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Seattle Police Department

Seattle’s Hybrid System of Civilian Oversight

•Office of Professional Accountability (OPA)

•OPA Auditor

•OPA Review Board (OPARB)



Seattle Police Department

OPA AUDITOR

• Individual appointed by Mayor
• Reviews open internal investigation files
• Has advisory authority as to 

classification and investigation
• Issues semi-annual public reports
• Current Auditor is Kate Pflaumer



Seattle Police Department

OPA REVIEW BOARD

• Three volunteer citizen members appointed by 
City Council

• Reviews random and selected closed OPA 
cases

• Resolves disputes between the OPA Director 
and the OPA Auditor about the scope of 
investigations

• Issues semi-annual public reports
• Current members are Peter Holmes, 

Brad Moericke, and Sheley Secrest
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FUNCTIONS OF OPA

• Complaint Review and Investigation
• Policy Review
• Outreach
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MANAGEMENT OF OPA

• Civilian Director
• Supported by Associate Director and 

Administrative Assistant
• Appointed by Mayor and confirmed by Council
• Appointed to 3-year term; may be reappointed 

to second and final 3-year term
• Administers and oversees OPA Investigation 

Section (OPA-IS)
– Captain of OPA-IS reports to Director
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AUTHORITY and INDEPENDENCE

• Access and report to Chief of Police
• Review intake, classification and investigation
• Certify Findings
• Chief of Police retains authority over final 

disposition and discipline for sustained complaints
• Director also has independent reporting obligations 

to Mayor and City Council
• Special Inquiries/Reviews
• Policy and training recommendations
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SOURCES OF INFORMATION

• OPA legislation at Seattle Municipal Code 3.28.700 
et seq.

• OPA Website: www.seattle.gov/police/opa
• OPA Monthly Reports: 

www.seattle.gov/mayor/issues/opa
• Recent Reports/information: 

www.seattle.gov/police/opa/publications


