
How will these changes benefi t 

the environment?

Green Roofs

Up to 2 additional feet is proposed for a green roof that 
occupies at least 50% of the area of a roof.   

+ 24"

height limit

height limit

+ 24"

Clean Power

Provisions would encourage the use of wind power and solar 
collectors on roof tops.  

Rooftop solar panels.

Energy Effi  cient Elevators

New technology elevators use up to 25% less energy than 
conventional elevators. 

Green Factor Landscaping  
Landscaping can add value and interest to new development 
and maximize environmental benefi ts, such as natural cooling 
and insulation, air quality, reduced run-off , and natural habitat. 
Landscaping would be required to satisfy a green factor of 0.6.  
Green roofs, planters, green walls, landscaping and plantings 
in the adjacent right-of-way are eligible.
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For more information, visit DPD’s multi-
family website: 
www.seattle.gov/dpd/planning/multifamily/

New standards are proposed to raise the level of design quality to promote a better fi t with 
existing neighborhoods.  Five design issues are addressed by proposed new standards. 

Design Standards

Better Multifamily Neighborhoods

Architectural features, material 
changes, trim or other design 
treatments. 

All street facing 
units must have an  
entrance facing the 
street. 

1. Better Façades

2. Front Doors That Face the Street

ENTRANCES

Surface parking areas must be divided by landscaping into areas limited to 6 spaces.
3. More Landscaping Around Parking Areas

Garage entrance cannot be closer to street prop-
erty line than other portions of the structure. 

Garages may not be closer to street lot lines 
than the remainder of the structures, and street 
facing garage doors are limited to 75 sf in area.

4. Improved Garage Design

Fences would be limited in a street-fac-
ing setback to 4’ in height.

Better Design

More window 

openings
Improve the design of 

street-facing façades

Projections above 

driveways and aisles 

limited to 3 feet

Entrance  for 

street-facing units

Green Factor results in 

greater landscaped area

Wider parking aisles

Existing Conditions

Proposed Improvements

How does this proposal protect 

single-family neighborhoods?

These proposals do not rezone or make any changes to single-
family zoned neighborhoods.

To protect single-family neighborhoods, multifamily zones 
include specifi c setback requirements when near single-family 
zoned property  

Multifamily Lots to the REAR of Single-Family Lots

LDT and L1 Rear Setback 

20’ or 20% of lot depth, 
whichever is less, but not less 
than 15’

L2, L3 and L4

25’ or 15% of lot depth, 
whichever is less, but not less 
than 15’ 

Landscaped setbacks add vegetation and are important for  
neighborhood character and the environment.  

MF 

ZONE 

LOT

SF 

ZONE 

LOT

rear setback

rear lot line

5.  Lower Fences

Elevation Site Plan

Porches and Stoops

Porches Allowed in Setbacks
Porches and stairs  (“stoops”) would 
be permitted in the front setback to 
promote more active and interesting 
neighborhood streetscapes. 

required setback street
property
line

4'0" S I D E WA L K

30"

30" maximum height 
within 4 feet of 
street property line

48" maximum 
height in setback 
area more than 
4 feet from street 
property line30"

48"

Residential 

Amenities SF 
Zone
LOT

MF 
Zone
LOT

S T R E E T
front setback
requirement

LDT and L1– Front Setback

The average of the first 
nearest principal structure on 
either side. A front setback is 
not required to exceed twenty 
feet (20') and may not be less 
than five feet (5').

L2, L3 and L4 – Front Setback

The average of the nearest 
principal structure on either 
side. A front setback is not 
required to exceed fifteen feet 
(15') and may not be less than 
five feet (5').

* if the street is an arterial the required setback would be 7' on 
average, and no less than 5'.

Multifamily Lots ACROSS the Street* from Single-Family Lots

Ground-Level Shared Space

minimum area
250 sf

Proposed amendments to open space 
requirements are intended to address 
amenities that provide for the recre-
ational needs of residents and off set 
the environmental impacts of new 
development. 


