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EVENT OVERVIEW

On July 31, 2019, we hosted a drop-in session for the Ballard Bridge Planning Study at
Fisherman’s Terminal (3919 18th Ave W] in Interbay. The drop-in session was from 6 PM to 7:30
PM; attendees could come drop in anytime within that window.

There were 4 Seattle Department of Transportation (SDOT) staff members and 6 SDOT
consultants in attendance.

EVENT LAYOUT
The room was set up with multiple stations:

e SDOT sign-in table
0 Project factsheet
e SDOT Ballard Bridge Planning Study board set
1. Welcome and Project Overview board
2. History of the Ballard Bridge board
3. Timeline and Funding board
4. Online Community Survey Results: Current Use board
5. Online Community Survey Results: Desired Use board
e SDOT technical information board sets (x2)
6. Ballard Bridge Considerations board
7. Interactive Additional Considerations board
8. Ballard Bridge Options board
e Feedback table
0 Sticky notes and pens for written feedback
o Comment cards
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ATTENDANCE

Anecdotally, approximately 50 people attended. 22 people signed in, though the layout of the
event did not require all attendees to visit the sign-in table. The photos below show the plaza
and how people interacted with the different stations and staff.

Figure 1: Attendees viewing display boards

Figure 2: Staff answering questions at the technical boards
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Figure 3: Staff speaking with attendees at the 3 stations

WHAT WE HEARD

Throughout the drop-in session, we were looking for feedback from the community on their
transportation needs and values for the bridge. We shared the initial feedback heard through
the online community survey and had boards for attendees to offer considerations for the
technical team. We gathered feedback using sticky notes, comment cards, and verbal
comments on transportation needs in the area.

Written Feedback on Sticky notes and Comment Cards

e Bi-directional bike and pedestrian path to allow safe travel

e Lane reconfiguration to allow more efficient travel, including:
0 Bus lane only
o Wider lanes

e On/off ramp improvements
o Widening them
0 Rerouting vehicle traffic to I-5 so it's more localized
0 Using a toll system for vehicles once transit is efficiently in place

o Enhancing signage at intersections and calming traffic speeds
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Importance of freight connections to local Ballard/Interbay businesses
Coordination with the ST3 and the future Link light rail
Near-term improvements to address present safety and traffic concerns
Address climate change through transportation
Reduce the amount of bridge openings

0 Lesswaittime

0 Greater predictability

Improve/prioritize the bridge for car travel
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APPENDIX A: DISPLAY BOARDS

WELCOME TO THE BALLARD
BRIDGE PLANNING STUDY

HISTORY OF THE BALLARD BRIDGE

DROP-IN SESSION

What Is the Ballard Bridge

Planning Study?

We've launched the Ballard Bridge Planning
Study to evaluate how 1o bring the bridge up ta
current transpertation, functional, and
structural standards including improved hicycle
and pedestrian facilities and keeping buses and
treight moving, While we perform regular
rmaintanance and frequent inspections on the
bridge t ensure iUs operational and safe for
road and marine traffic, dus to the age of the
structure, mare significant rehabilitation may
b neaded. Sinee the bridge is in good condition
today, we have an opportunity to plan

oy

I'he Ballard Bridga Planning Study will...

= Explore faasible rehabilitation and
replacament options

« Survey zomemunity members on their
transpertation needs and values

« Evaluate multimedal mehility and access
aplians based on geometric and Irallic
analysis

« Investigate cost-effective and constructible
slruclure lypes

» Identify assaciated costs, risks, benefits,
and trade-offs of each feasible alternative

= Provide a camparisen of alternatives fa
inform future investments along the
Interhay Corridar

We look forward to working with you and your neighbors
throughout the planning study process!
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1917 - The Ballard Bridge Opens

“Wark an the Ballard Bridge began in 1915 in conjunctian with
canslruclion of Lhe Lake Washinglan ship canal, The brigge apened Lz
trafiz on December 15, 1917

1933 - Deck Replacement

The ariginal creasoled wood deck was replaced wilh vn open-mesh
stael dck. & 1944 census counted 12,670 venicles crossing the bridge
over a 13-hour period

1940 - New Appreaches.

The ariginal wozden approaches were replaced with apareacies made
of sleeland conerate. The bridge was closed lor & yesr and a hall
during constructian. A parade was held te celearate the re opening of
the Be llard Brid

1969 - Consolidated Control Tower
The tour ariginal zontrol towers we raplaced with a single control tower
on the Eastern side of the Southern bascule pier.

2003 - Ballard Gateway

Fight statuas depicting Ballard’s Native Amearizan and Scand navian
heritage were erected on the bridge’s nerth approach. These
ulptures, titled the “Hallard Gatewsy,” were eraated by Washingten
artists Tom Askman ane Lea Anne Lake.

