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The Future Land Use Map is a graphic representation
of the future of Seattle. It displays where different
types of development are planned to occur. The
specific locations of zones are identified on the City’s
Official Land Use Map, which is part of the regulatory
structure that implements this Plan. Most changes
to the location of specific zones will not require
amendments to the Future Land Use Map. Future

land use element

January | 2005 (2008) (2009)

Land Use Map amendments will generally only be
considered for significant changes to the intended
function of a large area.

As time goes on, it can be appropriate to reconsider
the zoning in a particular area or on a particular
site. Decisions about the appropriate zoning for

an area are guided by criteria that the City uses to
judge whether a zone is appropriate in a particular
location. Procedures and criteria for rezones are
contained within the City's Land Use Code. Some
policies in this Plan refer to adopted neighborhood
plans. Those plans are found in the Neighborhood
Planning Element of this Plan.

(The Future Land Use Map can be found at the end
of the Plan, after the appendices)

- policies

LU1 Use the goals and policies included in this
Plan to identify on the Future Land Use
Map the general locations where broad
categories of land uses are preferred. Use
rezone criteria which implement the goals
and policies of this Plan to identify on the
City’s Official Land Use Map where the
specific zones are located.

LU2 Generally, Future Land Use Map amend-
ments will be required only when signifi-
cant changes to the intended function of
a large area are proposed. Changes in
the Land Use Code zone designation of
land that does not significantly change the
intended function of a large area gener-
ally will not require an amendment to the
Future Land Use Map.

LU3

LU4

LUS

LUG

Establish rezone evaluation criteria and
procedures to guide decisions about which
zone will provide the best match for the
characteristics of an area and will most
clearly further City goals.

Ensure that there will continue to be room
for the growth targeted for an area when
considering changes that could reduce the
capacity for jobs or housing.

1. Consider, through neighborhood planning
processes, recommendations for the revi-
sion of zoning to better reflect community
preferences for the development of an
area, provided that consistency between
the zoning and this Plan is maintained.
Consider relevant goals and policies in
adopted neighborhood plans when evalu-
ating a rezone proposal.

2. Seek opportunities in rezones or chang-
es in development regulations to incor-
porate incentive programs for develop-
ment of housing that is affordable for
the longest term practical.

3. Consider development regulations that
condition higher-density development
on the provision of public benefits when
such public benefits will help mitigate
impacts of development attributable to
increased development potential.

In order to focus future growth, consistent
with the urban village strategy, limit higher
intensity zoning designations to urban
centers, urban villages, and manufacturing/
industrial centers. Limit zoning with height
limits that are significantly higher than
those found in single-family areas to urban
centers, urban villages, and manufacturing/
industrial centers and to those areas out-
side of urban villages where higher height
limits would be consistent with an adopted
neighborhood plan, a major institution’s
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adopted master plan, or with the existing
built character of the area. However, the
City Council may permit greater heights on
commercially-zoned sites in the Interbay
area along and near W. Dravus Street be-
tween 15th Avenue W. and 20th Avenue W.,
through overlay zoning, zoning map amend-
ment, or other implementing measures.

LU7 Establish building height limits consistent
with the goals of the urban village strategy
and the type and scale of development
intended for each zone classification.

Seattle regulates the uses permitted in a land use
category or zone so that adjacent uses and zones
are appropriate neighbors. By defining the different
uses that are permitted in an area, and the condi-
tions under which they are permitted, Seattle’s zon-
ing creates different types of districts.

- policies

LU8 Allow or prohibit uses in each zone based
on the intended function of the zone and
the impacts the uses can be expected to
have on the zone and the surrounding area.

LU9 Treat as conditional uses those activities
having potentially severe impacts either be-
cause of the character of the surrounding
area, or because the cumulative impacts
of more than one such activity would be
incompatible with the other permitted uses
in the area.

LU10

LU11

LU12

LU13

In order to ensure that a wide range of
housing opportunities are available to
Seattle’s current and future residents,
generally permit residential uses in all
zones, except in industrial zones and some
shoreline areas, where residential uses
may conflict with the intended industrial or
water-dependent use of the area.

In order to maintain the character of
Seattle’s neighborhoods and retain existing
affordable housing, discourage the demoli-
tion of residences and displacement of
residents, while supporting redevelopment
that enhances its community and furthers
the goals of this Plan.

Limit non-residential uses in residential
zones to those that are necessary to the
function of residential neighborhoods, are
permitted under special circumstances,
such as in historic structures, or are highly
compatible with residential activity

Seek the redevelopment of legally estab-
lished structures and uses that do not
conform to current regulations so that they
are more conforming to current standards
over the long term. Encourage noncon-
formities to become more conforming to
current standards. Allow nonconformities
to continue and support the maintenance
and enhancement of nonconforming uses
and developments so they may exist as an
asset to their neighborhoods and so the
City’s land use regulations do not impose
excessive burdens on legally established
private property, as long as they do not
expand their nonconformity.
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