Will Seattle Be Proud

u

Of lts New City Hall?

As A Reflection of The City's Culture Present
Design Inadequate; Plans Should Be Changed
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Tt iz said that architecture fa a reflectlon of Ila

hopas ink
I that sur posterity may th
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. . . New City Hall

newly proposed City Hall (and Carage) ls offersd for

those Wwho cATE.
Perhaps &3

reflection of our Clty Govearnment 7

{t siands, the deslgn Is actually a

However, there

are many who feel that 2" City Hall should represent
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ARCHITECTS SRETCH FEOM Fourfih & JAMES

the pinnacle of = eity's cul-
jure and be the fin=et podsibls
archlteclure. bt Soamiile pr-
ehllects ape among Lhess,
Berl Shanld e Baoghi
When & bullding a1 jmport-
ant oz & City Hall Is o Tba
bill, the beat falenl svailable
should be preveilad u ta
do the srchilecture, 1lnis
case, Lhe arehitecls were G-
bectad sx o resull of a mis-
dipeeied call for bids for &
wogeknge” offar including de-
sign, oonaindction, #n fi-
nancing. Thils woold have
gircumvenied the usual com-
plicalipns and intricacles of
potsiming public spproval,
The Tnunt dmfn. va
ducpd ln Texas, 15 ltile
changed trom that considered
fogt likely in the sarlier eall

A mroper srchiteciural come-
p:l.llsﬂﬁﬂwnu}d hatve Allowed
muf.‘!l more iilent o have
parilcipaled, wnd resulisd In
the best poasible bullding.
The meansd of selecting the
prehilect  would ales  hevs
been & evures af edvie ride,
Apporenily, [he erighnal de-
pign packuge In pgein nffared
ao It will be unwrapped o lii-
ile In the hope af fsvorably
influsncing the finel pendlt,

iL [ comferilng lo know
that majer werks of wrt will
be commigsbonsd and thal ihe
Arl Commitiion will be oou-
siilied l:"t:g E rﬂ,mﬂtd“ -
tlans re g Lig mr £
pural plans ars beld 1o be Lhe
function of Lhe Cily Caunell
alone. An evaluslon such af
wauald faka place In & som
Lenl archilest's -m‘l':-;:l ks

ellpsinury #ta B,
ﬁﬁn: In Lhe publle lolerest,

The flrst Im lon of Lhe
enly wkeizsh lch hes Been
ghowa b ¢re of & socnewhal
samplieated but quita ordi-
rury combination of build-

inge, ere G litlle io dis-
in it from any olhef
affice bullding of ten years

wgo, Howevir, it 1 fall (hat

the quelity of deslgn dods Bal

cornn up ko the shasr elegance

and luxurious aflsiresi space
SRR R [ ER

new Waghinglon Bug!dln&
the direct honeity and simp
prilons of the naw Logaan
mildl nog Lhe goocd maar-
ing [rectness of the new
City Lipht :E!.u.l'lding, TL this is
rrue ckn 5t ihen he "R mosl
attrecilve buliding of which
ihe Clty can be proud]” Dass
anyone belleve that it equals
tha gunlliy of any of our -
cent high bulldings?

(Jroan MMistaske

In lsestlng the maln office
block, (hers appears (o be a

oRi mibElakes inl.ﬂl_'lni |::|‘|I|"|I|.-t|iiI
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Fu!urlh Avenud In relation io
(ke Memoaris] FPlezs of tha
Publle Bafety Buliding serdd
the gtresl Insiead @ separaie
opern gpace rRiuliy on Fifth
Avenua Developlog o spetisl
gontinulty with the exsting
Flams ght hawe been fur-
ther related fo pliging 1he

rrow oflice bleck ranning
Eﬂ'l. grid West 1o wweld the
glara of sarly marn
aflecnaon puniight., Windows
thus & o the good
MHarih light aod easlly con-
jrolled South manlight would
Imprave ihe ciflon funation-
Ing. Could this be & solulion
brsed on Taxes climale?

