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Effective Strategies 
Hotspot Factors: 
• Main arterial roads, presence of commercial lots, multi-family housing, and higher spatial concentration of 
disorder calls have been shown to be associated (across several studies) with increased incidence of auto theft. 
• Where vehicles are more available (along streets) and people are transitory, there are generally higher 
concentrations of auto theft (especially relevant for areas around major transit hubs). 
• Hotspots for stolen locations and dump locations are not always distinct. 
• Thefts are more common at night (after 5pm) due to decreased visibility/guardianship. 

CPTED Factors: 
• CCTV-Modest effect for auto theft, little support for prevention of violent crime. 
• Lighting improvements in poorly-lit or obscured parking garages has a measurable impact upon motor vehicle 
theft and perceptions of safety. 
• Anti-theft devices can be a useful deterrent for vulnerable vehicle types (older Japanese models). 
• CPTED changes to vehicles (improved anti-theft measures) can spatially shift incidence of auto theft (Canadian 
study of Vancouver demonstrated that law-mandated improvements to new automobiles made wealthier areas 
of the city less appealing to auto thieves, so they shifted to poorer zip codes). 
• Parking garage owners/developers should invest in steps to make their structures more visible, bright, and open 
to prevent theft. 
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Summary as of 4/28/20:
16% (390) increase overall. 18% (213) increase for argument, disturbance (no 
arrest). 16% (90) increase for assault (arrest mandatory). 25% (43) increase for 
arrest discretionary. 26% (45) increase for enforce court order (arrest mandated).   

Heightened call times: 1700-2100 hours, with the highest call volume on Sundays. 
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