
www.seattle.gov/saveenergy

Seattle City Light will 
pay up to 70% of  
the cost to upgrade  
to bi-level lighting.

Save energy by fully lighting infrequently occupied spaces 
such as stairways, garages or storage areas only when 
people are present. 

Use less energy
Bi-level lighting integrates energy-efficient lighting with occupancy sensors,  
so infrequently occupied spaces are brightly lit only when occupied. When no 
one is in an area, light is limited to just 22% of full output. When the occupancy 
sensor recognizes someone’s presence, lighting increases to full brightness. 
The result? Significant energy savings.

Save additional energy even at full brightness
Bi-level lighting fixtures use energy-efficient T8 or T5 fluorescent lights instead 
of obsolete T12 lights — so even when these infrequently occupied areas are 
fully lit, you’ll use up to 17% less energy. 

Improve lighting quality and save on maintenance
The new T8 and T5 lights deliver significantly more lumens per watt than older T12s 
— plus they’re quieter, with less buzzing and humming. T8 tubes last up to twice 
as long as T12s, reducing maintenance costs associated with lamp changes.

Get a cash rebate 
We’ll pay up to 70% of project cost for adopting bi-level lighting. The rebate is 
based on projected kilowatt-hour (kWh) savings during the first year of conversion.

HOW TO GET YOUR SEATTLE CITY LIGHT REBATE

Call (206) 684-3800.

Work with a City Light energy analyst to evaluate your 
project and estimate your rebate and energy savings.

Secure authorization from City Light prior to your  
contractor starting work.

Proceed with installation and contact City Light for final 
verification when work is complete. 

SAVE MONEY, conserve energy and improve  
lighting quality with bi-level lighting.

ENERGY SAVINGS FOR BUSINESS CUSTOMERS
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Conserving Energy for a Sustainable Future

BI-LEVEL  
FLUORESCENT LIGHTING



Conserving Energy for a Sustainable Future

Conservation is our most cost-effective 
energy resource
Seattle City Light offers incentives such as technical assis-
tance and rebates to business and institutional customers 
to promote adoption of energy-saving technologies. We offer 
rebates because conservation is a cost-effective way to 
meet our future electricity needs.

Reduce your carbon footprint
Adopting bi-level lighting does more than save you money. 
Replacing a standard T12 fluorescent fixture with an 
energy-efficient bi-level T8 or T5 fixture may keep up to  
716 pounds of CO2 — a greenhouse gas — out of the 
atmosphere annually.

The City of Seattle is a national leader in protecting  
the environment. Seattle residents and businesses are 
joining in efforts to help reduce the negative impacts  
of climate change.

Hotels can save money with a unique 
bi-level lighting technology
Combination nightlight/occupancy sensors are an 
efficient bi-level lighting choice for hotel bathrooms. 
That’s because bathroom lights can be left on for  
long periods — both when departing guests forget to 
turn them off and because they are often used as 
nightlights. A nightlight/occupancy sensor senses 
when guests have left, turning the room light off  
and leaving on an energy-efficient nightlight instead. 
Replacing standard bathroom wall switches with a 
nightlight/occupancy sensor can generate estimated 
annual energy savings of $20 or more per guest room. 
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Seattle City Light is a publicly owned utility dedicated to exceeding our customers’ expectations in producing and delivering low-cost, reliable power in an environmentally 
responsible and safe way. We are committed to delivering the best customer service experience of any utility in the nation.

Fact sheet data is based on estimated energy use and expense; actual savings will vary. To qualify for rebates, you must obtain project approval from Seattle City Light 
management prior to purchase or installation of equipment or materials. This program may change without notice and is subject to the availability of funds.
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ESTIMATED SAVINGS for replacing standard T12 stairway lighting with bi-level lighting

    ESTIMATED ANNUAL ESTIMATED ANNUAL 

 TECHNOLOGY FULL INpUT WATTS LOW INpUT WATTS ENERGY USAGE ENERGY COST

 Standard fluorescent fixture with  
 two 4-foot T12 tubes 81 N/A 709 kWh $45.25

 Bi-level fluorescent fixture with two 4-foot  
 T8 tubes and one 2-foot T8 tube 67 15 168 kWh $10.75

 Estimated Annual Savings per lamp   541 kWh $34.50

Estimated annual energy cost is based on small-business rate of 6.38¢ per kWh. Table assumes standard fixture is on 24x7x365; bi-level fixture is fully lit 72 minutes per day,  
seven days per week, 52 weeks per year, and 2-foot T8 tube is on 24x7x365. The amount of energy savings will depend on factors such as the type of existing lighting (e.g., T12  
vs. T8 or T5) and how many hours per day infrequently occupied areas are used.

Stairways are a great place to save energy with bi-level lighting since they are typically  
occupied 10% of the time. 


