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Meeting agenda

• Welcome

• Progress update – Alex Chen, Deputy Director, SPU

• Flood alert tools – Jared Schneider, King County Office of Emergency 
Management

• System replacement project – Frank Coulter, Director, SPU

• Community discussion – Frank Coulter, Director, SPU

• Next steps
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Zoom tips and tricks

• You’ve entered the meeting on mute; please stay muted during the 
presentation 

• Type your questions or comment into the chat

• Raise your hand to be called on to make a comment

• If you need technical support, email athomson@enviroissues.com or call 
206-940-6013

mailto:athomson@enviroissues.com
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South Fork Tolt Dam 
• Earth fill dam, provides 1/3 of Seattle’s regional 

water supply

• Seattle City Light hydroelectric facility

• ~11 River Miles to nearest homes

• ~14 River Miles to Carnation

• 24/7 surveillance and monitoring

• Daily visual inspections and instrument readings

• Safety and Security Plan

• Periodic engineering, federal and independent 
consultant inspections

• Emergency Action Plan, including siren system
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Update since January 19 City Council meeting

• Listening and responding to your feedback

• Implemented ALERT King County text messages

• New operational protocols in place

• Monthly meetings with City of Carnation officials

• Regular updates at City Council meetings

• Additional community meetings

• New project website: https://www.seattle.gov/utilities/neighborhood-
projects/tolt-dam-emergency-warning-system

https://www.seattle.gov/utilities/neighborhood-projects/tolt-dam-emergency-warning-system


King County 
Emergency 
Management

Jared Schneider
Emergency Management 
Program Manager – Hazard 
Mitigation
jaschneider@kingcounty.gov
206-205-4027
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Alert & Warning 

• Alert King County (Reverse 911)
• Sends texts, calls, emails, TDD/TTY, and app notification to 

geofenced area
• General messages - opt-ins, white pages, yellow pages 
• Emergency messages - 911 center database, opt-ins, white 

pages, yellow pages
• Wireless Emergency Alert (WEA)

• Sends texts to all cellphones within geofenced area
• Emergency Alert System (EAS)

• Three tone radio message
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•Phone

•Text

•Email

•TDD/TTY
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Sign-Up

Go To: 
kingcounty.gov
/alert
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https://kingcounty.gov/depts/emergency-management/alert-king-county.aspx
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Digital Trends, 2018
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Kingcounty.gov/imap



Questions?

kingcounty.gov/alert
jaschneider@kingcounty.gov
206-205-402715
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How does the system work? 
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Why upgrade the system? 

• Built in 1985

• Now in its fifth generation – aging and difficult to maintain

• Outdated technology
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What are the project goals?

To hear from you, the community:

• We want to hear your concerns, needs, and ideas

• Listen and respond to community needs and suggestions

Integrate feedback with technical goals:

• Replace and improve outdated system

• Add redundancy, resiliency, and reliability

• Add signage for consistent evacuation procedures 

So that it works for everyone 100% of the time
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Project schedule

1Q21 2Q21 3Q21 4Q21 3Q221Q22 2Q22 4Q22

Design complete

Quarterly community meetings

FCC permits issued 

for sirens Siren construction complete

Design complete
FCC permits issued

Construction complete

Siren design 

System design*

* Highway message signs, additional siren locations, 

microwave link and data network improvements 

Regular City Council updates

Next meeting in May

March 2nd City Council meeting
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Community discussion

• Break into smaller groups

• Your time to share ideas, needs, concerns, questions

• We will document and share/follow-up after the meeting

• Facilitators to guide and document discussion

• Come back together to share

• Small group facilitators report back what we heard
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Guiding questions

• What are your concerns with the existing system?

• What’s working? 

• What is not working?

• What is important to you in a new system?

• Where would you like to see additional sirens? Signage?

• And more that your facilitator will share!
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What did we hear?
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Thank you!

Next steps:

• Next community meeting in May

• City Council meeting March 2nd 

Stay informed:

• Updates and email sign-up on project website: 
https://www.seattle.gov/utilities/neighborhood-projects/tolt-dam-emergency-
warning-system

• Sign-up for flood alert tools at ALERT King County: kingcounty.gov/alert

https://www.seattle.gov/utilities/neighborhood-projects/tolt-dam-emergency-warning-system
https://kingcounty.gov/depts/emergency-management/alert-king-county.aspx