2014 - Seismic Retrofits

Fundded by the Z006 " Bridying the Gap” ransportation levy, SOAT made
necessary seismic improvements to 7 bridges, including the Ballard
Brirlge. The bridge receivad szismic ratrafils o srengthen xisting
calumns

2014 - Bridge Sidewalk Widening Study

W conducterl the Ballard Bridge Sidewalk Widsning Study to sualuata
alternatives to make travel across the Ballard Bridge mere comfertable
far petestrians and panle on bisyeles, This study inferms our
rehabilitation concept

2019- Ballard Bridge Planning Study

Weve launched the Ballard Bridge Planning Sty to evaluate how ta
bring the bridge up te current transportation, Functional, and str
stantards including improved bicyele an pedestrian facilives an
keeping buses and freight moving. The study, funded by the Levy
Mave Szaltle, will 2xplors Fzasibla rehabilitation and replacement
opticns for the leng-term Future of the bridge.
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This planning study is funded by the Levy to
Move Seattle, approved by voters in 2015, The
9-year, $930 million Lewy to Move Seattle
provides [unding lo improve salely for all
travelers, maintain our streets and bridges, and
invest in reliable, atfordable travel options for a
growing cily. | earn mare aboul the levy al
weny.s2atile. gov/LevyToMoveSeattle,

The State has marked $700K in the 2019-2021
budget to investigate the Ballard-Interbay
Regional lransparlation Syslem and provide
recommendations to our elected officials on
maintaining and improving capacity to move
people and gonds along this important
corridar. The sludy is expecied Lo launch laler
this year.
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WHAT WE'VE HEARD

Online Community Survey Results

CURRENT USE

To ensure we develop bridge options that incarporate the broad needs and values of
the community and people using the Ballard Bridge, we conducted an online survey

on current and desired bridge use

Typical models) of transportation when {raveling across or under the Ballard Bridge.
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WHAT WE'VE HEARD
Online Community Survey Results

DESIRED USE

Top priorities for improvement.
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BALLARD BRIDGE OPTIONS

HIGH LEVEL FIXED BRIDGE REPLACEMENT
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WHAT ELSE SHOULD WE CONSIDER?

Write your feedback on sticky notes
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BALLARD BRIDGE CONSIDERATIONS

As e explore options for the
Rallard Rridge, we must £
consider factors such as 7 g
structural feasibility, cost, and i
cammunity transpartation
needs. Specific considerations
include:

« Maintain multimodal
access to Leary Way NW

« Maintain rmultimaodal
arcess to W Emerson 5t & Gy e
W Mickeraon 5t ° 06

» Frovide safe multimedal e,
merges, diverges, and
connections

« Improve pedestrian and
bicycle facilities

« Maintain pedestrian and
bicycle access Lo Burke
Gilman & Ship Canal Trails

« Aim for roadway grades at
or less than 5% [max grade
of 7% as necessaryl
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APPENDIX B: NOTIFICATIONS

In addition to the notifications shown below, an email announcement was sent to the project
listserv and an announcement posted on the webpage.

MAILER
|\ Seattle e
| \ Department of PO Box 34996 US Postage
Transportation Seattle, WA 98124-4996 PAID
Seattle, WA
i i Permit No. 2871
Ballard Bridge Planning ermit No

Study Drop-In Session Jo
1/,

Wednesday, July 31 NUS!

Stop by at any time between

6 PM-7:30 PM

Fishermen’s Terminal
Seattle Fishermen’s Memorial Plaza —Dock 7
3919 18th Ave W, Seattle, WA 98119

If you need this information translated, please call 206-775-8894.

Servicios de traduccion e interpretacion dispenibles bajo peticidn
206-775-8894,

Matutulungan ka naming maintindihan kung hihingi kang tulong
206-775-8894.

QUSAIHE HHEO|L SHE KBS SHETILICH 208-775-8894.
Dich va théng dich vién sén sang néu cé su yéu ciu 206-775-8894.
Haddii aad dooneyso turjubeen fadlen wac 206-775-88%4.
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PROJECT OVERVIEW

We've launched the Ballard Bridge Planning Study. While we perform
regular maintenance and frequent inspections on the bridge to ensure
its operational and safe for road and marine traffic, due to the age of
the structure, more significant rehabilitation may be needed. Since the
bridge is in good condition today, we have an opportunity to plan.

The Ballard Bridge Planning Study, funded by the Levy to Mave
Seattle, will explore feasible rehabilitation and replacement options
for the long-term future of the bridge.

Through the end of the year, we Il work with our agency partners,
advisory boards, and community members to identify needs and
values and propose options that work to meet them.

UPCOMING DRQOP-IN SESSION

We're hosting a drop-in session and invite you to join us. The drop-in
session is a good opportunity to learn about the Ballard Bridge
Planning Study and to talk to the project team about your needs and
values for the bridge. We'll share information about the study scope,
goals, and timeline, as well as a summary of the feedback we
received from our online community survey.

You can drop-in any time between 6 PM—7:30 PM. We look forward
to seeing you there!

GET INVOLVED
We're committed to keeping you informed throughout the study. If
you'd like more infoermation, please use one of the following resources:
+ Learn more about the study and to sign up for the project listserv
visit our webpage: www.seattle.gov/transportation/BallardBridge
+ Email the study team at BallardBridge(dseattle.gov
+ Call the study team at (206) 775-8894

This study is funded by the 9-year Levy to Move Seattle,
approved by voters in 2015. Learn more about the levy at:
www.seattle.gov/LevytoMoveSeattle.