Furlher study of ke resi of

the bullding and of the plans
[ndlente (ko ylew publlished I
{he beil anie. The Fifth Ave-
s spproach may be dlsinrh-
ing besiuse ol er elymens
lary architesiural flaws In
(b Myal pliss; ooe spproseched

through 8 £ ol pnder
an undplztsf cAmapy, mare
{han 104 feel long, moder

whick one eamnol loak np £o
gee the hulidiog, Ferhaps lbal
L msl (oo bad thoogh, betause

the I'I.ﬂ'ﬂlﬂf la de-
yelop n real awkwardnes la
Iz wpper reglons. e abia-
Intely symmslrieal [urw is
fopped by & veU -wy laaaly
mrarmaairien]  1-th Fipar
Marvor's Fenlhouss &nd even
mare  diEproparilensle  sad
heayy meshanleal Lhouss
ghove thal. This appears 01y
tgn siil =f drewl
$n Panrh amd James per-
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spective, but it is really true.
A few minar Tlaws which

wlll zurely be correcled are &

strange protruding baleony
and councllman's “catwalk”
at the I1th Floor Couneil
Chambers. The monotonaus
equallty of praportion of tha
herlzonta]l terra colfa zpan-
drels and tha windows will
undoubtedly he more care-
fully considered as the de-
algn Iz improved.

An Unsolved Prablem

On the James and Cherry
Streat fmpades, there la an
unsolved problem of the gar-
age feathering out to nothing
al the Fifth Avenue atreat
leve]l and sppearing downhill
o a “solar serean” (1). One
wonders about screening cors
frorm the sun and not people?
Good design demands o har-
many between two elaments
of 8 bulldlng such as the
aitlce and garage unlts. Heare,
an attempt at iIndependence 1s
experienced. Perhaps this 1a
a reflectlon of work done Lo
Texns and in Seatile?

Many architscls have ques-
fioned the peenlizr projeciing
square panels af .(he North
atd Soulh snds of the Eeaond
and Third floors. There Iz no
apparent réason for thelr ex-
iztence sinas a1l floors sesm
to be slmillar. The horironial
averhang of the Bécond Floor
along Fourlh Avenue be-
comes awkwoard as the
height diminishes {0 the
higher =idewalk at Cherry
Sirect, o ’

The Interiors are nol yet
hully developed so an oboer-
vation ﬂllr&iﬁdln nbrious
difficulty sho be wel-
camed, The elevator lobbles
are only spproximately pine
fert  wide ~ with opposing .
banks of two elevalors each,
{Most bedrocrms wre wider
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ihan nine fest). (On which
glde wlil the next elevalsr
arcive?}. Tollet fncilitics seem
adeguate. ;
Architectually, it I3 ques-
tlonable whether this is real-
1y & first-rete buﬂdlnﬁj—u-
peclally considering what it
ought to be. . All of the prob-
lemse of the bullding—the lack
of spatia]l relatlon to the
Memorial Plaze, the orlenta-
tion of the offices, the uni-
maginalive extarior appear-
gnce, the d ate forms, the
unmivcli relations  betweasn

the parage and the City Iall, -

and the awkward grada rela-
tiong an James and Cherry
Strests {ndicate that & preat
deal more talent should be
exerclted befars this bulld-
ing becomes o reality, Poasi-
bliy our Councilmean nave rec-

_ngnized their responsibllity

for the architectural plana
and have go dirscted the Ar-
chitects?

Bo far, the proposed new
City Hall does not fulfill the
consimmate demands of flna
architecturs, the maost Jiffi-
cuit of il of the aris. TFoes
Beattle dexerva a1 better
building for ils City govern-
ment?

&0 Years Ago

Trom The Argors of March 1T, 1903

Hiram O, GHl, who was de-
fented by two voles for re-
election a1 councliman, has
filed n Tnm& :‘ur*t'r.u Eent.

Johm F, Miller, who has
been mining In Alsska for
peveral years, has returned
ko Eul.'t.li to p‘ﬂctll:u I,
[ ]

MWeantloned o= Ennlhlr. -
bernatorial candidates for
fall slecton are ex-Govorpar
MeGraw, Jobhn B Kinnesr, J,
M. Frink, H. C. Henry and
J. M. Langlay, :




