• Column treatments
• Pedestrian pathways and sidewalks
• Bicycle connections

The Design Advisory Group recommended 
that design elements refl ect a maritime, 
modern theme to best fi t with the bridge’s 
location.

Selecting Design Features for the New Magnolia Bridge
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Near bridge overlook areas, the sidewalk 
may include different textures and artistic 
elements to enhance overall design

Steel tube railing and a concrete 
half-wall will border the bridge’s 
sidewalk

Street and pedestrian lighting

Column treatments Wall treatments will look like vertical ropes, suggesting maritme activities

Lighting, Railing, Sidewalks & Wall Treatments
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Proposed Overlook Features Facing South

View analysis Proposed overlook design

Potential overlook locations
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Proposed pedestrian path on east end of bridge

Pedestrian Path & Bicycle Connections

Photo simulation of pedestrian path connection to bridge
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Potential Temporary Routes During Construction

The above are possible construction detour designs. The contractor and SDOT will determine the best detour route when construction begins.
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Potential Temporary Routes During Construction

The above is a possible construction detour design. The contractor and 
SDOT will determine the best detour route when construction begins.



www.seattle.gov/transportation/magbridgereplace.htm   |  10-07

Revised 2007 Project Cost Estimate: $262 million
• Includes design, right-of-way, and construction costs
• Assumes construction starts in 2009 
• Cost will likely increase if construction is delayed

SDOT has not yet secured construction funding
• SDOT continues to pursue a blend of sources: 

Federal funding, grants, and other local and regional opportunities
• SDOT anticipates a funding delay of 5 years (or more)

Next Steps
• SDOT will hold design work at the 50 percent level until the City secures 

funding (to avoid having to redo work if future conditions change)
• SDOT will continue to coordinate with the Port of Seattle about:

 Northbay development
 Emergency detour routes
 Cruise ship terminal planning
 Other topics related to the bridge

Next Steps: Project Planning & Funding