PROJECT CONTACT INFORMATION
204-775-8894 | BallardBridge@seattle.gov
www.seattle.gov/transportation/BallardBridge

PLANNING STUDY PROCESS

2019

Stakahalder Meatings: vith 217y 2nd zeme 17 Forinars
<L ng Zourd Tansic, Part of Seattls, BVSS, ans acjacet
BISMIC snd connrunily srgsn alio s

=] e S P

Advisory Board Briefings: o irvo.ve a=d
il i, rsirsil, s

Dnlina Survey: 1o Inlrzcyze s
i Dl (e star ] el ers 4
— [

A
an

% &

a .8 6 PHatives ARalysis and Share Results: w

= e, Foe Mopsr, A aur laca. coLn, acdstare

Wednesday, July 31| 6 PM—7:30 PM

Fishermen’s Terminal
Seattle Fishermen’s Memorial Plaza —Dock 7

3919 18th Ave W, Seattle, WA 98119
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MOBILE DISPLAY

A trifold display board was placed at Magnolia Library, Queen Anne Library, and Ballard Library
approximately 2 weeks before the drop-in session.

BALLARD BRIDGE PLANNING STUDY

SEATTLE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

THE BALLARD BRIDGE

Tl= Ballard Bridye, Luillin 7?17, spans he eastemn
edye of the Selmon Bey and connecls Be lard 1o
Magnnlia, Ques Anng, a1¢ Downtow via Interbay,
laday the 7 8h4-frat hridge carries mors than b, 00
wahitlas par fay across the | ake Washingtos Ship
Canal. Qwver the Last century, while the laok and
furcticn af the bridge may nat have changed much,
we've ceen retrefiting and maintaining the structure
lo szep il moving and sale, ineuding & recent series of
sesmic improverments completed in 2074,

PROJECT OVERVIEW

Wt launched e Balard Sridye Planning Study

1w evaluale how Lo brimg the bridge up s current
trenspartation, functioral, and structursl standars
including improvd bicycle and pedestrian tacilities z1d
keeping buises and freight moving. Whils we perfores
reqular mainterance and frequent inspactions on the
brigge to ensure it's ape-atianal ard safe far road and
maring braffiz, due to the sqe of the structure, more
signilican. ehabililaliv 1nay e needed. Since e bridge
i in goad condian tday, we ave snopportunity 1 plan,

The Ballard Bridge Slanning Stidy, funded by the Lesy
to Move Seatile, will explore feasible rehabiltaten and
raplacerant options for the long-term futurz of the
bricge. It is tha second of ten studics to help us asscss
and manage rosdwey slruclure manlenance nesds ang
maximize lulure investiments

The planning etudy identifies assaciated coste, risks,
benatits, and trarde ot*s of pach optian. Throngh the and
= e yerr, we | work with nur agency partners, advisory
baards, and communizy memzers b idantify nezds and
values and propose sations that meet them.

‘WE HEARD FROM YOU

T ensure we verelop bridge oplivns Lhal imeorporale
the broad needs and vaues of e corrunily and
penple Laing the Ballare Dridgs, we conductad an
anling survey an current znd desired bridge use

;'_g'; 2,808 survey participants

The majarity of respondents
selected improvement:
people walking and biking as
their top priority

72% of respandents said they
travel across the bridge by
car at least once a week

Qver 370 respondents said
Lhey rely on the bridge as parl
of their job*

& D >

Attend the upcaming drop-in session
to learn more!

UPCOMING DROP-IN SESSION etren e

Wednesday, July 31| 6 FM—7:30 PM
Fishermen’s Terminal

Seattle Fishermen's Memorial —Dock 7
3919 18th Ave W, Seattle, WA 98119

PROJECT TIMELINE
PLANNING STUDY PROCESS

%
-

dr s
anning Study and to talk to the proj
our priarities and preferenc L ring informatien ak
proj d line,
from aur onli mmunity survey.
We look forward te seeing you there! H‘;‘: e

eIl coatinuz w0 share information ¢rd work with
our agency partners, advisory boards. and community
imembe-s 55 we move through the prozess.

Visit our web page www.seattle.gov/transportation/BallardBridge
Dntird e Faciig st to sign up for email alerts.

PROJECT CONTACT INFORMATION Fon s i ] Ho|L. S| i gg;tatrltemem of MQVE SEATTLE
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A-FRAME SIGNS

4 A-Frame signs were placed at the on and off ramps to the Ballard Bridge on July 30, 2019.

BALLARD BRIDGE
PLANNING STUDY

LEARN MORE
Drop-In Session

Wednesday, July 31

6-7:30 PM
FiIshermen's Terminal
Dock 7

(3919 18th Ave W]
Contact:
BallardBridgeldseattle.gov

(206)775-8894
www.seattle.gov/transportation/BallardBridge
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